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Southbank intersection fix underway
words by Brendan Rees 
SAFETY & SECURITY

words by David Schout 
COMMUNITY

The SuperCool owner David Nunez was estatic to reopen last month after his 
home and goods store was listed as a tier 1 exposure site. Read more about how 
South Melbourne Market is faring post lockdown on page 5. 

It’s cool to reopen! 
Photo by John Tadigiri

A “carefully designed” safety fix at Southbank’s notorious 
City Rd/Power St intersection is underway after a $2.5m 
investment was announced.  

The site has become a black spot with serious crashes 
occurring in recent months including an incident in May 
when a truck ploughed into five pedestrians.

This horrific crash was described as “horrendous” by 
City of Melbourne Lord Mayor Sally Capp, who, at the 
time called for “urgent safety measures that can be deliv-
ered swiftly”.

Temporary bollards were installed in June but within 
24 hours they were bowled over by another truck, along 
with a street sign. 

In a third incident, a truck clipped a car on July 7 and 
pushed it onto the side of the footpath as it turned left 
from Power St.

Road Safety Minister Ben Carroll said in July that the 
State Government had invested $2.5m in exploring long-
term solutions for the intersection.  

“[It] will progress work on the exploration of upgrade 
options and how each could work at this complex inter-
section,” he said.

“Expert teams of engineers and road safety specialists 
have been working on this site since May, and they’re now 
at the stage where potential long-term options can be 
carefully designed, in detail.”

“We’ll continue to work with the City of Melbourne to 
improve pedestrian safety in this area.”

The state government spent $400,000 earlier this year 
in short-term safety measures including  plastic bollards 
and planter boxes, signs and markings warning of turning 
trucks, and sensor technology to trigger changes to traffic 
lights and reduce pedestrian wait times.   

Monash University Accident Research Centre senior 
research fellow Dr David Logan said due to the 

Continued on page 3. 

“It’s time for a public review”: 
Push for election overhaul
City of Melbourne councillors have urged the state 
government to begin a review into the council’s 
“unique” electoral system by next year, in time for 
the 2024 election.

Long considered undemocratic by 
critics, the City of Melbourne Act 2001 
would go under the microscope for 
the first time in 20 years if the State 
Government agreed to the review.

Under the current system, res-
idents in the City of Melbourne 
— which operates under a separate 
framework to the 78 other Victorian 
councils — were granted one vote in 
local government elections, while 
businesses were entitled to two votes.

A business that rents a desk within 
the municipality was currently en-
titled to greater participation than 
local residents, as well as the chance 
to run in elections.

Cr Rohan Leppert’s motion at the 
July 27 council meeting called on 
the Minister for Local Government 
Shaun Leane to initiate the review 
by next year, in order for reforms 
to be legislated well before the next 
election in 2024.

He told Southbank News a review 
was well overdue.

“Time and time again our com-
munity has asked for a serious, com-
prehensive and consultative electoral 
review,” Cr Leppert said.

“In a democracy we should not be 
afraid of interrogating the electoral 
system, especially one as unusual as 
the City of Melbourne’s … the City 
of Melbourne Act [2001], including 
its famously unique electoral system, 
has not been properly reviewed for 
over 20 years, whereas the electoral 
system for the other 78 Victorian 
Councils was reviewed for the Local 
Government Act 2020.”

Cr Leppert said the current City 
of Melbourne Act facilitated a range 
of undesirable outcomes, including 
both the richest and “most male” elec-
toral roll in the country, and the only 
council in Australia that regularly 
returned a majority of non-resident 
councillors.

He said that while councillors 
had different ideas on what electoral 
reforms should be introduced, they 
were united on step one.

“Councillors all have different 
ideas about what the system should 
be, of course; some are content with 
the status quo while others like me 
believe it to be wildly undemocratic. 
But the thing we could all agree on 
was that the Act should be reviewed. 
This system doesn’t belong to coun-
cillors, it is a public system, so it’s 
time for a public review.”

The review would also encompass 
donation reform across the whole 
local government sector.

In August last year Lord Mayor 
Sally Capp wrote to Mr Leane seeking 
a review of the City of Melbourne Act 
2001, after councillors similarly vot-
ed in favour of electoral evaluation. 

In response, Mr Leane said it was 
“a matter I am considering with 
regard to a future program of legis-
lative reform”.

The latest council push placed 
greater pressure on the state govern-
ment to ensure the Act was thorough-
ly reviewed before the next election 
in 2024, and had now put time pres-
sure — a 2022 start date — for that to 
begin. 

“[It] should start no later than next 
year if that review is going to be 
done comprehensively and with

Continued on page 2. 
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“It’s time for a public review”: Push for election overhaul
Continued from page 1. 

public involvement,” Cr Leppert 
said at the July 27 meeting. 

Unlike in NSW, the Victorian 
Government opted to not delay last 
year’s election, which took place in 
October just after Melbourne had 
been in COVID-19 lockdown for 
almost four months.

Councillors thanked election 
manager Bill Lang, and the Victorian 
Electoral Commission team, for facil-
itating last year’s election in “extraor-
dinarily difficult circumstances”.

“That [decision] was both very 
good and very bad for different rea-
sons, and it’s very difficult to have 
known what to have done in those 
circumstances,” Cr Leppert said.

“I note that NSW has taken a slight-
ly different tack by extending their 
elections by a year, but have found 
that they have needed to extend them 
by another three months again. So, 
holding elections in a pandemic is 
an incredibly difficult thing, and 
balancing the needs to retain a fully 
democratic process with the need to 
keep everyone safe does mean that 
there are compromises on both sides. 
In spite of all that, I do think Bill and 
his team have facilitated a very good 
process.”

Voter turnout in the 2020 election 
was 69 per cent within the City of 
Melbourne, well up from 56 per cent 
in 2016. 

Deputy Lord Mayor Nicholas 
Reece said that while the 2020 
election had taken place under 
circumstances “the likes of which 
Melbourne has never seen before”, 
the democratic process “had stood up 
very well”.

“I say to the good folks of New 

 ▲  Under the current system City of Melbourne residents are afforded one vote in 
local government elections while businesses are entitled to two. 

South Wales and New South Wales 
government, that your democracy 
has nothing to fear from an election 
during a pandemic, and during lock-
down,” Cr Reece said. 

“Anecdotally, the turnout at our 
online forums was high and voter 
engagement was high. If anything, 
the restrictions we were under en-
couraged people to take the time to 
review election material and cast an 
informed vote.” •

“Councillors all have 
different ideas about 

what the system 
should be, of course; 

some are content 
with the status quo 
while others like me 

believe it to be wildly 
undemocratic. But 
the thing we could 

all agree on was that 
the Act should be 

reviewed.” 

↥

Contact details: info@southbankresidents.org.au, www.southbankresidents.org.au 
This free community event is an initiative of the Southbank Residents Association. 
Event able to be held with assistance of a City of Melbourne Council community grant.
Registered attendees will be notified of any unexpected changes to event dates/times.

In this meeting you will:

•  Hear from our guest speaker - Melbourne Arts Precinct Co. as they
commence community engagement for the $1.5 billion Arts
Precinct transformation project announced 2 years ago.

• Be presented with an overview of the achievements of SRA over
the past year and electing a new committee.

Please note that in order to stand for election, or to vote at the AGM, 
you will need to be an SRA member. Membership is $10/year. You 
can sign up on our website at any time or on the night.

Date: Wednesday , 1 September 

Time: 6:30pm 

Location: Malthouse Theatre (Bagging Room), 113 Sturt Street, Southbank

invites all Southbankers to its 23rd

Annual General Meeting

The

You can register to attend our AGM by scanning this QR code:

Michael Pastrikos the most  
recommended agent in  

Southbank 2017, 2019 and 2020

0404 282 864  |  michael.pastrikos@raywhite.com 

Thinking of selling or buying? Contact me today
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Southbank intersection fix underway
Continued from page 1. 

“challenges of accommodating all road users 
from pedestrians through to heavy trucks” it 
would be “very hard to rectify” but acknowl-
edged banning trucks could be an option.

“However, if you do ban articulated trucks 
from the intersection, or trucks over a certain 
length, you run the risk of transferring the 
problem to an alternative route, which could be 
even worse,” he said.

“Realistically, if you want to give more pri-
ority and a better environment for unprotected 
road users, you may have to constrain the traffic 
going through there.”

Dr Logan said removing a lane from one or 
more directions, increasing the width of the 
footpaths and “calming the whole intersection 
overall” could be explored.

“For an intersection like this, just painting 
white lines and putting planter boxes in doesn’t 
make the intersection inherently safe,” he said. 

 “You’ve got to make the community advocate 
for the best possible compromise in what the 
use of that intersection should be.”

Under the Road Safety Act (1986), trucks that 
are 4.65 metres long, and placard loads such as 
fuel tankers cannot use the Citylink tunnels.

This is also applicable to livestock vehicles, 
but all other heavy vehicles are permitted to use 
the tunnels.  

Southbank Residents’ Association (SRA) 
president Tony Penna said until changes were 
made the intersection would “remain a hazard”.

“We’ve got to take trucks off that road … that’s 
the ultimate solution. It’s not a thoroughfare for 
a high-density street,” he said. 

“The bollards, which were bowled over by 
a truck, emphasises that this is a really bad 
intersection.”

Victorian Transport Association CEO Peter 
Anderson, whose organisation is part  of a 
working group examining the intersection, said 
as a freight route “it is essential cyclists and pe-
destrians be quarantined from the intersection 
where possible”.

“When there are plenty of adjacent roads that 
are better suited to cyclists, it makes no sense 
to encourage or facilitate a direct interface be-
tween bicycles and heavy vehicles,” he said.

“As for pedestrians, attenuated concrete 
corners with rigid barriers must be a part of 
solutions to separate them from trucks, along 
with offset crossings to keep pedestrians as safe 
as possible.”

Jan Martz, who lives in a nearby apartment 
tower, said it was a “dangerous corner” that 
urgently needed to be fixed.

“It will continue to be an ongoing problem 
until they change something. Either get pedes-
trians off that corner or get the trucks out of 
there, but the two don’t mix together very well,” 
she said.

A 64-year-old truck driver was charged and 
bailed over the crash in May that injured five 
pedestrians all aged in their 20s and 30s. All 
patients were taken to hospital and have since 
been discharged •

Extra tower height approved 
despite local dissent
words by David Schout 
PLANNING

A proposed 24-storey Southbank apartment 
tower has had an extra four levels approved by 
the City of Melbourne despite receiving a high 
number of objections.

The $43m development on the corner of 
Coventry and Dodds streets, initially approved 
as a 20-storey building in 2018, was given the 
green light to add an additional 13 metres by 
councillors last month.

This was despite the application receiving 
66 objections, primarily related to the tower’s 
overall height, overshadowing and its appro-
priateness in the local area.

However, councillors argued at the July 20 
Future Melbourne Committee meeting that 
their hands were tied because of a previous 
precedent set by the state government.

The area has a “discretionary” height limit 
of 60 metres, and two nearby towers — Kings 
Domain and The Evermore — were approved 
beyond that figure.

The council’s deputy planning chair Cr 
Rohan Leppert said while he understood the 
concerns of objectors, there was no grounds to 
deny the permit.

“When the [Planning] Minister, on the ad-
vice of the department, approves those towers 
at a set height, 72 metres, then that becomes 
the height at which we all have to play on an 
equitable playing field,” he said.

“So, I completely sympathise with objectors 
… I merely make the point that the design ob-
jectives in the overlay essentially are deemed 
to be met by a 72-metre tall building because 
that is the precedent that has been set. As ever, 
planning controls in Southbank are very, very 
difficult to take on face value because those dis-
cretionary controls are very hard to interpret. 
So, my sympathies with the objectors, but a 
permit should issue.”

The council’s planning chair Cr Nicholas 
Reece said while the application to amend the 
planning permit had attracted “quite a high 
level of local community interest”, the process 
was clear.

“The precedent there and the height limit set 
is pretty clear, meaning that if this was to be 
contested then I think it would be pretty clear 
that the discretionary height that’s been sought 
here of 73 metres would be supported,” he said. 

Representing the applicant, SJB Planning 
senior associate Adam Haines said the propos-
al was “clearly supported by the Melbourne 
Planning Scheme” and was a timely project 
that would deliver a positive outcome for the 
local area. 

“The importance of facilitating new develop-
ment under the current economic and societal 
conditions is vitally important, particularly for 
proposals which demonstrate such a high level 
of compliance with the requirements of the 
planning scheme,” Mr Haines wrote.  

“Our client is not a land investor and/or a 
speculator. They are a deliverer of projects (as 
is evidenced from a current project only two 
blocks to the south at 41-49 Bank St) and it 
remains their absolute and underlying inten-
tion to act upon and deliver this development 
proposal – with these design changes resulting 
from a genuine exercise of design refinement 
and design improvement ahead of delivering 
this project.”

The total number of apartments in the proj-
ect would increase from 143 to 174 •

 ▲  An artist’s impression of the 24-storey apartment tower 
proposal at the corner of Coventry and Dodds streets in 
Southbank.
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Lord Mayor cops 

Deputy’s criticism over 

advisory group

Lord Mayor Sally Capp was publicly criticised 

by her deputy Arron Wood for the second time 

in five weeks after he raised “governance” issues 

surrounding her high-profile advisory board.

The Bringing Melbourne Back Better 

advisory group, which features the 

likes of Lindsay Fox and Elizabeth 

Proust, was established by Lord 

Mayor Sally Capp last month to look 

at ways of reactivating the city amid 

the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Cr Wood said the public wrongly 

perceived the Cr Capp-assembled 

“Bringing Melbourne Back Better” as 

an official board of the council, and 

called her behaviour “worrying” not 

long after accusing her of “playing 

politics” in relation to the CBD in-

jecting room debate.

His latest comments have only 

heightened speculation of a likely run 

for Lord Mayor at the upcoming local 

government elections on October 

24, however he is still yet to publicly 

reveal his intentions. 

Despite Cr Wood’s criticisms, other 

councillors defended Cr Capp, with 

some commending the Lord Mayor 

for openly assembling a “captains of 

industry” economic recovery group 

to lead Melbourne through and be-

yond the coronavirus (COVID-19) 

pandemic. 
The tense encounter took place 

at a July 28 council meeting, where 

councillors unanimously voted to 

formally establish the City of the 

Future/Recovery Taskforce.

Speaking in favour of the council’s 

official taskforce, Cr Wood used the 

opportunity to raise what he called a 

“serious issue” with the Lord Mayor’s 

esteemed group. 

“The danger comes when the 

appearance of what is an unofficial 

advisory group for an individual 

councillor, is given the idea that it is 

actually an official board of council,” 

he said. 
“And that’s what I don’t think the 

intention was, but I do want to make 

that clear.”
Cr Wood raised Mr Fox’s connec-

tion to the Lord Mayor’s byelection 

campaign in 2018. 

“I’m not in any way talking down 

the high calibre of people that the 

Lord Mayor is canvassing with, they 

are absolutely eminent and amazing. 

But governance is critical, gover-

nance is important. Lindsay Fox is 

amazing, but he’s also a donor to the 

Lord Mayor’s campaign. These things 

actually matter.”

Cr Capp assembled the group of 

prominent figures in mid-July and, 

along with Fox and Proust, also in-

cludes the likes of National Gallery 

of Victoria (NGV) director Tony 

Ellwood.
The group has since met weekly, 

and in broad terms has aimed to can-

vass ideas for attracting investment 

within the inner-city in the aftermath 

of COVID-19. 

Cr Rohan Leppert said that, con-

trary to the criticism, the Lord Mayor 

had done everything above board and 

should be commended. 

“First of all, can I just say that 

Continued on page 2.

words by David Schout 

COUNCIL AFFAIRS

Pandemic guidance provided for apartments

Long-awaited guidelines have been released for residents 

and owners’ corporations (OCs) to limit the transmission 

of COVID-19 in multi dwelling buildings.

The new guidelines were released on July 18 following 

two roundtable meetings conducted by the Department 

of Job, Precincts and Regions in July, which included 

Victoria Police, Department of Health and Human 

Services (DHHS), the Department of Justice, City of 

Melbourne, as well as resident groups and student and 

community leaders.

“Residential multi-dwelling developments with shared 

facilities represent a risk of coronavirus (COVID-19) 

transmission between neighbouring residents, compared 

to single dwelling or lower density residential buildings,” 

the document reads.

The 14-page document, now available on the DHHS 

website, provides recommendations, actions and 

checklists on how to manage the likes of common prop-

erty such as lifts and stairwells, visitors and deliveries, 

resident welfare and compliance.

Southbank Residents Association (SRA) president 

Tony Penna said SRA had been involved in the round 

table discussions and was happy with the outcome.

“The situation before was confusing because you saw 

different buildings doing different things, so residents 

rightly so would question why a building next door still 

had its tennis courts open while theirs was closed, for 

example,” he said.

“Decisions were made by OCs, and they were limited 

to the information available to them and their interpre-

tation of that, and of course they would interpret them 

differently.”
“So certainly, I think this is a step in the right direction. 

I’m relatively pleased with them and am looking forward 

to working with City of Melbourne to tweak the informa-

tion even further to our buildings and residents.”

Continued on page 3.

words by Meg Hill 

STRATA

Popular local venue Left Bank is now home to the Mercato pop-up take away 

market offering essential groceries, drinks and fresh produce on weekends 

from 10am right through stage four lockdowns. Continued on page 18.

Left Bank’s new market

Photo by John Tadigiri
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Building boom brought into sharp focus for Montague residentsResidents of a Montague apartment building have 
complained about being encircled by construction 
sites without warning. They said incursions into their lives caused by the precinct’s construction boom were unacceptable.

Montague Towers, situated on top of a storage facility at the corner of Montague Street and Normanby Rd, is home to around 50 residents. It is surrounded by three live construction sites – the R Iconic, the Normanby and the Oakwood.Residents told Southbank News construction was happening six days a week from 6am and causing their building to shake. They said trucks regularly blocked driveways and road access, and that the high concentra-tion of workers in the area meant car-parking was often entirely occupied.“I’ve been here about 21 months now and when I moved here there was nothing in my conveyancer’s report about the volume of construction that was about to commence in this immediate vicinity,” said Montague Towers resident Helen Robertson.“They’re working six days a week from 6am and we don’t know if they have permits for that because no one will tell us.”
“There’re tremours in the build-ing, there’s traffic chaos that the tradespeople are causing by parking in all the side streets blocking our driveways.”

“This is going to go on for four or five years and when we started asking the [City of Port Phillip] council questions around what our rights are, they basically have no response – they say the construction has Ministerial approval, so it has nothing to do with them.”
Ms Robertson said when she wrote 

to the Minister for Planning Richard Wynne’s office, she was redirected back to the City of Port Phillip. Southbank News has seen photos of cracks in one resident’s apartment, which the residents believe may have been caused by the construction activity.
The Montague Towers building is protected by a heritage overlay. It was formerly the Dunlop Pneumatic Tyre Co building.

Another resident, Brian Kelly, said he was a Vietnam War veteran and suffered from post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), which he said was triggered by the construction vibrations.
“It’s just ridiculous having to put up when you want a peaceful life and you have this going on every day and nobody cares about it,” he said.Montague Community Alliance (MCA) convenor Trisha Avery said the area surrounding Montague Towers had become the newest “hot spot” for construction-related issues this year.

“The part of Montague that is east of Normanby Rd has had challenges for the past couple of years but this part, which is west, has only just started to develop,” she said.“These kinds of problems for res-idents will occur at various pockets around Montague all the time – last year it was the Thistlethwaite and Ferrars [streets] area; previously it had been Gladstone St; now the hot spot has moved on to Montague St.”As reported in the previous edition of Southbank News, the Montague Continued on page 5.

words by Meg Hill BUILDING

Southbank Promenade and South Wharf burst back into life during the Spring 

Racing Carnvial as many of our much-loved venues reopened to Melburnians 

making the most of their long-awaited freedom. Continued on page 7.

That’s freedom!Photo by John Tadigiri.

Southbank Boulevard: the failed anatomy of Melbourne’s most expensive park
When a local resident cited the figure “$44 million” at 
a June 29, 2020 council meeting considering the City 
of Melbourne’s annual plan and budget, it put what has 
become Melbourne’s most expensive park at Southbank 
Boulevard into stark context. While the monumental failure of the council’s vision 
to transform half of Southbank Boulevard into a park is 
well-known, and acknowledged by the council itself, the 
sheer waste and mismanagement has never been fully 
understood. 

But since the council recently confirmed an updated to-
tal costing, which forecast a revised total project spend of 
$47 million, Southbank News has sought to uncover more 
of the project’s chequered history.  

words by Sean Car COUNCIL AFFAIRS
From what was originally costed at $15.9 million in 

2016, before being revised to $34 million the following 
year, has now become one of the most expensive capital 
works projects in the City of Melbourne’s history. And it’s 
still far from finished. It’s also the project that appears to mark the beginning 
of the end for its mastermind in the City of Melbourne’s 
now former director of city design Rob Adams. A council 
spokesperson has exclusively confirmed to Southbank 
News that Mr Adams is being transitioned to a part-time 
role after 37 years at the city. So, how did it all go so horribly wrong for the council? 

Dr David Hamilton, a long-term Southbank resident 
with an impressive professional background in govern-
ment, planning and economics, is the local figure who 
flagged the $44 million at the council meeting in June. Continued on page 7.
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In another victory for the community, the Southbank Sustainability Group’s 
impact on the environment and the local community has been recognised 
again with yet another award. Continued on page 8.

Sustainability wins again
Photo by John Tadigiri

Crown backed down on new taxi system

A new taxi system designed to alleviate late-night traffic 
chaos on Clarendon St was shut down at the last minute 
by Crown Casino, according to Southbank Police.

The proposed new “feeder station” under the Kings 
Way overpass, where drivers would pick up a ticket be-
fore presenting it at the casino’s western-end taxi rank, 
was designed to reduce the gridlock on busy Friday and 
Saturday evenings that was causing congestion, safety and 
noise issues.

But according to the police Crown pulled out of the 
trial system late last year. 

“Crown ultimately were reluctant to do it,” Southbank 
Station Commander Senior Sergeant Alexandra O’Toole 
told Southbank News.

“We had members rostered and it was all set to go, and 
then Crown pulled the pin on it,” she said. 

In what has previously been labelled a “20-year issue” 

by police, fare-searching drivers travelling north on 
Clarendon St seek to turn right into the Crown taxi rank.

However, as the rank fills up, and given only a small 
number of cars can turn on a green arrow, the resulting 
congestion can see taxis banked back to the Whiteman St 
intersection and beyond. 

Residents in nearby high-rises have reported a “nightly 
cacophony from 10pm to 4am” due to frustrated drivers 
using their horns.

A new “feeder” system sought to alleviate this issue by 
ensuring a more even flow of traffic.

Drivers who had not collected a ticket from the pro-
posed underpass booth would have been swiftly moved 
on.

While much of the now redundant cab rank under-
neath Kings Way is the subject of plans for new commu-
nity space as part of the City of Melbourne’s City Road 
Masterplan, the council was understood to be supportive 
of the police’s trial measures. 

“They [Crown] didn’t believe the taxi drivers were 
Continued on page 2.

words by David Schout 
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Community loses Boyd Park battle

The City of Melbourne has endorsed a planning 
application for a development on the edge of Boyd 
Park, marking the beginning of the end of the 
contest over the site while a broader debate over 
green space in the suburb is sure to continue.

Councillors unanimously voted in a 
Future Melbourne Committee (FMC) 
meeting on December 1 to endorse 
the application from developer PDG 
for a 42-storey tower on the west-
ern edge of the park with proposed 
conditions. 

The application will now await 
approval from the Minister for 
Planning Richard Wynne. 

There were 128 written submis-
sions to the meeting, the overwhelm-
ing majority of which requested that 
the council oppose the development. 

There was strong opposition from 
local residents to giving up a portion 
of the park, currently occupied by a 
basketball court and pop-up orchard, 
that they said was cherished by a 
community deprived of open green 
space.

Artemis Pattichi from Southbank 
Sustainability Group addressed the 
meeting to oppose the application.

“That activated green space has 
become the heart of our community, 
and something you know very well 
has been missing in Southbank for so 
long,” she said.

“It’s not going to be a park anymore 
if you take away that part.”

The application has been long 
foreshadowed by the council’s plans 
for the site, but its submission in 
September reignited opposition from 
residents to the plans. 

The council originally purchased 
the land – which includes the Boyd 
Community Hub, the Boyd Park and 
the development site – in 2007, with 
plans to sell off a portion for devel-
opment to fund the creation of the 

words by Meg Hill 
PLANNING

Boyd Park.
Multiple deals with a previous de-

veloper, Mackie, fell through. It was 
only last year that PDG was unveiled 
as the new buyer, but the Boyd Park 
was built and funded by the council 
in the meantime.

Although multiple councillors 
declared sympathy with the senti-
ment expressed through community 
opposition, they said the framework 
for the development was created by 
previous councils.

Cr Nicholas Reece said it was a 
challenging application to consider.

“On the one hand I’m very sym-
pathetic to some of the submissions 
we heard from our submitters 
tonight who represent residents in 
Southbank; on the other hand I think 
it needs to be said that there is a lot 
that is very commendable about this 
particular proposal,” Cr Reece said.

Cr Reece commended the build-
ing’s six-star green star rating, the 
inclusion of 40 affordable housing 
units, and 920 sqm of community 
facility space at ground and level one 
of the proposed building.

“In terms of the development and 
financial framework, that was a de-
cision made by council many, many, 
many years ago,” he said.

“What we’re considering this eve-
ning is the planning application and 
in that regard the planning controls 
are reasonably clear.”

Cr Rohan Leppert said it was ap-
parent that Southbank lacked open 
space.

“This is one of our urban renewal 
areas that didn’t adequately plan for 
open space, and retro-engineering 
some open space into one of the most 
dense parts of the country is 

Continued on page 2.
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BangPop,  
South Wharf

bangpop.com.au 
Order any of our delicious Thai 
curries receive a complimentary 
pot of FatBoy Lager or glass of 
house wine.
Order any two cocktails and 
receive two complimentary betel 
leaves to enjoy. 

BearBrass,  
Southgate

bearbrass.com.au       Open daily 
Receive a complimentary pot of 
local beer, glass of house wine or 
soft drink with any larger meal 
or pizza. 
T&Cs. Cannot be used in conjunction 
with any other offers/discounts. 
Must show local ID/postcode to receive 
offer. Managers choice of free drink.

Bluetrain Café & Bar, 
Southgate

bluetrain.com.au 
Complimentary glass of beer or 
wine with any main meal.
Any burger or pizza, including a 
beer or wine, for $20 (Wed-Fri, 
12-3pm).

The Boatbuilders Yard, 
South Wharf

theboatbuildersyard.com.au 
Available Mondays to Thursdays
$5 Mulled Wine. 
25% off all food.

BOHO,  
South Wharf

swrconnect.com.au 
Free next day delivery for any 
wine orders purchased through 
swrconnect.com.au within 3km.

Common Man,  
South Wharf

thecommonman.com.au 

Open daily

Purchase any bottle of wine and 
enjoy a complimentary cheese 
with lavosh and quince paste.

Complimentary coffee when  
you enjoy any breakfast or  
brunch item.

The General Assembly, 
South Wharf

thegeneralassembly.com.au 

Available Mondays to Thursdays

$5 schooner of selected tap beer.

$15 for a burger, schnitzel or steak.

GoBoat Melbourne

goboat.com.au/melbourne/

Open daily

30% off GoBoat trips on week-
ends in winter  + a significant 
‘winter weekday’ discounts.

Hophaus Euro Bar Bistro, 
Southgate

hophaus.com.au     

Open Wed-Sat 

Receive a complimentary 300ml 
of imported beer, glass of house 
wine or soft drink with any larger 
meal. 
T&Cs. Cannot be used in conjunction 
with any other offers/discounts. 

Must show local ID/postcode to receive 
offer. Managers choice of free drink.

La Camera,  
Southgate

lacamerasouthgate.com 

Open daily for lunch and dinner

Purchase the 8 hours slow 
cooked Ox Cheek and receive a 
complimentary Winter Warmers 
Cocktail. 

Not valid with any other offer. Valid 
upon the purchase of 1 main meal 
per person. Maximum 2 cocktails per 
table. Not available Friday/Saturday 
night between 6pm and 9pm.

Leftbank Melbourne,  
Southbank Promenade

leftbankmelbourne.com.au 

Open daily from noon

Complimentary entrée with any 
main course.

Ludlow Bar & Dining Room 
Southbank Promenade

ludlowbar.com.au       

Open daily

Enjoy a complimentary local beer 
pot or glass of house wine with 
any main meal purchased.
T&Cs. Cannot be used in conjunction 
with any other offers/discounts. 

Must show local ID/postcode to receive 
offer. Managers choice of free drink.

Photography Studies  
College, Southbank

psc.edu.au 
Enrolment fee on part time 
courses waived for Southbank 
residents (to the value of $200).  
Only for remaining 2021 intake.

P.J.O’Brien’s Irish Pub, 
Southgate

pjobriens.com.au 

Open daily from midday

Warm up at PJ’s this Winter. Try 
the Beef & Guinness Pie with a 
pint of Guinness or glass of house 
wine for $25.
T&Cs. Cannot be used in conjunction 
with any other offers/discounts. 

Must show local ID/postcode to receive 
offer. Managers choice of free drink.

Spirit of Melbourne  
cruising restaurant

melbcruises.com.au 

Operates Thursdays to Sundays

20% discount on bookings for 
the Spirit of Melbourne cruising 
restaurant.

The Tessie Pearl,  
South Wharf

tessiepearl.com.au       Open daily
$5 pint of lager or glass of wine 
for residents of 3006.

Free game of pool with every two 
drinks purchased.

Time Out, 
Federation Square

timeoutfedsquare.com.au 

Open daily 9am till late

20% off total meal purchase (up 
to $30 value)

Yassas, Southgate

yassas.com.au/southbank/   
Open daily
Free bottle of wine for the table 
when feast option is ordered.

I’m a Southbanker
Rewards & Special Offers for Residents 3006

For more detail about each venue and their Resident 3006 offer, please refer to the  
A5 booklet inserted into the July edition of Southbank News. Available until 31 August, 
2021. Note: Some venues may require photo identification with your address to verify 
your eligibility.

Published by the Yarra River Business Association  
with support from the City of Melbourne.  

August 2021. Enquiries: exoff@yarrariver.melbourne

The Mission to Seafarers, 
North Wharf

missiontoseafarers.com.au 
Open daily
A delectable three-cheese toastie 
+ a glass of Victorian wine (Pinot 
Noir or Chardonnay), or a 
schooner of Brunswick Bitter,  
for just $15.
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South Melbourne Market welcomes back visitors after COVID scare
words by Brendan Rees 
BUSINESS

South Melbourne Market has welcomed back 
all its non-food traders and visitors after the 
state was freed from last month’s lockdown.

It comes as the popular market was caught 
up in a COVID-19 scare after a positive case 
attended a few stores on July 11, prompting a 
tier 2 exposure site alert.

The whole market underwent a deep clean 
on two non-trading days before restaurants and 
cafes could resume selling takeaway during the 
lockdown.

Three stalls including Spin, TheSuperCool, 
and Create TbT Toys and Games, were initially 
listed as tier 1 exposure sites before being all 
downgraded to tier 2 within two days.

Fortunately, the market was unaffected 

because all three retail stalls had closed as a 
result of the lockdown.

For Matt Prezens, owner of bike, scooter, and 
skate stall Spin, being able to return was a mo-
ment of bliss, declaring “It’s great to be back!”

“Every stallholder at the market has been 
tested and they’re all clear and the market has 
had a good clean-up so it’s safe to come shop-
ping,” he said.

Mr Prezens said without an online presence 
his business had taken a hit as he was reliant on 
face-to-face customer service.

“Without  that customer interaction, it’s pret-
ty much impossible for us to do anything.”

He said he and his partner had not qualified 
for any government support and were “abso-
lutely relying on the charity of our friends and 
family at the moment”.

“It’s been a nightmare for us to be honest.”
Also left reeling by the lockdown but excited 

to return was David Nunez, owner of home 
goods and gifts stall The SuperCool, who said 
he was “devastated” to learn his stall had been 
identified as an exposure site.

“Fortunately, we were downgraded halfway 
through our lockdown so we were released 
[from 14-day quarantine] earlier,” he said after 
returning a negative COVID-19 test. 

Though online orders kept his team busy, Mr 
Nunez conceded “It’s tough, you’ve got to pivot 
… you can’t do the standard offering so we did 
free shipping and things like that,” but added he 
was grateful for the support of loyal customers 
and the market’s management.

Meanwhile, the Emerald Hotel in South 
Melbourne celebrated pouring its first drinks 
after using the lockdown to spruce up its 
building.

It comes as the family-run tavern on 
Clarendon St was listed as tier 2 COVID-19 

exposure site on July 15 between 4.14pm and 
4.50pm, just hours before the lockdown began.

Owner Andrew Lewis said it was believed 
someone had “walked in and walked out” after 
placing a bet.  

“It’s a bit of a godsend that it happened at 
a time when there was a lull in the day where 
there weren’t so many staff on,” he said.

Luckily, Mr Lewis added they had also closed 
for takeaway during the lockdown to clean and 
repaint the tavern as part of a refresh.

“At the moment we’re just going through the 
right procedures and making sure we tick all 
the boxes.” •

For more information: 
southmelbournemarket.com.au

 ▲ Emerald Hotel owner Andrew Lewis is happy to be back open again. 

 ▲ Friends enjoy a drink at the Emerald Hotel.  ▲ Matt Prezens of the previously-listed tier 1 exposure site, Spin. 

Sw
anston St

Franklin St

Stew
art St

RMIT 
University

Captain Melville

Captain Melville
For over 150 years, the bluestone walls of 
Melbourne’s oldest public house have provided 
solace and sustenance to Melbournians and  
visitors alike. Now housing Captain Melville, it  
has become a popular destination for accessible 
dining, imbibing and revelry where you can  
enjoy great food, craft beer, cocktails and events.

Supporting 
business

  34 Franklin Street, Melbourne
captainmelville.com.au

 @captainmelville_34
  03 9663 6855
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coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine

ADVERTISEMENT
Your City of Melbourne community update

COVID-19 vaccine
If you are eligible, now is the time to book in for your COVID-19 vaccine. 
Having a safe and effective vaccine available in Australia helps protect 
you, your family and your community from coronavirus. To learn more, visit 
coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine

如果符合新冠疫苗接种资格，请尽快预约。在澳大利亚接种安全有效的疫苗，有助于保护个人、家庭和社区
免受新冠病毒的侵害。更多信息请访问：coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine

如果符合COVID-19疫苗施打資格，請儘快預約。在澳洲施打安全有效的疫苗，有助於保護個人、家庭和社
區免受新冠病毒的侵害。更多資訊請訪問：coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine

Haddii aad u qalanto, hadda ayaa ah waqtiga loo samaysto ballan talaalka COVID-19. 
Inaad qaadato talaalka laga hello Australia ee wax ku oolka ah wuxuu ka caawimaa 
adiga, qoyskaaga, iyo bulshadaada coronavirus-ka. Si aad wax badan uga ogaato, booqo 
coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine

Nếu hội đủ tiêu chuẩn, giờ đây là lúc quý vị lấy hẹn để được chủng ngừa COVID-19. Việc 
có sẵn thuốc chủng ngừa an toàn và hiệu quả ở Úc giúp bảo vệ quý vị, gia đình và cộng 
đồng của quý vị không bị bệnh coronavirus. Muốn biết thêm thông tin xin vào trang 
mạng  coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine

ن للحصول عىل لقاح كوفيد-19، الآن هو الوقت المناسب لحجز موعد لكم لأخذ اللقاح. يساعد توّفر لقاح آِمن  إذا كنتم مؤهل�ي
وس كورونا. لمعرفة المزيد، يُرجى زيارة الموقع  اليا عىل حمايتكم وحماية عائلتكم ومجتمعكم من ف�ي ي أس�ت

وفّعال �ن
 coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine ي

و�ن لك�ت الإ
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“Heartbreak” for businesses after enduring fifth lockdown

Businesses in Southbank are count-
ing the cost of the fifth lockdown as 
the recovery “appears to be the worst 
of them all”, according to the Yarra 
River Business Association.

“Those who have managed to stay 
afloat to date may now find it a real 
struggle to keep heads above the wa-
terline this time, unless there is a ma-
jor consideration by landlords by way 
of rent relief and not just deferment,” 
the association’s executive officer 
Tim Bracher told Southbank News.

“It is heartbreaking for business 
owners to often see their life’s work 
going down the drain through no 
fault of their own, and this must be 
having a huge psychological impact 
on many of them.”

Mr Bracher, who praised the City 
of Melbourne for providing “valu-
able business stimulants” in past 
lockdowns, said “a combined effort at 
the state and federal level can at least 
keep staff attached to their workplac-
es and cover some of the very basic 
costs”.

“Every lockdown further dimin-
ishes trader resilience and knocks 
consumer confidence,” he said.

“The only recovery tool that the 
public seems to be responding well 
to is direct financial incentive, and so 

Local batteries the latest 
in green energy push
words by David Schout 
ENVIRONMENT

A series of renewable energy bat-
teries will be installed throughout 
neighbourhoods within the City of 
Melbourne as part of a wider green 
energy push.

In a pilot scheme due to begin next 
year, the council will install small 
“neighbourhood-scale” batteries 
around the city to store energy and 
release it when required. 

A business case for the pilot bat-
tery network will be developed with 
a potential future capacity of five 
megawatts by 2024.

The “Power Melbourne” scheme 
is part of a wider push to have the 
entire municipality powered by 100 
per cent renewable energy by 2030.

Lord Mayor Sally Capp said the 
City of Melbourne had been a leader 
in sustainability for “decades” and 
predicted the move would encourage 
more innovation in the battery sector.

She called on the private sector and 
state government to join the scheme.

“Power Melbourne is one way we 
can contribute to a greener future, but 
we won’t be able to do this alone, so 
we will be calling on government and 
the private sector to get involved,” Cr 
Capp said.

“We are looking for likeminded 
partners to join us in delivering 
cutting-edge technology that makes 
our city more sustainable, and deliv-
ering future savings to businesses and 
residents.”

Battery storage technology is envi-
ronmentally friendly because it can 
store renewable energy and release 
it during times of peak demand, for 
example on particularly hot days. 

It is valuable because of the flex-
ibility it provides, and the ability to 
respond almost instantaneously to 
help maintain grid stability.

According to the Australian 
Renewable Energy Agency, the use 
of batteries for renewable energy was 
expected to increase over the coming 
years due to the technology’s versatil-
ity and falling costs.

Greens Cr Rohan Leppert, the 
council’s environment portfolio chair, 
said battery storage had a huge role to 
play within urban environments. 

YRBA will be introducing a limited 
cash-back scheme to try and boost 
the August, September and October 
period.”

Among those to reach breaking 
point was Ashwyn Prabakaran, own-
er of 8 Miles Café, who said while 
his shop had remained open for 
takeaway during the lockdown, daily 
revenue had dropped to 90 per cent 
of normal trade.

He told  Southbank News  he was 
“going into so much debt” with barely 
enough cash flow to pay for rent and 
utilities.

“There’s no rent assistance so we’re 
about two months back on rent,” he 
said but added, fortunately his land-
lord was “pretty understanding”.

“I keep my staff on but I have to 
keep their hours down. Luckily, most 
of them are young; half of them stay 
with their families.”

Mr Prabakaran said every time he 
reopened his shop after lockdowns, 
he felt he was starting from scratch.

“I don’t know if there will come a 
point where I can’t take these losses 
anymore, I might have to consid-
er shutting down or selling the 
business.”

Ollie Gould, the executive chef at 
Southbank restaurant Asado, said 
daily revenue – from selling take-
aways – was down around 90 per cent 
on normal trade.

“We ran our takeaway menu and 

did the best we could there,” he said, 
adding they “just battened down the 
hatches and tried to sell all our old 
stock again and I suppose break even 
and minimise our losses.”

Amid the reopening, City of 
Melbourne Lord Mayor Sally Capp 
took to social media encouraging “ev-
eryone to please shop local and sup-
port a small business doing it tough.”

Last month she also urged the 
federal government to set national 
targets for the level of vaccinations 
so the country can “open up and live 
with the virus”.

“Uncertainty is hurting businesses 
as much as the lockdowns,” Ms Capp 
said. “After more than a year of lock-
downs, there is still no ‘freedom day’ 
on our horizon which means there is 
no hope for our small business own-
ers and workers.” 

The state government announced a 
$400 million package, jointly funded 
by the federal government to support 
businesses to recover from the recent 
lockdown.

It included an $85 million small 
business hardship fund with grants 
of up to $5000 available for business-
es that have experienced a 70 per cent 
or more drop in revenue.

A commercial tenancy relief 
scheme as well as a landlord hard-
ship fund of $80 million will also be 
available for small to medium size 
businesses •

“Power Melbourne will deliver 
a huge amount of insight and data 
into how we can best reform our 
electricity networks to encourage 
more renewables and battery stor-
age,” he said. “Energy storage will 
help make more efficient use of the 
network, and will play an important 
role in accelerating our transition 
to a highly renewable electricity 
grid and low carbon economy. The 
neighbourhood-scale batteries will 
be coordinated to deliver sustainable 
energy back into the grid when it is 
needed most.”

The council has allocated 
$300,000 in this year’s Budget to 
deliver the pilot.

It said that future battery locations 
will be proposed for areas where 
network demand is constrained or 
expected to increase over the coming 
decades.

The City of Melbourne’s oper-
ations — for example street lights 
and gyms — are already powered by 
100 per cent renewable energy via 
the  Melbourne Renewable Energy 
Project •

David Schout
JOURNALIST

DAVID@
HYPERLOCALNEWS.COM.
AU

Energ y storage will 
play an important role 
in accelerating our 
transition to a highly 
renweable electricity 
grid. 

❝

❝

words by Brendan Rees 
BUSINESS

 ▲ 8 Miles Cafe owner Ashwyn Prabakaran was at breaking point with his business during the lockdown. 

The Southbank Community Hub is a free online space to connect with 
fellow Southbank locals, stay in the know, post requests for help, share 
skills and local knowledge, ask for recommendations, discover local  
services, classes, retailers, events and more!

This Facebook group is owned by Southbank News. 

If you’re a local resident or business you can join up here:

www.facebook.com/groups/southbankcommunityhub/

Connect
with your local community

SOUTHBANK
Community Hub
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Joy and smiles all round as South Melbourne Primary students head back to school 

From virtual high-fives to learning selfies, 
lockdown has proven no barrier for South 
Melbourne Primary School. 

While the fifth lockdown announcement on 
July 15 was the news few families wanted to 
hear, the school was able to keep its spirits high 
after returning to remote learning.    

This was despite a COVID-19 scare that 
prompted a tier one exposure site alert for the 
school and its closure for two weeks. 

It’s understood an infected person attended 
the school on July 15 but no cases were reported 
among its staff or students.  

The exposure listing meant teachers, stu-
dents and their families were cooped up in their 
homes to complete their 14-day quarantine 
while the state’s more than one million students 
returned to school after the lockdown. 

But when finally given the all-clear, big smiles 
and excitement echoed through the corridors of 
the school as it welcomed back its students on 
August 2.   

Parent Jessica Whitlock, who was among 
those to quarantine at home with her 10-year-
old son Jack, told Southbank News the school 
had been “amazing” in its support, adding the 
principal had “updated us every single day of 
isolation with any information he can give”.  

“They go well above many other schools 
– we compare with friends who have kids at 
various other schools across the state and South 
Melbourne Primary School comes out on top 
every time,” she said. 

Ms Whitlock, who also juggled running her 
business from home while Jack undertook 
remote lessons in their lounge room, said she 
found “little to no disruption” to learning. 

But she said Jack was elated to see his grade 
4 classmates and teacher face-to-face after 
he and his brother were unable to leave their 

words by Brendan Rees 
EDUCATION

Southbank high-rise apartment to spend time 
outside. 

While being apart from their friends was nev-
er easy, the school’s learning specialist Maddy 
Morrison said they were “incredibly proud” of 
how students had taken learning from home all 
in their stride. 

She said fun activities such as Olympic 
dress-up day and posting learning selfies on the 
school’s Facebook page kept students engaged 
while creating “a positive place to share what 
our classes are doing”. 

“Remote learning provides a deeper insight 
into the lives of our students. We’ve been able 
to meet their pets, check out their favourite toys 
and see many different costume dress-ups,” she 
said. 

“We pride ourselves on delivering a 
high-quality education. During remote learn-
ing, we’ve been able to continue this with 
live-streamed lessons and follow-up tasks for 
students to work on.” •

“Remote learning 
provides a deeper insight 

into the lives of our 
students. We’ve been able 
to meet their pets, check 
out their favourite toys 
and see many different 

costume dress-ups.”

↥

 ▲ Students dressed up as their favourite Olympic sport.  ▲ Jack learning from home. 

Arts Precinct’s $1.4 billion transformation now underway
words by Katie Johnson 
ARTS & CULTURE 

Southbank will soon be home to Australia’s 
largest gallery of contemporary art and de-
sign with early construction works on NGV 
Contemporary now underway.

The new gallery will sit behind the existing 
NGV on Southbank Boulevard amid a new 
18,000 sqm public garden, linking Arts Centre 
Melbourne and NGV International on St Kilda 
Rd to Sturt St.

Minister for Creative Industries Danny 
Pearson said Phase One of construction was 
currently underway, creating new jobs that 
were much needed post-lockdown. 

“This is an ambitious, once in a lifetime 
project that will further cement Victoria’s rep-
utation as the cultural capital of our nation,” Mr 
Pearson said. 

“This unprecedented investment in 
Australia’s largest ever cultural infrastructure 
project will create jobs and see Southbank’s cul-
tural precinct expand with a new Contemporary 
Gallery, an 18,000 sqm public space and an up-
graded Theatres Building.”

Currently, eight design teams are competing 
to present an initial design concept for NGV 
Contemporary. 

Up to four competitor teams will then be 
selected to progress to the second stage of the 
design competition and the preferred design 
will be announced in the summer. 

An NGV spokesperson said NGV 
Contemporary would provide a place to discuss, 
debate and reveal contemporary issues import-
ant to our diverse community.  

“NGV Contemporary will be a dynamic cul-
tural hub that all Victorians will be proud to call 
their own,” the spokesperson said.  

“It will form an intrinsic part of Melbourne’s 
creative and cultural identity, a universal civic 
space where visitors can gather, socialise, learn 
and interpret our world through a year-round 

presentation of exhibitions and programs that 
reflect contemporary life and culture.” 

As part of the project, the new public gar-
dens will transform the densely populated 
Arts Precinct into a greener space with vibrant 
plants that change with the seasons.

It will also include a collection of spaces 
for performances, gathering, installations and 
festivals that will attract visitors from all over 
the country.

Melbourne architects HASSELL and New 
York practice SO-IL have already begun work 
on the gardens, which involve decking over 
Sturt St between City Rd and Southbank 
Boulevard.

Arts Centre Melbourne will also benefit 
from the transformation with upgrades to the 
Theatre’s Building already underway and a new 

Centre for Creativity building being construct-
ed next year.   

Arts Centre Melbourne CEO Claire Spencer 
said the Centre for Creativity would include 
spaces and facilities for Victoria’s small to medi-
um and independent arts sector, a new perform-
ing arts gallery and an expanded Australian 
Music Vault.

“The Arts Centre Melbourne has been at 
the forefront of the Melbourne Arts Precinct 
Transformation with the State Theatre Fly 
System replaced earlier this year,” Ms Spencer 
said. 

“The first stages of construction on the 
Theatres Building will be underway next year 
and we’re working across the precinct to realise 
the government’s full vision for the precinct 
transformation, generating thousands of jobs, 

rebuilding our creative sector and creating a 
beautiful new open space for Melbourne.”

In June, the state government announced 
that Federation Square would be revitalised as 

part of the vision and the delivery of the $1.4 
billion Arts Precinct redevelopment on St Kilda 
Rd.

As part of the announcement, the govern-
ment said it was establishing a new entity –

the Melbourne Arts Precinct Corporation 
(MAP Co) – to be responsible for our two most 
important civic spaces that cover Federation 
Square and the new 18,000 sqm immersive 
public garden to be delivered as part of the 
Melbourne Arts Precinct Transformation.

Minister Pearson said that MAP Co 
would take responsibility for the running of 
Federation Square, ensuring a co-ordinated 
approach to activating and maintaining these 
two landmark public spaces.

MAP Co’s creation responds to the 2020 
Federation Square review and will strengthen 
the square’s governance and its cultural and 
civic purpose •

It will form an intrinsic part 
of Melbourne’s creative and 
cultural identity, a universal 
civic space where visitors can 
gather, socialise, learn and 
interpret our world.

❝

❝

 ▲ Renders of NGV Comtemporary and the new public garden. 
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 ▲  Ms Stout pictured with Education Minister James Merlino (left) and Member for Albert Park Martin Foley during a 
recent visit to the school site.

 ▲   Anne Stout, the newly-appointed founding principal of 
Port Melbourne Secondary College, which will open in 
2022. 

words by David Schout 
EDUCATION

New name, principal announced for Fishermans Bend school
Experienced educator Anne Stout has been appointed foundation principal of the newly-named Port Melbourne Secondary College, 
set to open in 2022. She told Southbank News of her excitement for the “rare opportunity”, and her vision for the school’s role in the 
area. 

“It’s a growing development and the school 
has been designed for that area. At the moment 
there’s not a lot of residents there, but they will 
come,” she said. 

Ms Stout said while there was always a “sense 
of nervousness” when a school opened in the 
local area, positive recent examples — including 
both South Melbourne and Docklands Primary 
Schools — should give locals confidence. 

“I think now there’s a sense of excitement 
with new schools, because we’ve had a lot in 
Victoria over the past few years, and people 
have seen how successful they’ve been ... the 
mood in the community now has shifted from 
nervousness to excitement, which is great.” 

She did, however, understand why parents 
might be apprehensive. 

“It’s hard for people to visualise what a school 
will be like until they see it. You’re trying to help 
people understand or sell a narrative around a 
school, a community and a building that people 
can’t see yet. So, it’s a lot of trust and faith for 
parents to decide to send their children to a 
school that they’ve never seen before ... that’s a 
big act of faith for families. And there’s a lot of 

responsibility when you’re principal to deliver, 
because people are really putting their trust in 
you,” Ms Stout said. 

While a principal’s workload is always con-
siderable, Ms Stout said working at a yet-to-
open school was a unique experience. 

Current tasks included policymaking, es-
tablishing the vision and values of the school, 
curriculum planning, staffing, and timetabling. 

“At the moment we have an almost-con-
structed building, and me. There’s nothing else,” 
she said. 

“It’s a lot to get my head around. Obviously 
when you normally walk into an established 
organisation it’s very different to having to 
remember every single thing. And if I don’t 
remember it, it won’t be there on day one.” 

Member for Albert Park Martin Foley told 
Southbank News Ms Stout was an “excellent 
choice” as the inaugural principal and was “well 
regarded”. “[She] knows the aspirations and 
values of our community. Knows all the local 
schools [and] is committed to excellence,” he 
said. 

According to the state government, Port 
Melbourne Secondary College will have a 
strong focus on STEAM (science, technology, 
engineering, arts and maths) subjects. 

The school was currently taking enrolments 
for 2022 and hoped to invite families to tour the 
facilities in term four. 

Ms Stout confirmed they would likely look 
beyond its immediate catchment area in initial 
years, to areas such as Docklands. 

“We’re certainly expecting to be able to take 
students out of zone in the first couple of years,” 
she said, noting that Southbank sat comfortably 
within the zone. 

“While Fishermans Bend is growing, there’s 
an expectation that we’ll be able to take stu-
dents from areas that are close to the school but 
slightly outside the zone. So, I’ll be encouraging 
families that are interested to put their applica-
tions in.” •

The brand-new secondary school to ser-
vice Southbank, Port Melbourne and South 
Melbourne will be called Port Melbourne 
Secondary College. 

After consultation in June considered “public 
interest, relevance to the local area, and local 
indigenous languages”, the interim “Fishermans 
Bend Secondary School” was formally named 
Port Melbourne Secondary College by the state 
government in July. 

The Mac.Robertson Girls’ High School prin-
cipal Anne Stout was last month named the 
school’s foundation principal. 

A Southbank resident during term time, Ms 
Stout enters the role boasting significant expe-
rience with founding schools, having served as 
assistant principal of Albert Park College when 
it first opened in 2011. 

She told Southbank News the role at Port 
Melbourne was a special one. 

“It’s really, really exciting,” she said. 
“As a principal, the opportunity to actually 

start your own school is really rare, but it’s a 
real privilege. And it’s a big responsibility in 
this community in particular. I was part of the 
foundation of Albert Park College, and I know 
obviously how successful APC has been. The 
community is looking for something that’s as 
successful, or more successful, and there’s a 
sense now that government schools can provide 
an education that is just as good, if not better, 
than an independent school.” 

In its first year, Port Melbourne Secondary 
College will open to students in Year 7 and 
progress by year level thereafter. 

Eventually, it will have an enrolment capacity 
of 1100 students. 

Ms Stout said the new school building on 
Graham St — currently two months ahead of 
schedule — was “phenomenal”. 

“I have to say; the new building is out of 
this world. I think people will be incredibly 
impressed when they see it.” 

She said the chance to work on the doorstep 
to Fishermans Bend, Australia’s largest urban 
renewal project, was unique. 

Hotel approved above heritage warehouse
words by David Schout 
PLANNING

A new 28-storey hotel is set to be built on 
City Rd, above a 105-year-old heritage-listed 
warehouse.

Plans for the $120 million development 
near Crown Casino were approved by City of 
Melbourne councillors at an August 3 Future 
Melbourne Committee meeting. 

The 100-metre tall hotel, featuring 380 rooms 
and an “alfresco-style café” at street level, would 
sit atop a 1916-built Edwardian-era warehouse 
building.

Existing buildings at 292-300 City Rd would 
be demolished to make way for the hotel, how-
ever the warehouse facade would be “largely 
restored to its original appearance”.

The warehouse was considered significant 
for its association with Southbank’s industrial 
history, and the new hotel tower would be set 
back six metres behind the facade “to respect its 
integrity”.

The council’s planning chair and Deputy 
Lord Mayor Nicholas Reece said the proposal 
would bring “real character to the streets-
cape” and “an additional degree of respect for 
Southbank heritage”. 

“I do think this is a significant improvement 
on what we’ve seen time and again unfortunate-
ly in Southbank, where we have lost too many 
of the heritage warehouses which used to be 
a real feature of Southbank, or we have seen 
cases of extreme facadism where towers extend 

immediately behind the facade of an old ware-
house,” he said. 

Melbourne Heritage Action president Tristan 
Davies  said while the group was pleased the 
council had ensured “more than than just token 
facadism” on the site, it did have some concerns.

Mr Davies said it had hoped more of the 
building had actually been retained. 

“It appears that what is being called ‘retention’ 
behind the facade to a six-metre depth is actu-
ally a completely new construction in modern 
materials behind the facade; sort of an illusion 
of keeping more of the building,” he said. 

However, deputy planning chair Rohan 
Leppert said while there were “atrocious exam-
ples” of so-called heritage protection through-
out Southbank, this would not be one of them. 

“Whilst the purest interpretation of the now 
updated local policy might call for an eight to 
10-metre setback or thereabouts, if you com-
pare these drawings in front of us to the sorts 
of applications we’ve seen in past years, we are 
seeing vast improvements already,” Cr Leppert 
said.

“And I think that is testament to a changing 
culture in the development industry but also the 
extent to which our planners have been given 
additional tools to push further.”

The proposal also received 28 objections, 
many from residents in the 46-storey Shadow 
Play apartment building to the west of the site.

Concerns focused primarily on impacts to 
daylight, outlook and privacy.

However, the council’s delegate report said 
tower separation of 11.3m to 12m ensured 

“adequate and reasonable privacy, outlook and 
daylight is maintained to the north-east facing 
apartments at Shadow Play; and sunlight is not 
reduced from midday”.

The hotel itself would feature an alfres-
co-style cafe on the ground floor, directly be-
hind the retained facade. 

Level one would feature hotel dining, level 
two dedicated for function space, level three 
admin and office space, level four co-working 
office space and meeting rooms, and level five a 
gym, pool and treatment rooms. 

Level six to 26 would each feature 18 hotel 
rooms, level 27 two presidential hotel suites, 
and a function terrace was proposed for the top 
floor.

The site is owned by IMG Australia 
Investments, and the hotel was designed by 
architecture practice Elenberg Fraser.

Addressing the council on August 3, Ruben 
Monsanto Jnr from Elenberg Fraser said the 
proposal would “bring the building back to life 
and create activation within the streetscape”.

It is an area of Southbank in which locals 
have said street activation was “sorely lacking”.

It is not yet known when the hotel develop-
ment would commence.

Why is the warehouse important?
The warehouse at 300 City Rd was built in 

1916 for poultry and bird food supplier White 
& Hancock.

According to heritage documents, it is 
considered significant both historically and 
aesthetically.

“Historically for its representation of the 
extensive industrial and distribution devel-
opment that existed at Southbank over a long 
period, aided by good railway and shipping 
access, and its long association with the firm 
White & Hancock, who were well-known in the 
poultry industry,” Amendment C305: Southbank 
Heritage notes.

“And aesthetically for the ornate Edwardian 
classicism of the facade, particularly the entry 
bays, judged within Edwardian era warehouse 
and manufacturing structures.” •

 ▲  An artist’s impression of the new 28-storey hotel to be 
built on City Rd.
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Would-be Montague residents not warned about development noise 
words by Katie Johnson 
PLANNING

As one of the highest-growth areas in the 
Southern Hemisphere, the Montague Precinct 
is currently a sea of development. 

Long-time residents in the area are accus-
tomed to hearing drilling around the clock, but 
for new renters or buyers, many aren’t expect-
ing the noise. 

Montague Community Alliance convenor 
Trisha Avery said that potential residents 
should be warned that they will be moving into 
a development precinct. 

“It’s interesting that when people move into 
the area they weren’t aware they were essential-
ly moving into a building site,” Ms Avery said. 

“Builders and development leaders aren’t 
doing their due diligence by warning would-be 
residents about the noise which many residents 
aren’t coping with.”

In November last year, Southbank News re-
ported that residents in the Montague Towers 
were suffering from constant development 
noise from three surrounding construction 
sites – the R Iconic, the Normanby and the 
Oakwood.

Resident Helen Robertson said that before 
moving in there had been no information in her 
conveyancer’s report to suggest she was moving 
into a development zone. 

“They’re working six days a week from 6am 
and we don’t know if they have permits for that 
because no one will tell us,” she said. 

“There’re tremors in the building, there’s 
traffic chaos that the tradespeople are causing 
by parking in all the side streets blocking our 
driveways.”

Ms Avery said that the lack of consultation 
with a community, particularly from the 
Fisherman’s Bend Task Force, had been an on-
going issue for some time. 

“It’s extremely hard to get any information 
about when buildings will be completed, what 
the plans are for public transport or what the 
population will be and for residents to know 
who to go to when it comes to noise,” Ms Avery 
said. 

“After COVID there has been no consultation 
with the community as many jobs have been 
lost and portfolios have been blended together 

Katie Johnson
JOURNALIST

KATIE@HYPERLOCALNEWS.
COM.AU

 ▲ Normanby Rd developments. 

 ▲ Montague Square development. 

words by Brendan Rees  
PLANNING

Southgate vision a step closer but residents 
say “they haven’t even met one of us” 

A controversial plan to redevelop the Southgate complex 
with a mix of shops, eateries, and commercial offices 
could be considered this month despite residents saying 
they still haven’t been consulted.

ARA Australia is seeking planning approval for a 
26-storey commercial building and a five-storey podium 
in what it touts would be a revitalisation of the precinct.

It also proposes to create 2000 sqm of new public open 
space (about the size of a supermarket) above Southbank 
Promenade.

Under the design by architects Fender Katsalidis, ARA 
proposes to partially demolish the Southgate complex at 
3 Southgate Avenue as well as the retail levels below the 
Langham Hotel.

A future pedestrian link to the Melbourne Arts Precinct 
and upgrades along City Rd have also been proposed. 

But the plans have sparked a ferocious backlash from 
residents and business owners, who have voiced concerns 
of noise, traffic, and loss of privacy.

The proposal came to a head at a May 18 Future 
Melbourne Committee (FMC) meeting when a spokesman 
for the Langham Hotel (which sits within the Southgate 
precinct) joined a growing chorus that there had been 
“inadequate” consultation.  

However, an ARA spokesperson told Southbank News 
in a statement this month it had conducted “a number 
of stakeholder meetings and focus groups to date which 
have helped to inform our initial design and planning 
considerations”.

“We will commence with our next stage of community 
consultation should the proposed redevelopment be ap-
proved by the Planning Minister,” the spokesperson said. 

“If approved, ARA Australia will undertake the devel-
opment in accordance with the construction management 
plan approved by the relevant authority which will ad-
dress matters of noise, traffic and dust management.”

It’s understood the proposal is currently sitting on the 
Planning Minister Richard Wynne’s desk (who ultimately 
decides if a permit should be issued) with a spokesperson 
saying it was “still being assessed” and flagged a possibil-
ity it could be reviewed in August, but no further details 
could be provided.  

The City of Melbourne also did not wish to comment 
due to the application being before the Department of 
Environment, Land, Water and Planning, and referred 

Southbank News to the May 18 FMC meeting in which 
councillors voted unanimously in support of the develop-
ment plan. 

Councillors also referred the proposal to the Victorian 
Design Review Panel for consideration for its “massing” 
and “development envelope plans”.

Resident John Smith of the Quay West apartment 
building said a “lack of overall” project management and 
traffic plans were his two main concerns and “neither of 
them has been commented on.”

He said he was disappointed the council “could’ve per-
haps in some way taken more of our concerns in account.”

Since the May meeting, he said “it’s gone absolutely 
quiet” and “others that I’m aware of in the building have 
formally requested some discussion face-to-face with 
ARA and that has not occurred at this time.”

Another concerned Quay West resident Mem Aziz said 
he had sent more than a dozen emails to the Planning 
Minister’s office which had fallen on deaf ears.   

One drastic email featured a white elephant superim-
posed on a photo of the Southgate precinct, saying “this 
kind of development continues to destroy our beautiful 
city.”

“They’re ignoring the residents and owners because 
they don’t want to consult with us or hear anything we’ve 
got to say,” he said.

“They made no attempt to have any dialogue with us. 
They haven’t even met one of us let alone a number of us.”

Mr Aziz said he received one response from ARA say-
ing “they’ll inform us once the council has approved [the 
plan]”. 

A council document in May stated preliminary parking, 
loading, traffic, sustainable building design and waste 
storage and collection arrangements “are appropriate at 
this stage in the process” •

 ▲ Quay West residents.

so there’s no accountability.” 
In terms of how local Montague businesses 

had been going after lockdown, Ms Avery said 
they had been bouncing back surprisingly well. 

“What is bouncing back is the coffee shops 
and cafes,” Ms Avery said. 

“There are a number of new businesses 
including Code Black on Coventry St which 
is doing extremely well and the Waterside Inn 
which has been taken over by a new family who 
are doing well to target the tradies with their 
new offering of toasties.

“In terms of the other businesses though I’ve 
noticed there’s been a bit of a struggle.” 

Ms Avery also said there had been a number 
of new car-based businesses opening up on 
Gladstone and Thistlewaite streets, which 
Montague was well-known for. 

As for development, there are currently a 
large number of half-finished apartment towers. 

Ms Avery said that Montague Square, the 
new residential precinct due for completion 
in October 2021, was well underway and was 
looking “very smart”. 

“It looks like it could be in Docklands or 
Southbank.”  •

For the latest from the Montague Precinct, 
read the Montague Community Alliance’s regu-
lar column on page 23.

Crown Melbourne bosses step down 
words by Brendan Rees 
BUSINESS

Crown Melbourne’s CEO Xavier 
Walsh and Crown Resorts chair 
Helen Coonan will stand down by 
August 20 – just weeks after a Royal 
Commission heard the casino giant 
was not suitable to hold a casino 
licence. 

The departures comes as the state 
government announced it would set 
up a new gaming regulator focused 
solely on holding Melbourne’s Crown 
Resorts to account.  

The new commission was revealed 
by Gaming and Liquor Regulation 
Minister Melissa Horne on August 
3, which was also the final day of 
hearings into Crown Melbourne’s 
operations. 

The Victorian Gambling and 
Casino Control Commission 
(VGCCC) will regulate all gaming 
in the state and be guided by the 
independent review into casino reg-
ulation, led by regulatory and public 
policy reform expert Deborah Cope.

Ms Horne said unethical practices 
in the gambling industry would not 
“be tolerated” with the new agency 
to provide “robust regulation of 
the Melbourne casino and wider 
gambling activity across the state” 
as well as a focus on gambling harm 
minimisation. 

Last month, counsel assisting the 
royal commission, Adrian Finanzio 
SC, told the inquiry in his closing 
submissions that Crown was not 
suitable to hold a Victorian casino 
licence, saying it had “failed woefully 
to adequately address key risks of 
money laundering at the casino”.

“We submit as follows: as at 1 
February 2021, when the Bergin 
Report [a NSW Casino inquiry tabled 
at NSW Parliament this year] was 
published, Crown Melbourne was 
not a suitable licensee,” he said. 

“In all the circumstances, it is 
counsel assisting’s submission that it 

would be open for the Commission 
to recommend that the licence be 
cancelled. That is not a submission 
made lightly. It is made cognisant of 
the consequences that such a finding 
would, in all likelihood, be highly 
disruptive to many people.”

He continued, “At present, that is 
right now, Crown is not at a level of 
readiness to combat money launder-
ing at a level which is to be expected 
of the operator of a casino as sophis-
ticated as Crown. It is, according to its 
own evidence, at only an early stage 
of maturity.”

“The evidence reveals serious mis-
conduct, illegal conduct and highly 
inappropriate conduct which has 
been encouraged or facilitated by a 
culture which has consistently put 
profit before all other considerations.”

Mr Finanzio said Mr Walsh and 
Crown Resorts chair Ms Coonan 
“cannot be the credible faces of the 
change required at Crown if it is to 
remain the licensee”. 

He said the evidence in the hearings 
“has brought into serious question the 
judgment and integrity” of Mr Walsh 
“in a number of respects”. 

Crown Resorts confirmed Mr 
Walsh “will remain available to assist 
the company until his employment at 
Crown ends on December 9, 2021,” 
and an interim CEO for Crown 
Melbourne will be announced follow-
ing consultation with the VCGLR.  

Hearings into the Royal 
Commission began in February, led by 
former federal court judge and senior 
barrister Raymond Finkelstein QC, 
with his recommendations initially 
set to be handed down by August 1.

However, in June the state gov-
ernment granted a request to have 
the Royal Commission extended to 
October 15 to allow additional time 
and funding to complete its work. 

Mr Finkelstein is investigating 
the corporate culture of Crown 
Melbourne, gambling harm minimi-
sation, and allegations it underpaid 
hundreds of millions in casino tax •
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A love affair with Vault
words by Rhonda Dredge 
ARTS & CULTURE

Most adults are wary about interacting with 
sculpture in public places, according to a study 
by RMIT.

But Vivienne Halat, a Masters student at the 
university, takes her esteem to great heights. 

As a circus performer, she was attracted by 
the inviting planes and angled views of Vault.

Yet when she observed the way other people 
approached the sculpture over the past year 
most just walked around it.

“One person walked through it,” she said. “I’d 
like to see them milling around. It could be an 
adult playground.”

Vivienne has set about provoking a change in 
responses to public art in her research project 
for a Masters in Art in Public Spaces called 
Temporality and Monuments.

She said that Vault was the first major piece 
of contemporary sculpture commissioned for 
Melbourne’s CBD and it should be in a buzzing 
setting.

“It invites you to think. It’s absolutely beck-
oning,” she said, waxing lyrical. “The whole 
thing is dynamic particularly on a blue sky day 
… it’s static but it’s alive. It doesn’t have a front, 
back or side.”

Vivienne’s study coincides with a growing in-
terest in public spaces with some sculptures sit-
ting nicely in their locations while others such 
as Vault should be commanding more respect. 

An example of the former is Inge King’s 
Forward Surge which sits quite poetically next 
to the Arts Centre and in front of the residential 
towers of Southbank.

“It gets kids climbing all over it,” she said.
Vivienne has tested out rigging from the 

wave-like forms for a performance she will be 
doing with Women’s Circus in November.

Another example is Clement Meadmore’s 
Dervish which is likely to be moved for the up-
coming redevelopment of Southgate.

“Southbank really has some great stuff,” 

Vivienne said, and she wants people to respond 
to it and strike up some poses. 

Gone are the days when the population 
trooped obediently in a single file along foot-
paths to work.

Scooters, bicycles, skate boards, roller skates 
and now rigging are some of the more dynamic 
approaches to movement through public space. 

On the day Vivienne went down to Forward 
Surge to test out the rigging, some kids had 
their bikes on top of the sculpture and she 
wasn’t surprised. 

“It’s about agency in a public domain and 
people being able to interact with public sculp-
ture not just stand back and look.”  •

Council announces “historic” meeting shakeup 
words by David Schout 
COUNCIL AFFAIRS

For the first time in living memory, the City of 
Melbourne will move council meetings away 
from Town Hall and into the community.

From September, one meeting per month will 
take place in one of 14 neighbourhoods within 
the municipality in a bid to better connect with 
local communities.

The local meetings will also start at 6pm 
rather than 5.30pm to allow locals the opportu-
nity to arrive in time.

While the announcement was for just 
three meetings — in September, October and 
November this year — Lord Mayor Sally Capp 
said the new arrangement would be “ongoing”.

“I hope it becomes a tradition for decades to 
come,” Cr Capp said at a July 27 meeting.

“We are bringing local government democra-
cy to the people and we are engaging local town 
halls with debates and discussions that affect 
their lives and livelihoods.”

The move had been a personal goal of Cr 
Capp since her election in 2018, and said it 
would bring council decision-making “into the 
heart of our community”.

She encouraged anyone to attend the meet-
ings in their communities, where the council 
would make a point of focusing on locally rel-
evant agenda items. 

It was likely to choose North Melbourne, 
Carlton and Kensington as the first three 
locations.

“Community is at the heart of everything 
we do at the City of Melbourne so we should 
make our meetings as accessible as possible for 
everyone living in the municipality,” the Lord 
Mayor said.

“The City of Melbourne is lucky to have 
such diverse neighbourhoods with incredible 
histories, and they all have unique needs and 
aspirations that locals want addressed.”

Cr Davydd Griffiths said the shift would 
allow the council to “make better decisions in 

the future”.
“It’s an important demonstration to every-

one right across the municipality that we take 
seriously their needs, and that we’re going to 
do everything we can to ensure those needs are 
met,” he said.

“This is a real demonstration of how local 
communities can be even more involved in the 
decision-making processes at the local govern-
ment level and that’s vitally important.”

Cr Griffiths said it was also about logistically 
making sure the highest number of locals could 
attend. 

“We know that not everyone is able to come 
into the CBD at 5.30pm on a Tuesday night, so 
hopefully this allows more people to be a part 
of that process.”

Deputy Lord Mayor Nicholas Reece said se-
nior council staff could not recall any meeting 
being held outside Town Hall in the past 40 
years

“This is going to be truly historic occasion,” 
he said. 

The City of Melbourne generally holds three 
meetings per month; one “regular” council 
meeting and two Future Melbourne Committee 
(FMC) meetings.

The neighbourhood meetings are set to take 
place on the second FMC meeting of each 
month, and locations will be announced at least 
three weeks in advance.

The FMC is made up of the Lord Mayor, 
Deputy Lord Mayor and nine councillors, each 
tasked with one or more portfolios. 

Discussion and decisions on these evenings 
range from planning matters to the endorse-
ment of wider strategies and plans that impact 
the local community •

For more information: 
melbourne.vic.gov.au

 ▲ Vivienne Halat performs with Vault.

The champion of our precinct commended

Fifty of Melbourne’s oldest and most loved 
small businesses will be celebrated this month 
in a ceremony with Lord Mayor Sally Capp.

Included on this year’s Lord Mayor’s 
Commendations list, is Southbank’s own Yarra 
River Business Association, and although it 
will be officially recognised for more than 
10 years of services, the Yarra River Business 
Association (YRBA) has fostered a thriving 
business precinct since 1999. 

At the helm since its inception more than 
22 years ago is YRBA executive officer, Tim 
Bracher, a man with a relentless passion for our 
riverside precinct and unparalleled ability to 
build cohesion within it. 

Mr Bracher said there had been two out-
standing features of the YRBA’s success over 
the years which he was most proud of. 

First, the delivery of a consistent and quality 
board servicing its members, and second, to the 
benefit of all, the creation of a fully integrated, 
world-class tourism and hospitality precinct. 

“We’ve had 10 years served by nearly all 
our board members who have devoted count-
less hours to the betterment of the business 
community, often at the expense of their own 
business,” Mr Bracher said. 

“It is a common misconception that our 
board members are there to further their own 
business, however, the discussions that are had 
are always to better the precinct as a whole.”

“Prior to 2010 the precinct was a series of 
visitor nodes where people would visit such 
as Southbank, Crown, Southgate, or Jeff’s 
Shed. We’ve done a world of work bridging 
along businesses to project a more integrated 
precinct.”

According to Mr Bracher, recognition in this 
year’s Lord Mayor’s Commendation has come 
as welcomed news for a precinct brought to its 
knees by the pandemic. 

words by Jack Hayes 
COMMUNITY

Along with an independent survey to its 
members which saw resounding acknowledge-
ment that the precinct would be in deficit if 
they didn’t have a business association like 
the YRBA, Mr Bracher and his board have the 
confidence to move forward with plans for a 
post-pandemic era. 

He said if there had been any silver lining to 
come out of the pandemic, it had been the shift 
from his members to move focus to their more 
immediate market which would help underpin 
their businesses and act as an insurance pol-
icy going forward, if and when this happened 
again. 

“We helped facilitate this with campaigns 
like what we have run in Southbank News to 

get our businesses to recognise the residents 
of 3006 as an underpinning market for them 
going forward,” Mr Bracher said. 

“As a precinct as highly reliant on the tourism 
trade, to have ignored the 25,000 people who 
sit right on their doorstep has been an obvious 
hurdle that we have had to overcome.”

“With the way the residential community 
have supported our businesses over the past 12 
months helped to cement a relationship that 
will endure when life returns to normal.”

The Lord Mayor’s Commendations have been 
celebrating small businesses and their stories 
since 2005.

“It’s never been more important to honour 
small businesses and highlight how much they 

mean to our city,” the Lord Mayor said.
“Melbourne’s small businesses have endured 

the toughest trading conditions in decades, and 
we want to recognise and support them as the 
city recovers.”

“Whether it’s a butcher or a book store, small 
businesses are the lifeblood of our city. These 
awards recognise and celebrate businesses that 
have stood the test of time.”

“Anyone who has run a small business knows 
it’s a tough role, so it’s important we congratu-
late and honour the commitment of some of our 
longest-serving proprietors.”

The commendations program shines a 
spotlight on small business owners who have 
serviced the city for 10 or more years. More 
than 620 small businesses have received com-
mendations since the program began in 2005.

All going well, the Lord Mayor Sally Capp 
will present the Commendation to the YRBA 
and the remainder of this year’s recipients 
during a ceremony at Melbourne Town Hall on 
Thursday, August 12.

With the precinct defining public infrastruc-
ture project “Greenline” on the horizon, Mr 
Bracher is eager to work with all stakeholders 
to further the precinct’s reputation as one of the 
world’s best tourism destinations. 

“We want to work very closely with the coun-
cil on the vision for Greenline and getting the 
north bank of the river developed as a visitor 
friendly interface between the river and the 
CBD,” he said. 

“We want to see the council work with the 
various government departments and agencies 
to share its vision and overcome the dreadful 
fragmentation that is still the biggest hurdle in 
seeing any change along the river corridor.”

The YRBA’s quarterly luncheon will return 
in October after successive lockdowns curtailed 
plans for the first two events. 

The luncheon, which will feature Lord 
Mayor Sally Capp, has now been re-confirmed 
for Friday, October 1 at 12pm, Belgian Beer 
Cafe, Southbank •

 ▲ Yarra River Business Association executive officer Tim Bracher.
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Day one shopping at South Wharf DFO

If you need a pair of New Balance runners after 
giving your old ones a beating during the last 
lockdown, DFO on South Wharf is the place to 
go.

If your running tights are on the dull side and 
you’re wanting to be seen, FILA has a vibrant 
pair in stock.

New shipments were coming in, according 
to the the store manager, now that things were 
opening up overseas.

A glimmer of hope is on the horizon but on 
day one of shopping after the latest lockdown 
local shoppers weren’t exactly flocking to stock 
up.

“It seems to get quieter and quieter each time 
there is a lockdown,” Luke Davis, store manager 
at the FILA outlet, said. “The last one took a 
couple of weeks.”

The store has a capacity of 35 under the 
one person per four square metres rule but 
on Wednesday the first customer came in at 
10.15am and there were about five in the store 
at any one time.

Not that anyone is counting but they still 
remember good old days with 100 people lining 
up at the tills.

Workers were glad to be back even though 
there were lingering fears about being so close 
to quarantine hotels.

Both the Novotel and the Pan Pacific Hotel 
are still being used to isolate close contacts.

Justine Bindas, a worker at New Balance, 

words by Rhonda Dredge  
BUSINESS

remembers coming to work and seeing a red 
bus from the airport and police surrounding 
the hotels.

“It made me feel uncomfortable. It made it 
[the pandemic] real. I know because I saw police 
and soldiers.”

She said there was an incident where she 
served a customer from the US. “She’d left the 
hotel after quarantine. She’d finished 14 days. 
She’d come in to get some gear.”

Justine knew she wasn’t infected. That wasn’t 

 ▲ FILA store manager Luke Davis shows off the popular hoody with the small square logo, down from $90 to $45.

 ▲ On the dark side at Rona Place.

Booksellers unite in new 
chapter to halt city exodus
words by Brendan Rees 
BUSINESS

For Jaye Chin-Dusting, the owner of Mary 
Martin Bookshop in Southbank, finding cre-
ative ways to attract customers has been no easy 
feat amid repeated lockdowns.  

But she’s hoping this trend will be reversed 
when a new initiative called Melbourne City 
Reads which has been organised by eight 
bookshops will bring back readers of all kinds 
through their doors.  

The book shops  – Dymocks Collins Street, 
Hill of Content, Mary Martin Southbank and 
Queen Victoria Market, North Melbourne 
Books, The Paperback Bookshop, Readings 
Carlton, and Readings State Library – will 
showcase a different book each month with a 25 
per cent discount on the cover price. 

This first title to be offered will be Small Joys 
of Real Life,  the first novel by Allee Richards, 
which follows its protagonist, Eva, in her 20s, 
as she deals with the death of her lover, an 
unexpected pregnancy, a career crisis, and the 
joys and challenges of daily life in Melbourne’s 
inner north.

Richards will also discuss her novel at a free 
event at the Wheeler Centre on September 8 as 
part of this year’s Melbourne Writers Festival. 

Other authors to be featured in the initiative, 
which will run from August to November, in-
clude Miles Allinson, Emily Bitto, and Maxine 
Beneba Clarke.

Bookseller  Mark Rubbo  of Readings 
said  by banding together bookshops hoped to 
encourage the city’s passionate readers to buy 
books while celebrating a literary culture he 
believes to be “one of the richest in the world”.

He said lockdowns and depopulation of city 
offices have had a “terrible impact” on booksell-
ers in the city.

“Our shop in the State Library is 60 per 
cent down on its pre-COVID levels, [and] our 
Carlton shop 12 to 20 per cent down,” he said.

The July lockdown was also devastating for 
Ms Chin-Dusting who conceded “short lock-
downs are the worst for trade”.

“We always see a huge dive anyway but we 
see an almost zero click and collect because 
most people wait,” she said.

But in a boost, she said she was grateful for 
the community’s support when she saw sales 

go up during the school holidays between lock-
downs four and five. 

Ms Chin-Dusting said  Melbourne City 
Reads would provide a much-needed boost 
for book shops and had “high hopes it will be 
a permanent fixture in the literary calendar for 
Melbourne”.

Lord Mayor Sally Capp  said Melbourne’s 
bookshops “offer endless entertainment and 
knowledge while shining a light on Melburnian 
writers and stories set in our marvellous city”.

“We’re proud to support the Melbourne City 
Reads initiative to bring back the buzz – and 
encourage everyone to celebrate their inner 
bookworm.” •

For more information: 
mwf.com.au

 ▲ Jaye Chin-Dusting, owner of Mary Martin Bookshop. 

Celebrating our modernist architecture

Southbank resident and Southbank News his-
tory columnist Robin Grow has recently pub-
lished a new book MELMO, exploring some 
of the most significant examples of modernist 
architecture in our city. 

Mr Grow is the long-term president of the 
Australian Art Deco and Modernism Society, 
a preservation advocate and historian, and au-
thor of the award-winning Melbourne Art Deco. 
In 2008 he provided assistance to the National 
Gallery of Victoria in the presentation of the 
Art Deco 1910-1939 exhibition.

His vast experience makes him the perfect 
person to write about the city’s modernist archi-
tecture from 1945 to 1970 in his book MELMO 
– Modernist Architecture in Melbourne, with 
contributions from Simon Reeves.

The book is a fully illustrated and compre-
hensive history of the development of mod-
ernism in Melbourne, telling the story of the 
effects of the massive changes that occurred in 
rapidly growing post-war Melbourne. 

In the three decades after World War II, ma-
jor changes to design, materials, and construc-
tion methods in architecture occurred as tall 
buildings sprang up in the city centre and the 
suburbs continued to spread. 

According to Mr Grow, a new generation 
of architects emerged, applying stylish and 
innovative designs to housing and commercial 
buildings.

His areas of interest are changes to design 
aesthetics, architectural styling, the introduc-
tion of new technology and new materials, and 
the relations between architecture and society, 
including governments.

He said that elements of modernist architec-
ture included a lack of ornament or mouldings, 
large windows set in horizontal bands, rect-
angular, cylindrical and cubic shapes, and an 
emphasis on horizontal and vertical lines. 

“The major changes were about climate con-
trol, with the introduction of glass curtain walls 
and a new emphasis on cooling and ventilation,” 
Mr Grow told Southbank News.

“A  lot  of emphasis  was on engineering 
techniques, many developed during World War 
II, that enabled construction to be completed 
much faster and to be pre-fabricated and con-
structed on site.”

According to Mr Grow, buildings being 

bigger, higher, and built quicker was the dream 
after the Second World War, as architects 
looked to overcome pre-existing limitations. 
“Height limits were imposed by the Melbourne 
[City] Council in 1914,” Mr Grow said.

“They frustrated architects and building 
owners, but it is doubtful whether there would 
have  been sufficient funding for very tall build-
ings in the immediate postwar years.”

Mr Grow said that for those interested in 
observing modernist architecture, there were 
still a number of examples still standing today, 
including the Capri in Footscray, Caringal Flats 
in Toorak and ICI House in East Melbourne. 

“The buildings that were best-known from 
the USA were the United Nations building 
and the Lever building, both in New York,” Mr 
Grow said.

“Orica House (ICI) is the outstanding exam-
ple, other major examples were the large, pre-
fabricated blocks of flats and concrete houses 
constructed for the Housing Commission of 
Victoria.”

Robin Grow has a wealth of knowledge both 
historical and architectural, working hard to 
keep the history of Melbourne’s architectural 
journey.

MELMO is now available online •

the point. She feels like she’s on the front line, 
particularly now that some customers are com-
ing in without masks.

“We’re told we can’t question them,” she told 
Southbank News. “We have no right to refuse 
them. We don’t know if the customer has a 
medical reason.”

Just the name Rona Walk, the narrow walk-
way between the hotels and DFO, has spooked 
some with its dark connotations. 

Luke said he had avoided the walkway when 

coming to work, taking the river route instead. 
“I changed my walking. What if it goes through 
the air-conditioning?”

As a destination shopping venue, DFO has 
been hard hit. Some stores were manned during 
the crisis for online and click and collect shop-
ping. But it takes time to set up a system when 
stock is elsewhere in a warehouse.

“The school holidays were busy,” Luke said. 
“And when people were able to travel from 
Tasmania and Canberra.” 

The concept of destination shopping may not 
have caught on locally. 

Justine does her own destination shopping to 
the CBD, travelling for soap to Lust, and makes 
something out of the trip, buying up and stop-
ping for coffee.

Luke said that most people were still sup-
porting their local strip shops, but what about 
shopping with purpose at DFO? •

words by Matt Harvey 
FEATURE

 ▲ Robin Grow’s new book MELMO.
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Makayla is a class act 

When Victoria entered 
lockdown 5.0 last month many 
families may have fretted, but 
for prep teacher Makayla Bulte 
remote teaching is just like 
“riding a bike”.  

❝

❝

Words By Brendan Rees

“Sure, there have been a few bumps along 
the way,” the second-year teacher at South 
Melbourne Primary School said, but added, “it 
is a skill you do not forget”.

With a clear timetable, morning class meet-
ings, and four live lessons, Ms Bulte said kids 
were able to keep a routine “with minimal dis-
ruptions”, with the highlight of her job being 
the “joy and excitement the students have each 
day for learning”.

She said activities such as playing hide-and-
seek and having treasure hunts at home have 
made remote learning fun and engaging. 

“Our current favourite is going on adventures 
to space and the ocean for lessons. Nothing 

beats putting on your swimming cap and 
goggles to dive into the ocean for our literacy 
lessons,” she said. 

While a computer screen is no match for 
face-to-face learning, she said remote learning 
had provided an insight into their student’s 
home lives.

“Remote learning has provided a range of 
welcomed challenges that has allowed our 
school community to grow and develop in ways 
we never thought possible,” she said.

“It has allowed for further connections to be 
built, whether that is their younger brother or 
sister joining us for lessons, parents seeing what 
happens in the classroom, or families sharing 
their weekend adventures with the class.”

While Ms Bulte never expected to begin her 
teaching career in lockdowns after completing 
a Bachelor of Primary Education specialising in 
health at Deakin University, she has taken the 
challenges of the past 18 months all in her stride 
after the pandemic upended nearly every aspect 
of education.

“I think anyone in our community would 
agree that isolation has been a rollercoaster,” she 
said, but added she and many other community 
members had been blessed to have the support 
of family and friends who had dropped off care 
packages and been in regular contact.

The fifth lockdown was also particularly 
challenging for South Melbourne Primary 
School after it was identified as a COVID-19 
exposure site, with the school community re-
quiring to undergo 14 days of quarantine.

But there were smiles all around and elation 
when the kids streamed through the school 
gates on August 2 upon their return, with Ms 
Bulte saying many students “had a countdown 
to the big day” and their “uniforms ready to go” 

•

A truly tailored approach to real estate
Words by Jack Hayes

You’ll be hard-pressed to find a greater wealth 
of knowledge in the field of Southbank’s res-
idential apartment market than Southbank 
Residential director Mel McLennan. 

A resident for more than 20 years and with 
18 years of experience in owners’ corporation 
(OC) management, finance, and building man-
agement in Clarendon Towers, Mr McLennan’s 
encyclopaedic knowledge of apartment living is 
what continues to drive his long list of happy 
clients. 

“When people buy or sell an apartment, it is 
the biggest financial decision they will make in 
their lifetime. We understand that and go with 
them on that journey to make sure they get a 
good result,” Mr McLennan said. 

“As a boutique business we are able to provide 
an incredibly personal and tailored approach to 
selling your home, one that sees us totally dedi-
cated to your property 24 hours a day.”

As a specialist agent who sells apartments ex-
clusively, Mr McLennan has used his extensive 
background to achieve high prices for his cli-
ents – nothing is left to chance when preparing 
an apartment for sale.

Every aspect of the building is checked 
whether it be OC management, maintenance 
plans, resident owners’ occupancy rates as 
a percentage versus investors or short-stay 
operators.

“Buying and selling apartments is a very dif-
ferent set of expertise. You can have an agent 
who is very good at selling houses in Albert 
Park and South Yarra because that is where they 
have built their name, but they aren’t necessar-
ily skilled in apartment living,” Mr McLennan 
said. 

“As a specialist, we only have prospective 
apartment buyers on our books and market 

For more information: 
southbankresidential.com.au

your property through this network exclusively 
before we request any advertising commitment 
from our vendors.”

Mr McLennan said there was an interest-
ing pattern emerging, which countered the 
widespread reports of a burgeoning property 
market.

With property website Domain reporting 
Melbourne’s median apartment price soaring 
to  $567,793 in June, a rise of 2.2 per cent, or 
more than $12,000 from the previous quarter, 
single bedroom apartments in Southbank are 
bucking the trend and conversely are depreci-
ating in value.  

According to Mr McLennan, this movement 
is providing an excellent opportunity for first 
home buyers to enter Melbourne’s property 
market. 

“We saw a significant rush at the end of June 
with buyers taking advantage of stamp duty 
discounts for properties under $1 million,” Mr 
McLennan said. 

“With the average house costing $1 million, 
apartment living provides a great alterna-
tive for those trying to get into the market. 
Sometimes, $1 million may not get you much is 
certain areas, but it will certainly you a beauti-
ful apartment.”

“We have been seeing buyers who have sold 
their houses in the suburbs, and they may have 
a house down on the coast or in the country, but 
they are after an apartment to have great access 
to the city and everything that comes with it like 
the footy and shows.” 

Together with associate, David Gay, Mr 
McLennan deals almost entirely in Southbank’s 
owner-occupier market. 

Southbank Residential works solely through 
private appointment inspections, further high-
lighting its tailored approach to sales and build-
ing relationships with buyers •

Mr McLennan said 
there was an interesting 

pattern emerging 
which countered the 

widespread reports of 
a burgeoning property 

market.

↥
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La Petite Crêperie has been awarded a Lord Mayor’s Commendation

Honouring small business 
proprietors each year is our 
way of saying thanks for their 
contribution to our city. 

In 2021, businesses spanning jewellery, 
gaming and food and wine have 
been recognised in the Lord Mayor’s 
Commendations.

Savouring a crepe on a city stroll, or 
settling in for a hair appointment are 
among many people’s chief pleasures, 
and it seems we’ll never take them for 
granted again. 

Local businesses have faced their 
toughest trading conditions in 
decades due to the pandemic and 
city lockdowns, and we salute their 
resilience more than ever this year. 

In the past year, the City of Melbourne 
supported local businesses with a 
multi-million dollar funding package. 
We helped proprietors shift towards 
digital and online platforms and to 
expand their operations to support a 
COVID-safe reopening.

Now the city is reawakening and 
we’re welcoming visitors again, with 
activities that bring back the city’s 
buzz. Melbourne is home to a vast 
range of city businesses, from barbers 
and bike shops, to jewellers, book 
shops, wig makers and more. 

They help shape Melbourne’s 
distinctive character – and they form a 
significant part of our local economy. 
Some family businesses have operated 
for many years, run by several 
generations.

The City of Melbourne has acknowledged 
their efforts through the Lord Mayor’s 
Commendations since 2005. To date 
more than 620 small businesses have 
received commendations. Each business 
is a story in itself, adding to the layers of 
Melbourne’s history. 

The City of Melbourne is proud to 
recognise and promote them, and 

each year recipients appear in a 
photographic exhibition and join a 
growing alumni of fellow Melburnians.

Independent, distinctive and local – 
small business is the heart and soul of 
our community and Melbourne is all 
the richer for their efforts. 

The Lord Mayor Sally Capp will present 
Lord Mayor’s Commendations to this 
year’s recipients at a Melbourne Town 
Hall ceremony on 12 August.

For more information, visit 
melbourne.vic.gov.au/commendations

CELEBRATING  
CITY BUSINESSES

LOCALS TO LOVE
La Petite Crêperie
Enjoy the lemony, sugary tastiness at 
this pretty takeaway kiosk that’s tiny 
in size but large in impact. 
lapetitecreperie.com.au

Kozminsky Studio
This famous studio dates its history 
back to the 1850s Gold Rush and 
remains a stylish city destination for 
stunning jewellery. kozminsky.com

EARL Canteen
Be very tempted by EARL’s delicious 
displays of locally-sourced produce, 
from salads, sandwiches and healthy 
snacks to hot food and coffee. 
earlcanteen.com.au

Mind Games
Bringing the fun to Melbourne, Mind 
Games is an essential city destination 
for the best in board games, puzzles 
and roleplaying games. 
mindgamesmelbourne.com

Lord Coconut
With its undeniably aristocratic 
character, Lord Coconut offers men’s 
wedding rings, designer cufflinks 

and much more, stocking exquisite 
creations from more than  
30 jewellers. lordcoconut.com

Docklands Health
Yoga and pilates down by 
Melbourne’s waterside are teamed 
with other allied healthcare services. 
docklandshealth.com.au

Shakahari Vegetarian 
Restaurant
Dine in to enjoy fresh and 
surprising dishes at this iconic 
Carlton restaurant which makes 
vegetarians the special guests. 
shakaharivegetarian.com.au

Jissara Hair
Run by the same family in Kensington 
since 1954, Jissara passes on the 
passion for hair styling to each new 
generation. jissarahair.com.au

Alpha Lewis Signs
Another family-owned business, 
this firm makes its home in North 
Melbourne, producing everything 
from traditional signwriting to digital 
printing. alphalewissigns.com.au

IN-BRIEF

BUSINESS SUPPORT
Do you run a local business? 
For one-on-one advice, contact 
our Business Concierge team 
on 9658 9658 (press 1 for 
business) or enquire online, 
and subscribe to our Business 
in Melbourne newsletter for 
regular updates.melbourne.vic.
gov.au/business

CURATED READING LISTS
Find great books to read 
with recommendations from 
our expert librarians. This 
month we’re shining a light on 
Homelessness Awareness Week 
through a curated reading list. 
To browse these books and 
more, visit melbourne.vic.gov.
au/libraries and click on ‘Read’.

RAINBOW CARERS
Do you provide unpaid care to 
an older person, or someone 
living with a physical or mental 
health condition or disability? 
The City of Melbourne offers 
supportive programs for carers, 
including a dedicated group for 
LGBTIQ+ carers, in partnership 
with Queerspace. Find out more 
at melbourne.vic.gov.au/carers

NEW PLAYGROUND 
Bring the kids to test out the 
leafy new playground at Lincoln 
Square in Carlton. It features 
tall play towers high up amid 
the tree canopy, a suspended 
rope bridge, large tunnel slide 
and equipment suitable for all 
ages and abilities. melbourne.
vic.gov.au/cityprojects

COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Watch meetings live from 
wherever you are thanks to our 
live-streaming capability. Tune 
in live or catch up later. Find all 
the details about Council and 
committee meetings at 
melbourne.vic.gov.au/
aboutcouncil

ADVERTISEMENT
Your City of Melbourne community update



August 2021, Issue 110 15

Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no Southbank  News

HUSTLE AND HEART DRIVES 
SIGNAL’S YOUNG ARTISTS
Follow in the footsteps of 
outstanding young artists at Signal, 
the City of Melbourne’s creative 
studio for people aged 14 to 25.

Whether you are a filmmaker, actor, 
visual artist or anything in between, 
you can find the support and 
encouragement you need to take  
the next steps in your creative career 
at Signal.

Since creating her one-woman 
comedy cabaret LOTUS with Signal, 
Chi Nguyen has secured support to 
develop and premiere her show Miss 
Saigon-Wrong at the Bowery Theatre 
and acted in Netflix series The Wilds.

AP Pobjoy secured investment to 
extend the film they made for Signal’s 

Young Creatives Lab (called Why  
Did She Have To Tell The World?)  
for ABC TV, and an internship with 
Film Victoria.

Betiel Beyin received a mentorship 
with renowned artist Candy Bowers 
through the Signal program and has 
gone on to write, direct and act in her 
own web series, called Lil CEEBS for 
Instagram TV.

Head to Melbourne magazine online 
to read our interviews with Chi, AP 
and Betiel magazine.melbourne.vic.
gov.au/community-stories

To get involved with Signal,  
browse what’s on at  
melbourne.vic.gov.au/signal

The new Lady Huntingfield Early Learning and Family Services Centre

The City of Melbourne offers a network 
of neighbourhood child care centres

Betiel Beyin and her team at work

Give your child a great start in life 
at one of the City of Melbourne’s 
network of family-centred 
long day care and integrated 
kindergarten services.

Our staff promote early learning, 
diversity and resilience, and ensure 
children have their voices heard. We 
also challenge children to be creative 
and innovative to help nurture future 
leaders. 

Looking to the future, we’re working 
to co-locate more services for children 
and families to make it even easier for 
young families to access integrated 
support.

In North Melbourne, Lady Huntingfield 
Early Learning and Family Services 
Centre has been rebuilt into a multi-
functional centre to better meet the 
needs of the growing and diverse 
population.

The new centre offers childcare, 
kindergarten, maternal child health 
and immunisation services, parenting 
support services and playgroups under 
one roof.

In your neighbourhood
We own and manage the following 
services for children and families:

Lady Huntingfield Early Learning  
and Family Services Centre
87-93 Haines Street, North Melbourne 
Phone: 03 9658 9658

North Melbourne Children’s Centre
28 Howard Street, North Melbourne 
Phone: 03 9658 7888 

To find out more about any of  
the above services, visit  
melbourne.vic.gov.au/childcare

LOCAL CHILD CARE LOCATIONS
ADVERTISEMENT

Your City of Melbourne community update

KEEP IN TOUCH
To stay connected with all the latest 
news from the City of Melbourne, follow 
us on social media and subscribe to 
Melbourne magazine online at  
magazine.melbourne.vic.gov.au

You can also join conversations to 
influence plans for your neighbourhood 
through Participate Melbourne at 
participate.melbourne.vic.gov.au

Connect with us 
 /cityofmelbourne

 @cityofmelbourne

 @cityofmelbourne

We also own the following community-
run centres in the municipality. Each 
of these centres maintains its own fee 
schedules and vacancy lists, so please 
contact them directly to find out more.

Gowrie Carlton Learning Precinct
150 Palmerston Street, Carlton 
Phone: 0458 323 808 
gowrievictoria.org.au/childrens-
programs/carltonlearningprecinct

The Harbour Family and  
Children’s Centre
1 Seafarer Lane, Victoria Harbour, 
Docklands 
Phone: 03 8624 1000 
gowrievictoria.org.au/childrens-
programs/docklands

East Melbourne Child Care Co-operative
Powlett Reserve Children’s Centre, 
Corner Grey and Simpson streets,  
East Melbourne 
Phone: 03 9419 4301 
emcc.org.au

Fawkner Park Children’s Centre
65 Toorak Road West, South Yarra 
Phone: 03 9820 2758 
fawknerpark.com 

Kensington Community Children’s Co-op
81B Altona Street, Kensington 
Phone: 03 9376 4565 
kccc.org.au 

Information and events in this publication 
are current at the time of printing. 
Subsequent changes may occur.
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Arts Precinct

CRITIC

Small stories 
from a big 
canvas
Some small, unfamiliar moments were creeping 
into the blockbuster Winter Masterpieces at the 
NGV this year which dedicates several rooms to 
the visual culture of French Impressionism. 

A soft, reflective portrait of Carmen Gandin 
by Toulouse-Lautrec had crept into the Urban 
Realisms room.

Carmen was an artist’s model but the job was 
precarious and fraught with social stigma.

Witness the impact of changing her hair colour 
from red to brown. The Parisian caricaturist of 
the city’s nightlife dropped her from his list!

Not all of the artists in this exhibition from 
Boston were as comfortable painting landscapes 
en plein air as you might expect in an exhibition 
devoted to atmosphere.

Renoir, for example, was highly critical of his 
own work. He thought that his lack of art training 
had led to excessive experimentation and many 
agree.  

Some of his paintings do seem confused with 
his pointing out the lack of definition, suggesting 
he painted with cotton wool.

Children on the Seashore 1883 was done in his 
studio from sketches and the illustrative nature 
of the children and their poses seemed more up 
his alley.  

The exhibition was carefully hung by the 
Boston curators to bring out the controversies 
and the connections between artists during this 
formative period of Western art in the late 19th 
century.

One was the argument that landscapes should 
be painted directly from observations in the field 
rather than in the studio.

Many began painting en plein air in the Woods 
of Fontainbleau. One up and coming artist 
followed Rousseau along a shady path and was 

the beneficiary of a few secrets about his palette 
as a result.

Rousseau favoured Naples yellow and emer-
ald green, both intense colours that de la Peña 
has managed to dull off rather disappointingly in 
his A Pool in the Forest, 1860.

 ▲ Waterworks at Marley 1876 by Alfred Sisley. Rhonda Dredge
JOURNALIST

RHONDA@CBDNEWS.COM.AU

 ▲ Elegant spacing at the NGV after lockdown.

 ▲ Children on the Seashore 1883 by Auguste Renoir.

Arts precinct bouncing back after another lockdown blow 
words by Katie Johnson 

As Melbourne shakes itself off from the fifth lock-
down, the Arts Precinct is attempting to recover 
from yet another blow. 

National Gallery of Victoria (NGV), Arts 
Centre Melbourne and the Malthouse Theatre 
are all digging deep to make sure the show goes 
on as the state’s art lovers begin to return to 
Southbank. 

To kick things off on August 27, the NGV’s 
Ian Potter Centre is opening its new technolo-
gy-based exhibition, Sampling the Future. 

NGV director Tony Ellwood said the exhibition 
would help to bring audiences back in the wake 
of the lockdown. 

“Through the work of leading designers and 
architects, this exhibition gives audiences an ex-
citing glimpse our many possible futures – both 
real and imagined,” Mr Elwood said. 

“The designers in this exhibition are using their 
ideas and skills to create objects, environments 
and images that expand our understanding of de-
sign, as well as to raise philosophical questions 
about how people in a distant future might make 
sense of today.” 

 The free exhibition will include work by 
speculative architects including Roland Snooks, 
Leanne Zilka and Sydney-based duo Kyoto 
Hashimoto and Guy Keulemans to comment on 
the issues facing the near and distant future. 

Arts Centre Melbourne also announced its 
new disability-focused arts festival, Alter State, 
which will debut in Spring.  

The festival will celebrate a diverse program 
of contemporary art and live performances by 
artists from across Australia and New Zealand in 
conjunction with Arts Access Victoria. 

Art Centre Melbourne creative producer Wen-
dy O’Neill said Alter State would highlight the 
talent of local artists with disabilities to celebrate 
their diverse range of stories. 

“Alter State is more than a presentation of 

amazing art; it is a two-year journey of artists 
exploring creativity shaped by our geographic 
location and histories, telling stories from our re-
gion and delving into new approaches to access 
in a program that we hope will seed and imagine 
diverse futures,” Ms O’Neill said. 

The festival will host a launch event in Novem-
ber, before returning for its full appearance in 
September 2022.

The opening event will include two commis-
sions – one in collaboration with the Metro Tun-
nel Creative Program and the other a part of the 
UK/Australia season, a collaboration between the 
British Council and the Australian Government’s 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. 

Foundation artist Joshua Pether said the 

festival would also signify a step in a positive 
direction for changing how the Australian public 
viewed disability. 

“I don’t see the festival as only being a plat-
form to showcase performances by artists with 
a disability but rather, and importantly, a place 
where we can have conversations and spark dia-
logue about what we want to see for the future in 
our community,” Mr Pether said.  
“We want to build on these conversations, deep-
en the rigour to our practice and apply that to 
our performances and the work we create.”

“If we create slowly and methodically, then we 
can potentially change the face of disability arts 
in Australia, become a major artistic voice in the 
Melbourne arts community and within the Pacific 

region.”
Meanwhile, the Malthouse Theatre has 

announced it will be presenting its immersive 
production Because the Night from August 30 to 
September 12. 

Malthouse Theatre executive director Sarah 
Neal said that art lovers should book in quick to 
avoid missing out. 

“The popularity of the show means we are fast 
running out of tickets and we can’t extend the 
season, so we want to ensure that anyone who 
is thinking of coming – please book in quickly,” 
she said. 

Ms Neal said that although it had been touch 
and go with its new gothic production, MON-
STERS, Malthouse was working hard to get it 
back on stage. 

“We’re remaining vigilant in our practice to 
keep artists and audience safe and we can’t 
wait to share this new work with audiences. It is 
shaping up to be an unforgettable live experi-
ence that celebrates the marriage of theatre and 
contemporary dance,” she said. 

Despite the array of offerings, the Art Precinct 
is bound by strict COVID protocols and is still 
reeling from five lockdowns.  

Indoor non-seated entertainment venues like 
galleries are currently open to a maximum of 
300 people per space with density limits of one 
person per four sqm.

Between 2019 and 2020 these industries lost 
5300 jobs, and the economic difference between 
2019 and 2020 is $756 million.

Despite the damage COVID has caused, NGV 
director Tony Elwood said that Southbank’s Arts 
Precinct still provided a refuge for Melbourne’s 
art lovers. 

“We have seen over the past year the vital role 
the NGV plays in the community as a safe and 
meaningful social space,” Mr Elwood said.  

“The gallery is a refuge for many, and as with 
previous lockdowns, we have seen an enthusias-
tic return of visitors upon reopening.” •

Another debate raged over how much a paint-
er should rearrange elements in a landscape for 
purposes of composition.

Eugène Boudin, an avid painter of very par-
ticular seascapes, was prized by Baudelaire for 
his exactitude of season, hour and wind, while 
Cezanne clearly favoured skirmishes with reality 
in his work. 

The paintings are cleverly hung to demonstrate 
the competing interests of composition, sensa-
tion and faithfulness to a particular location.

Bursting through all of this back talk is the 
English painter Alfred Sisley with his lovely 
subtleties of water in Waterworks at Marley 1876 
and Monet with his exuberant colour in Grand 
Canal 1908.

“An artist’s impression is the life-giving factor,” 
Sisley said about the way sensation was trans-
ferred to the viewer.

All in all, the re-opening of the exhibition was 
a welcome back for the NGV after another grue-
some lockdown and visitors were most appre-
ciative of the elegant layout, escapist landscapes 
and the room to move.

Gone were the typical lines three or four deep 
shuffling around in front of the paintings.

Art lovers were politely enjoying the elegant 
spacing at the NGV while seizing the moment to 
find out how painters worked up a scene. 

French Impressionism from the Museum of Fine 
Arts, Boston, National Gallery of Victoria, until 
October 3 •
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PHOTOGRAPHY
STUDIES COLLEGE

Nominative 
determinis-
swim

Peter Waters found 
photography through the 
simplest of impulses, to 
document travel, even getting 
a camera specifically to aid in 
the documentation process.

words by Matt Harvey

When Instagram launched in 2010, it was the cul-
mination of those desires, sharing the experience 
of travelling and a photo-focused platform. 
“I was intrigued by the prospect of sharing 
‘postcards’ from all over the world and there was 
a sense of being an early explorer – connect-
ing with people on the other side of the planet 
through photo-sharing,” he said. 

Peter swims with the Port Melbourne Ice-
bergers as a means of resetting, and said in that 
environment you couldn’t think of anything else 
as the senses were overwhelmed.

Despite growing up with little interest or in his 
words “ability” in watersports, bodies of water 
and his swimming club feature prominently in his 
works. 

“It must be in my blood,” Mr Waters said.
“I am intrigued by the physics and experience 

of occupying that special place at the boundary 
of air and water.”

Water isn’t Peter’s only influence; listening to 
music often inspires Peter to take photos. 

“It’s almost as much a visual experience as an 
audio one. The dreamy haze of Alice Coltrane, or 
Icelandic landscape-conjuring Sigur Rós come to 
mind,” Mr Waters said. 

“Looking at how painters compose their work 
can be inspiring and informative because they 
have complete creative freedom and control over 
light and form. Given no constraints or limita-
tions, where would I have the light fall, what 
elements would I draw out, what perspective 
would I use?” 

For Peter PSC has proven a means of explora-

tion and skills-building, drawing early inspiration 
from The Age/Sydney Morning Herald Clique 
competition and even achieved some early suc-
cess, winning the 2015 Photographer of the Year.

For the moment portraiture speaks to Peter 
as he explores style, content and searches for a 
way to portray meaning within his own art.

“Some of the work I’m most proud of is not 
what I enjoy doing. Meaningful work can be 
daunting and confronting. Having said that, what 
I currently enjoy is revealing something of the 
lives of others through portraiture,” he said •

For more information: 
photosbypjw.com
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HOUSING ALL AUSTRALIANS

Rob Pradolin
FORMER GENERAL MANAGER AT 
FRASERS PROPERTY AUSTRALIA 
AND FOUNDER OF HOUSING ALL 
AUSTRALIANS (HAA)

INFO@HOUSINGALLAUSTRALIANS.
COM.AU

Housing equality, a better future for all Australians
Welcome to the last article of our 12-part series 
which will attempt to explore the role that 
housing can and should play within Australian 
society and why it is important to our economy 
that we house all Australians, rich or poor. 

This series intends to draw on a range of per-
spectives centred around housing and homeless-
ness. We hear a range of views from business, the 
not-for-profit sector and hopefully government, 
as to why they believe housing is an important so-
cial and economic building block for Australia’s 
future prosperity.  

In the last article, we were very fortunate to 
get Mark Steinert, the recently retired managing 
director of Australia’s largest residential devel-
oper, Stockland, to share his thoughts around 
why the objective around housing all Australians 
is important, especially within the City of 
Melbourne …

Australia, “The Lucky Country”, continues to 
offer great opportunities to the majority of its 
residents having experienced moderate COVID 
impacts and enjoying economic growth con-
sistently above the OECD average. Australia 
is home to just 0.3 per cent of the world’s 
population, but accounts for 1.6 per cent of the 
global economy. However, according to the last 
Census, 116,000 Australians are homeless and 
represent the most socially and economically 
disadvantaged. They do not feel lucky. This 
number is expected to have grown as COVID 
has created an even greater disparity between 
the haves and have nots, particularly for single 
women over 50 and indigenous Australians. 
Housing affordability more broadly also re-
mains a significant social and economic issue, 
affecting social cohesion, wellbeing and in-
ter-generational mobility.

This is not a new problem and it is not unique 
to Australia. House prices have increased by 
60 per cent more than goods and services on 
average across OECD countries during the 
past two decades. How we use our land and 
the cost of serviced land are primary drivers 
impacting the supply response in areas where 
demand is strong, which is particularly the case 
in job abundant urban areas like Sydney and 
Melbourne. Land values have risen materially 
faster than construction costs with Australian 
house prices growing 6.8 per cent pa for the 
past 25 years while construction costs per 
square metre have tracked closer to inflation. 

The reasons for rapid land price inflation 
are many, with the most important being an 

undersupply of zoned, serviced land, which 
largely reflects strong demand growth, and 
complex, inefficient planning policies, which 
means rezoning can take up to 10 years, and 
lagging infrastructure provision. Government 
charges have also grown relentlessly. For ex-
ample, the Housing Industry Association of 
Australia (HIA) estimates that direct and indi-
rect costs associated with the planning process 
represent 25 to 35 per cent of the price of new 
housing. Two of these issues can be solved by 
introducing more flexible, efficient land use 
zoning controls coupled with much greater 
approval certainty at all stages of development, 
and reducing government charges where the de-
rived benefits are greater than the tax revenue 
foregone.

It is important to remember that government 
policy will normally reflect the actual or per-
ceived views of the community, with the vocal 
minority quite often having a disproportion-
ate impact. Nimbyism (Not in my backyard) 
contributes to slow planning processes and a 
reactive, rather than proactive, approach to 
land use. Importantly things are changing with 
most Australian cities now having an aligned 
land use planning and infrastructure vision. 
However, the practical outcomes on the ground 
are still desperately inefficient.

Circular, sustainable economic and social 
principles applied to land use, construction 
and place making can create lower costs of pro-
duction and maintenance, while creating more 
desirable community outcomes. Major enabling 
rail infrastructure and master planning of asso-
ciated near station land use is a great example 
that produces significant direct and indirect 
economic and social benefits. Importantly all 
of these benefits must be counted to ensure the 
right decisions are made in allocating scarce 
resources. 

Significant economic and social benefits are 
clearly observable from the new metropoli-
tan rail infrastructure developed in Sydney, 
Melbourne and Brisbane in the past five years. 
This is the first significant heavy rail develop-
ment in these cities in 50 years and combined 
with the master planning of near station land 
use has helped address affordability, inequality 
and economic growth. A new home in the west 
of Melbourne or Sydney is typically now only 
35 to 45 minutes from the CBD and other key 
employment nodes by train, and costs less 
than half an equivalent home in the middle 
ring. The new stations offer significant park 
and ride facilities but are future proofed with 

large drop-off areas, bike and scooter parking, 
improved pedestrian paths, security and big 
data analytics. In the best examples adjoining 
convenience stores, supermarkets and services 
are blended with diverse housing solutions to 
create vibrant town centres. Childcare, schools, 
medical and wellbeing centres, government 
service centres, flexible work spaces, commu-
nity gardens, community centres, landscaping 
and public art combine to create a real sense of 
place.  

The time is now, with supportive social 
and affordable housing policy in focus with a 
bipartisan government view that housing or 
shelter, part of the base of Maslow’s hierarchy 
of human needs, is a common need for societal 
wellbeing. Proof includes the 2020-21 Federal 
budget estimates which forecast a 37 per cent 
increase in housing related expenditure to $3.7 
billion.

However, current policy will still leave 
thousands homeless during the next decade 
and without community, private sector and 
government support for high-quality develop-
ment, this crisis will continue. This is where 
the private sector has a significant role to play. 
Trust must be built through high-quality devel-
opment, placemaking and social and enabling 
infrastructure delivery. A more deterministic 
and efficient planning and approval process 
needs to not only deliver housing at scale but 
high-quality parks and open space, digitally en-
abled STEAM, life-long learning hubs, health 
and wellbeing centres, job creation, walking 
and riding trails, vibrant town centres and pub-
lic/private transport connections.

Density done well is the key to improving 
affordability and liveability, enabling younger 
generations to buy or rent a home and older 
generations to downsize in suburbs where they 
live. Connecting public infrastructure is essen-
tial and, importantly, innovation like electric 
autonomous vehicles, electric shared scooters 
and bikes, solar-lit walking and riding paths 
and digital safety monitoring offer practical, 
non-intrusive, green solutions to getting people 
to central train and bus stations. Billions is lost 
each year in planning and building approval 
uncertainty and inefficient transport solutions. 
These can be the source of funding for social 
and affordable housing and integrated place-
making through fair value capture. Done right 
social and affordable housing issues could be 
solved within a decade.

However, this better future requires a new 
approach from all stakeholders to put the needs 

of our whole community first, enabling the use 
of scalable master planning to develop better 
communities. This must not be at the mercy 
of the political cycle or the NIMBY trends that 
are so prevalent. YIMBY is the future … yes in 
my back yard because I trust that sustainable, 
planned development that balances social and 
economic needs will be good for me and my 
community. 

We have come to the last article of our series. I 
hope you have found them instructive and help-
ful in shaping your view around why we need to 
create housing for all our people, rich or poor. 

I hope you found the above perspective by 
Mark interesting and insightful. It demonstrates 
that the private sector also has a strong view 
about the basic equity involved in providing our 
fellow Australians with the provision of safe and 
secure shelter. This is not just a social issue, it is 
a long-term economic issue for Australia and the 
private sector is also concerned. But they never 
had a voice. That is the reason why we established 
Housing All Australians. To represent a private 
sector voice in a national housing/homeless dis-
cussion through an economic lens. 

While what was said may not align with your 
view of the world, we all need to listen and digest 
what is said by others in order to find common 
ground. This is why we are focusing on the 
fact that the provision of shelter is a fundamen-
tal human need (not human right) and without 
that need being met, we have unintended social 
and economic consequences that will span gener-
ations. We are leaving an intergenerational time 
bomb.

The language we use is communicating the 
issue is important, and no one can say that safe 
and secure shelter is not a fundamental human 
need. We need to use the narrative that unites a 
community and not one that divides it. 

Doing nothing is NOT AN OPTION! We need 
to act and we need to act now. Any significant 
impact will take decades to materalise All of us 
need to be part of the solution so please feel free to 
write to me with your thoughts:  info@housin-
gallaustralians.com.au •

OWNERS’ CORPORATION LAW

Tom Bacon
TOM BACON IS THE PRINCIPAL 
LAWYER OF STRATA TITLE 
LAWYERS.

TOM@
STRATATITLELAWYERS.
COM.AU

Noisy neighbours

Living in an apartment building 
brings with it all forms of minor 
inconveniences. Compromises 
are often required as part of 
everyday life, as residents are 
required to live and put up with 
noise and reduced expectations 
of privacy, in return for the 
convenience of living in mixed-
use neighbourhoods.

However, there has always been a difficulty 
in how to resolve issues between neighbours 
when everyday minor inconveniences stray 
into major problems and major nuisances and 
hazards.

The owners’ corporation (OC) is not the 
best arbiter of these disputes, because often it 
can become a matter of “he said/she said” and 
there is a lack of objective evidence as to the 
true level of noise and behaviour.

However, recently an owner took another 
owner to VCAT and was successful in ob-
taining damages of $9000 for breach of rules 
relating to noise and nuisance. 

The building was a mixed-use retail-resi-
dential complex called “The Orchid” located 
in West Melbourne. 

The applicant claimed that she had been 
subjected to unacceptable noise coming from 
the unit above, and that rubbish had been 
thrown onto her balcony by the owner above, 
who lived there with his wife and three chil-
dren, aged eight, five and four. 

The owner had been served with three 
Notices of Breach by the OC, but the nuisance 
and noise had continued, eventually forcing 

the applicant to vacate her apartment and 
lease it out. 

However, before the applicant moved out, 
she was forced to install a retractable awning 
on the balcony to prevent objects being thrown 
(at a cost of $3500) and to install sound in-
sulation in the ceiling of her apartment (at a 
cost of a further $4000). There were further 
costs incurred in obtaining acoustic engineers 
reports and advice as well. 

The VCAT member made findings that in-
deed there were several incidents where chil-
dren were screaming on the balcony, and that 
objects had been thrown onto the applicant’s 
balcony, including food, toys and liquids. The 
VCAT member further found that the appli-
cant’s decision to spend money on the awning 
and ceiling insulation, and to ultimately vacate 
the apartment due to the nuisance was “under-
standable and not unreasonable.”

The incidents of noise and throwing of 
objects had continued over a 14-month period 
virtually unabated. 

In the circumstances, VCAT was readily able 
to find that the claim for nuisance was success-
fully proven, and that the damages claim was 

reasonable. 
The case illustrates that lot owners and 

residents should not have to put up with ob-
jectively unreasonable behaviour from other 
residents and lot owners. A person’s right 
to quiet and peaceful enjoyment is never 
absolute, given that we live in a world where 
construction noise, traffic noise and ordinary 
noise coming from other apartments and 
buildings is a common occurrence.

However, where that noise and nuisance 
crosses the threshold into unreasonable noise 
and nuisance, then the law shall respond ac-
cordingly, and where damages are not appro-
priate, VCAT and the courts might even grant 
injunctions to prevent the noise and nuisance 
also •

❝

❝
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COUNCILLOR PROFILE

“You’re never, ever going to get bored”; Greens councillor 
Elected in 2012 at the age of just 27, Greens councillor Rohan Leppert is a Town Hall veteran of sorts. But he admits that in his third 
term, the role is harder than ever.

David Schout
JOURNALIST

DAVID@HYPERLOCALNEWS.COM.AU

One gets the sense that with Rohan Leppert, 
things are rarely done half-heartedly.

Perhaps it’s an innate thoroughness, mixed 
with a healthy level of anxiety, but the City of 
Melbourne councillor rarely enters discussion 
or debates without being fully armed with the 
facts.

This shines through in public forums, both at 
Town Hall and online.

Perhaps it’s unsurprising then that, soon af-
ter COVID-19 hit Melbourne, he felt the need 
to commit full-time to his role as councillor.

For Cr Leppert, life on council has changed.
“It’s a great honour and privilege to help ev-

eryone every day through council. But it’s also 
harder to do this job now than it has been at any 
other time in my nine years here,” he said.

“The role of political leadership is very dif-
ferent to what it was before the pandemic. We 
have to be champions for a city in crisis.”

Speaking with CBD News just as Melbourne 
entered a fifth period of lockdown, Cr Leppert 
said the pandemic had sharpened his focus.

“Taking on the trauma of people who are 
going out of business or whose loved ones are 
experiencing acute mental health issues is not 
easy. But I do know what my purpose is at the 
moment, and that at least is something that 
spurs me on.”

Cr Leppert was first elected back in 2012 as a 
fresh-faced 27-year-old.

A profile piece in this very publication 
around this time described him as the “hipster 
councillor”, who would “not look out of place 
on a fixed-wheel bicycle” (generously, it credit-
ed an “intellectual substance and capacity” to 
boot).

As with any new councillor, he had to learn 
the ropes quickly.

And now, nine years on, he’s thankful for a 
more welcoming initiation. 

“I think now is the hardest possible time to 
start as a new councillor. If I was starting now 
as opposed to nine years ago I would be … quite 
upset,” he said, laughing.

It’s not difficult to see that a fire burns bright 
on a broad range of topics.

Equally comfortable speaking about social 
mobility as he is the finer details of planning 
matters, a common thread is apparent; putting 
people and the planet at the heart of policy.

On the former, he expresses a regret that 
the pandemic had severely impacted local res-
idents, particularly in the CBD.

“I am increasingly agitated that we keep 
asking people to lock down, stay at home, and 
that’s going to keep the community safe. But we 
also always consider construction workers’ es-
sential work, which makes the staying-at-home 
for central city residents living next door to a 
construction site an absolute living nightmare. 
That doesn’t seem, to me, to be the right bal-
ance. We need to recognise that we have tens of 
thousands of residents in the central city now 
and if the overarching health message is ‘stay at 

home, be safe’, we shouldn’t make that staying-
at-home experience tortuous at the same time.”

From an environmental perspective, Cr 
Leppert has been front and centre of the city’s 
accelerated rollout of protected cycling lanes.

He derives pride from the changes these proj-
ects can make. 

“I still want to be part of a movement that’s 
saving the planet but doing that at a local level 
… the ability to introduce new reforms and see 
those reforms actually change the way people 
live, is still quite exciting to me.”

Rather than being met with a sigh, the com-
plexity of complaints he receives from constit-
uents keeps things interesting.

“The challenges and the enquiries that come 
up every day are completely fresh, and I just 
absolutely love that. You can be working on 
so many things every day — you’re never, ever 
going to get bored in a job like this.”

While on different ends of the political spec-
trum to some councillors, Cr Leppert paid trib-
ute to the “really healthy, collaborative” group 
at present.

A move to upper levels of government would 
seems a natural progression, but he is more than 
happy shaping policy at the local level.

“I admire those who want to be lower house 
MPs, but it’s something I’ve always decided is 
not for me.”

For this councillor, he’ll know when the gig 
is up.

“I still love this job, and still get a hell of a lot 
out of it. If that ever stopped, I’ll know I need to 
give the role to someone who has that energy.” •

“The role of political 
leadership is very 

different to what it was 
before the pandemic. We 

have to be champions 
for a city in crisis.”

↥
METRO TUNNEL

For more information: 
metrotunnel.vic.gov.au 

Gold for Metro Tunnel 
Creative Program
While digging twin nine-kilometre tunnels and building five 
new train stations up to 40 metres below Melbourne’s streets has 
brought some challenges, it’s also led to an explosion of public 
art.

Now the Metro Tunnel Creative Program has 
been recognised with a gold award in the Urban 
Design category of the Melbourne Design 
Awards 2021.

The program runs free activities, events and 
public art exhibitions to bring life and colour 
to the city during construction of the Metro 
Tunnel.

Works have included the PHOTO 2021 
exhibition Alpine Moth in the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, the massive rainbow design spatial 
deconstruction #23 (resilience) on the Town 
Hall acoustic shed on Swanston St, and pop-up 
parks at Albert Road Reserve and Domain Rd.

The gold award celebrates creativity and in-
novation in designing and shaping cities, towns, 
and villages.

Director of communications and creative at 
Cross Yarra Partnership Mary Parker said the 
award showed the importance of art to con-
struction projects.

“The program is getting more and more 
recognition – nationally and internationally,” 
she said. “It’s being seen as a best practice 
place-making program, delivering art and 
activations, business support and improved 
public spaces around our construction sites.” 
“This is another well-deserved award for the 
program which continues to keep the city vi-
brant during such a tricky period – particularly 
for our city businesses and creative industries.”

Artists for Creative Program works are cho-
sen after registering for an artist pool, with 
more than 64 artists and performers receiving 
commissions through the program so far.

Highlights of the program have included the 
life-sized photographic portraits of medical 
staff that adorned hoardings near the Parkville 
Station construction site, which even featured 
on a New York Times front page.

More recently The Flinders Quarter 
Augmented Art Walk in Melbourne’s CBD was 

an art exhibition that used augmented reality 
(AR) to bring artworks to life through digital 
animation and sound using a smartphone.

If you’d like to keep up with what’s happen-
ing in the Metro Tunnel Creative Program, 
you can go to metrotunnel.vic.gov.au •
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High-rise, high-risk
The build-to-rent high-rise towers proposed for the Marvel 
Stadium precinct could become high risk ghettos for short-stays. 

It is disappointing that Lord Mayor Sally Capp 
has been quoted as supporting the 28- and 
30-storey developments on a dormant La Trobe 
St site – without any safeguards in place to pre-
vent a short-stay takeover.

If approved by Minister for Planning Richard 
Wynne, we could have a good proportion of 
nearly 700 apartments thrown onto the grossly 
under-regulated short-stay market.

The Lord Mayor harbours the forlorn hope 
that the development will bring “much-needed 
diversity” to the housing mix in Melbourne.

There is little chance of diversity Lord 
Mayor; this development will be a magnet for 
the worst type of short-stay opportunists – un-
less you or the Minister take action to prevent 
this otherwise certain eventuality.

Cr Capp admitted that the council knew 
“renters in Melbourne are among the most 
stressed cohort within our population”. And 
yet this cohort will be lumbered with all the 
high-risk and anti-social behaviour associated 
with living adjacent to short-stays.

Without proper regulation, imagine the utter 
chaos of two new short-stay dominated towers 
with interstate visitors arriving from COVID 
hotspots around Australia.

We can suggest an apt name for the new 
council-sanctioned project: COVID-Central.

Let’s talk about planning schemes
Local planning schemes control the use, de-

velopment and protection of a particular area; 
these came into being long before high-rise 
residential developments overtook Melbourne 
and surrounding suburbs. It’s time for an 
overhaul. 

The National Construction Code NCC has 

no provision for short-stays in Class 2 build-
ings. The NCC is managed by the Australian 
Building Codes Board (ABCB).

In 2018 the ABCB set out to “discuss and seek 
feedback on the effectiveness of the voluntary 
Industry Code of Conduct” – referring to the 
Holiday Rental Code of Conduct developed by 
short-stay operators in Docklands.

The ABCB discussion paper The NCC and 
short-term accommodation in apartment build-
ings, included these definitions:

“In simple terms, Class 2 buildings are apart-
ment buildings. They are typically multi-unit 
residential buildings where people live above 
and below each other.”

“In simple terms, Class 3 buildings are a com-
mon place of long term or transient living for a 
number of unrelated people.” 

This ABCB discussion paper exposed the 
myopia of the review process, skewed by plac-
ing commercial interests above resident safety.

For example, take fire safety. Class 3 build-
ings have a range of safeguards to deal with the 
transient nature of guests who are not aware 
of fire exits or where fire equipment is located, 
plus management protocols for at-risk resi-
dents such those with health or mobility issues.

While the ABCB review readily identified 
the fire risks of having short-stays in Class 2 
buildings, one of the solutions it canvassed was 
to “include additional fire safety features in 
Class 2 buildings”.

Revealing the influence of the almighty 
dollar, the ABCB review offered this star-
tling value judgement: “A disadvantage of 
this option is costs for owners of short-term 
accommodation.”

Moving along to the nexus between “bylaws”, 

SOUTHBANK SUSTAINABILITY GROUP

Artemis Pattichi
SOUTHBANK SUSTAINABILITY 
GROUP
SOUTHBANKSUSTAINABILITY@
GMAIL.COM

Ways to connect – lull but no loss
While we said it last month, it bears repeating: feeling connected and part of a community is the best antidote of isolation, social 
disconnection, and all other effects these repeatedly challenging times are causing. 

council participation, the Lord Mayor, recently 
reached out to make this visit happen no matter 
what. We look forward to welcoming her soon 
and talk about past work, upcoming initiatives, 
and potential opportunities for Southbank. 

Spring planting coming soon 
The amazing leadership team of champions 

that is the driving force behind this group, is 
working on the next bi-annual community 
planting day. 

As always, we welcome suggestions from the 
people who use and harvest from the garden 
with your suggestions of what you’d like to see 
planted next. Keeping in mind that they need 
to be spring seasonal vegies or herbs and that 
we may not be able to fulfill all requests, even 
though we will do our best. We will make this 
an event for community members of all ages 
and experience to come together for an oppor-
tunity to contribute to the community garden 
while learning how to grow plants at home.

Our amazing champions for gardening, 
educational events, communications, and ed-
ucational materials, will be working hard this 
month along with other volunteers to make this 
event a beautiful day for all who want to join. 

You should also look out on our Facebook 
page or email updates for another great guide 
our educational materials champion, Chris 
Jubb, is putting together along with our de-
sign and communications super star, Aik Chin 
Teoh, on how to master zero-waste living in 
Southbank. If you missed our last easy-to-share 
guide on better environmental footprint basics, 
check our Facebook page or email us for a copy.

Keen to get more involved? 
As a community-run volunteer group, we 

have dedicated individuals who help provide 
information and content to our members. We 
are currently looking for some volunteers who 
would like to be a bit more involved, including: 
• Educational materials co-champion: If 

you’re interested in all things sustainability 
and have a passion for sharing knowledge 
about sustainability, let us know. The role 
includes co-helping with the creation of 
our Sustainable Southbank guides by fact-
checking and assisting with research for our 
posters. You will also be contributing with 
your own ideas. Anyone with a keen interest 
is welcome to apply. Email us for more 
information. 

• Educational events co-champion: Want 
to volunteer to help us deliver the fun, 
solutions-focused events that you love to 
attend? We are currently looking for a hands-
on member to help with organising, setting 
up, and creating a range of educational 
events that we have coming up within the 
year. Email us if you are interested in helping 
with this engaging and rewarding volunteer 
role. 

• Watering volunteers: With meetups 
starting again we are also able to do watering 
inductions again. We are always looking 
for more helpers with our watering roster, 
if you’re interested in watering on your 
own time. Thank you to everyone who 
volunteered to help since our last column. 
Email us so we can set you up and get you 
started!

Consumer Affairs and Planning. Unlike NSW 
body corporates, Victorian owners’ corpora-
tions cannot make rules or bylaws about the use 
of lots because the OC Act 2006 - according to 
Justice Riordan - was not written in “clear and 
unambiguous language”.

The craziest thing is that the state gov-
ernment excluded “Section 8 – Rules of the 
Owners’ Corporation” from its review of the 
OC Act – with the indolent excuse that the com-
ponents needed to be addressed in the context 
of the applicable planning schemes! 

It is time for an overhaul, not for sweeping 
the issues under the carpet. 

We need to have Planning and Consumer 
Affairs at the same table to get meaningful 
change.

COVID normal?
When restrictions are lifted, and we return to 

some semblance of normality – whatever that 
is –we will be emerging into a new landscape – 
one created by COVID.

How we live and work could be vastly differ-
ent from what we have known in the past, and 
we must use the opportunity presented to us to 
see this happens and we get it right.

The new norm for accommodation in 
Melbourne must include proper provision 
for everyone: students; those needing social 
housing or medium-priced housing; owner 
occupiers, long-term tenants; business visitors 
and tourists. 

When the pandemic is under control and we 
start to move into this new landscape please 
can the city planners create a vision that will 
accommodate all those who live, work and play 
here so we once again can reclaim the title of 
the most liveable city in the world?

Let’s have proper regulations established to 
prevent short-stay ghettos before the Marvel 
Stadium towers disaster is foisted upon us.

Now is the time to act. We need to start 

afresh with input from all stakeholders – there 
will never be a better opportunity do it.

Stop short-stays? There’s an app for that!
If you are tired of seeing key safes all over the 

city, there is an app that can make them disap-
pear, sometimes quite quickly!

Absentee short stay operators often leave 
apartment keys in key-safes attached to parking 
signs, bike racks or other council property – 
which, unsurprisingly, is illegal.

To witness magic in action, download the 
Snap Send Solve app for Android or Apple. 
This is an app that lets you notify the council 
of issues in your community. Take a picture of 
the offending key-safe that you found attached 
to council property and submit the image on 
the spot via the app under the heading of “Road 
Signage”, for example. The app will include the 
exact location, saving you the trouble of de-
scribing it. It only takes a few seconds to submit 
a report and the council will send the bolt-cut-
ter crew in due course, possibly the next day.

Thanks to the reader who sent in this tip! 
Keep those texts and emails coming in! 

Campaign donations
As a not-for-profit organisation, donations 

from individuals and buildings keep our cam-
paigns going. To register as a supporter of We 
Live Here or to donate, please visit welivehere.
net. We Live Here does not accept donations 
from commercial tourism interests •

Even if it’s connecting with new neighbours 
over coffee and gardening for a couple of hours 
on a Saturday, or volunteering for hands-on help 
with a solutions-focused community group like 
ours, connection is good for all of us.

Social connections 
We are still keeping coffee time as part of our 

fortnightly meetups (starting outside the Boyd 
House of Cards cafe), so that we encourage 
friendly conversations and getting to know 
each other before we start talking about up-
coming sustainability initiatives updates, then 
tending to the garden. Everyone is welcome to 
join. Just look on our Facebook page or email 
us for the most recent Eventbrite link (while 
gathering restrictions apply).

We know that in order to consistently and 
sustainably put good back into the world, we 
need to feel well enough ourselves to start, and 
then feel part of a community that supports, 
helps, and motivates each other. We hope you 
are all taking good care of yourselves and that 
you are taking every opportunity to visit and 
interact with the community garden at your 
own pace.

Lord Mayor visit
We are honoured to have the right honour-

able Lord Mayor Sally Capp visit our group 
and garden early this month. Our group’s 2019 
Melbourne Awards (Environment category) 
win came with a visit from our city’s Lord Mayor 
to learn more about our group and the work we 
do. While it was put on hold due to successive 
lockdowns, a supporter of our group’s work and 

Next meetups
Our next group meetups (coffee, sustainabil-

ity initiatives chat, gardening) are on Saturdays 
August 7 and 21, 10am to 12pm at Boyd. Email 
us or look for the Eventbrite registration link 
on our Facebook page.

About the group
A solutions-focused group of Southbankers 

working to bring positive change in sus-
tainability practices and education to our 
neighbourhood, while building a wonderful 
community. Free to join. 2019 Environment 
Melbourne Award & KVB 2020 Sustainable 
Cities Environment Award winner •
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Perfectly locked-down

How good and motivating 
have the Olympics been! 
Ever since I was a little boy, the Olympics have captivated me! 

Lockdown number five 
in Melbourne was tough. 
Necessary, yes, but tough. 

Having now spent more than six months in 
hard lockdown since the beginning of the pan-
demic, the hardest thing for me was observing 
(and finally being unable to pretend it was oth-
erwise) what will be long-term impacts on my 
young children. 

We’ve done the right thing, as a community, 
I’m sure, but coming to see the once solid and 
pristine structures of my little ones looking 
weatherworn and even showing some cracking 
at the foundations has been a concern, to say the 
least. 

They have sore spots and even wounds on 
their minds’ shoulders from where we’ve asked 
them to carry heavy burdens – the true weight 
of which they can’t possibly understand and 
which I minimise in my hapless positive pep 
talks. 

Sadly, it could also be said that lockdown is 
not really over. It is not a binary state. Although 
we’ve been offered release, for some of us the 
key to the isolation trauma-locks might as well 
be at the bottom of a haystack! Being locked-
down, is grammatically speaking, we might say, 
in the present perfect tense. It is something that 
has happened in the past, but which has ongo-
ing implications. We might be free to roam now, 
more or less, but some of us – perhaps children 
most of all, without even knowing it – are still 
locked-down. 

I will, no doubt, have my critics telling me I 
should not write these things, but we need to be 
able to simultaneously affirm and abide by our 
public health directives in a time of pandemic 
while also acknowledging the cost. If we get the 
tense wrong, we misunderstand the meaning! 

It should be perfectly acceptable to read your 
having been locked-down in the perfect tense. 
If you don’t, you fail to see the definition – as in 
contours or subtleties – of its reality. And when 
you fail, or refuse, to see reality, then it is hard 
to heal from its bruising.

In the Christian scriptures, specifically the 
Letter to the Ephesians, there is a famous state-
ment that uses the present perfect tense. It reads 
like this …

“For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith—and this is not from yourselves, 
it is the gift of God.”

The verb to be “saved”, in that sentence, is in 
the present perfect. Meaning, as it plainly reads, 
that the salvation it speaks of is something that 
has not just happened – like an historical release 
from bondage – but that the salvation is a state 
that one continues to be in. It is an in-faith-real-
ity for the Christian that they are saved in such 
a way that their liberty is a way of being – one 
that informs their state of mind as they move 
on through life. 

Words matter. If being “locked-down” must 
be read in the present prefect, and remain, at 
least partially, our state of mind even when 
we are roaming free, then perhaps we should 
change the language. Down, unavoidably, has 
negative connotations. 

Maybe next time (God forbid!) we should 

refer to it as being “locked-in”. That way, when 
the tense in which we find ourselves reading the 
word reveals that an inner captivity remains, 
we might then seek to reframe our tension – 
we might be able to see our being locked-in as 
a saving grace, and as an ongoing intentional 
state of mind. 

Imagining being “locked-in” might lead us to 
consider being locked-in to community-mind-
edness and support of one another, before, 
during or after periods of lock(down). 

Perhaps like the salvation that is written of in 
the Letter to the Ephesians, that is a gift of God, 
we might come to see having a locked-in mind-
set is a perfect gift to ourselves and to others • 

Initially as a kid at primary school, I would 
watch as much as I could before school, during 
school whenever I could and then as soon as I 
got home from school until mum forced me to 
go to bed! 

This continued throughout my secondary 
school days and from then on, I have been 
hooked! 

Of course, I have my favorite sports and 
events but anything that is on (especially with 
an Australian competing in it) draws me to 
want to watch. The amazing back stories of the 
hurdles that some athletes have endured to get 
to this big stage just take my breath away! I have 
three kids now and it is great to see them (or 
two of them in particular) following with such 
excitement and my six-year-old Beau asking 
me for the medal table update nearly every 20 
minutes!

What the Olympics does for so many is an 
endless list but what I do hope is that it serves 
as a motivating force. Winning a Gold Medal 
is an amazing achievement, as is a Silver and a 
Bronze. Competing at the Olympics is an amaz-
ing feat in itself.

We may never get close to winning the 
Southbank Table Tennis competition or the 
Melbourne Marathon but that doesn’t matter! 
We can all take steps to get more active and if 

not aiming to be the best in the world or our age 
group, we can be better tomorrow than we are 
today and that is the important message I would 
like to get across as I write this article.

We can walk for five minutes today and 10 
minutes tomorrow and build it up each day by 
five minutes. Equally we could do five minutes 
every day for a week and then increase that to 
10 minutes a day the following week. We can 
start riding a bike along the Yarra and go for 
a leisurely 20 minutes each way and increase 
that over time. We could either join a gym and 
start a new weights or fitness program or have a 

personal trainer come and design a program for 
you to use at your apartment gym.

There are so many options, and they only 
need to start by having a desire to be better 
tomorrow than you are today. Read that line 
again.

If you don’t have any goals, take the time to 
think about some and write them down – make 
them small, really small if you have to and see 
them grow as you achieve them. I have fond 
memories of going to a lady’s unit in Pascoe Vale 
many years ago. Her name was Joy, she weighed 
168 kgs and if she walked to her letter box 
which was around 80 metres away, she would 
need to sit and wait on her fence for 20 minutes 
before returning to her home – exhausted. 

I set her the initial goal of walking up and 
down her hallway (eight metres) a few times a 
day and to write it down for me. She did that 
and then we increased it to up and back four 
times each time, then eight times … then about 
three weeks later I remember receiving a call 
from her to say that she had made it to her 
letterbox and back and it was easy! Her weight 

loss and activity increased from there and she 
lost in excess of 50kgs and her life was changed 
forever. It all started with her wanting to be 
better tomorrow than she was the day before.

You don’t need to be an Olympian, you don’t 
need to be the best in the world, but all I ask is 
that you take some steps to be better tomorrow 
that you are today – let me know how you go – I 
would love to hear from you. If this article does 
what it is intended to do, that is to motivate you! 

Meanwhile I hope you have enjoyed the 
Olympics as much as I have.

For more information, exercise guidance or if 
you have any questions, feel free to contact me 
by heading to justintimept.com •

  Every Sunday 
 9am Traditional worship with communion
  1st and 3rd Sundays of the month
 11am Informal worship with communion
  Check the website for updates

20 City Road Southbank 
Telephone 9682 4995  
www.stjohnssouthgate.com.au

  Sunday 15 August
 9am Festival Service with Bach Cantata
  Sie werden euch in den Bann tun (BWV183)
  for 4 soloists, strings, violoncello piccolo, 
  2 oboes d’amore, 2 oboes da caccia 
  and continuo  
  Katherine Lieschke (soprano)
  Sally-Anne Russell (mezzosoprano)
  Timothy Reynolds (tenor)
  Oliver Mann (bass)
  St Johns Bach Orchestra 
  directed by Graham Lieschke
  Check the website for updates 
  and booking information  

Featuring the nine 
JS Bach cantatas with texts by 
Christiana Mariana von Ziegler
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Southbank and Sennitt’s Ice Cream
One of the enduring 
memories for older residents 
of Southbank was the milk 
bars that were located on 
many corners in the streets of 
Melbourne. 

Here we are again
We’ve emerged from another 
lockdown, yet the rules in our 
buildings always seem to be 
changing.

Among the variety of signs (and often perched 
on the roof) was an enamelled metal sign ad-
vertising Sennitt’s Ice Cream, depicting a polar 
bear licking an ice cream cone and stating a 
simple catchphrase of “Bear in Mind”. 

Most of the milk bars have gone, as have the 
signs, which are highly collectable and gener-
ally only able to be found at specialist antique 
centres. 

Sennitt’s had a strong link to Southbank, as 
the ice cream factory was located on Riverside 
Avenue, near the famous Allen’s Sweets factory.  

John Paul Sennitt was born in England in 
1851 and developed an engineering background, 
specialising in refrigeration. He arrived in 
Melbourne in 1888, via South Africa, and 
took a job as engineer to the Victorian Cold 
Accumulator Co. 

In 1899, Sennitt acquired the firm, in part-
nership with his oldest son, William. 

Ice-making could be a hazardous process, 
as the manufacture of ice generated fumes 
and deadly gases, with a high risk of fire and 
explosion. 

In 1904, as well as making ice, the company 
(now run by William), began making ice cream, 
with a range of products that included cones, 
ice cream  bricks (quart and pint size) and ice 
cream Dixios (large). 

In the early 1930s, the firm hit on the brilliant 
advertising idea of a polar bear trademark.  

In 1936, Sennitt commissioned a new factory 
opposite the river, in the area now occupied by 
Southgate. It was in the latest streamline style 
(finished in white cement with a brown tile 
base and green mortar joints and metal-framed 
windows, protected with sun blinds concealed 
beneath the projecting hood, and the company 
name in the latest stylised lettering), together 
with the most modern equipment. 

On the roof was a large neon sign of a polar 
bear ( joining neighbouring signage on Allen’s 
and Aspro factories). 

The company utilised an increasingly mo-
torised delivery fleet – a welcome relief after 
a series of accidents involving its horse-drawn 
fleet in the 1930s, as the company raced its main 
competitor, Peters, to deliver its products.  

During this era, many milk bars around the 
city were “tied” to a manufacturer, just as pubs 
were “tied” to a particular brewery. 

The ice cream part of the business survived 
until acquired by Unilever in 1961 and merged 
with Street’s. Soon after, the Sennitt brand and 
its polar bear disappeared, as did the factory in 
the massive changes that produced Southgate •

words by Robin Grow

Sometimes we are allowed to open our common 
facilities while others we aren’t, or if we are, 
then with restrictive conditions, particularly 
with our gyms and swimming pools. It would 
seem we have reverted back to needing COVID 
marshals monitoring our movements in and out 
of these facilities. 

This was also the case when we emerged from 
our 100-plus day lockdown but the authorities 
soon realised it wasn’t practical for high-den-
sity buildings such as ours and made some 
amendments. I can’t help but feel when they 
introduced them this time they forgot about the 
impact on our amenity and ability to implement 
their procedure and that there was an amended 
policy. Or maybe this Delta variant is as such 
that these tough measures are necessary. 

I have reached out to my contacts in DHHS to 
try to ascertain the status of these restrictions 
in the context of the amendments last time to 
see if it absolutely necessary for high-density or 
if it can be tweaked. Let’s hope we can get some 
consideration.

Martin Foley (our local member) arranged for 
me to meet with the Department of Transport 
(DoT) at the end of July to discuss the City Rd 
and Power St intersection and the allocation of 
the $2.5 million for “design work” to try to un-
derstand just what design work that may entail 
as these engineers seemed a little expensive to 
me. 

In short, apparently every type of service 
infrastructure for Southbank seems to pass that 
intersection and it is a “big job”. It would seem 
the Department has an appetite to redesign the 

intersection as they were adamant the trucks 
would remain. While it is early stages yet, there 
are a few options being considered, but it was 
conceded the right turn lane would return to 
being a footpath (as it was around 10 years ago) 
and all the lanes moved across with the medium 
strip removed and the light sequence changing. 

There was a warning that any changes may 
likely add up to an additional 30 minutes trav-
elling time down City Rd to the freeway. In any 
case, the DoT has assured me it will be keeping 
Southbank Residents’ Association abreast of the 
developments as they occur. It is good to know 
this avenue of communication is now open.

This will be my last column before our an-
nual general meeting (AGM) on Wednesday, 
September 1. The event will be held at the 
Malthouse theatre on Sturt St commencing 
at 6.30pm. We will have a presentation by the 
government’s Melbourne Arts Precinct Co as 
it launches its community consultation on the 
transformation of the Arts Precinct. This is a 
$1.5 billion project that is going to truly change 
the way we interact with this most important 
part of Southbank. 

Our committee was fortunate to receive a 
presentation from the team a few months ago 
and was so impressed we thought it would be 
great if we could invite them to present to our 
community once again. We last heard from this 
team a few years ago when the project was first 
announced but no timeline or funding had been 
committed to at the time. Owing to COVID the 
funding has been fast-tracked as part of the 
government economic stimulus. We trust that 
you too will be just as excited, and impressed, 
as we were. This is one presentation not to miss! 

In case we need to change to a virtual meet-
ing, please register via our website southbank-
residents.org.au  or scan the QR code above. 
This way we can keep you informed of any 
changes and it will assist us with planning.

Furthermore, if you are interested in your 
community and feel you might have a small 
amount of time to help our volunteer organisa-
tion advocate for Southbank, then I encourage 
you to consider joining our committee. We are 
a friendly group of locals who are passionate 
about Southbank. Committee nominations can 
only happen at AGMs so here is your only op-
portunity for the year. If you think you might 
have some time and/or skills that will assist 
us and you like the thought of giving back to 
your community, you might like to find out 
more about our committee/organisation be-
fore the AGM. If so, then please reach out to 
me and I can fill you in. Please email  info@
southbankresidents.org.au  and I will be sure 
to be in touch. Failing that, if you feel you don’t 
have the time to join our committee, then we 
would certainly welcome your support through 
membership. It is only $10 per year. Without 
members we don’t have a voice, so membership 
is absolutely critical for us to be taken seriously.

I look forward to meeting a whole collection 
of new faces at our AGM •

For more information: 
southbankresidents.org.au

We would certainly 
welcome your support 
through membership. 
It is only $10 per year. 
Without members we 
don’t have a voice, so 

membership is absolutely 
critical for us to be taken 

seriously.

↥
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ABORIGINAL MELBOURNE

Seen and unseen: Koorie artists tell their stories through art
words by Spencer Fowler Steen

A new exhibition showcasing the work of 
trailblazing First Nations artists from southeast 
Australia is heading to Melbourne.

Seen and Unseen: Expressions of Koorie 
Identity is an exhibition run by Koorie Heritage 
Trust (KHT) bringing together artwork from 
several exhibitions from the 1990s, at a time 
when many indigenous artists struggled to have 
their work acknowledged.

KHT curatorial manager and exhibition cu-
rator Gail Harradine, who is also a teacher and 
artist, said the exhibition was about acknowl-
edging that indigenous artists from southeast 
Australia had struggled with being seen.

“It’s difficult to imagine that it was close to 30 
years ago that Koorie artists were struggling to 
have their art and culture acknowledged,” she 
said.

“The idea of being inauthentic is absurd and 
yet that idea was prevalent and widely held. 
Together these artists offer an insight into their 
struggles and triumphs and what it took for 
their voices to be heard. While gains have been 
made for Aboriginal people, there is still a very 
long way to go.”

As a Wotjobaluk, Djubagalk and Jadawadjali 
woman, Ms Harradine along with fellow artist 
and Gamilaroi woman, Dr Donna Leslie, were 
among the first Koorie students to go through 
fine art studies at The University of Melbourne 
in the ‘90s.

Ms Harradine said growing up, she still 
remembered seeing the bones of Aboriginal 
people on display at museums and recalls the 
stories of her relatives who grew up on missions 
where every aspect of their lives was controlled 
by white people, while creativity was shunned.

But while at university, she became part 
of a strong First Nations arts and culture 
community.

“To the broader community, we may have 
been invisible as to our culture, identity and 
art practice, but together we felt empowered to 
make change,” she said.

Seen and Unseen will bring together artwork 
from the Can’t See for Lookin’ exhibition, 
KHT’s collection, archival material, oral history 
recordings along with artwork from other sig-
nificant artists of the time. 

Ms Harradine said the exhibition would also 
give voice to younger identities that were equal-
ly strong, resilient, and significant.

“Often when I was talking with people, they 
mention working around the kitchen table, 
it’s a huge theme. I think that importance of 
sharing knowledge and being able to be creative 
is a huge part of the exhibition and not being 
oppressed by the assumptions people hold,” she 
said. 

Artists include Maree Clarke, the late Ellen 
Jose, Aunty Rachel Mullett, the late Aunty 
Connie Alberts Hart, Lisa Kennedy, Donna 

Leslie, Dr Treahna Hamm, Karen Casey, Sonja 
Hodge and Gayle Maddigan. Other significant 
artists from that time include the late Lin 
Onus, Ray Thomas, Lyn Thorpe and the late 
Les Griggs.  

Seen and Unseen: Expressions of Koorie 
Identity opens Saturday, August 7 until 
November 21, 2021. Koorie Heritage Trust, 
Yarra Building, Federation Square. koorieheri-
tagetrust.com.au •

For more information: 
koorieheritagetrust.com.au

“It’s difficult to imagine 
that it was close to 30 
years ago that Koorie 
artists were struggling 
to have their art and 

culture acknowledged.”

↥
Out with the old and in with 
the NEW
The first residents are moving into some of the shiny new 
apartments in one of the many new medium-rise buildings 
completed, or coming to completion in Thistlethwaite St. 

Plants are beginning to appear on the balconies, 
varying depths of light emit from windows in 
the evenings and the local coffee shop is selling 
a lot more pastries than normal! 

South Melbourne Primary School (when not 
in lockdown) has full use of Montague’s only 
green space, Kirrip Park. 

After school, on weekends and during the 
lockdowns people and dogs are also enjoying 
the open space. It is worth noting that there is 
still a strong push by existing residents, that 
include those on Whiteman St, Southbank for 
Kirrip Park to be an off-leash park at certain 
hours, such as after 5pm and on weekends. 

You may have noticed that there has been an 
exponential explosion in dog ownership across 
the municipality – we call them COVID pup-
pies. The apartments in Thistlethwaite St, those 
just over the tram line on Normanby Rd and the 
apartments being built on corner of Ferrars St 
and City Rd (market side), will all have residents 
with dogs. Where will they be walked and 
exercised? 

Perhaps the Fishermans Bend Taskforce 
and the City of Port Philip can look to the 
City of Melbourne which is currently creating 
three new off-leash, purpose-built dog parks 
in and around the City Rd, Kavanagh St and 

Queensbridge St area. I understand this is 
Crown land and that most of Montague is pri-
vately held, but surely there are smart enough 
minds who could think innovatively about how 
to use parts of the precinct to accommodate the 
increase in dog ownership in Montague, South 
Melbourne and parts of Southbank that are 
adjacent to the precinct. 

Much more real community consultation 
must recommence, whether through us the 
Montague Community Alliance, or other com-
munity groups, or just individual residents or 
businesses. We would urge the council, the 
taskforce and other stakeholders to talk to the 
community to share your data modelling and 

PLEASE release the Precinct Plans for com-
ment and understanding. It might be that the 
Montague Community Alliance needs to hand 
over these communications to a newer shinier 
group, but whomever it is, will still need to be 
communicated with … 

The photo is of the almost-completed 
Montague Square on Ferrars St and we look 
forward to seeing how this imposing develop-
ment integrates with the community and uses 
the precinct’s amenities and opportunities. The 
foreground of the photo is the area where the 
building that burnt down has been demolished, 
this is still under investigation by Victoria 
Police.

Before we finish, we just want to send our 
deepest condolences to Sean Car, editor and 
publisher of this paper, on the passing of his be-
loved mother. All our thoughts are with you •
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Pet’s Corner
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YARRA RIVER BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

Transforming our Yarra into an  
inspiring world waterfront

What a rollercoaster ride it has been for business and looks 
like being on for some time yet, while lockdown is the preferred 
mechanism until we have achieved sufficient vaccination rates.

words by Jeremy Vincent - President 

This latest lockdown occurred almost simulta-
neously with us distributing the Resident 3006 
booklet of winter special offers. I hope you have 
kept it because its offers are valid until the end 
of August. We are very grateful to the City of 
Melbourne for funding to be able to run this 
winter campaign and, of course, also to those 
businesses who have reached out to you with 
their special deals for locals. Please support 
them whenever you can because we want the 
precinct to be as vibrant as possible for you in 
the months and years ahead.

Despite the economic gloom and uncertainty, 
it’s encouraging that we have been given the 
vision of “Greenline” to look forward to, as a 
pathway to improving the amenity of, and ac-
cess to, the Yarra’s north bank.

It’s a 10- to 20-year project and its ultimate 
success will depend upon the council’s ability 
to get the various state government depart-
ments and agencies to share the vision and 
put aside their territorial instincts. The highly 
fragmented nature of management of the Yarra 
waterway and its banks is the biggest hurdle to 
achieving a thoroughly world-class precinct.

As a business association, we hope to be work-
ing very closely with the council on Greenline 
and already we are scouring the world (online) 
for examples of where waterfronts have really 
lifted the amenity and liveability of capital cit-
ies. The Vancouver waterfront springs to mind, 

as does Chicago’s inner-city riverfront. The 
Little Island arts and gardens precinct on the 
edge of the Hudson River in Lower Manhattan 
is also providing inspiration.  

If you have been inspired by some water-
fronts on your world travels, we’d really like 
to know about them. You can send details and 
photos to us at exoff@yarrariver.melbourne 
We will be sure to share them with the council’s 
urban planners and designers. The great work 
done in recent years by the Yarra Pools com-
munity group and their associated architects 
is also very creative and, hopefully, will also be 
considered by the council.

More immediately, we are promised that work 
on the first stage of the Southbank Promenade 
redevelopment will begin in the second half 
of 2021. Early work will concentrate on the 
section in front of Hamer Hall to Southgate. 
We have been assured by the council that its 
major projects team has learnt from the painful 
financial lessons of Southbank Boulevard, and 
that the promenade works have been fully cost-
ed and will be rolled-out in a timely way, with 
minimal disruption.

It might be the depths of winter, but I encour-
age you to rug-up and get out to see the master-
pieces in the two impressionist exhibitions at 
the NGV. From early September we also have 
The LUME to look forward to at the Exhibition 
Centre. Before you know it, we’ll be sitting in 
the sun again on the promenades enjoying cof-
fee and wine! •

New Money in 
Southbank 

After Francesco and his girlfriend 
Josephine moved into Southbank, 
it wasn’t long before they started 
to miss having a dog. 

Having always had animals growing up, their new 
apartment didn’t feel complete without a furry 
friend to greet them when they got home. 

After a few months of fantasising, the pair decid-
ed to take the leap and get their now five-month-old 
German Shepard, Money. 

“One day when we were eating we decided to see 
if there were any German Shepherds in Melbourne 
and we saw an ad for Money and her eight brothers,” 
Josephine said. 

“At the beginning we decided to go and see her 
in Craigieburn just for curiosity’s sake, but as soon 
as we met her we fell in love and brought her home 
right away.”

Deciding to name her Money to poke fun at how 
expensive it is to own a dog, the three have been 
inseparable ever since. 

Josephine said that Money is so co-dependent that 
she couldn’t stand being tied up outside when the 
pair went for a coffee.

“She’s very possessive and doesn’t like when we’re 
not here so she always cried and cries whenever we 
tie her up outside when we go into a store,” Josephine 
said. 

“When we come home from work and whines and 
barks with joy.” 

Although the pair love living in Southbank, they 
say more could be done to increase the green space 
so that pets have space to run around.

“A bigger off-leash area in Southbank would be 
great because there’s a lot of dogs living here who 
would be so happy to have a park to run around in 
and make new friends,” Francesco said •
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PUZZLES & TRIVIA

CrosswordQuiz

5x5

9-Letter

ACROSS
1 Small 

explosion (3)
3 Unable to be 

separated (11)
9 Festival, 

— Gras (5)
10 Happening (9)
11 Relatedness (7)
12 Infest (7)
13 Horse sound (5)
15 Talents (9)
17 Inform (9)
18 Colour associated 

with jealousy or 
naivety (5)

20 Glitch (7)
22 In fashion (7)
24 Extended (9)
25 Italian 

cuisine (5)
26 Awesome (11)
27 Perish (3)

DOWN
1 Jack-o-lantern 

vegetable (7)
2 Everlasting (9)
3 From Dublin or 

Galway (5)
4 Sag (5)
5 Era before 

Edwardian (9)

6 Showing 
(a fi lm) (9)

7 Prickly shrub (5)
8 Motors (7) 
14 Call attention 

to (9)
15 Mechanical; 

involuntary (9)
16 Romanticised (9)
17 State (7)

19 Describe (7)
21 Gas layer in the 

stratosphere (5)
22 Part of a bike (5)
23 Writing 

material (5)

No.  002

No. 002

Sudoku

Codeword

No. 002

2 7 5 9 8

5 3 6 8 4

3 8 7 4 5

3 2 7

9 4 6

2 3

1 5

6 9 2

9 3

Fill in the blank cells using the numbers from 
1 to 9. Each number can only appear once in 
each row, column and 3x3 block

1. What will you fi nd at the 
CBD’s only single storey, 
detached building?

2. Which impact crater on the
planet Mercury was named 
in honour of a famous
French sculptor? 

3. Who is Deputy Lord 
Mayor for the City of 
Melbourne?

4. How many children does 
Mary, Crown Princess of 
Denmark (pictured) have?

5. Where will you fi nd statues
of the mythical fi gures of 
Gog and Magog?

6. Which watchmaker is the
offi  cial timekeeper of the 
Australian Open tennis 
tournament?

7. Which birds of the starling
family are known for their 
imitative skills? 

8. Where was Ned Kelly 
hanged?

9. An intercalary year is
another name for what? 

10. In 1684, which colony was 
placed directly under the 
British crown?

11. What year was the Hoddle
Grid designed: a) 1837 
b) 1847 c) 1857?

12. What is the tallest building
in the CBD?

SOLUTION

SOLUTIONS

SOLUTIONS

SOLUTIONS
EASY HARD

642751938

153267849

318674592

539826417

297485163

426598371

781943256

864319725

975132684

Using the nine letters 
in the grid, how many 
words of four letters 
or more can you list? 
The centre letter must 
be included and each 
letter may only be used 
once. No colloquial 
or foreign words. No 
capitalised nouns, 
apostrophes or plural 
words ending in “s”.

N

L

A P

I

EN
R

E

24 words: Good
36 words: Very good
49 words: Excellent

Today’s Focus:

Reference: 
Collins Concise 
English Dictionary alpine, enplane, leap, leaper, leper, nape, neap, pail, pain, pair, pale, paler, pane, 

pannier, pare, peal, pear, pearl, peel, peen, peer, penal, penile, pere, PERENNIAL, 
peril, perinea, pier, pile, pine, pineal, plain, plainer, plan, plane, planer, planner, plea, 
plena, praline, preen, rape, rapine, reap, repeal, repel, 
repine, ripe, ripen

MEETS, ILIAC, MAGMA, ETHER, RETRY, 
MIMER, ELATE, EIGHT, TAMER, SCARY.

 QUIZ SOLUTIONS

1.  Little Lon Distilling Co. 2. Rodin 
3. Nicholas Reece 4. Four 5. Royal Arcade 
6. Rolex 7. Myna birds 8. Old Melbourne 
Gaol 9. A leap year 10. Bermuda 
11. a) 1837 12. Aurora Melbourne

3 7 6

6 4 5 1 3

5 1 3

8 1 9

7

6 9 4

1 3 7

9

4 8 1
523748961

649857213

452671389

768519432

271396845

816932574

194263758

385124697

937485126

1 14

2 15

3 16

4 17

5 18

6 19

7 20

8 21

9 22

10 23

11 24

12 25

13 26

SOLUTIONS
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Wordfind Theme: CIRCUS

Secret message: BRILLIANT SKILLS

ACROBAT
ARENA
BIG TOP
CHEER
CLOWNS
DARE
ELEPHANTS
FLIP
FLY
FUN
HOOP

LION TAMER
NET
RINGMASTER
ROPE
SHOW
STILTS
TARP
TENT
TRAPEZE
WIRE
WOW

The leftover letters will spell out a secret message.

EASY

HARD

H

E

M

M

R

L

T

E

G

T

A

E

S

A

Y

Insert the missing letters to make 
10 words – fi ve reading across the 
grid and fi ve reading down.

PUZZLES AND PAGINATION 
©PAGEMASTERS PTY LTD
PAGEMASTERS.COM Aug, 2021

No. 002

1. Which escapologist made a
celebrated dive in padlocks
and chains into the Yarra
River in 1910?

2. Which impact crater on the
planet Mercury was named 
in honour of a famous
French sculptor? 

3. Who is the Executive
Officer of the Yarra River 
Business Association? 

4. How many children does
Mary, Crown Princess of 
Denmark (pictured) have?

5. A new floating restaurant
has been approved for the 
Yarra River. Where will it 
be located? 

6. Which watchmaker is the 
official timekeeper of the 
Australian Open tennis 
tournament?

7. Which birds of the starling 
family are known for their 
imitative skills? 

8. Where will you find the 
Yellow Peril? 

9. An intercalary year is
another name for what? 

10. In 1684, which colony was
placed directly under the 
British crown?

11. What is the name of  
the headache remedy 
produced in Southbank in 
the early 1900s? 

12. According to the City of
Melbourne, how many 
people live in Southbank? 
a) 18,108 b) 16,957
c) 19,434. 

1. Harry Houdini 2. Rodin 3. Timothy 
Bracher 4. Four 5. Between Sandridge and 
Evan Walker bridges 6. Rolex 7. Myna 
birds 8. Outside ACCA 9. A leap year 
10. Bermuda 11. Aspro 12. a) 18,108

 QUIZ SOLUTIONS

8
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解决南岸危险十字路口

推动市区绿色能源
作为更广泛推动绿色能源的一部分，墨尔本市内的各个街区都
将安装一系列可再生能源的电池储能装置。

市政会议“历史性的”转变

五次封锁商家心碎
雅拉河商会称，南岸(Southbank)的商家正在核算第五次封城
的损失成本，这次复苏的情况“看来是整个封锁以来最惨的”。

David Schout

在明年开始的一项试点计划中，市政将
在城市周围安装小型“街区级规模”的电池储
能装置，以储存电能并在需要时释放能量。

电池储能网络的试点商业案例，预计到 
2024年，未来潜在电池储能容量为5MW。

“墨尔本电力”计划就是使整个城市到
2030年可以100%由可再生能源供电。

市长Sally Capp表示，墨尔本市“几十
年来”一直是可持续发展的引领者，并预测
此举将鼓励电池储能行业更多的创新。

她呼吁私营企业和州政府也加入该计
划。

Capp市长表示:“墨尔本电力 计划是我

们为更绿色的未来做出贡献的一种方式，但
我们无法单独做到，因此我们将呼吁政府部
门和私营企业共同参与进来”。

“我们正在寻找志同道合的合作伙伴加
入，提供尖端技术，使我们的城市更具可持
续性，并在未来为商家和居民带来收益。”

电池储能技术是保护环境的技术，因
为可以存储可再生能源，并在需求高峰时释
放，例如在特别炎热的日子。

电池储能之所以有价值，是其灵活性，
以及几乎即时响应的能力，有助于保持电网
的稳定性。

据澳大利亚可再生能源机构称，由于该
技术的多功能性和不断下降的成本，未来几
年可再生能源电池储能的使用预计会增加。

David Schout

有史以来，墨尔本市政第一次将市政会
议从市政厅转移到社区。

从9月开始，每月一次的市政会议将在
市内14个街区之一举行，以便与当地社区保
持更好的联系。

在社区的市政会议将在下午6点而不是
5点30分开始，以便让当地人有机会及时到
达参与。

虽然宣布只举行今年9月、10月和11月
三次会议，但市长Sally Capp表示，这个新
安排将会“持续进行”。

Capp市长在7月27日的一次会议上
说：“我希望这能成为未来几十年的传统。”

“我们将地方政府的民主带给人民，让
他们参与市政府有关影响他们生活和生计的
辩论和讨论。”

此举一直是Capp市长自2018年当选以
来的个人目标，她表示这将使市政议会决
策“进入我们社区的核心”。

她鼓励任何人参加他们所在社区的会

议，市政将重点关注与当地相关的议程项
目。

可能北墨尔本(North Melbourne)、卡
尔顿(Carlton)和肯辛顿(Kensington)会被选
为前三个会议地点。

市长说:“社区是我们墨尔本市政一切工
作的核心，所以我们应该让生活在这个城
市的每个人都能尽可能方便地参加我们的
会议。

“墨尔本市很幸运，拥有如此不同的街
区，拥有令人难以置信的历史，都有其独特
的需求和愿望，当地人希望得到解决。”

市政议员Davydd Griffiths表示，这一
转变将使市政议会“在未来做出更好的决
策”。

他说:“这是对整个墨尔本市的每个人表
明，我们认真对待他们的需求，将尽一切努
力确保这些需求得以满足。”

“这也能体现当地社区如何能够更多地
参与地方政府层面的决策过程，这一点至
关重要。”

Brendan Rees

商会负责人Tim Bracher在接受本报采
访时表示:“那些到目前为止还仅能维持的商
家，现在可能会发现这一次很难保持收支平
衡了，除非房东会考虑减免租金，而不仅仅
是延期支付房租。”

“对这些业主来说，看到自己毕生精力
由于这次疫情而付诸东流，确实令人心碎，
这一定对他们中许多人产生巨大的心理影
响。”

Bracher先生称赞墨尔本市政在过去的
封锁中提供了“有价值的商业刺激”，他表
示，“州政府和联邦政府层面的共同努力至
少可以让员工留在工作场所，并支付一些非

常基本的费用”。
他说：“每一次封锁都会进一步削弱商

家的韧性并打击消费者的信心”。
“这次封锁后的即刻恢复似乎是最糟糕

的，或许因为现在正处于严冬之中。”
在几乎面临崩溃的商家里有8 Miles 

Café咖啡馆，其店主Ash Shwyn说，虽然
他的咖啡馆在封锁期间仍然开放外卖，但
每天营业收入对比正常营业来说已下降了
90%。

他告诉本报，他已经“负债累累”，流动
现金几乎不足以支付租金和水电费。

他说：“现在没有租金补助，我们大约
已拖欠了两个月的租金”，他补充说，幸运
的是，他的房东“相当理解”。

“我让员工继续上班，但不得不减少他

维州政府宣布投资250万澳
元，以解决南岸(Southbank)
的City路与Power街危险的十
字路口问题，目前正在进行“
慎重的安全方案设计”。

Brendan Rees

这个路口最近几个月发生了严重的撞
车事故，包括5月份一辆卡车撞上了5名行
人，因此成为一个危险路口。

墨尔本市市长Sally Capp称这起可怕的
撞人事故为“骇人听闻”的，当时就呼吁采
取“可以迅速实施的紧急安全措施”。

6月份安装了临时护柱，但不到24小
时，就被一辆卡车撞倒了，同时还撞倒了旁
边的一个路标。

第三起事故发生在7月7日，一辆卡车
夹住了一辆从Power街左转的汽车，将其推

到了人行道的一侧。
维州道路安全部长Ben Carroll在7月份

表示，州政府已投资250万澳元，探索该十
字路口的长期解决方案。

他说:“ 该投资将探索有关这个复杂的十
字路口升级方案的选项，以及每个选项如何
进行实施。” 

“自5月以来，工程师和道路安全专家组
成的专家团队一直在该路口工作，现在正处
于可以仔细设计潜在的长期解决方案。”

“我们将继续与墨尔本市政府合作，改
善该地区的行人安全。”

州政府今年早些时候花了40万澳元用
于短期的安全措施，包括塑料护柱和植物种
植箱、卡车转弯的警告标志和标记，以及
触发交通灯变化和减少行人等待时间的传感
器技术。

莫纳什(Monash)大学事故研究中心高
级研究员David Logan博士说，由于“此路口
存在允许从行人到重型卡车的所有道路使用
者”使用的挑战，这将“非常难以纠正”，但
他认为禁止卡车通行可能是一种选择。

们的工作时间。他们大多数都很年轻，其
中一半人只能留在家里了。”

Shwyn先生说，每次封锁后重新开店
时，他都觉得自己是从头开始。

“我不知道是否会到无法再承受这些损
失的地步，我可能不得不考虑关闭或者卖
掉这个生意。”
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Business Directory
Church

20 City Road Southbank 
Telephone 9682 4995 
www.stjohnssouthgate.com.au

Escorts

Functions

Gym

University degree qualified trainers 
that come to your apartment gym!

Justin Moran
0411 798 934 justintimept.com  

Owners CorporationEstablished in 1968 Whittles is the largest Australian 
owned strata management company and widely 
recognised  for its experienced staff and the provision 
of professional strata management services nationally.  
With specialist expertise in prestigious high-rise 
buildings, marinas, commercial and residential, Whittles 
is proud to be part of Melbourne CBD.

Established in 1968 Whittles is the largest Australian 
owned strata management company and widely 
recognised  for its experienced staff and the provision 
of professional strata management services nationally.  
With specialist expertise in prestigious high-rise 
buildings, marinas, commercial and residential, Whittles 
is proud to be part of Melbourne CBD.

Photography

Physiotherapy

Sports & Spinal Physiotherapy
Remedial Massage

Clinical Pilates
Post-Surgical Rehabilitation

Free Injury Assessments
WorkCover/TAC Claims

Elite Sports 
Physiotherapy

Mezzanine Level, 13 –– 15/1 Freshwater Place, Southbank
phone: 8640 0328  web: www.elitesportsphysio.com.au

Real Estate

Ray White Southbank | Port Phillip

111 Clarendon Street, Southbank 3006
P: (03) 8102 0200    
www.raywhitesouthbank.com.au

Specialists in Southbank Apartments     www.southbankresidential.com.au     Phone :  964 50 800 
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Renovation

What’s On: August 2021
Community Calendar

SUNDAYS 

Arts Centre Market

Meet more than 80 of Victoria’s finest 
artisans first hand. Discover how these 
unique artworks are made, chat directly 
about the products, inspirations and 
techniques.

artscentremelbourne.com.au 

WEDNESDAYS @ BOYD

Free Walking Group

Join local fitness experts Just In Time 
as they lead a “not just walking group” 
for Boyd walkers. The program runs on 
Wednesdays from 9.30am to 10.30am. 

justintimept.com

FIRST AND THIRD SATURDAY EACH 
MONTH

Southbank Sustainability Group  

A growing group of green and sustain-
ability enthusiasts who live in Southbank 
looking to bring positive change. 

Facebook: SouthbankSustainabilityGroup

MONTHLY

Bearbrass Probus

Bearbrass Probus caters to retirees in 
Southbank, Docklands and the CBD and 
hosts regular events such as wine tastings 
for locals to connect. 

bearbrassprobus.org

TUESDAYS - THURSDAYS & 
SATURDAYS

Chunky Move Dance Classes

Mondays to Saturdays at 111 Sturt St. 
Chunky Move dance classes are the 
perfect way to unwind, get fit and improve 
flexibility and strength. 

chunkymove.com

TUESDAYS

Rotary Club of Southbank

Rotary Club of Southbank meets weekly 
for dinner on most Tuesday evenings 
throughout the year at Belgian Beer Cafe 
at Riverside Quay. Visitors welcome.

southbank.org.au

PROPOSAL TO UPGRADE OPTUS MOBILE PHONE BASE STATION AT
20 Convention Centre Place, South Wharf VIC 3006 with 5G 

RFNSA reference: 3006024
1. The proposed facility consists of the addition of new 5G equipment and associated works as follows;

Removal of three (3) existing panel antennas
Installation of three (3) new panel antennas (2.69m long) 
Installation of three (3) new panel antennas (0.56m long)
Add ancillary items including twelve (12) new remote radio units, and in shelter works (Including main 
structure strengthening if required)

2. Optus regards the proposed installation as being Permit Exempt in accordance with A Code of Practice for 
Telecommunications Facilities in Victoria 2004 based on the description above. 

3. In accordance with Section 7 of C564:2020 Mobile Phone Base Station Deployment Code, we invite 
you to provide feedback about the proposal. Further information and/or comments should be directed to: 
Blessing Nhliziyo of Metasite at Feedback@metasite.com.au, or 3/5 Hartnett Close, Mulgrave VIC 3170, by 
4:00pm August 20th 2021.
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raywhitesouthbank.com.au

Call us on 8102 0200 or email us via southbank.vic@raywhite.com to book an appraisal 
for sale or rental. Visit raywhitesouthbank.com.au for more details.

Find your home today  
Scan QR for further details

1209/14 Kavanagh Street, Southbank
$410,000 - $440,000 Michael Pastrikos

609/152 Sturt Street, Southbank
$540,000 - $590,000 Michael Pastrikos

70 Southbank Boulevard, Southbank 
Contact Agent Max Hui

451 King Street, West Melbourne
EOI ends on Aug 25 Georgina Zeneldin

3208/241 City Road, Southbank
$660,000 - $710,000 Austen Kosasih

1407/8 Downie Street, Southbank
$460,000 - $500,000 Michael Pastrikos

87/22 Kavanagh Street, Southbank
$620,000 - $680,000 Michael Pastrikos

203A/8 Pearl River Road, Docklands
$380,000 - $415,000 Max Hui

1406/89 Gladstone Street, South Melbourne
$560,000 - $590,000 Trent Bonnici

1608/12 Queens Road, Melbourne
Contact Agent Tommy-Lee Davies

4909/35 Queensbridge Street, Southbank
$1,115,000 - $1,225,000 Michael Pastrikos

D103/18 Grosvenor Street, Abbotsford
$430,000 - $455,000 Max Hui

406/60 Dorcas Street, Southbank
$550,000 - $595,000 Georgina Zeneldin

2511/639 Lonsdale Street, Southbank
$490,000 - $510,000 Trent Bonnici

Michael Pastrikos: 0404 282 864  
Max Hui: 0430 238 021
Austen Kosasih: 0432 750 774
Tommy-Lee Davies: 0416 823 173
Georgina Zeneldin: 0481 577 772
Trent Bonnici: 0402 670 441  


