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Lord Mayor cops 

Deputy’s criticism over 

advisory group

Lord Mayor Sally Capp was publicly criticised 

by her deputy Arron Wood for the second time 

in five weeks after he raised “governance” issues 

surrounding her high-profile advisory board.

The Bringing Melbourne Back Better 

advisory group, which features the 

likes of Lindsay Fox and Elizabeth 

Proust, was established by Lord 

Mayor Sally Capp last month to look 

at ways of reactivating the city amid 

the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Cr Wood said the public wrongly 

perceived the Cr Capp-assembled 

“Bringing Melbourne Back Better” as 

an official board of the council, and 

called her behaviour “worrying” not 

long after accusing her of “playing 

politics” in relation to the CBD in-

jecting room debate.

His latest comments have only 

heightened speculation of a likely run 

for Lord Mayor at the upcoming local 

government elections on October 

24, however he is still yet to publicly 

reveal his intentions. 

Despite Cr Wood’s criticisms, other 

councillors defended Cr Capp, with 

some commending the Lord Mayor 

for openly assembling a “captains of 

industry” economic recovery group 

to lead Melbourne through and be-

yond the coronavirus (COVID-19) 

pandemic. 
The tense encounter took place 

at a July 28 council meeting, where 

councillors unanimously voted to 

formally establish the City of the 

Future/Recovery Taskforce.

Speaking in favour of the council’s 

official taskforce, Cr Wood used the 

opportunity to raise what he called a 

“serious issue” with the Lord Mayor’s 

esteemed group. 

“The danger comes when the 

appearance of what is an unofficial 

advisory group for an individual 

councillor, is given the idea that it is 

actually an official board of council,” 

he said. 
“And that’s what I don’t think the 

intention was, but I do want to make 

that clear.”
Cr Wood raised Mr Fox’s connec-

tion to the Lord Mayor’s byelection 

campaign in 2018. 

“I’m not in any way talking down 

the high calibre of people that the 

Lord Mayor is canvassing with, they 

are absolutely eminent and amazing. 

But governance is critical, gover-

nance is important. Lindsay Fox is 

amazing, but he’s also a donor to the 

Lord Mayor’s campaign. These things 

actually matter.”

Cr Capp assembled the group of 

prominent figures in mid-July and, 

along with Fox and Proust, also in-

cludes the likes of National Gallery 

of Victoria (NGV) director Tony 

Ellwood.
The group has since met weekly, 

and in broad terms has aimed to can-

vass ideas for attracting investment 

within the inner-city in the aftermath 

of COVID-19. 

Cr Rohan Leppert said that, con-

trary to the criticism, the Lord Mayor 

had done everything above board and 

should be commended. 

“First of all, can I just say that 

Continued on page 2.
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Pandemic guidance provided for apartments

Long-awaited guidelines have been released for residents 

and owners’ corporations (OCs) to limit the transmission 

of COVID-19 in multi dwelling buildings.

The new guidelines were released on July 18 following 

two roundtable meetings conducted by the Department 

of Job, Precincts and Regions in July, which included 

Victoria Police, Department of Health and Human 

Services (DHHS), the Department of Justice, City of 

Melbourne, as well as resident groups and student and 

community leaders.

“Residential multi-dwelling developments with shared 

facilities represent a risk of coronavirus (COVID-19) 

transmission between neighbouring residents, compared 

to single dwelling or lower density residential buildings,” 

the document reads.

The 14-page document, now available on the DHHS 

website, provides recommendations, actions and 

checklists on how to manage the likes of common prop-

erty such as lifts and stairwells, visitors and deliveries, 

resident welfare and compliance.

Southbank Residents Association (SRA) president 

Tony Penna said SRA had been involved in the round 

table discussions and was happy with the outcome.

“The situation before was confusing because you saw 

different buildings doing different things, so residents 

rightly so would question why a building next door still 

had its tennis courts open while theirs was closed, for 

example,” he said.

“Decisions were made by OCs, and they were limited 

to the information available to them and their interpre-

tation of that, and of course they would interpret them 

differently.”
“So certainly, I think this is a step in the right direction. 

I’m relatively pleased with them and am looking forward 

to working with City of Melbourne to tweak the informa-

tion even further to our buildings and residents.”

Continued on page 3.

words by Meg Hill 

STRATA

Popular local venue Left Bank is now home to the Mercato pop-up take away 

market offering essential groceries, drinks and fresh produce on weekends 

from 10am right through stage four lockdowns. Continued on page 18.

Left Bank’s new market

Photo by John Tadigiri
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Building boom brought into sharp focus for Montague residentsResidents of a Montague apartment building have 
complained about being encircled by construction 
sites without warning. They said incursions into their lives caused by the precinct’s construction boom were unacceptable.

Montague Towers, situated on top of a storage facility at the corner of Montague Street and Normanby Rd, is home to around 50 residents. It is surrounded by three live construction sites – the R Iconic, the Normanby and the Oakwood.Residents told Southbank News construction was happening six days a week from 6am and causing their building to shake. They said trucks regularly blocked driveways and road access, and that the high concentra-tion of workers in the area meant car-parking was often entirely occupied.“I’ve been here about 21 months now and when I moved here there was nothing in my conveyancer’s report about the volume of construction that was about to commence in this immediate vicinity,” said Montague Towers resident Helen Robertson.“They’re working six days a week from 6am and we don’t know if they have permits for that because no one will tell us.”
“There’re tremours in the build-ing, there’s traffic chaos that the tradespeople are causing by parking in all the side streets blocking our driveways.”

“This is going to go on for four or five years and when we started asking the [City of Port Phillip] council questions around what our rights are, they basically have no response – they say the construction has Ministerial approval, so it has nothing to do with them.”
Ms Robertson said when she wrote 

to the Minister for Planning Richard Wynne’s office, she was redirected back to the City of Port Phillip. Southbank News has seen photos of cracks in one resident’s apartment, which the residents believe may have been caused by the construction activity.
The Montague Towers building is protected by a heritage overlay. It was formerly the Dunlop Pneumatic Tyre Co building.

Another resident, Brian Kelly, said he was a Vietnam War veteran and suffered from post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), which he said was triggered by the construction vibrations.
“It’s just ridiculous having to put up when you want a peaceful life and you have this going on every day and nobody cares about it,” he said.Montague Community Alliance (MCA) convenor Trisha Avery said the area surrounding Montague Towers had become the newest “hot spot” for construction-related issues this year.

“The part of Montague that is east of Normanby Rd has had challenges for the past couple of years but this part, which is west, has only just started to develop,” she said.“These kinds of problems for res-idents will occur at various pockets around Montague all the time – last year it was the Thistlethwaite and Ferrars [streets] area; previously it had been Gladstone St; now the hot spot has moved on to Montague St.”As reported in the previous edition of Southbank News, the Montague Continued on page 5.

words by Meg Hill BUILDING

Southbank Promenade and South Wharf burst back into life during the Spring 

Racing Carnvial as many of our much-loved venues reopened to Melburnians 

making the most of their long-awaited freedom. Continued on page 7.

That’s freedom!Photo by John Tadigiri.

Southbank Boulevard: the failed anatomy of Melbourne’s most expensive park
When a local resident cited the figure “$44 million” at 
a June 29, 2020 council meeting considering the City 
of Melbourne’s annual plan and budget, it put what has 
become Melbourne’s most expensive park at Southbank 
Boulevard into stark context. While the monumental failure of the council’s vision 
to transform half of Southbank Boulevard into a park is 
well-known, and acknowledged by the council itself, the 
sheer waste and mismanagement has never been fully 
understood. 

But since the council recently confirmed an updated to-
tal costing, which forecast a revised total project spend of 
$47 million, Southbank News has sought to uncover more 
of the project’s chequered history.  

words by Sean Car COUNCIL AFFAIRS
From what was originally costed at $15.9 million in 

2016, before being revised to $34 million the following 
year, has now become one of the most expensive capital 
works projects in the City of Melbourne’s history. And it’s 
still far from finished. It’s also the project that appears to mark the beginning 
of the end for its mastermind in the City of Melbourne’s 
now former director of city design Rob Adams. A council 
spokesperson has exclusively confirmed to Southbank 
News that Mr Adams is being transitioned to a part-time 
role after 37 years at the city. So, how did it all go so horribly wrong for the council? 

Dr David Hamilton, a long-term Southbank resident 
with an impressive professional background in govern-
ment, planning and economics, is the local figure who 
flagged the $44 million at the council meeting in June. Continued on page 7.
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In another victory for the community, the Southbank Sustainability Group’s 
impact on the environment and the local community has been recognised 
again with yet another award. Continued on page 8.

Sustainability wins again
Photo by John Tadigiri

Crown backed down on new taxi system

A new taxi system designed to alleviate late-night traffic 
chaos on Clarendon St was shut down at the last minute 
by Crown Casino, according to Southbank Police.

The proposed new “feeder station” under the Kings 
Way overpass, where drivers would pick up a ticket be-
fore presenting it at the casino’s western-end taxi rank, 
was designed to reduce the gridlock on busy Friday and 
Saturday evenings that was causing congestion, safety and 
noise issues.

But according to the police Crown pulled out of the 
trial system late last year. 

“Crown ultimately were reluctant to do it,” Southbank 
Station Commander Senior Sergeant Alexandra O’Toole 
told Southbank News.

“We had members rostered and it was all set to go, and 
then Crown pulled the pin on it,” she said. 

In what has previously been labelled a “20-year issue” 

by police, fare-searching drivers travelling north on 
Clarendon St seek to turn right into the Crown taxi rank.

However, as the rank fills up, and given only a small 
number of cars can turn on a green arrow, the resulting 
congestion can see taxis banked back to the Whiteman St 
intersection and beyond. 

Residents in nearby high-rises have reported a “nightly 
cacophony from 10pm to 4am” due to frustrated drivers 
using their horns.

A new “feeder” system sought to alleviate this issue by 
ensuring a more even flow of traffic.

Drivers who had not collected a ticket from the pro-
posed underpass booth would have been swiftly moved 
on.

While much of the now redundant cab rank under-
neath Kings Way is the subject of plans for new commu-
nity space as part of the City of Melbourne’s City Road 
Masterplan, the council was understood to be supportive 
of the police’s trial measures. 

“They [Crown] didn’t believe the taxi drivers were 
Continued on page 2.

words by David Schout 
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Community loses Boyd Park battle

The City of Melbourne has endorsed a planning 
application for a development on the edge of Boyd 
Park, marking the beginning of the end of the 
contest over the site while a broader debate over 
green space in the suburb is sure to continue.

Councillors unanimously voted in a 
Future Melbourne Committee (FMC) 
meeting on December 1 to endorse 
the application from developer PDG 
for a 42-storey tower on the west-
ern edge of the park with proposed 
conditions. 

The application will now await 
approval from the Minister for 
Planning Richard Wynne. 

There were 128 written submis-
sions to the meeting, the overwhelm-
ing majority of which requested that 
the council oppose the development. 

There was strong opposition from 
local residents to giving up a portion 
of the park, currently occupied by a 
basketball court and pop-up orchard, 
that they said was cherished by a 
community deprived of open green 
space.

Artemis Pattichi from Southbank 
Sustainability Group addressed the 
meeting to oppose the application.

“That activated green space has 
become the heart of our community, 
and something you know very well 
has been missing in Southbank for so 
long,” she said.

“It’s not going to be a park anymore 
if you take away that part.”

The application has been long 
foreshadowed by the council’s plans 
for the site, but its submission in 
September reignited opposition from 
residents to the plans. 

The council originally purchased 
the land – which includes the Boyd 
Community Hub, the Boyd Park and 
the development site – in 2007, with 
plans to sell off a portion for devel-
opment to fund the creation of the 

words by Meg Hill 
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Boyd Park.
Multiple deals with a previous de-

veloper, Mackie, fell through. It was 
only last year that PDG was unveiled 
as the new buyer, but the Boyd Park 
was built and funded by the council 
in the meantime.

Although multiple councillors 
declared sympathy with the senti-
ment expressed through community 
opposition, they said the framework 
for the development was created by 
previous councils.

Cr Nicholas Reece said it was a 
challenging application to consider.

“On the one hand I’m very sym-
pathetic to some of the submissions 
we heard from our submitters 
tonight who represent residents in 
Southbank; on the other hand I think 
it needs to be said that there is a lot 
that is very commendable about this 
particular proposal,” Cr Reece said.

Cr Reece commended the build-
ing’s six-star green star rating, the 
inclusion of 40 affordable housing 
units, and 920 sqm of community 
facility space at ground and level one 
of the proposed building.

“In terms of the development and 
financial framework, that was a de-
cision made by council many, many, 
many years ago,” he said.

“What we’re considering this eve-
ning is the planning application and 
in that regard the planning controls 
are reasonably clear.”

Cr Rohan Leppert said it was ap-
parent that Southbank lacked open 
space.

“This is one of our urban renewal 
areas that didn’t adequately plan for 
open space, and retro-engineering 
some open space into one of the most 
dense parts of the country is 

Continued on page 2.

Promenade park all set to go
It’s official — a new park larger than two basketball 
courts will be built along Southbank Promenade. 

words by David Schout 
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The City of Melbourne has signed off 
a “land swap” deal with developers 
to secure 1000 sqm of publicly-ac-
cessible green space facing the Yarra 
River.

As part of the deal, councillors at 
an August 31 meeting agreed to hand 
over a small 296 sqm parcel of land 
on Riverside Quay to developers, 
who plan to turn Esso House — the 
former home of ExxonMobil — into 
a 30-storey commercial building.

In return, developers have agreed 
to build the 1000 sqm park on land 
fronting Southbank Promenade, 
which will be handed over to the 
council upon completion. 

Deputy Lord Mayor Nicholas 
Reece said it was a terrific result.

“Judging by the extremely strong 
community response we’ve received 
for that new publicly-accessible park-
land on the riverfront, this is going 
to come together, I think, beautifully 
for the city and more importantly the 
people of Melbourne,” he said.

The land granted to developers by 
the City of Melbourne was valued at 
$2.06 million, while the portion of 
Esso House transferred to them was 
valued at $3.75 million.

“This represents a good value 
proposition to council,” management 
noted.

Further, council management 
noted the parcel of land it was giving 
up on Riverside Quay “was not rea-
sonably required for public purposes, 
nor is it likely to be required in the 
future”.

At this stage there is no date for 
when construction might begin.

The lack of open space in 
Southbank has long been an issue.

The suburb is the most dense-
ly-populated in Australia, and the 

dearth of nearby public areas has 
been the source of angst among local 
residents.

Greens Cr Rohan Leppert said the 
deal was hugely important. 

“This land swap to enable greater 
community open space for the peo-
ple of Southbank and the people of 
Melbourne is a terrific thing.”

The council also ensured that Inge 
King’s 1995 sculpture Shearwater 
II, a large river bird sculpture on 
Riverside Quay, will be retained 
during redevelopment work. 

Cr Reece said ExxonMobil planned 
to sell the 7.8-metre-high sculpture 
in 2018, however, as reported by 
Southbank News at the time, the city 
was able to retain it.

“It’s a great outcome for lovers of 
Southbank Promenade, and given the 
sculpture is of a river bird, that’s the 
appropriate place for it to be.”

Cr Reece said $38 million in 
capital works had been dedicated to 
Southbank in 2021/22, a record total 
for the area.

In the council’s most recent bud-
get, it allocated $20 million on new 
Southbank open space in the next 12 
months.

The Deputy Lord Mayor said this 
investment, in addition to Southbank 
Promenade upgrades signalled a 
“great year” ahead for Southbank. 

“It’s all coming together in a great 
way for Southbank at the moment.”

While the Southbank Residents’ 
Association (SRA) said it was highly 
supportive of the land swap and new 
open space, in a submission to the 
council, president Tony Penna said 
the process “had not been ideal”. 

The SRA has been critical of the 
council’s communication of major 
Southbank-related projects for many 
years, which culminated at April’s 
Southbank Community Forum where

Continued on page 2.

Devastated traders look at shutting 
doors for good amid lockdown six 

Southbank businesses have been brought to their knees 
after enduring yet another prolonged lockdown, leaving 
many no choice but to either adapt or close up.  

It comes as Yarra River Business Association executive 
officer Tim Bracher said huge debts were being racked-up 
which would impact many businesses “for possibly the 
next decade”.

“It’s taking a great psychological toll on our business 
people, many of whom will be questioning whether they 
want to continue, even if they financially can,” Mr Bracher 
told Southbank News.

“Even when lockdowns are lifted, it can take weeks for 
any significant business to be re-generated, and by that 
time we could be in another lockdown.”

“The business grants system in place, while welcome, 

words by Brendan Rees 
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does not go anywhere near meeting the fixed costs of 
most businesses.”

Mr Bracher added the food and beverage industry was 
losing staff to other sectors that were perceived as more 
secure, which would “make it very hard to gear-up for the 
summer season, especially without international students 
to pull beers and serve the burgers”.

“What we need is a similar system to the NSW JobSaver, 
which provides businesses with a 40 per cent subsidy 
based on payroll, not the number of employees,” he said. 

Among those reeling was Nick Di Cioccio, manager 
of Workshop Brothers café in Southbank, who had been 
forced to close his doors every time there was a stage four 
lockdown.

“We’ve got really great customers but unfortunately it’s 
not financially viable,” he said. “It’s tough but there’s not 
much we can do about it unfortunately.”

Continued on page 5.

Artist Atong Atem (left) celebrated the launch of her huge new public work 
Outdoor Living on Hanover House last month alongside Lord Mayor Sally 
Capp and Beulah directors Adelene Teh and Jiaheng Chan. More on page 9.

Hanover lights up! 
Photo by John Tadigiri
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 Lord Mayor Sally Capp committed to im-
proving consultation. 

But Mr Penna said the SRA had been forced 
to rely on ineffective and “old-fashioned” meth-
ods of communication through public notices 
and “a notice on the door of a vacant building 
during lockdown”.  

“It is somewhat surprising that during the no-
tice period the City of Melbourne did not reach 
out to those who previously made submissions 
on this development and engage with them to 
explain the rationale, especially the context of 
the agenda item, minor though it is,” Mr Penna 
wrote. 

“SRA is an active contributor to this council, 
and it is well-known we are an active and en-
gaged community group. We are bamboozled 
that at minimum [the] council never considered 
to at least inform us.” 

“But sadly, judging by past actions, we should 
not have considered it surprising.” •

Promenade park 
all set to go

 ▲ A render of the new public space at Riverside Quay.
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New-look residents’ committee
The Southbank Residents’ Association (SRA) has filled every 
available spot on its committee for the coming year following its 
annual general meeting, which was held virtually on September 1. 

Current president Tony Penna and committee 
member Dan O’Keeffe are the only two existing 
names to remain on the committee, with 10 
fresh faces making up the full committee of 12 
including: 

• Ray Easterbrook
• David Hamilton
• Richard Hunt
• May Kay Rauma
• Trisha Avery
• Jannine Pattison
• Lavisa Kapoor
• Asad Khan
• Khalida de Ridder
• Suwito Linoh

Mr Penna said executive positions would 
be determined at the first meeting of the new 
committee on Wednesday, September 8, shortly 
after Southbank News published its September 
edition. 

He said he was very pleased by the level of 
interest shown by residents in their communi-
ty and that there were a number of key issues 
during the past year which had attracted many 
of the new faces. 

“The main thing people were engaged in 
was the truck accident [on Power St]. That in 
conjunction with our forum, which we really 
pushed out. COVID has probably made people 
more aware of what’s happening in their neigh-
bourhood,” he said. “Southbank Boulevard 
delays are another one.” 

The new committee features a number of 
locals well known within the local community, 
including Dr David Hamilton, who has been 

words by Sean Car 
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a prominent voice on the council’s delays on 
Southbank Boulevard, as well as Montague 
Community Alliance convener Trisha Avery.

The virtual AGM on September 1, which 
more than 80 people attended, featured a pre-
sentation from the Melbourne Arts Precinct 
Team (MAPT), which provided an update on 
the state government’s $1.5 billion upgrades to 
the precinct. 

Made up of staff from Development Victoria 
and Creative Victoria, the presentation with 
SRA kickstarted the government’s stakeholder 
engagement process for its plans to transform 
the Arts Precinct, including the construction of 
the new NGV Contemporary. 

For more information visit development.vic.
gov.au/projects/melbourne-arts-precinct

For more information on SRA, read pres-
ident Tony Penna’s column on page 18 of this 
edition or visit its website below •

COVID has probably made 
people more aware of 
what’s happening in their 
neighbourhood.

❝

❝

For more information: 
southbankresidents.org.au
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Never-ending works are “just the usual”

Residents say they’ve yet to see “value for mon-
ey” as works drag on with City of Melbourne’s 
problem-plagued project to transform 
Southbank Boulevard into people-friendly 
public spaces. 

The $47m “greening” project – including 
the creation of five new public spaces and 
neighbourhood parks, as well as 300 new trees 
and 1.1km of new bikes lanes in the heart of 
the city’s Arts Precinct – has been beset by 
delays and disruptions since works began in 
July 2018 and which are likely to be prolonged 
well into next year. 

However, in a sign of relief, Southbank News 
understands the council has ambitiously set a 
goal to wrap up the whole project by the end of 
this year but has allowed any further works to 
continue into 2022 – which they say would still 
be “on schedule” despite a completion date yet 
to have been announced.   

Although repeated lockdowns have 
hampered the number of workers allowed on 
site, the council is confident it is “still on track 
to complete works on time”. 

But with ongoing works having slipped 18 
months behind schedule – after February last 
year was marked as an expected completion 
date – residents aren’t holding their breath the 
project will be completed any time soon.

Construction had been conducted in several 
stages before being broken up into sub-cat-
egories, providing no clear framework for 
residents and businesses. 

In its latest update, the City of Melbourne 
reported works were “progressing well” with 
two neighbourhood parks on Southbank 
Boulevard. 

words by Brendan Rees 
COUNCIL AFFAIRS

A park between Moore St and Kavanagh 
St is expected to be completed by this month 
with finished landscape works including 
the installation of rocks weighing up to 20 
tonnes and surrounding bluestone paving. One 
plane tree and 13 frontier elms have also been 
planted in garden beds. 

A second park between Fawkner St and City 
Rd is also expected to open by November with 
bluestone walls and paving taking shape and a 
boardwalk also to be installed.

Meanwhile, the planting of 49 trees within 
the “Civic Space” has finished, including a 
Separation tree in the central terrace. 

The Separation tree is a red river gum that 
was grown from a sapling of the original 
400-year-old Separation tree at the Royal 
Botanic Gardens.  

Once the neighbourhood parks are complet-
ed work will begin on a play space between 
Kavanagh St and Fawkner St with an open date 
set for 2022. 

Southbank resident John Smith, who 
regularly walks by Southbank Boulevard, said 
he was surprised by “how open it still appears”.

“I was sort of expecting more trees, bushes, 
shrubs and less gravel areas,” he said. 

“When you look at what appears to have 
been provided, where is the value for money? 
I think from my point of view it’s been 
mismanaged.”

Another resident David Hamilton said “one 
just hopes it gets finished soon because it’s 
taken so long”.

“It’s a long time in the making for a very 
simple piece of kerb and channel. When it’s 
finished it will be very pleasing to see,” he said. 

When you look at what 
appears to have been provided, 
where is the value for money? 
I think from my point of view 
it’s been mismanaged.

❝

❝

“They’re working faster on the pop-up park 
at the [Queen] Victoria Market than they are 
on this.”

“It will be nice to finally get the neighbour-
hood back and finally get some grass back that 
was taken away.”

As first reported in the November 2020 edi-
tion of Southbank News, Mr Hamilton believed 
the total cost of the project had blown out to 
$52.5m after scrutinising council budgets.  

He was also concerned traffic management 
had not been “very well designed” with the 
“potential for issues to arise” between cars, 
pedestrians and cyclists.

Southbank Residents’ Association president 
Tony Penna said he believed it would be at 
“least a couple of more years if not longer” for 
the project to finish.

He added the never-ending works had 
become “just the usual” and any disruptions 
during the extended lockdown was “probably 
negligible”.

Earlier this year Lord Mayor Sally Capp 
acknowledged the project had “taken far longer 
than expected” but it would be “worth the 
wait”.  

Local residents Liam and Geraldine told 
Southbank News this month that they were 
both “looking forward” to the park being 
completed.  

“It’s really exciting to have this along the 
boulevard and next to our place. Obviously 
during lockdown you don’t have a lot of 
opportunities to travel so it’s good to have 
nature by our side in the bustling city life,” 
Geraldine said •

 ▲ Residents Liam and Geraldine said they were both looking forward to Southbank Boulevard being completed. 

 ▲ The current stage between Moore and Kavanagh streets is nearing completion. 

 ▲ Tony Penna believes works are not close to completion. 



Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no Southbank News

1211 & 1212/26 Southgate Avenue, Southbank

• North facing with secure
riverfront views

• 2 Apartments on one title
• Access to hotel facilities

including room service
• Virtual tour available

raywhitesouthbank.com.au

Michael Pastrikos
0404 282 864

Georgia Ackroyd
0437 810 755

2 1   2 2   1 3 806/63 Whiteman Street, Southbank

• Entertainers terrace on title
(external size approx. 30m2)

• Spacious layout with large
study space

• Full size kitchen with island
bench

• Virtual tour available

raywhitesouthbank.com.au

Michael Pastrikos
0404 282 864

Georgia Ackroyd
0437 810 755

1 1   1 2

Spring Selling Has Begun

0404 282 864  |  michael.pastrikos@raywhite.com  |  raywhitesouthbank.com.au

As a result of the recent lockdown periods supply levels are lower than 
previous years however buyer demand is at an all-time high. We are  

anticipating stronger than usual Spring market activity this year.

Scan the QR code for more information on the market or if you are  
thinking of selling, to schedule a virtual appraisal with me today.

1211 & 1212/26 Southgate Avenue, Southbank

• North facing with secure
riverfront views

• 2 Apartments on one title
• Access to hotel facilities

including room service
• Virtual tour available

raywhitesouthbank.com.au

Michael Pastrikos
0404 282 864

Georgia Ackroyd
0437 810 755

2 1   2 2   1 3 806/63 Whiteman Street, Southbank

• Entertainers terrace on title
(external size approx. 30m2)

• Spacious layout with large
study space

• Full size kitchen with island
bench

• Virtual tour available

raywhitesouthbank.com.au

Michael Pastrikos
0404 282 864

Georgia Ackroyd
0437 810 755

1 1   1 2

Spring Selling Has Begun

0404 282 864  |  michael.pastrikos@raywhite.com  |  raywhitesouthbank.com.au

As a result of the recent lockdown periods supply levels are lower than 
previous years however buyer demand is at an all-time high. We are  

anticipating stronger than usual Spring market activity this year.

Scan the QR code for more information on the market or if you are  
thinking of selling, to schedule a virtual appraisal with me today.



September 2021, Issue 111 5

Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no Southbank  News

Continued from page 1.

Mr Di Cioccio said he had taken up a plumb-
ing apprenticeship to make ends meet but even 
so, this was just two days of week a work. 

“I would much rather be at work than stay at 
home all day. We know once the horizon clears 
up a little bit more we’ll be back at it again,” he 
said of his pride-and-joy store café at Riverside 
Quay.

“I’m endeavouring to make a career out of it 
but we’ll see how that goes over the next few 
months.”

Jaye Chin-Dusting, who runs Mary Martin 
Bookshop, said while she understood safety was 
a priority, the prolonged lockdown had made it 
“increasingly tough” on her business with click-
and-collect remaining its “portal” to customers.

“We are so incredibly lucky to continue to 
be able to support our readers, and them to us, 
during this time. We just want everyone to keep 

safe and positive during this time,” she said.
She said she and her staff were working on 

reduced hours with most able to receive gov-
ernment COVID disaster payments – which 
Ms Chin-Dusting was grateful for but it was 
“insignificant” to their outlay costs. 

“This is a significant and indeed crippling 
loss to small businesses.” 

Nick Edgar, owner of Gordon Expresso café, 
said business had been “steady” and counted 
himself lucky that they had attracted a “really 
good takeaway following”. 

“We’re still down 50 to 60 per cent but you 
can’t cry about lost opportunity otherwise it’ll 
do your head in,” he said. 

“Luckily, we’re on Coventry St and there’s a 
huge amount of residents as well as businesses 
around here.” 

“The goal for us has been to not go backwards 
and get into any debt, anything beyond that is 
just a bonus.” 

To help grow his business once restrictions 
eased, Mr Edgar said he was hoping the City of 
Melbourne would approve his request to pave 
the outdoor area of his cafe in the hope to create 
an “extended cosmopolitan area”.    

“Our outdoor area is probably our biggest 
strength in regards to making the whole place 
look amazing,” he said, which was currently a 
gravel nature strip. 

City of Melbourne Lord Mayor Sally Capp 
said the extended lockdown had had “a devas-
tating impact” on businesses with many  mak-
ing heartbreaking decisions of whether to close 
their doors for good.    

“Even most resilient of small business own-
ers are struggling to stay positive,” she said, 
as she reiterated calls for Melbournians to get 
vaccinated “to reduce the likelihood of further 
lockdowns”.  

Meanwhile, the federal and state govern-
ments offered a new round of support for small 

and medium businesses most affected by the 
extension restrictions in Melbourne.  

This included grants increasing from 
$10,000 to $14,000 for the Small Business 
COVID Hardship Fund as well as payments 
of $2800 per week through the Business Costs 
Assistance Program. 

Under the COVID-19 Disaster 
Payment, workers who have lost between eight 
to 20 hours work or a full day of work (over 
seven days) will get $450 and $750 for 20 hours 
or more of work lost.  

Payments of $5000, $10,000 and $20,000 
per week will be available to licensed hospital-
ity premises. 

Victorian Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry chief executive Paul Guerra said while 
he welcomed the support package the “harsh re-
ality is that there will be more business closures 
and jobs lost, no matter the financial support on 
offer” •

Dining scheme set to return after injecting $40 million into the city 

The City of Melbourne’s popular Melbourne 
Money scheme – which  pumped $40 million 
into  the city’s economy – is set to return for 
“another round” once the sixth lockdown ends.

Councillors voted unanimously in support 
of bringing back the scheme at the Future 
Melbourne Committee (FMC) meeting on 
August 17 after cafes, bars, and restaurants re-
ported “experiencing a noticeable increase” in 
customers when the program ran from June 11 
to July 13.   

The scheme was launched in a bid to lure 
visitors back to Melbourne and reactivate the 
city as it emerged from rolling lockdowns, with 
diners able to claim a 20 per cent rebate on their 
meals when they spent between $50 and $500 
within the municipality.          

A total of 270,216 claims were made as part 
of the program with the average claim being 
$149, according to a council report presented at 
the FMC meeting.   

The average rebate was $30 with 66 per cent 
of claims made by visitors from outside the 
municipality. Overall, the scheme contributed 
$40 million in economic stimulus.  

The CBD topped the list for claims at pop-
ular dining destinations followed by Carlton, 
Southbank and Docklands.    

The results also showed that three in every 
four Melbourne Money participants had come 
to the city specifically to go out for meals or 
drinks while 85 per cent of all claimants indi-
cated that Melbourne Money was “a key factor 
in their decision” to visit the city.     

words by Brendan Rees 
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Activity also “increased much more quickly” 
during the program compared to February after 
the state plunged into its second lockdown.   

Speaking at the council meeting, Deputy 
Lord Mayor Nicholas Reece said Melbourne 
Money had provided a “vital lifeline” for restau-
rants and eateries at “the time of greatest need”.  

“I think Melbourne Money has been one of 
the best inventions or innovations to come out 
of this crisis,” he said.  

“It really has been a lifeline for so many busi-
nesses,” he said. “I can only hope that Melbourne 
Money will continue in some form.”   

Lord Mayor Sally Capp also hailed the 
scheme a success, saying it delivered the “most 
value possible to hospitality businesses”. 

City activation portfolio 
lead  Cr  Roshena  Campbell said  the  council 
was aware that many businesses had paid a 
“high price” due to repeated lockdowns and 
Melbourne Money was “one of the most im-
portant things” to help the city bounce back. 

“I want businesses to know that we are 
working hard here to bring this vision back; 
that we’ve had great success and that we will do 
everything we can to make sure that Melbourne 

comes back to life as quickly as possible,” Cr 
Campbell said.   

Andy Bonnici who runs The BondStore café 
at Riverside Quay said the scheme had made a 
“huge difference”. 

“A lot of people were asking for receipts to 
claim the scheme. A lot of families were coming 
in and spending over $100,” he said, adding it 
was “well worth it” and was “100 per cent” in 
favour of bringing it back.

Nick Edgar, owner of Gordon Expresso café 
in Southbank, said while he welcomed the 
dining scheme, it was “very hard to gauge” how 
many customers had taken up the offer. 

But he said it “certainly doesn’t hurt at all” to 
relaunch the scheme which was a “really good 
aspect” of luring people back to the city and 
providing a boost to the hospitality sector. 

Saporito Café owner Matthew Defina said 
if Melbourne Money was to return he hoped 
it would be better promoted. “It didn’t really 
last long. By the time it just got going, I just 
found out it had all finished,” he said, adding 
he had to tell most customers about the offer. 
Asked if the scheme did make a difference, he 
said “I don’t know about it bringing more cus-
tomers” but “a fair few people sitting down did 
use it”.

“It was alright ... it just didn’t last long but the 
idea behind it was good.” 

The City of Melbourne will work with the 
state government to deliver round two of 
Melbourne Money “as soon as possible” after 
the state’s sixth lockdown ended.   

When the scheme was initially launched in 
June the state government provided $7.4 mil-
lion, while the City of Melbourne contribut-
ed $1.2 million •

Devastated traders look at shutting doors for good amid lockdown six 

 ▲ Nick Edgar, who runs Gordon Expresso café, said his goal was to stay out of debt.  ▲ Jaye Chin-Dusting of Mary Martin Bookshop said lockdown had hit hard on her business. 

 ▲ Andy Bonnici from BondStore cafe said the Melbourne Money scheme had made a “huge difference”. 
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Your City of Melbourne community update

COVID-19 vaccine
If you are eligible, now is the time to book in for your COVID-19 vaccine. 
Having a safe and effective vaccine available in Australia helps protect 
you, your family and your community from coronavirus. To learn more, visit 
coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine

如果符合新冠疫苗接种资格，请尽快预约。在澳大利亚接种安全有效的疫苗，有助于保护个人、家庭和社区
免受新冠病毒的侵害。更多信息请访问：coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine

如果符合COVID-19疫苗施打資格，請儘快預約。在澳洲施打安全有效的疫苗，有助於保護個人、家庭和社
區免受新冠病毒的侵害。更多資訊請訪問：coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine

Haddii aad u qalanto, hadda ayaa ah waqtiga loo samaysto ballan talaalka COVID-19. 
Inaad qaadato talaalka laga hello Australia ee wax ku oolka ah wuxuu ka caawimaa 
adiga, qoyskaaga, iyo bulshadaada coronavirus-ka. Si aad wax badan uga ogaato, booqo 
coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine

Nếu hội đủ tiêu chuẩn, giờ đây là lúc quý vị lấy hẹn để được chủng ngừa COVID-19. Việc 
có sẵn thuốc chủng ngừa an toàn và hiệu quả ở Úc giúp bảo vệ quý vị, gia đình và cộng 
đồng của quý vị không bị bệnh coronavirus. Muốn biết thêm thông tin xin vào trang 
mạng  coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine

ن للحصول عىل لقاح كوفيد-19، الآن هو الوقت المناسب لحجز موعد لكم لأخذ اللقاح. يساعد توّفر لقاح آِمن  إذا كنتم مؤهل�ي
وس كورونا. لمعرفة المزيد، يُرجى زيارة الموقع  اليا عىل حمايتكم وحماية عائلتكم ومجتمعكم من ف�ي ي أس�ت

وفّعال �ن
 coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine ي

و�ن لك�ت الإ
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Crown’s One Queensbridge site hangs in the balance 
Southbank residents look set to face a longer wait as to whether a “ghastly” site opposite Crown will be developed as the casino giant 
fights for its licence amid two Royal Commissions.    

words by Brendan Rees 
PLANNING

Crown Resorts had once proposed to build 
the nation’s tallest skyscraper at the One 
Queensbridge St site opposite Crown Casino, 
with the buildings linked by a glass sky bridge, 
at a cost of $2 billion.

However, any plans to begin building the 
388-room hotel and 708 residential apartments 
came to a shuddering halt after Minister for 
Planning Richard Wynne refused an extension 
of its permit in 2019. 

As a condition of the building permit issued 
in 2017 under the exemption of “state signif-
icance”, Crown and its joint venture partner 
Schiavello were required to begin construction 
within two years.

Having since purchased Schiavello’s 50 per 
cent stake in the site, Crown is yet to submit any 
new building proposals but has indicated in its 
2020 annual report that it continued to assess 
various options for the One Queensbridge de-
velopment site”. 

The project now appears further away from 
being realised than ever before amid Crown’s 
ongoing financial and governance issues, which 
have been laid bare through a NSW inquiry and 
two current Royal Commissions in Victoria and 
Western Australia. 

In 2016, it was a “public benefits” packaged 
valued at around $100 million which got Crown 
and Schiavello’s approval over the line with 
the state government. This package included 
improvements to Queensbridge Square, two 
new cafes, and fixing possible flooding issues 
on Queensbridge St as well as upgrades to 
Sandridge Rail Bridge, Southbank Boulevard 
and Southbank Promenade. 

City of Melbourne Deputy Lord Mayor 
Nicholas Reece confirmed Crown had not 
submitted a new planning permit for the One 
Queensbridge site, but welcomed any new 
private investment in Southbank and would 
“assess any application carefully against the 
Melbourne planning scheme”.

He added the fact that a tower was not pro-
ceeding “isn’t stopping the City of Melbourne 
from cracking on with our record investment in 
local infrastructure” which included delivering 
on its budget promise of buying new land to cre-
ate more public open space in Southbank as well 
as soon-to-begin upgrade works on Southbank 
Promenade, which included building a 1000 
sq metre park on Southbank Promenade near 
Eureka Tower.

Former City of Melbourne councillor and 
Crown shareholder activist Stephen Mayne said 
with two Royal Commissions underway into the 
suitability of Crown in Melbourne and Perth to 
retain its licence after alleged wrongdoings, any 
plans for development at One Queensbridge 
would have been put on the backburner. 

“They’ve battened down the hatches and 
their licence is at risk so the last thing they’re 
going to be doing is a big new development in 
Melbourne,” he said. 

It comes as Crown moves to save its empire 
after appointing former Telstra chief executive 
Ziggy Switkowski as its new chairman, after 
replacing Helen Coonan who stepped down at 
the end of August. 

However, Mr Mayne said One Queensbridge 
was a “key strategic site” and acknowledged 
Crown was making a “sensible long-term hold 
and long-term development”.   

“It is very close to the main lobby of Crown 
so I think it makes sense for it to be integrated 
into Crown,” Mr Mayne told Southbank News, 
adding there was “merit” in a sky bridge if 
Crown was to build luxury apartments.

According to Mr Mayne, a former contrib-
utor to Southbank News and anti-pokies cam-
paigner, it was a “chronic fail” by Crown not 
to have begun construction within two years 
of a permit being issued after being handed “a 

sweetheart deal” in which “they should’ve just 
got on with it”.

Mr Mayne added with tourism being non-ex-
istent and unprecedented impacts affecting 
business operations due to the pandemic, it 
was possible Crown could decide to offload the 
Queensbridge site.

However, with former Lendlease  boss Steve 
McCann having recently taken the reins as 
Crown Resorts’ new CEO, Mr Mayne believed 
Mr McCann would “probably be more inter-
ested in the property development side of 
things than actually running a casino” with a 
“fair chance he will attempt to develop” One 
Queensbridge. 

“Once Barangaroo [Crown’s Sydney hotel] 
is finished … the only remaining capital works 
item in the pipeline for Crown in Australia is 
Queensbridge Square,” he said.

“It doesn’t have to be a repeat of the ridic-
ulous $2 billion proposal.  They should just 
do something conventional that the City of 
Melbourne likes, that the Planning Minister 
likes … that doesn’t cost half as much and just 
build another hotel and some more high roller 
gambling suites.”

The owners’ corporation chair of neigh-
bouring Freshwater Place Peter Renner said 
as Crown would be “quite distracted with two 
Royal Commissions” the One Queensbridge site 

“is not going to be the first thing that they’re 
going to be thinking about”.

“We’d love them to be talking to us at the 
time they decide to develop the property but 
who knows how far off that might be,” he said.

“If there’s one thing we’re disappointed about 
is that they did have a commitment to spend 
millions on Queensbridge Square and obviously 
that’s not happened.”  

Mr Renner said it was “too prominent a site 
to leave vacant” and “would be very happy to 
see development there” provided it complied 
with the Melbourne Planning Scheme.

Southbank Residents’ Association president 
Tony Penna said the site remained “ghastly” and 
“graffiti-ridden” and hoped to see it developed 
eventually whether it be for commercial or 
residential use.

Meanwhile, anti-pokies federal Independent 
MP Andrew Wilkie said it “remains to be seen” 
whether  Crown’s new boss Ziggy Switkowski, 
who is currently chancellor of RMIT University 
and chairman of NBN Co, was fit for the top 
job. 

“He does have considerable high-level man-
agement and governance experience. But his 
real test will be achieving massive cultural 
change, where bad news is actively sought, and 
concerns are heard and addressed,” Mr Wilkie 
said.

“Genuinely sorting out Crown will take 
a serious commitment to listening to whis-
tle-blowers, seeking out problems and dealing 
with them, something we’ve not seen at the 
NBN Co.”

Tim Costello, chief advocate of the Alliance 
for Gambling Reform, was critical of Mr 
Switkowski’s appointment, saying “it’s truly 
perplexing how Crown continues to miss the 
mark on enacting real reform, no matter how 
many opportunities they are given”.

“Crown is in desperate need of someone who 
has a proven track record of cleaning up a com-
pany, and especially one who has experience 
in dealing with money laundering issues. This 
appointment does not equal that,” he said. 

In a statement Crown’s board said, “Ziggy’s 
experience and capabilities are well suited to 
meeting the challenges currently confronting 
Crown.”

“We are determined to restore the trust of 
regulators, investors, employees, customers and 
the wider community”.

The Royal Commission into the suitability 
of Crown Melbourne Limited to hold a casino 
licence in Victoria is expected to hand down its 
final report on October 15 •

Council seeks Greenline feedback

The City of Melbourne has asked 
for public feedback on the proposed 
$300 million Greenline project along 
the Yarra River’s Northbank.

Touted as one of the city’s biggest 
projects in recent decades, Greenline 
proposes a four-kilometre pedestrian 
and cyclist pathway from Birrarung 
Marr all the way to the Bolte Bridge.

And, until October 3, the council 
wants the public’s view on how it 
might look.

“It’s vital that we deliver projects 
in partnership with the community 
and stakeholders. That’s why we are 
seeking feedback and ideas ahead of 
finalising detailed plans,” Lord Mayor 
Sally Capp said. 

“Take a look at our initial plans 
and get involved in shaping one 
of Melbourne’s most significant 
projects.”

Greenline was a key election pledge 
from Cr Capp, who made Greenline a 
key part of her 2018 by-election and 

2020 general election strategies, win-
ning on both occasions.

She has said it would represent 
Melbourne’s “biggest transformation” 
since the completion of Southbank 
Promenade in 1990 and the opening 
of Federation Square in 2002.

“Greenline will create one of the 
largest networks of green spaces in 
Melbourne – delivering a premier 
destination for workers, tourists and 
residents to enjoy,” she said on August 
21. 

“New pedestrian boardwalks, 
parks, native plantings and a celebra-
tion of our Aboriginal heritage and 
culture will help to create a world-
class river precinct which will attract 
more visitors and investment to our 
city.”

Draft Greenline plans released 
earlier this year were particularly 
critical of the Northbank’s current 
condition.

Despite possessing a “rich histo-
ry and distinctive features”, it was 
described as of “poor quality”, “lack-
ing activity”, “prone to safety and 
security issues”, and was an “overall 

underwhelming experience”.
Notably, it also observed that the 

northern side of the river compared 
unfavourably to Southbank.

“[It] is currently the unattractive 
counterpart to the revitalised 
Southbank which features sunny, 
attractive, and generally well-main-
tained pedestrianised public spaces 
and active building frontages adja-
cent to a thriving Arts Precinct.”

However, the project sought to 
differentiate itself from the river’s 
southern side.

“Rather than recreating the out-
door dining, arts and events focus 
of Southbank, the Greenline is an 
opportunity to build on the existing 
character of Northbank to create an 
enhanced connected river front expe-
rience that remains authentic to these 
unique attributes.”

Floating wetlands trial
The council has also called on 

suitable companies to help deliver a 
“floating wetlands” project along the 
river. 

Identified in the City of 

Melbourne’s 2019 Yarra River 
Birrarung Strategy, the project pro-
posed floating structures with vege-
tation at the water’s edge.

Citing examples in Chicago, San 
Antonio, Paris and New York, it 
would seek to restore biodiverse 
habitats along the river despite an 
urbanised edge that normally limited 
these opportunities. 

The council’s environment port-
folio lead Cr Rohan Leppert said the 
trial would help protect the river’s 
native environment.

“The Yarra River – Birrarung is 
Melbourne’s most iconic waterway 
and the foundation around which the 
entire city was built,” Cr Leppert said. 

“It’s vital that we explore new ways 
to protect the river environment so 
it can be enjoyed for generations to 
come. Through the floating wetlands 
trial, we will test how we can protect 
and support ecology and biodiversity 
along the riverbank. We’re calling for 
companies to get involved and help 
us design a better way to protect our 
river banks.” •

words by David Schout 
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To have your say: 
participate.melbourne.vic.
gov.au
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New strategy and planning controls for 
Fishermans Bend “innovation” precinct

The state government has reaffirmed its commitment to 
delivering a “world-class” design, engineering and ad-
vanced manufacturing precinct in the heart of Fishermans 
Bend through the release of a new plan this month. 

Minister for Business Precincts Martin Pakula launched 
the  Advancing Manufacturing – the Fishermans Bend 
opportunity statement on September 1, outlining five key 
priorities for the Fishermans Bend National Employment 
and Innovation Cluster (NEIC).

The Employment Precinct is located within the City of 
Melbourne and is bound by Lorimer St and the Westgate 
Freeway. In 2016, the state government purchased the for-
mer General Motors Holden (GMH) site on Salmon St for 
what it hopes will form the nucleus of the NEIC.

To facilitate its vision, which “supported by major in-
vestments and planning approvals” that the government 
expects will attract key investors and major partners to 
the precinct, new interim planning controls to guide de-
velopment were also announced on September 1. 

The NEIC is expected to be home to at least 40,000 
jobs and more than 20,000 students by 2050 across key 
industries including aerospace, transport, defence, cre-
ative industries and clean energy.

With the University of Melbourne having already pur-
chased a portion of the GMH site for its new engineering 
and design campus, which is expected to open in 2025, Mr 
Pakula said Fishermans Bend presented a “one-in-a-gener-
ation” opportunity. 

“Powered by new technologies and world-leading 
engineering and design, Fishermans Bend presents a 
once-in-a-generation opportunity to build a precinct that 
creates jobs for Victorians and produces solutions for the 
world,” he said. 

The precinct is already home to large companies and 
organisations including Boeing, Siemens, Australian Road 
Research Board (ARRB), Black Magic Design, the Port of 
Melbourne and the Australian Government’s Defence 
Science and Technology Group. 

The Fishermans Bend Development Board chair 
Meredith Sussex said partnerships within the precinct 
would form “critical steps” in realising the ambition of 
what she described as a “global opportunity”. 

Supported by a $179.4 million investment in the 
2021/22 Victorian Budget, the plan announced this month 
prioritises a “bringing to life” of the “catalyst” GMH site, 
while its other four key priorities focus on connectivity, a 
“green network”, civic boulevards and urban design. 

With Fishermans Bend’s road network originally de-
signed with freight in mind, connecting the precinct to 
the CBD and surrounds through active means of transport 
continues to prove a major hurdle in maximising the ar-
ea’s potential. 

While the government has yet to make any firm funding 
commitments towards creating a tram link to the CBD, its 
latest plan again references a proposed tram bridge over 
the Yarra River through Docklands, which is still under-
stood to be its preferred route. 

A “potential” underground passenger train service, 
known as Melbourne Metro 2, is also included, so too is 
a low freight alignment running parallel with the Bolte 
Bridge to connect the disparate Webb Dock with the Port 
of Melbourne. 

Mr Pakula said the “new Fishermans Bend” was taking 
shape in other ways with a pilot project for a green spine 
and cycle connection corridor along Turner St to be de-
livered in partnership with the City of Melbourne during 
the next year.

With the University of Melbourne one of the pre-
cinct’s major tenants, Minister for Planning Richard 
Wynne also announced the approval of the proposal for 
a new Engineering and Design innovation campus on 
September 1. 

It’s been long understood that RMIT University is also 
in talks with the state government about investing in the 
GMH site but its plan hinge on the delivery of public 
transport, namely the new tram link. 

The state government’s latest strategy said it was also its 
“intention is to engage with key stakeholders, including 
the City of Melbourne to find a more suitable name” for 
the Employment Precinct in the “near future”.

Local communities within and surrounding Fishermans 
Bend still continue to await the release of detailed pre-
cinct plans for the four mixed-use precincts of Montague, 
Wirraway, Sandridge and Lorimer. 

Community representatives of the Montague Precinct, 
which has seen a rapid escalation of development in re-
cent years due to its proximity to the CBD, Southbank and 
Port Melbourne, have been calling for detailed plans to be 
released for more than a year. 

Montague Community Alliance convener Trisha Avery 
said last month that the plans were essential for the grow-
ing community’s understanding of the precinct’s future. 
Former City of Port Phillip Mayor Bernadene Voss told 
Southbank News in July last year that the plans had been 
completed and were ready for public consultation, but a 
state government spokesperson has since confirmed plans 
were still yet to be finalised •

 ▲ A graphic highlighting the Employment Precinct ( yellow), major employers and potential public transport alignments (green and blue). 
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For more information: 
fishermansbend.vic.gov.au/precincts/
employment-precinct

Powered by new technologies 
and world-leading engineering 
and design, Fishermans Bend 
presents a once-in-a-generation 
opportunity to build a precinct 
that creates jobs for Victorians 
and produces solutions for the 
world.

❝

❝

Plans for 40-level tower at hostel site

Plans have emerged of a $250 million 
play to turn a City Rd hostel into a 
40-storey mixed-use tower.

Developer Gurner, in a joint ven-
ture with Australian Meat Group 
founders the Catalfamo family, 
have released plans for the 334 City 
Rd site, featuring 400 apartments, 
ground-level retail, and a gym.

The site was once home to Eve 
Nightclub and has more recently 
operated as the Urban Central Hostel.

Gurner chief executive Tim Gurner 
said the group was attracted to 
Southbank for a number of reasons. 

“Southbank is going through a 
renaissance of sorts with an increas-
ing number of restaurants, bars and 
entertainment precincts while of-
fering proximity to the best parts of 
Melbourne’s CBD,” he said.

“It allows us to do something 
special that will add to the flavour 
of the area while bringing our signa-
ture luxury approach to residential 
living.”

Proposed plans for the tower 
included a health and wellness pre-
cinct, a two-storey gym, a communal 
dining, cinema and entertainment 
precinct, dog wash and dog run, 
alongside “Melbourne’s hottest new 
rooftop venue” according to Mr 
Gurner. 

The site has an existing permit in 
place for a 38-level tower, approved 
by the Minister for Planning Richard 
Wynne in 2016 who significantly cut 
back an initial proposal for 82 storeys. 

Prior to that, a 2015 proposal for a 
57-storey tower at the Southbank site 
was described as a “terrible proposal” 
by former Lord Mayor Robert Doyle, 
that “thumbed its nose” at the city’s 
planning controls.

Mr Gurner, however, was confident 
about its amended plans. 

“We have recently submitted our 
revised scheme to council and will 
hopefully have approvals in the com-
ing months with demolition starting 
this year,” he said. 

Gurner has appointed internation-
al architectural practice Warren and 
Mahoney to redesign the building. 

The group’s principal Nick Deans 
said the tower would complement 
the area.

“The external facade of the build-
ing makes a bold statement, designed 
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‘in the round’ to ensure it delivers 
appeal from all aspects,” he said.

“With its defined crown structure 
atop of the building, the tower is a 
symbolic piece of architecture that 
will be highly visible on the skyline 
of Southbank and contribute to 
Melbourne’s broader city-scape. And 
those living there will enjoy uninter-
rupted views of the CBD and back to 
Port Philip Bay.”

Mr Deans said a nearly 10-year 
relationship with the developer had 
delivered positive outcomes. 

“We’ve also worked closely with 
the Gurner team to prototype and 
implement the ‘Greener by Gurner’ 
sustainability aspirations for a car-
bon neutral development – a standard 
we’d like to see across the board.” 

The site at 334 City Rd has been 
owned by the Catalfamo family since 
1999 •

 ▲ A render of the proposal for 334 City Rd.

 ▲ View of the proposal looking from City Rd towards Southbank. 
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Southbank lit up with Hanover House artwork

For the next six months, Southbank’s Hanover 
House will transform into a vibrant display 
of 1970s-style wallpaper and neon lights after 
dark.

Artist Atong Atem’s huge new public 
work  Outdoor Living, on the soon-to-be de-
molished building on the corner of City Rd and 
Power St, was unveiled in late August.

At 5.30pm every day until midnight, the City 
Rd-facing side of the building will be lit up with 
illuminated neon tulips.

Perhaps even more strikingly, the longer 
Power St-facing facade features a stunning 
large-scale orange mural inspired by wallpapers 
of the 1970s Australian home, and a 8.5-metre 
high neon banksia.

Atem, a South Sudanese artist based in 
Melbourne, spent six weeks throughout July 
and August working on the murals.

“I’m interested in the relationships between 
people, our connection with the natural and 
built environments, and how this is interwoven 
with the visual signs and symbols that define 
our histories,” she said.

“I’m interested in the aesthetics of 1970s 
Australian homes and have chosen to reference 
the intimacy of those spaces by creating a wall-
paper pattern reminiscent of late 20th-century 
living room walls.”

The vibrant piece was commissioned by 
developer Beulah, which recently launched 
an experiential event series  called “BETA” at 
Hanover House.

Beulah acquired the building earlier this year 
as part of its plans to build Australia’s tallest 
tower — the 365-metre, $2 billion STH BNK 
development — on the neighbouring site.

The building was set to host a range of arts 
and food events prior to its demolition, includ-
ing Higher Order, an immersive dining experi-
ence by chef Scott Pickett (of Longrain, Matilda 
and Estelle fame).

However, at the time of publishing it was 
unclear how Melbourne’s sixth COVID-19 
lockdown would impact the schedule. 

Fortunately, Atem’s public artwork could be 
enjoyed by Southbankers irrespective of the 
lockdown.

Lord Mayor Sally Capp joined the artist for a 
photo opportunity at Hanover House, and said 
it symbolised what was great about the city.

“I’m excited to see  Outdoor Living  light up 
our city and continue to enrich Melbourne’s 
reputation as the arts capital of Australia,” she 
said.

“Atong Atem has created a visual represen-
tation of what Melbourne means to her, and I 
believe we can all find some connection with 
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her work – whether it be a connection to nature, 
city or a sense of belonging. The transformation 
of the Melbourne Arts Precinct continues to 
prove itself as a major drawcard for our city.”

Developed in 1973, Hanover House was one 
of Southbank’s tallest buildings until the 1990s 
despite being just seven storeys high. 

When Beulah acquired the site earlier this 
year, it said the purchase would create a “rare 
island site” for its wider development. 

“Acquiring Hanover House is a strategic 

move that will allow us to truly realise our 
vision for Southbank by Beulah and that is to 
create a cultural heart for the Southbank area 
and its surrounds,” Beulah managing director 
Jiaheng Chan said.

“Having a rare island site in this central 
location will provide us endless opportunities 
to create a state-of-the-art precinct, unlike any-
thing Melbourne has seen.”

Atem’s newly unveiled mural and neon lights 
will remain on the building until early 2022 •

 ▲ Top: Hanover House lights up with Outdoor Living. Bottom: Atong Atem and Sally Capp. 

Councillor’s federal 
politics bid could 
pave way for city first

City of Melbourne Cr Roshena Campbell has 
begun a bid to enter Federal Parliament, in 
a move that could see her replaced by Town 
Hall’s first ever indigenous councillor. 

Cr Campbell is one of several candidates 
seeking Liberal Party preselection in the 
outer-eastern seat of Casey for the upcoming 
federal election. 

Should she be successful, Wiradjuri man 
Professor Mark McMillan would be elected to 
the City of Melbourne via countback. 

Professor McMillan was third on Lord Mayor 
Sally Capp’s ticket in last year’s election, behind 
Cr Campbell (second) and Town Hall’s current 
longest-serving councillor Kevin Louey (first).

And while Team Capp did not receive the 
required 30 per cent of votes to ensure his place 
on council, being next on the ticket would see 
him take the position vacated by Ms Campbell.  

Professor McMillan has worked in the area 
of human rights, in particular for indigenous 
Australians, and has held positions as Deputy 
Pro Vice-Chancellor at RMIT University and 
Associate Professor of Law at the University of 
Melbourne.

Should Cr Campbell earn preselection, his 
elevation would be significant. 

In 2016, Brooke Wandin was initially elect-
ed as the City of Melbourne’s first indigenous 
councillor, but stood down after it was dis-
covered she did not live at the Kensington ad-
dress she had nominated when registering for 
election.

Professor McMillian at this stage did not 
wish to speak about a potential countback. 

For Cr Campbell, preselection success would 
see her quit as councillor less than 12 months 
into the role.

The seat of Casey was due to be vacated by 
outgoing Speaker Tony Smith, and preselection 
was set to take place in September (although 
COVID-19 restrictions could see it delayed).

Casey has been a Liberal seat for the past 37 
years, the last 20 of which have been held by Mr 
Smith.

Should Cr Campbell’s bid for preselection be 
successful, the 36-year-old would then have a 
strong chance of securing a lower house seat in 
Canberra. 

However, the Coalition holds Casey by a mar-
gin of just 4.6 per cent, and it is expected to be 
a close contest on election day — due between 
now and May 2022.

Cr Campbell told Southbank News she was 
currently “unable to comment unfortunately 
under the Liberal Party preselection rules” •

words by David Schout 
COUNCIL AFFAIRS

Tough times for South Wharf workers

There was just one hospitality work-
er left standing at South Wharf on 
the last day of winter and he was 
struggling with what the future held 
for the industry. 

Dane, at Tessie Pearl Hotel, was 
ready to open the bar as soon as the 
announcement came. 

But he couldn’t figure out how hos-
pitality venues could keep up with 
the regulations. 

The Tessie Pearl caters to party 
animals and not all of them are good 
at checking in, let alone getting vacci-
nated, putting the onus on the venue 
to stay within the law. 

“We’ll probably find we need to 
do be fully vaxxed to do fun things,” 
Dane said about the future. “I don’t 
see a plausible way. We still have so 
much trouble with people checking 
in, without checking vaccinations.”

Last time the bar opened he was 
still teaching people how to check in 
after three or four weeks.  

“They were taking photos of the 
QR code and asking, ‘where do I send 
it?’ It’s frustrating. I feel like a pre-
school teacher. It means other places 
are not doing their bit.”

Bars like the Tessie Pearl are not 
about fine food so they have a quick 
turnaround when it comes to any 
new COVID density regulations, but 
other nearby venues haven’t been as 
flexible.  

“Munich [Brauhaus] won’t open 
until capacity increases a little be-
cause of the amount of staff it takes 
to run the venue,” Dane said. “Meat 
Market and Boho weren’t open for a 
fair while. Showtime’s an event cen-
tre. Half the venues won’t re-open.” 

It has been a tough time for hospo 
workers all round. According to fig-
ures released in July, 290,000 have 
been laid off in Australia. Some have 
recreated their lives by taking up new 
jobs in quarantine hotels.  

According to new research by Edith 
Cowan University, young hospitality 
workers are proud to be doing dan-
gerous work for the community but 
miss being able to provide traditional 
face-to-face service to guests. 

The Pan Pacific and Novotel are 
both quarantine hotels and they 
now have the biggest workforces on 
South Wharf but there have been few 
flow-on effects for the local economy, 
despite some earning up to $100,000 

for 12-month contracts.
Rona Walk is deserted except for 

police, an occasional skateboarder 
and quarantine workers sitting 
outside the hotel on their breaks. 
Yet back in October 2020, when 
Southbank News first reported the 
takeover of security by police, busi-
nesses were still open and clinging 
to hope of returning to normal as a 
tourist destination. 

Now, the problem of containing 
the virus has overwhelmed all other 
narratives. No-one wants a repeat of 
June 2020 when 20 hotel employees 
in Melbourne contracted the virus, 
leading to the city’s second wave. 

Those looking for vestiges of the 

hospitality industry on South Wharf 
won’t find them. DFO is closed for 
all but click and collect. The Urban 
Hub, a convenience store next to the 
hotels, is closed. Workers at DFO 
have to cross a bridge to find food. 
Quarantine workers are fed by the 
hotels and police are a major pres-
ence along Southbank.

“It’s very tough,” Dane said. “The 
reason it’s so stressful for us is because 
of the fines. If half haven’t checked in, 
these fines would be enough to close 
the business.”

He said that venues were fined 
$5000 for every person who does 
not check in. “You heavily rely on 
discretion. If you act like a goose, 
you’ll probably have the book thrown 
at you.”

Even small-time operators like 
the Rose Guy are on the back foot. 
He’s not saying that romance is 
dead, but he isn’t making back the 
rent of $300 a month he pays to the 
City of Melbourne for a spot on the 
pavement.

“I’ve got a permit and pay rent but 
maybe I shouldn’t be here,” he said •
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 ▲ Dane, the last barman standing.  ▲ The Rose Guy with stems for $10 a pop.  ▲ Police “going for a walk” at Southbank. 
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Preps celebrate 100 
days of school while 
in lockdown 

Classes may have been digital at South 
Melbourne Primary School but nothing was 
going to stop preps from celebrating a signifi-
cant milestone.    

In a day packed with activities, teachers 
threw a virtual party for preps who notched up 
their first 100 days of learning last month.

While the extended lockdown spoiled any 
chance of a face-to-face celebration, students 
embraced the day which included a costume 
parade and activities based around the number 
100 to mark the momentous occasion.    

Prep team leader Sophie Coote said the excite-
ment of the day gave preps “that much-needed 
boost”.  

“In the current context, days like this give 
students (and teachers) something to look for-
ward to and work towards,” she said.

“The prep teachers congratulated each stu-
dent; the children showed off their 100-themed 
outfits and played games such as ‘Guess Who’ 
where students had to identify photos of their 
teachers as prep students.”

Other online activities included preps shar-
ing what they would buy with $100 with a 
house and a cereal box being among the dream 
responses. 

They also created 100-themed crowns and 
used 100 blocks to create buildings, bridges, 
people and more. 

Another activity featured students reading 
100 high frequency words as “quickly as they 
could”.

“For our numeracy lesson, students did a 100 
workout then completed a range of 100-second 
challenges such as ‘How many times can you 
write your name in 100 seconds?’,” Ms Coote 
said.

In a special visit, principal Noel Creece also 
appeared in a virtual class to share a read aloud 
book.

Ms Coote thanked all parents, saying “days 
like this would not happen” without their 
support. 

“We are so thankful to our families for 
modelling such enthusiasm towards school and 
learning,” she said, adding they had “encouraged 
their children to participate in all the games 
and activities across the day”.

In another celebration, the school hosted 
a hive of activities in August for Book Week 
which helped students stay engaged while 
learning from home.    

Using the theme 
“Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds”, stu-
dents  shared their favourite books, designed 
new front covers, played book guessing games, 
and took part in a book stacking competi-
tion.  Grade Five and Six students also read a 
book to each class across the school.

The school’s learning specialist Maddy 
Morrison said the school was proud of all its 
students who continued to show resilience 
during remote learning.

“They turn up day after day and try their 
hardest. We are very proud of them and grateful 
to their families, many of whom are balancing 
their own work with supporting their children’s 
education,” she said.

“Students who are missing their friends have 
found that seeing them online in lessons five 
times a day helps, but students and teachers 
alike can’t wait until we are able to see everyone 
in person again.” •
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Try and have a “good time” children!

Down at Boyd Park, the playground has just 
reopened, and a new QR-code has been pasted 
prominently on the seat next to the swings by 
the City of Melbourne.

It is a rather large sign that won’t be missed 
by parents should they approach the monkey 
bars with their kids looking for a bit of fun. 

Next to the playground is a designated work-
out area where bodybuilders can go through 
their weight-lifting reps.

Unlike parents, who are banned from 
supervising their children at the same time, 
bodybuilders are entitled to work out together 
without checking in. 

The aim of this latest micro-COVID regula-
tion is to send a message to parents that they’re 
not meant to socialise at the playground.

But try telling that to mums as they arrive ex-
pectantly, hoping to swap a few tips with others 
in lockdown. 

The first mum arrives at 9.17am on the third 
day of spring, the morning the council tapes had 
been slashed to allow access to … the sandpit.

She scans the code and gets her daughter hap-
pily onto the swing, just before a second mum 
arrives who is clearly ready for … a chat.

Talia Sales is a mother of two from England 
who wants the economy opened up ASAP so 
her mum can visit. 

“I just thought I’d come before the rain,” she 
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said, scanning in efficiently with a smile. “I live 
five minutes away.” 

She is happy to do whatever the government 
asks so her daughter Phoebe, who is eight 
months old, can get to meet her grandmother.  

“Me and my partner have been saying for 
months they should have a QR code in play-
grounds,” Talia said, helpfully. “They have them 
everywhere else.” 

Twenty-two-year-old bodybuilder “Nicholas” 
is from Canada. He returned to Melbourne 
a week ago after two weeks of quarantine in 
Sydney and is a bit grumpy.

He finds the restrictions “way too harsh” 
here, so harsh that he’s stopped scanning QR 
codes, even at cafes. 

He’s not afraid to speak out but he doesn’t 

want to be identified because he’s on a visa and 
thinks his views will be unacceptable. 

Vaccination was made mandatory in his 
Canadian home state of Quebec on September 
1, but he has made the decision not to have a 
vaccine. 

“For me honestly if 80 per cent of the popu-
lation is double vaccinated what’s the point of 
making it mandatory?” he said.

Nikki Edgar, a barista, at the nearby House 
of Cards is in favour of the playground being 
re-opened, even though she said people would 
try and bend the rules. 

“People sunbake on the grass so why not open 
the playground as well? The playground is a des-
tination. You go there for a good time!” •

 ▲ Talia Sales checks in for Phoebe’s session on the swings.  ▲ Nikki Edgar keeping the peace at the House of Cards. 

Convention Centre inundated with vaccine bookings

Queues were wrapped around the building at 
the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition 
Centre after the government announced the 
Pfizer vaccine would be available to 16- to 
39-year-olds from September 1. 

The wait time averaged two-and-a-half hours 
on the first day Pfizer was available, despite 
everyone in line having pre-booked. 

Twenty-seven-year-old Maya Wilson told 
Southbank News she booked as soon as she 
could after hearing the announcement and was 
“relieved” to be getting it. 

“I wanted to wait for Pfizer because based on 
the research I’ve done it’s slightly more effective 
that AstraZeneca and has less risks for my age,” 
Ms Wilson said. 

“I’m surprised that with such a long wait they 
don’t have chairs or water available.”  

Thirty-one-year-old Luke Garcia was also 
excited to be getting his first dose, although he 
was disappointed that he hadn’t received any 
notification about the wait time.   

“My booking was supposed to be for 5.35 
[pm] but it’s 6:30 [pm] now and I can’t even see 
the front of the line,” Mr Garcia said. 

“I just want to get this over and done with so 
that we can go back to normal and start living 
our lives again.”

In contrast to the long lines for Pfizer, the 
AstraZeneca queue was non-existent. 

A nurse administering the vaccine, who did 
not want to be named, said she had “lost count” 
of how many vaccines she gave a day but that it 
was in the hundreds. 

“I feel like I’m a part of something bigger 
than myself and that I’m helping Melbourne to 
open up,” she said. 

“I also like helping calming people’s nerves 
and making sure they feel comfortable during 
the process, it’s really important.” 

As of September 6, 2,610,567 doses of the 
COVID-19 vaccine had been administered 
across Victoria, with an average of 26,000 
doses per day. 

Victoria’s Chief Health Officer Brett Sutton 
tweeted on September 3 that the vaccination 
numbers were looking positive and urged any-
one who had yet to book to do so. 

“If you’re eligible but are still waiting on get-
ting COVID-19 vaccinated because you think 
it’s not urgent, please understand just how 
urgent it is,” he wrote.

“Protect your family, your loved ones. Protect 
yourself.”

New vaccination hub targets community’s 
vulnerable

A new COVID vaccination centre set up at 
the Melbourne Town Hall will reach out to the 
city’s most vulnerable. 

The City of Melbourne has teamed up with 
Cohealth to prioritise vaccinations for the 
disadvantaged,  rough sleepers, people with 
English literacy limitations, refugees, and inter-
national students.   

Lord Mayor Sally Capp said the vaccination 
hub, which opened on September 1, was de-
signed to  ensure everyone had equal access to 
the vaccine, with or without a Medicare card.   

“Every member of our community matters. 
We want to create a city that is fair and pros-
perous, that values health and wellbeing, and 
welcomes people from all backgrounds,” she 
said.

The new vaccination hub at the Town Hall 
has a team consisting of nurse immunisers, a 
general practitioner and support staff.    

Cr Capp added that the vaccination centre 
would open to more people in the  future, but 
for now the general public should continue to 
access other centres within the municipality, 
including the Melbourne Convention and 
Exhibition Centre and the Royal Exhibition 
Building in Carlton.

The council’s health, wellbeing and belong-
ing lead Cr Dr Olivia Ball said the centre would 
initially have the capacity to vaccinate 200 
people per day, and would scale up to 600 per 
day as vaccine supply increased.    

Passers-by will also be treated to a vaccine 
hero art installation which features a series 
of black and white photos by renowned pho-
tographer Chris Hopkins. The photos are of 
Cohealth clients who are currently, or at risk of, 
experiencing homelessness receiving their first 
vaccine.  

Members of the public can book a vaccina-
tion appointment by calling 1800 675 398.

Meanwhile,  the City of Melbourne has 

launched its biggest vaccination incentive yet 
by offering an additional $50,000 in prizes to 
help the city get out of lockdowns.   

Lord Mayor Sally Capp said the rewards 
– which brought the prize pool to $100,000 
– were part of its Vaccine Heroes campaign 
aimed at slowing the spread of COVID-19 and 
allowing the city to reopen.  

The latest initiative comes amid the federal 
government setting a goal of 70 and 80 per cent 
vaccination rate by the end of November to 
trigger an easing of restrictions.   

People are encouraged to share their vaccine 
“hero stories” on Instagram for the chance 
to win a $1000 spending spree at the Queen 
Victoria Market, Emporium or Melbourne 
Central.  

A $1000 shopping voucher will be given 
away every day for six weeks until October 10. 

To enter the latest incentive, people  are en-
couraged to post a selfie on Instagram showing 
themselves about to get vaccinated, having just 
been vaccinated or flashing their vaccine card.  

They then must  tag the City of Melbourne 
(@CityofMelbourne) and, in 25 words or 
less,  what they’re most looking forward to 
when our city reopens. 

Residents forced into isolation as 
exposure sites expand

Dozens of residents and workers in 
Southbank were forced into isolation after a 
host of locations emerged as COVID-19 expo-
sure sites.

A Treat of France café on Southbank was 
closed for two days after being identified as a 
COVID exposure site – however it turned out to 
be a false positive COVID case who had attend-
ed its shop on August 23.   BWS at Melbourne 
Square was also identified as an exposure site 
on August 21, which underwent a deep clean 
and resumed trading as normal.  

Other venues listed as exposure sites at the 
time of publishing on September 7 included IGA 
Xpress Southbank on St Kilda Rd, Woolworths 
Melbourne Square Southbank, 7-Eleven 
Freshwater Place, IGA St Kilda Rd, Story So Far 
Southbank, Queenie’s Restaurant at Coventry 
St, a construction Site at Hancock St, Acquire 
BPO on St Kilda Rd, Humbaba Café on Dorcas 
St, Don Don South Melbourne on Bank St and 
Office Complex at 334 St Kilda Rd •
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For more information: 
coronavirus.vic.gov.au
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A leader in Southbank’s property market for more than 10 years
Today, there are few names 
more synonymous with real 
estate in Southbank than Ray 
White. 

1500 properties under management and a top 
10 agency in the Ray White network.”

According to Mr Salvo, Ray White is 
renowned in Australia, if not the world, for 
training and professional development, one of 
the defining reasons he sided with the company. 

With a network reaching to every corner of 
the country, professional training is available at 
any time of the day, ensuring his team is at the 
top of its game when it comes to service, leg-
islative changes, and professional development. 

With the ever-changing nature of the 

property market during a global pandemic, 
Mr Salvo said it had been crucial to his team’s 
success to say connected throughout this chal-
lenging period. 

“We are a part of the largest brand in 
Australia, and one that learns from each other. 
During the pandemic, I doubled down on with 
regards to staffing, and their training and sup-
port,” Mr Salvo said. 

“Through this process, rather than cutting 
staff or forcing annual leave, we doubled down 
and invested in our team. We didn’t let a single 
person go. In fact, we put on more staff to 
accommodate for growing demand in property 
management and leasing.”

“We have sent our team care packs and 
provided a space where they feel a sense of 
belonging in such an isolating time.”

Mr Salvo said Southbank’s residential market 
had reverted back to stability during the past 
12 months despite seeing a mass exodus of the 
prominent student housing market and other 
factors like issues with combustible cladding 
and a lack of interstate migration to Melbourne. 

That market stability has come in the form of 
first home buyers eager to make hay of stamp 
duty savings and concessions, many of whom 
have rented in Southbank for a number of years 
and are now ready to enter the market. 

As for Southbank’s rental market, Mr Salvo 
said it was one of the most adversely affected by 
COVID in the country. 

“As of January 2020, we had 1400 properties 

under management and our vacancy rate sat at 
0.67 per cent. At that point we had 30 proper-
ties on the market for let, that flared out to 176 
properties overnight,” Mr Salvo said. 

“Its highest point was 6.79 per cent during 
the peak of pandemic in August last year. We 
are now sitting on 62 properties up for let and 
3.53 per cent rental vacancy.”

“Since I have been involved with rentals, it 
has been a very easy conversation with land-
lords when you are telling them rental prices 
are increasing. So, to tell them that we need to 
drop rents by a certain percentage and educate 
them to go with the tide has been an immense 
challenge.” 

“It was chaos. I took a very active role in busi-
ness. I looked at as the biggest opportunity of 
my business life. If we can offer the service and 
can deliver through this period, we are going to 
attract good will and clients.”

During the peak of 2020 lockdowns, average 
rental prices dropped $88 per week, which sig-
nified an 18.16 per cent decrease since the start 
of the pandemic.

That figure has increased, but Mr Salvo does 
not see any significant movement in the rental 
market until international borders are open •

For more information: 
raywhitesouthbank.com.au

words by Jack Hayes

With more than a decade of experience working 
in the area, Ray White Southbank has become 
the destination agency for sales, leasing and 
property management in postcode 3006. 

Just as Ray White has become a household 
name, many Southbankers will also recognise 
the Salvo name as a driving force in develop-
ment in Southbank, shaping the suburb as we 
see it today. 

After three years spent in investment bank-
ing at Goldman Sachs and a stint working for 
his father in property development building a 
considerable client base in the property man-
agement sector, Ray White Southbank founding 
principal Andrew Salvo, sought a new future 
backed by Australia’s largest real estate group. 

“I wanted independence from the Salvo 
name which is prominent in Southbank and 
that is why I chose Ray White,” Mr Salvo said. 
“I wanted something that was immediately rec-
ognised from all parts of the country and that 
had offices globally, particularly throughout 
southeast Asia.”

“Ten years in and we are sitting just under 

 ▲ Ray White Southbank principal Andrew Salvo.

A career in photography starts at PSC

With 85 per cent of graduates finding em-
ployment within four months of graduating, 
Photography Studies College’s (PSC) Bachelor 
of Photography is Australia’s leading incubator 
for photographic talent. 

While entry to the hotly contested course is 
open to all ages, PSC are encouraging all Year 12 
students to consider a career photography with 
their February 2022 intake selection based on 
creative potential, not ATAR score. 

“We know how hard the past 18 months have 
been for these students. They’ve gone through 
huge disruptions across their most formative 
schooling years,” PSC’s Dean of Photography 
Studies Daniel Boetker-Smith (pictured) said. 

“What we can provide them with is access to 
brand new, state-of-the-art facilities based in 
South Melbourne, award winning and industry 
leading lecturers, and an unparalleled career 
ready pathway into the world of photography.” 

“Throughout the course our students will 
discover and be immersed in the enormous pos-
sibilities of image making in the 21st century.”

Founded in 1972, PSC has become Australia’s 
leading photography college, offering students 
a learning experience that emphasises intellec-
tual inquiry and reflection on practice. 

With FEE-HELP available, PSC’s Bachelor 
of Photography is a three-year course where 
students can major in either commercial pho-
tography, arts photography or photojournalism. 

“As our students’ creative vision gathers mo-
mentum, they will expand their photography 
to include more complex lighting, narrative, 
content production and video,” Mr Boetker-
Smith said. 

“Mentoring, study tours, high profile guest 
speakers, industry collaborations, meeting 
international practitioners and completion 
of real-world projects, combined with expert 
teaching staff, ensure that students will graduate 
career ready with strong industry connections.”

PSC’s purpose-built campus, located at 37-
47 Thistlethwaite St in the Montague arts and 
education precinct, boasts world-class facilities 
designed to maximise light and provide creative 
learning zones and specialised photographic 
and content creation equipment.

While the professional photography studio is 
a major feature of the new campus and is one 
of the most exciting and best equipped spaces 
in Melbourne, class numbers are significantly 
smaller than what you would find at other 

higher-education institutions, providing stu-
dents with optimal staff to student ratios and 
a more intimate approach to tertiary education. 

“PSC really suited my personality. It was 
intimate with small classes, which allowed me 
the chance to work closely with teachers,” free-
lance photographer and PSC graduate, Rochelle 
Hanson said. 

“I majored in photojournalism but through-
out my time at PSC I learnt a lot about all 
photography.” 

“While at PSC I also met fashion photogra-
pher Ed Purnomo and I went on to assist him 
for four years; we are now great friends.”

PSC Photography Competition
PSC is excited to announce, in partnership 

with Kayell Australia, the launch of their 
‘INSPIRE’ photography competition for 
Victorian Year 11 and 12 senior secondary 
school students. 

All entries must be photographic in form and 
PSC encourages entrants to get extra creative 
and imaginative. 

Images entered in the competition must be 
accompanied with an image title, they may also 
include a description of the connection to the 
theme “INSPIRE”. 

From a prize pool of $5500 in value, grand 
prize for the winning student is a Godox 2 Light 
Flash Kit valued at $1500 with their school also 
taking home Ellinchrom Studio Flash Lighting 
Kit valued at $2300. To enter go to explore.psc.
edu.au/psc-inspire-competition •

words by Jack Hayes

For more information: 
psc.edu.au

Marko: The new kid at South Melbourne Market 

Unlike many vegan restaurants in Melbourne, 
South Melbourne Market’s newest trader 
Marko doesn’t try to recreate the experience of 
meat. 

Instead, owner Dehne Bingham wanted to 
showcase vegetables for “the little heroes they 
are”. 

“Our philosophy is to take vegetables, make 
them delicious, eat them,” Mr Bingham said.

“It’s almost minimal intervention in the 
food,” Mr Bingham said. 

Having opened in April this year, Marko 
boasts a menu of simple vegan dishes that 
are created solely using ingredients from the 
market. 

From green-pea falafel pita pockets with 
quinoa tabouli, to cheeseburgers, to corn ribs 
topped with crisp chilli – all the ingredients are 
fresh, seasonal, and local. 

Mr Bingham said the menu took a “whole 
food approach” and took inspiration from 
some of the most comforting dishes around the 
world.

“In some respects, Marko is what I would like 
to eat if I was plant-based,” he said. 

“I can’t just eat a salad and I’m not into the 
fake meat stuff, so I looked at cuisines around 
the world and there’s so many dishes where you 
don’t miss the meat.”

“In Tel Aviv the falafel pita is one of the most 
lovely, indulgent things you can eat and it’s all 
plants.” 

Mr Bingham has had the idea for Marko on 
his mind for the past 15 years, but decided to 
make the move mid last year. 

For more information: 
eatmarko.com.au

words by Katie Johnson And as the former CEO of Belles Hot 
Chicken, former head of supply chain at Grill’d 
and former director of purchasing and distribu-
tion at A&W, he has plenty of experience in the 
hospitality business. 

“I noticed that plant-based eating was really 
kicking off and one of my favourite authors 
Michael Pollan, who is famous for food indus-
try critiques, was really advocating for it,” Mr 
Bingham said. 

“The number one restaurant, Eleven Madison 
Park, has also gone plant-based this year after 
the owner had an epiphany in lockdown about 
climate and wanted to show leadership.”

“So, I felt like during the lockdown, when 
things seemed darkest, that it was the right time 
to go and do something.”

So far, the restaurant has adapted to the 
lockdowns by creating a pop-up stand and a 
restaurant-quality Marko at Home take-home 
pack.  

The pop-up stand has a hand-written menu 
which changes throughout the week, including 
items like mushroom shawarma skewers and 
pumpkin roasted with tahini and pomegranate 
salsa. 

When asked about the idea behind the name, 
Mr Bingham said that it was inspired by his 
roots in regional Victoria. 

Visit Marko at 116 Cecil St, South Melbourne 
Market •
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John Athanasiou from Domain Dry Cleaners

John Athanasiou jokes about 
working in a small shop space, 
but vast, bejewelled worlds crowd 
into this dry-cleaning business in 
South Yarra.

Precious costumes from Frozen, a 
gown from Kylie Minogue – all find 
their way to Domain Dry Cleaners. 

Many of Australia’s leading performing 
arts companies such as Opera 
Australia and Melbourne Theatre 
Company trust John’s expertise in 
cleaning their elaborate costumes. 

With numerous cast members on 
stage under hot lights, major musicals 
from Phantom of the Opera to the Lion 
King, also seek out Domain.

‘We did the Australian Ballet for 40 
years. We pretty much do them all,’ 
John said.

‘There’s not much happening just now 
but we’re doing Harry Potter and the 
Cursed Child and Frozen, we do MTC, 
Malthouse, little and big companies, 
and we’ve done many international 
bands too.’

A second-generation family-run 
business, Domain Dry Cleaners has 
been at its South Yarra location for 
more than 40 years, ever since John’s 
father George opened its doors in  
the 1970s. 

The City of Melbourne has recognised 
its contribution to the neighbourhood 
with a Lord Mayor’s Commendation.

John was 16 when he started work in 
the family business. 

‘I didn’t think I was going to be here 
40 years later. It is just myself and my 
wife Margaret and, while COVID-19 has 
given us a bit of a break, it comes at a 
price,’ he said. 

‘I can’t employ anyone else because 
of the work I do, I don’t want to risk 
cutting corners.’

While it’s hard work, John has a warm 
and amusing approach when looking 
back over his accomplishments.

‘I break out in a sweat with some 
costumes. Aladdin was full-on – 
covered in beads, velvets, silks, that 
was challenging,’ he said. 

‘Kylie Minogue’s dress – they wanted  
it the same day. It was fully pleated 
and I just had to shut the shop and 
dedicate my day to that.’

The shop has for many years been 
filled with tutus and gowns, military 
coats and feathered creations, and 

John has a rich store of memories  
and anecdotes. 

‘Prince was good, back when he was 
super-huge in the ‘90s. I got along 
well with one of his people. I was there 
at every show and would pick up the 
clothes at the end and bring them 
back here,’ John said.

‘Aida – the opera with all the animals – 
when we did that the shop didn’t stop, 
we worked 24 hours a day. 

‘Another show at the State Theatre 
was full of wedding dresses covered 
in fake blood. We had to get that out 
every day.

‘When (ice dancers) Torvill and Dean 
were touring the world, their costumes 
used to get sent to us, cleaned and 
sent back. It’s not a nine to five job.’

In his field, the deadlines won’t budge. 
‘Often they don’t have a back-up 
costume so you can’t risk getting  
it wrong.’

Working just around the corner 
from the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
John has been at the centre of his 
neighbourhood for years. 

‘I have my regulars and I like to have a 
chat on days when it’s not work, work, 
work. I love the people here, they’ve 
seen me grow from when I was a kid,’ 
he said.

‘We’re not moving. 
Being here for 40 years 
makes me proud.’

‘The shops have changed a lot.  
There’s a real focus on restaurants. 
Back in the ‘60s it was more 
convenience stores and we had the 
butcher, the post office, grocery store, 
deli. We had everything here. 

‘Now it’s more about getting a coffee 
or a meal. People can look out at the 
park and be seen. The way the street 
looks is very nice, really chilled.’

After 40 years, a local dry cleaner is 
still all about convenience, and John 
and Margaret know they can  
be counted on. 

‘We’re not moving. Being here for  
40 years makes me proud.’

For more information, visit 
melbourne.vic.gov.au/
commendations

KEEPING THE 
STARS SHINING

LORD MAYOR’S COMMENDATIONS
ADVERTISEMENT

Your City of Melbourne community update

IN-BRIEF
WINDOW SHOPPING
More than 75 empty shopfronts 
will be transformed into makers’ 
spaces, art installations and  
pop-up shops to boost foot 
traffic and bring the buzz back 
to the city. Shopfronts in Lygon 
Street, Docklands and CBD  
east will be revitalised in the  
$2.6 million program, part of the 
City of Melbourne and Victorian 
Government $100m Melbourne 
City Recovery Fund.

MONEY WELL SPENT
Melburnians have claimed 
millions in cash back through 
the Melbourne Money dining 
discount program, with funds 
from the $8.4 million scheme 
exhausted in less than five 
weeks. More than 270,000 meals 
were rebated, amounting to  
$40 million flowing to more  
than 3000 city restaurants,  
cafes and bars. 

BUSINESS SUPPORT 
Do you run a local business? For 
one-on-one advice, contact our 
Business Concierge team on 
9658 9658 (press 1 for business) 
or enquire online, and subscribe 
to our Business in Melbourne 
newsletter for regular updates, 
opportunities and activities 
for city businesses. Sign up at 
melbourne.vic.gov.au/business

COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Watch meetings live from 
wherever you are thanks to our 
live-streaming capability. Tune 
in live or catch up later. Find all 
the details about Council and 
committee meetings at 
melbourne.vic.gov.au/
aboutcouncil
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ABOUT THE LORD MAYOR’S COMMENDATIONS
The business owners showcased on 
these pages are recipients of this 
year’s Lord Mayor’s Commendations. 
Each has operated in the City of 
Melbourne for 10 or more years. 

The commendations, established in 
2005, recognise how important small 
businesses are to the city’s prosperity 
and liveability. 

Photographic exhibitions celebrating 
this year’s winners are on display in 
September at the Block Arcade and 
City Library on Flinders Lane.

To read our full profiles on 
these businesses and more, visit 
magazine.melbourne.vic.gov.au 

DOCKLANDS  
HEALTH
Head to Docklands Health 
to get expert care from a 
passionate team of allied  
health professionals. 

Led by Dr Michael Edgley, Docklands 
Health has gone from strength to 
strength over a decade, helping 
patients access treatment that is  
as fast, holistic and cost-effective  
as possible.

‘At first it was just two of us in a tiny 
room. Ten years on, we have about 
13 practitioners across all sorts of 
disciplines, including chiropractic 
care, physiotherapy, psychology, 
nutrition, podiatry and pilates,’  
Mike said. 

‘Over 10 years, I’ve seen families 
grow up and workers progress up 
the corporate ladder. We know 
couples who’ve got married and had 
children who now attend Docklands 
Primary School, which didn’t 
even exist a few years ago. I really 
appreciate this aspect of the job. 

‘If the pandemic had occurred eight 
years ago, Docklands really would’ve 
struggled, but the community 

groups – like those formed through 
Library at the Dock, Probus 
and Rotary – are now quite well 
established. This helps people feel 
more connected.’

CAMILLA GOUGH
If you’ve ever wandered 
through the gothic halls of 
Melbourne’s iconic Manchester 
Unity Building, you may have 
seen Camilla Gough at work 
- a master jeweller who turns 
stories into tiny, exquisite works 
of art. 

For more than 25 years, Camilla 
has created uniquely personal, 100 
per cent handcrafted jewellery for 
customers seeking a memento of 
love or loss, or simply a beautiful 
piece to treasure. 

Camilla works with gold, diamonds 
and precious gems, with a particular 
focus on rare and coloured 
diamonds. 

Her commissions evoke landscapes, 
flowers, architecture, ocean 
shorelines and even rockpools, 
designed in response to customer 
stories. It’s meticulous work and full 
of detail.

‘I love hearing people’s stories, 
which are sometimes deeply 
personal. After these conversations,  
I write and draw to develop a 
design,’ Camilla said.

‘To come and get a piece of 
jewellery commissioned takes a 
sense of courage. Sitting opposite 
a craftsperson having to express 
yourself isn’t for everyone. But 
there’s a magical vibe around it.’

VERTIGO HIGH 
ACCESS SPECIALISTS 
North Melbourne may be home 
base for the team at Vertigo High 
Access Specialists, but its expert 
climbers soar high and roam far.

For 30 years, this rope access trades 
business has inspected, cleaned and 
installed safety systems at some of 
Victoria’s tallest and best-known 
structures. 

‘We recently assisted with the 
replacement of all the speakers 
and lights at the Melbourne Cricket 
Ground,’ Vertigo Director and CEO 
John Dollisson said. 

‘We’ve done most of the big signs 
around Melbourne. Probably our 
biggest claim to fame is designing 
access systems on the roof of 
buildings so people can get down the 
sides to clean and replace windows.’ 

Vertigo’s gallery of images is 
not for the faint-hearted. Expert 
team members appear as tiny 
figures dotting the vast roof of a 
sports stadium or against a wind 
turbine. Their ropes stretch across 
treacherous seas, to help maintain 
offshore rigs. 

‘We’ve had four core guys who’ve 
been with us almost the whole time. 
The key thing is to find good people 
and hold on to them.’

Information and events in this publication 
are current at the time of printing. 
Subsequent changes may occur.  
All photos taken in line with health and 
safety guidelines.

PAPA GINO’S 
When Gino and Silvana 
Brosca met working in a 
northern Italian bar in the 
1950s, it sparked a family 
legacy culminating in Carlton 
institution Papa Gino’s –  
which they opened together  
in 1973. 

‘Food and serving people runs  
deep for the Broscas,’ the couple’s 
son and Papa Gino’s owner Alex 
Brosca said. 

‘All the kids and grandkids do a stint 
working part-time at Papa Gino’s.  

‘Some stay, and some go on to  
other things. Everyone comes back  
for a feed.’ 

When asked what sets them apart, 
Alex says it’s the sense of family.  

‘When we started, we were one  
of only a handful of pizza 
restaurants in the city, and we 
became a popular eating spot for 
neighbourhood locals. 

‘We’re still serving the locals,  
despite the demographics  
changing somewhat.

‘A lot of the faithfuls we still 
welcome by name, and we enjoy 
meeting new students as they make 
Carlton their home each year. 

‘COVID has had an impact but we’ve 
sailed through downturns before 
and can do the same this time.’

ADVERTISEMENT
Your City of Melbourne community update

KEEP IN TOUCH
To stay connected with all the latest 
news from the City of Melbourne, follow 
us on social media and subscribe to 
Melbourne magazine online at  
magazine.melbourne.vic.gov.au

You can also join conversations to 
influence plans for your neighbourhood 
through Participate Melbourne at 
participate.melbourne.vic.gov.au

Connect with us 
 /cityofmelbourne

 @cityofmelbourne

 @cityofmelbourne
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Quiet achiever is as passionate as ever

While he may have been 
around Town Hall for more 
than 20 years, Cr Kevin Louey 
said that the pandemic had 
meant “throwing the rule book 
out” when it came to being on 
council.

Combined with eight years working as former 
Lord Mayor John So’s chief of staff, the fourth 
term councillor has more experience at the City 
of Melbourne than just about anyone.

But while the devastation that COVID-19 
has caused on Melbourne continues to dampen 
many people’s spirits, Cr Louey is as passionate 
as ever to put his experience to good use for the 
city’s residents and businesses. 

Stemming from his days working for John 
So, he’s earned a reputation as a councillor 
for his ability to network and get things done 
behind the scenes. In his words as part of a 
Councillor Profile in 2015, he told CBD News it 
was the “small things, the non-sexy stuff”. 

While Cr Louey’s never one to grandstand 
and seldom will he speak at council meetings, 
he said he was “always available” to get his 

“hands dirty” by working collaboratively to 
achieve good outcomes for locals. 

“I’m definitely not here for the sexy stuff! 
But since the pandemic, there is no manual that 
you can pick up to being on council, I think you 
can forget it,” he said. “I have been around for a 
while and I’m available.”

“I always like to get my hands dirty, because 
keep in mind that’s where I came from working 
behind the scenes with John So where we’d 
take notes, log things and take action. When 
you spent eight years on the outside, you col-
laborate and you work together. We tend to like 
doing things on the ground, not in the office.” 

“If people want to pick up the phone, if there 
is a bureaucracy issue with council, sometimes 
it’s minor, but as long as you put it in the right 
basket someone will look after it.”

“Residents are our very cheap version of pre-
cinct managers on the ground and they’re not 
scared and certainly not shy in raising issues 
with us. We all want to try and help.”

Heading into last year’s council elections, 
there was plenty of intrigue as to whether Cr 
Louey would go around again for a fourth term, 
and if so, which team he’d throw his support 
behind. 

Having negotiated the first spot on former 
Lord Mayor Robert Doyle’s tickets at previous 
council elections, his experience and influence 
proved telling again when he ran first on Lord 
Mayor Sally Capp’s winning team in 2020.  

He praised the current group of councillors 
and said it was Sally Capp’s ability to bring 
people together and get things done for the city 
that were his prime motivations in opting to 
run with Team Capp.  

“She’s [Sally Capp’s] a great leader. She works 
very well with the government of the day and 
has been great as the spokesperson. It’s about 
deliverables and she’s able to deliver,” he said. 

“It is a great, workable council. It’s non-con-
troversial. The pandemic has helped to open 
people’s eyes to look at the much bigger things 
rather than the small issues. Sally is certainly 
more than qualified. She’s proven in terms of 
being able to work with residents or business.”

With a strong background in business and the 
Chinese market, Cr Louey’s expertise is being 
put to good use again as chair of the council’s 
business and global opportunities portfolio, 
and deputy lead on small business. He is also 
the City of Melbourne’s appointment to the ad-
visory committees Enterprise Melbourne Pty 
Ltd and Business Partner City Network.

His deep understanding of the cultural and 
business etiquette required to operate success-
fully in China has been central to the council’s 
strong relationship with the Chinese communi-
ty over many years. 

While the pandemic may have seen Australia’s 
relationship with China impacted adversely, Cr 

Louey said with the City of Melbourne’s own 
office based in Tianjin, Melbourne was well-
placed to pick up where it left off once borders 
were reopened. 

But while international students, tourists 
and workers continue to be sorely missed in 
Melbourne, he said the council was continuing 
to “look local” in its pursuit of rebuilding the 
city post-COVID. 

In praising the council’s management led by 
its CEO Justin Hanney, Cr Louey said it was 
his firm belief that Melbourne had all of the 
dynamics to bounce back from the pandemic 
bigger and better than ever

“In local government we’re very grassroots. 
We feel every bit of pain that our residents and 
businesses feel. The ‘three R’s’ are almost I’d say 
out, and we need to look as a capital city gov-
ernment and be more creative. I don’t have the 
answers by the way!” he said. 

“As a council, we’re lucky that we’ve got a 
CEO with great relationships with the state 
government and he works with the state very, 
very well. They’ve got high regards for him – 
[Mr Hanney is] a man who is on a mission and 
he will complete his mission.” 

“We’ve got all the major drivers [to bounce 
back]. We’ve got the bones to grow from. It’s a 
lifestyle here in Melbourne.” 

“The council is committed to the regrowth, 
we’ve positioned our budget to support our 
businesses but we need to get the traffic back. 
We have a council committed to supporting our 
businesses and residents through this pandem-
ic.” •

❝

❝

SOUTHBANKER

From bookshop worker to 
published editor, Suzy is 
living her dream 
For Suzy Garcia, reading literary pieces hasn’t just been a way 
of escaping lockdown boredom: she is now an accomplished 
contributing editor of a published book. 

words by Brendan Rees 

The 33-year-old, who has worked at Southbank’s 
Mary Martin Bookshop for the past 12 years, 
landed a dream job at the start of this year as 
the deputy editor of Kill Your Darlings (KYD), 
an independent Australian online literary 
magazine.

Working alongside the magazine’s publish-
ing director and CEO  Rebecca Starford, Ms 
Garcia  helped edit a collection of new short 
fiction and features by some of Australia’s 
most talented writers as well as some exciting 
new voices, which were published in a book 
called New Australian Fiction 2021.   

The book is the third annual collection of 
short fiction and it landed on the shelves of 
bookshops on September 1.  Sixteen writers 
featured in the anthology after being selected 
from 500 pieces that were submitted in the 
magazine’s national callout.

Ms Garcia, a student of the Associate Degree 
in Professional Writing and Editing at RMIT 
University,  said editing the  anthology  was an 
“exciting” experience.

“I read hundreds of stories this year,” she said 
of the contributions. “I think they’re all pretty 

amazing and even in quality.”
“One story which is like a bit of fun, and also 

interesting in the current context, is about a 
world where people just spontaneously com-
bust and they just randomly turn into flames.”

“That one’s a bit of fun and an interesting one 
to read during a pandemic.”

Ms Garcia said she had been writing a little 
on the side but admitted she was “really inter-
ested in reading and publishing”, and was “in 
awe” of the writers who had shown resilience 
during the pandemic. 

Speaking of her part-time role at KYD she 
said,  “I’m really excited … I’m getting a lot 
of hands-on experience. I’m doing things I 
wouldn’t have thought I’d be doing like com-
missioning articles and working with writers”.

Before starting at the magazine, Ms Garcia 
interned at Ubud Writers and Readers Festival 
and Emerging Writers’ Festival. In 2020, she 
was shortlisted for the ABA Penguin Random 
House Australia Young Bookseller of the Year 
Award for her work at Mary Martin Bookshops.

She has also been accepted to begin a Master 
of Creative Writing, Publishing and Editing at 
the University of Melbourne.

But she still makes time to read novels and 

was immersed in a book called In Moonland by 
Melbourne-based author Miles Allinson, which 
she said was “so far, so good”.  

In Moonland has also been chosen for the 
month of September in the Melbourne City 
Reads initiative which aims to give inner-city 
bookshops a boost in sales.

Asked if beating pandemic blues came easy 
given her love of reading and editing, Ms 

Garcia laughed, saying “I’m definitely not going 
to say it’s been amazing”.

“I miss being able to see my friends and talk 
about what we’re reading in person and having 
writing workshops and things like that [as well 
as] writers’ events and bookshop events.”

“The only silver lining is that I could read 
more books.”  •
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Life is short - don’t let time (limitation periods) slip away …
The Supreme Court of Victoria 
recently decided in a case 
involving a large residential 
building complex on St 
Kilda Rd to deny the joinder 
of individual lot owners to 
a building claim already 
commenced by the owners’ 
corporation (OC), on the basis 
they were out of time to do so.

The Building Act 1993 provides that a claim for 
defective building work must be filed within 10 
years of the date of issue of an occupancy per-
mit for the relevant building work. Where it is 
defective building work that relates to cladding, 
an amendment of the legislation extends this 
time limit to 12 years.

In the case before the Court, the OC filed a 
claim in VCAT against Lendlease, the builder of 
the apartment complex. The claim included an 

allegation that a large metal louvre screen that 
was bolted to the building was defective and 
rusting.

Lendlease argued in VCAT that the OC did 
not own the entirety of the purportedly defec-
tive metal louvre system, and therefore the OC 
could not maintain its claim against Lendlease 
for full rectification.

The OC sought in response to remedy the po-
sition they found themselves in, by applying to 
join all 137 owners affected by the louvre metal 
screen to cover all bases. 

In the joinder application the OCs submitted 
that they always believed the louvre system was 
located on common property, and it was not 
until Lendlease in its defence raised the issue 
that parts of the louvre system were located 
on individual lots that the OCs obtained evi-
dence from a licensed surveyor. That evidence 
disclosed that 411 louvres were entirely within 
private property, 468 were either wholly or 
partly within common property, and a further 
43 were “projected screens” which lay outside 
the plan of sub-division and were owned nei-
ther as common property nor private lot.

VCAT permitted the joinder of the lot own-
ers, but on appeal to the Supreme Court this 

was challenged. 
The issue is that with this building there 

were four occupancy permits issued, because 
the construction work was staged. This is not 
uncommon in Victoria.

The Supreme Court correctly confirmed that 
the “FINAL Occupancy Permit” is the relevant 
occupancy permit for limitation purposes. 
Therefore, the proceeding commenced by 
the OCs was commenced within time, being 
within the 10-year period from the issue of the 
occupancy permit that covered the whole of the 
building.

However, the individual owners that were 
later joined to the proceedings were said to be 
joined more than 12 years after the occupancy 
permit had been issued. Although VCAT per-
mitted the joinder, the Supreme Court reversed 
that decision because they were out of time to 
claim against Lendlease.

This decision now means that the OC can 
only maintain its claim over part of the de-
fective metal louvre screening (the part that is 
comprised within common property).

There is a cautionary tale for OCs less than 10 
years old that arise out of this case. Firstly, time 
limitation periods must be properly analysed 

and determined because Courts will not res-
cue you if you let the time period expire. OCs 
should make sure they know their dates.

Secondly, once the defects report is prepared, 
the OC should always engage a surveyor to 
determine whether the defects are comprised 
wholly within lot property or common proper-
ty, or mixed. This is critically important because 
lawyers acting for builders and developers have 
celebrated this case and it is now well known 
in construction law circles. This decision will 
be used time and again to knock out building 
claims brought by OCs in Victoria and up and 
down the country. The industry therefore needs 
to proceed very carefully and deliberately in 
response to protect itself •
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Self-care and good action
“Do your little bit of good where you are; it’s those little bits of 
good put together that overwhelm the world.” - Desmond Tutu

Doing our little bit of good starts with doing a 
little bit of good towards ourselves. Engaging 
in nurturing and self-care first. Then extending 
that little bit of good and care to other people 
and our planet. This has been our theme lately.

In our own backyard
With all that is happening, plus our meetups 

and some major projects we’re working to deliver 
for the Southbank community put on hold (like 
Southbank’s first communal composting hub), 
you may have noticed a shift on our Facebook 
page to eco-themed nurturing and self-care, 
including therapeutic gardening tips (thanks to 
our amazing new communications champion, 
Isabella Donelli). Like this week’s Sustainable 
Spotlight on the Calendula flower. Historically 
used for medicinal and culinary purposes, it’s 
edible or can be brewed into tea. Even without 
harvesting anything, spending a bit of time in 
the community garden during your walk, sur-
rounded by life-giving plants grown with love 
can have a therapeutic and uplifting effect on 
our mood and produce feel-good chemicals in 
our brains. Part of our mission is to build up the 
Southbank community and make climate action 
feel fun and manageable, after all.

Head to our Facebook page this month for 
our guide on how to create different types of 
tea using organically grown ingredients you can 
find in the community garden, or even grow on 
your balcony. Our educational teams are also 
providing information on Green Electricity 
and Zero Waste Living in Southbank. In case 
you missed it, last month we released a video on 
making DIY beeswax wraps – a great solution 
for cutting out single-use plastic wraps, and a 
great activity to do at home. We’re also reorgan-
ising our community Spring Planting in a way 
that you can still get involved while adhering to 
COVID regulations. Watch our Facebook page 
or email us if you’re interested in participating 
or would like to access any of our solutions-fo-
cused videos and content.

Why we’re doing this
We need to receive good and do good for our-

selves before extending it to others. To slightly 
paraphrase Doreen Virtue, “You fear that if you 
receive good, you’ll take away from someone 
else. As you give to yourself, so you also give 
to others. You and the entire human race share 

one spirit, one breath, and one truth. As you do 
with Mother Earth. It’s impossible to separate 
what you do to yourself and what you do for 
others. It’s like trying to nurture and feed only 
certain leaves on a tree. That’s impossible, of 
course, but it’s exactly what you’re trying to do 
when you attempt to put yourself last. Giving 
to yourself or receiving good doesn’t mean that 
you think, ‘I’m better than others; rather it sig-
nifies, I love that which I see within myself and 
others’. Your loving self-care comes as a benefit 
for all. Nurture yourself as a way of caring for 
your family, friends, community, and Mother 
Earth. Value yourself as a means of cherishing 
every creature on Earth. Honour yourself to pay 
tribute to all others.”

IPCC report outtake
You are probably already aware of the latest 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) report, showing that climate change is 
widespread, rapid, and intensifying. More than 
200 authors from the scientific community 
worked on this report, with more than 78,000 
comments on drafts, more than 14,000 scien-
tific papers and one million words reviewed, 
making IPCC reports the world’s most author-
itative source of climate change information. 
Every sentence is powerful because each one 
has been read and approved by scientists and 
government officials from 195 countries. This 
report has been a collaboration like no other in 
history, telling of a more definitive picture and 
direction individuals and policy makers need 
to take. (Source and recommended read: the-
conversation.com/communicating-climate-
change-has-never-been-so-important-and-
this-ipcc-report-pulls-no-punches-165252). 

The one key takeaway from the report we can 
run with; is that the time to start making small 
changes and demanding better from our shops, 
organisations, leaders, and ourselves, is now. It 
highlights that the window for effective action 
is closing rapidly but is still there. The longer 
we wait the harder it will get, yet a good climate 
future is still in our hands. We just need to act 
and build more momentum now to 2030. As per 
the IPCC, emissions must be halved by 2030 to 
stay below a two-degree shift and we need a 
fivefold increase of Paris agreement targets. It 
may feel daunting but it’s doable. One moment, 
one action, one choice at a time. The report also 

highlights that the benefits of stronger action 
can be experienced within our lifetimes, in the 
next 20 to 30 years. And as with all changes and 
big global shifts, the change we want needs to 
start from us and within us first. 

We now know that Australians are three 
times more worried about climate change 
than COVID. These are big anxiety-causing 
ticket items. Plus, all the side effects, fear, life 
upsets, and life changes the pandemic brought 
on. Many Australians are struggling to cope. 
It’s strongly reported that a mental health 
crisis is looming, with eco-anxiety, climate 
disaster-related post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD), and future-orientated despair emerg-
ing as major mental health related disorders 
(as reported by The Conversation, August 6, 
2021). This is why it is especially important 
to practice good self-care and self-nurturing 
to effectively combat eco-anxiety and to tend 
to our mental health in a way that is healthy 
and healing, that keeps us present in the now 
and mindful. It is only then that we can expand 
that and show Mother Earth and fellow human 
beings the love, respect, and positive change we 
all deserve.

How we combat and rebalance
While the heavy psychological impact of 

this unequivocally human-made problem is 
undeniable and can feel overwhelming, we 
have to shift our vision to all the wins and the 
good changes already happening in the world, 
gaining momentum, to remotivate ourselves 
(from successful litigations, successful shifts in 
economic models and policies in countries like 
Scotland that take into account climate action, 
companies shifting to genuinely sustainable 
practices, regenerative projects, and sustainable 
product alternatives). This problem was created 
by several small actions taken by all of us. It’ll 
take small actions by all of us to solve it. We 
must shift our focus on how we contribute to 
solutions, one small action at a time. Whether 

that’s increasing self-care to stay buoyant 
from eco-anxiety (eventually moving us into 
better choices and outward action that builds 
momentum) or thinking through the impact 
of our actions and choices a bit more carefully, 
then choosing a bit more mindfully. Thinking 
through where we direct our thoughts, energy, 
time, dollars, votes, and actions. Every little bit 
of good counts.

The Sustainable Development Goals Report 
2020, shows how Australia ranked last on 
climate policy and action, globally. We know 
by now that we can’t rely solely on waiting for 
decision makers to make the right decisions or 
policies and take mass action. We know that 
these changes and actions need to start from 
us, individually and collectively at a local level. 
From there, change comes, momentum builds, 
pressure is applied to organisations and policy 
decision-makers, then bigger change comes. 
The time is now, and it starts with nurturing 
ourselves and each little choice and decision we 
make.

A solution that’s been reported to work 
very well for effective and sustained action, is 
by joining a local group, preferably solutions 
focused. Like ours or one million women. It’s 
been shown that when in a group, people feel 
far more empowered and motivated to take 
ongoing action than individually. Also, com-
munity groups sit between government and 
individuals and can motion a lot of change and 
action through their clout and the momentum 
they create.

How you use your voice, your time, your 
choices really matters. You are still seen, your 
voice still matters, your actions still matter. 
Even if it’s hard to remember that right now 
with long periods of isolation. You matter. Your 
choices matter. Even the smallest ones. Like 
taking a moment before we buy something and 
think, do I really need it? Is there a local busi-
ness/producer that provides a more sustainable/
environmentally conscious version of it?

To lastly quote distinguished researcher and 
Professor Lesley Hughes, the former federal 
Climate Commissioner and lead author in the 
IPCC’s fourth and fifth assessment reports, 
“Hope has to be a strategy as much as it is an 
emotion. Even more so. We don’t have the luxu-
ry of not being hopeful. Every fraction matters. 
Every choice matters. Every year matters.”

Take good care, Southbank •
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Diets don’t 
work
So just what is “healthy 
eating”? Diets don’t work!

It is with ever-increasing debate on just what 
constitutes “healthy eating”. Who do you 
believe? Do we follow the ketogenic diet, eat 
paleo, LCHF (low carb, high fat), low GI, low 
carbohydrate, Atkins, etc. The list goes on and 
sadly the majority of Australians constantly 
chase “the ideal diet”. 

I hate to tell you but there isn’t one. There 
never has and never will. Why? We are all very 
different. We process food differently, some of 
us are highly stressed, overworked and/or don’t 
get enough sleep which in turn raises our corti-
sol levels. We are either male or female, active 
or inactive, have varying health conditions and 
have different heights and weights. It is for this 
very reason that there simply cannot be one diet 
that works for us all. Statistics show that the 
majority of people who diet put on all weight 
lost and add some more!

What is healthy eating?
There are many critics of the “healthy eat-

ing pyramid” that we have all seen over the 
years. People blame the actual guidelines for 
our spiralling rates of overweight and obese 
Australians, not to mention increased heart dis-
ease and diabetes. But sadly, the reason that the 
healthy eating pyramid guidelines are blamed is 
because hardly anyone actually follows them, 
instead electing to follow (as stated above) un-
successful diets. A recent study found that just 
five per cent of Australians consume the daily 
recommended “two fruit, five veg”! Perhaps 
it is time that you revisit the recently revised 
“healthy eating pyramid” and see how your 
eating habits stack up.

There is no one-size-fits-all approach to 
healthy eating

As a personal trainer of now more than 25 
years with much experience in working with 
clients to help make better dietary choices and 
by educating them to plan their healthy eating 
as well as developing long-term eating behav-
ioral changes, it is ever-apparent that there is 

no one-size-fits-all approach to helping people 
improve their eating habits. The key is working 
with people to know and understand what they 
are consuming, educate them to read and under-
stand food labels, plan their daily and weekly 
eating and therefore be pro-active rather than 
re-active to what they choose to consume. 

I often get clients to complete a seven-day 
diet diary (over as many weeks as it takes to 
guide them to a better understanding of them-
selves), have them rate their weekly diet from 
one to 10 and then I sit down and go over it 
with them and give them a rating from one to 
10 to compare. Over time the two figures get 
closer, and we strive to always rate between a 
six and eight out of 10. That then is sustainable 
and allows for living a happy, fun, sociable and 
healthy life and if weight loss is the aim (which 
it is for so many) then this allows for a safe and 
healthy weight loss in the range of between half 
a kilogram and one kilogram a week. 

We share an 80-minute highly informative 
and educational nutrition video with all of our 
clients and if you would like me to send you the 
link, send me an email and I will happily share 
it with you! 

In concluding, everyone is different and a pa-
leo diet that may work for “slightly nutty” chef 
Pete Evans may not work for the next seven 
people! We are all different. Find what works 
for you but try and stay closer to the nutritional 
guidelines and you will be a greater chance of 
being where you want to be with respect to 
health and your ideal weight and/or size.

For more information, exercise guidance or if 
you have any questions, feel free to contact me 
by heading to justintimept.com •

METRO TUNNEL

For more information visit: 
metrotunnel.vic.gov.au

Creative Program explores 
Melbourne stories as part of 
the Writers Festival
Being creative is all about thinking outside the square, and that’s 
exactly what the Metro Tunnel Creative Program has done to 
deliver some beautiful illustrations and stories as part of the 
Melbourne Writers Festival.

Working collaboratively, the Creative Program 
and the festival commissioned 11 original 
Melbourne-focused works of fiction and 
non-fiction, as well as an illustration to reflect 
each of those stories – all in different styles by 
artists using different mediums. 

With lockdown lingering, a plan to install 
illustrations and story excerpts at the Metro 
Tunnel’s City Square site has been delayed, but 
the impressive offerings are available online, 
via the Melbourne Writers Festival website at 
mwf.com.au/writing-melbourne.

Metro Tunnel Project creative engagement 
manager Sarah Robins said each of the works 
told an important story and showed the diver-
sity of our city and the diversity of experiences 
within it. 

“The illustrators were selected by the 

Creative Program from our artist pool, and the 
writers were selected by the Writers Festival, 
from a combination of artist pool members and 
Writers Festival contacts,” she said

“There are 11 wonderful pieces of writing 
and 11 beautiful illustrations to go with them. 
If I had to single one out, it would be Marc 
Martin’s image for Thuy On’s piece Melbourne 
Symphony.” 

“It’s one of my favourites in terms of imag-
ery for a very evocative piece of writing about 
Melbourne.” 

The image features children in front of the 
National Gallery of Victoria’s water wall and is 
one of four illustrations from Marc Martin. 

“I have tried to respond to each piece of writ-
ing in a way that takes into account each story’s 
unique voice and tone,” the artist said. 

“The illustrative style for each piece is loose 
and expressive, interpreting the text in a way 
that gives the viewer a starting point to build 
their own internal visualisation without being 
too prescriptive.”

Artist Jackie Nguyen’s creations, illustrating 
the work of writers Luke Horton, Melanie 
Cheng and Laura McPhee-Browne, show a pas-
sion for storytelling.

“I have always been fascinated by the rela-
tionship between colour, lighting and form,” 
she said. “They have the power to combine 
and completely transform a space in the most 
magical way.

“Painting and sketching is a way for me to 
capture and document those fleeting moments 
which I can then revisit time and time again.”

While the Melbourne Writers Festival has 
had to cancel live events, there is still plenty 
of activity online. A 10-event digital festival is 
taking place with a Pay What You Can model, or 
a $90 pass for the entire online festival •

 ▲ Image credit: Marc Martin. 
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Out of time
When going for a run on 
the morning of writing this 
column, I saw something out of 
place. 

Sitting on a park bench, all on its lonesome, 
was a clock – the kind you might place on a 
bookshelf or mantlepiece. Seeing a timepiece 
meant for the domestic indoors out in the great 
outdoors left me a little confused, but it got me 
thinking. 

As we live through yet another lockdown, 
perhaps we need to place ourselves outside 
of time, somewhat. Or, to put it another way, 

maybe we need to put the clock outside (like on 
a park bench) for a while, so to speak. 

Living in this COVID loop, I’ve found myself 
having to avoid keeping time. By that I mean 
that I’ve been deliberately avoiding looking 
back to find out how many weeks lockdown six 
has been going for. Front-of-mind awareness of 
the amount of time spent in these conditions is 
just too much to bear, I guess. Perhaps, though, 
being out of time, as in outside of it for a period, 
might have utility beyond mere sanity-keeping. 

In the 19th century, the composer Richard 
Wagner and the philosopher Friedrich 
Nietzsche both felt that being a thinker or 
composer out of, or beyond, time was precisely 
what one should seek to be. In other words, they 
believed that being entirely out of touch – in 
the best possible sense – with the happenings 
of the day can lead to original thinking and 
true creativity. As it turned out, they were both 

able to do exactly that which they aspired to. By 
seeing things not just from the perspective of 
the “right now”, they were able to make lasting 
contributions that still affect people genera-
tions later. 

The Christian tradition emphasises a similar 
notion. It’s commonly understood that the be-
liever trusts that Jesus of Nazareth, after being 
crucified, rose from the dead, and that in light 
of that miracle, the Christian also will not find 
death to be permanent. But what is less com-
monly understood is that Christian theology 
also understands that the abundant, resurrec-
tion or eternal life that we have with Jesus has 
already begun! In this sense, Christian spiritu-
ality is one that should be somewhat at peace 
with living through challenging times, like this 
COVID crisis, because living out-of-time is the 
Christian spiritual reality. 

In these tough times, whether we take a leaf 

out of the book of Nietzsche, Wagner or the 
person who left their clock on that park bench, 
it might just be to our benefit if we understand 
that, for the present moment anyway, letting 
our minds dwell beyond the constraints of time 
may be both a psychological necessity but also 
the pathway to creative achievement. On top 
of that, it might also, lead to a deeper spiritual 
acceptance of one’s purpose and creative path, 
be it inside or out, off the clock or on •

ABORIGINAL MELBOURNE

For more information: 
koorieheritagetrust.com.au

↥

Changing direction: Koorie artist turns road 
signs into jewellery 

As part of the Koorie 
Heritage Trust’s Blak 

Design initiative, 11 First 
Nations artists will present 
their handmade jewellery 

at a contemporary 
exhibition celebrating 

indigenous design. 

words by Katie Johnson 

Blak Jewellery: Finding Past, Linking Present 
will run from September 4 to November 14 
at the Koorie Heritage Trust Yarra building, if 
COVID restrictions allow.  

First Nations artist Lisa Waup said the six-
week Blak Design program leading up to the 
exhibition had been “life changing”. 

“I was a student at RMIT back in the ‘90s and 
I always used to look longingly at the smithing 
department that used to be down in the base-
ment,” Ms Waup said. 

“It’s always been a dream of mine, so I jumped 
at the opportunity to work with masters in the 
field.”

“I feel incredibly fortunate, and the support 
has been mind-blowing.” 

As the first of its kind in Australia, the Blak 
Design program was created to provide a plat-
form for nurturing sustainable, indigenous-led 
design businesses. 

Ms Waup, along with 10 other artists, took 
part in six-weeks of hands-on jewellery design 
and making workshops under the guidance of 
jewellers Blanche Tilden and Laura Deakin, as 
well as small business skills tutorials. 

With a passion for gold and silver smithing, 
Ms Waup honed her skills over the course of the 
program to produce her final work, Our Way, 
using custom-made aluminium traffic signs.  

“I was interested in using everyday objects to 
create a new meaning, and in this case Our Way 
explores the power and peril of traffic direction 
and warning signs and their ability to control 
and disorientate First Nations people on their 
own land,” Ms Waup said. 

“Historically these signs are marks of 

violence, control and racism, and for me its 
inspiring me to disrupt, undo and fracture their 
original ambition.”

As a woman of Italian, Gunditjmara and 
Torres Strait Islander descent, Ms Waup was in-
spired to alter the symbology of the signs after 
she found one lying on the side of the road. 

Creating three pieces of jewellery, her inten-
tion was to take a “symbol of oppression and 
spin it to a positive direction of liberation”. 

“I wanted to take a stagnant western sign and 
create an immersive experience for the viewer 
which moved backwards into family, culture 
and country and forward into the future,” Ms 
Waup said. 

Our Way consists of three works – a bracelet, 
a neck piece and a pair of earrings – which are 
all cut out of one square of a direction sign. 

Ms Waup said that by using every part of 
the square, the jewellery was sustainable and 
zero-waste. 

“I hand-sawed a square bracelet, and inside 
that square I’ve cut the neck piece out, and 
within that neck piece I’ve cut a circle in the 
middle of it which I’ve divided into two to 
make the pair of earrings,” Ms Waup said. 

“There was a lot of sawing and filing so it 
doesn’t fit perfectly but they come together 
as the idea of the text was to pull it apart and 
change its direction.”

Another artist, Kait James, said the program 
had been an incredible way to honour her 
love and connection to her ancestors and her 
country. 

“What I love most about the program is how 
we’ve all learnt the same incredible skills using 
different materials, then used them to turn our 
stories into jewellery and wearable art that is so 

different from each other,” Ms James said. 
“My work has been based around my love 

of sheoaks or ngarri in Wadawurrung, and the 
connections to my ancestors. Using different 
material to look at form and movement but also 
combining my love of colour to create various 
different pendants and necklaces.’’

Koorie Heritage Trust CEO Tom Mosby said 
Blak design was a celebration of First Nations 
innovation within the Victorian design space. 

“Blak Design is the continuation of a series 
of projects and discourse the KHT has deliv-
ered since 2014, exploring Australian contem-
porary First Nations design,” Mr Mosby said. 

“These projects aim to promote First Nations 
design principles and best practice methodol-
ogies and theories to the broader design com-
munity while supporting and mentoring First 
Nations designers.” • 
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The NGV entrance and Coat of Arms

After many years of planning, deliberating, and negotiating, the 
new National Gallery of Victoria (NGV) opened in 1968 in St 
Kilda Rd, Southbank on the former Wirth’s circus site. It was the 
first stage of the Victorian Arts Centre.

Construction on the site began in 1962 – when 
finished, the rectangular gallery building 
included a number of outstanding features, in-
cluding three internal courtyards that provided 
light and external views to surrounding galler-
ies, an abstract ceiling of multicoloured glass by 
the artist Leonard French, a Bamboo Courtyard 
with fountains, black bamboo and bluestone 
pebbles, a sculpture garden outside the side 
entrance (known colloquially as the “mouse 
hole”), and a water wall at the front entrance 
(derided by some, loved by most). 

Overall, the bluestone-clad, reinforced con-
crete building, designed by Roy Grounds in 
modernist style, is relatively unadorned. It is 
surrounded by a moat and entry is through a 
semi-circular entry arch. Above the arch is an 
oval plate that contains a sculptural version of 
Victoria’s Coat of Arms, a subtle gem that sets 
the understated tone for much of this outstand-
ing building.     

The bronze work was by  Norma Redpath. 
She was a student at Swinburne during the 
1940s and later worked extremely hard to 
demonstrate the ability of women to succeed 
in this exacting craft. She lived and worked 
in Australia and Italy, leaving a large legacy of 
innovative sculptural works. Her design was 
chosen from those submitted by a range of 
sculptors, both men and women, and funding 
for the work was raised by a women’s group 
associated with the gallery. In 1970 she received 
an Order of the British Empire for her services 

to Australian art and sculpture. She passed 
away in 2013. 

The NGV work represents a modernist ver-
sion of a classical crest. Completion of large 
sculptures is difficult enough for the artist, but 
this work required her to follow the many pro-
tocols associated with State crests. This design 
comprises a shell (about two by three metres) in 
which the Coat of Arms of the State of Victoria 
is portrayed in bas-relief in black and highly 
polished bronze. It included a shield with sil-
ver stars arranged to represent the Southern 
Cross, a kangaroo holding an Imperial Crown, 
and two female figures on either side of the 
shield – one represents peace and carries a 
sprig of olive in her hand, the other represents 
prosperity and holds a cornucopia, symbolic of 
abundance. Beneath the figures and the shield is 
a banner proclaiming the motto of “Peace and 
Prosperity”. 

It is an outstanding work of public art, but 
probably under-appreciated. So, next time you 
visit the gallery, why don’t you stop outside the 
entrance and take in this marvellous piece of 
modernist sculpture •

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Cementing Southbank as the arts capital
Early this month Southbank Residents’ 
Association held its annual general meeting 
(AGM), with Melbourne Arts Precinct Team 
(MAPT) as the guest speaker to update us on 
the status of the $1.5 billion precinct upgrade 
which includes the new NGV contemporary 
gallery. 

This is an exciting project and is going to 
cement Melbourne’s title as the arts capital of 
Australia. The project will take a number of 
years to complete so sadly there is going to be 
much disruption to Southbank Boulevard, but 
we are used to that as after all the upgrade along 
there has already taken at least four years. 

After such a great community response from 
our event, the team is holding another commu-
nity information session on  September 15 at 
6.30pm. To get the registration details send an 
email to mapt@development.vic.gov.au.

Clearly, since I am still writing this column 
I renominated to remain on our committee. 

In fact, there had been so much interest from 
the community that we received 10 new nom-
inations, plus Dan O’Keeffe and myself meant 
we now have a full committee (our constitution 
only allows for 12 committee members). There 
is a diverse range of community members 
and skills. I am looking forward to working 
with this new committee going into this new 
year, I am sure we can achieve much for our 
community.

I did receive some welcome news from the 
City of Melbourne recently. I met with the 
deputy CEO and directors of infrastructure 
and capital works to discuss communication 
with the residents of Southbank. As many in 
our community are aware, I have been critical 
of the council’s ability and efforts to reach 
out to us for important community items. We 
received a commitment from the Lord Mayor 
at our Southbank Community Forum that the 
council needs to do better and that they would 

do better. I know senior management has a real 
desire to ensure the community is not forgotten 
about and they have committed to review their 
processes to once again try to implement mea-
sures that will keep our community informed. 

I made a number of suggestions, but I guess 
time will tell. However, I did ask about the 
“we’ll take it on notice” items from our com-
munity forum from almost six months ago that 
we are still yet to get a reply to, to be assured 
that they have been working through an audit 
of every Southbank council plan with the com-
mitment to provide us with a detailed update. 
This has been a mammoth task (which I believe 
as there are many Southbank-relevant plans), 
but it will be comforting to know it is coming. I 
am looking forward to this being released.

Remember if you want to support your local 
community advocacy group, membership is 
only $10. Without members we are merely a 
whisper. It is our membership which gives us 

our voice. You can sign up on our Facebook 
page (southbankresidents) or through our 
website southbankresidents.org.au •

Robin Grow

PRESIDENT - AUSTRALIAN ART DECO 
AND MODERNISM SOCIETY

ROBINGROW@OZEMAIL.COM.AU

SKYPAD LIVING

Vertical village strategic futures
As from December 1, 2021, owners’ corpora-
tions (OCs) with 50 or more lots must have an 
approved and funded maintenance plan – but is 
this sufficient for vertical village planning?
Many vertical villages in the City of Melbourne 
have long had maintenance plans, which 
identified major capital items due for repair 
or replacement and their estimated costs – so 
this requirement for an approved and funded 
maintenance plan brings no real change. 

But what this requirement has sparked in 
some OCs is a deeper discussion about plan-
ning, with the gist being that while a funded 
maintenance plan is undoubtedly needed, it is 
far from sufficient. 

This is because OCs control assets (our apart-
ment buildings) valued in the hundreds of mil-
lions, with associated decisions affecting the 
daily lives of hundreds of residents. So, while it 
is well and good to have a plan to repair or re-
place capital items over the next decade, there 
are critical questions about a vertical village’s 
future which remain unattended or, at least, not 
often formally captured. 

These questions go to what sort of vertical 
village yours should become. Should you aim 
to differentiate your vertical village as envi-
ronmentally sustainable? This would mean 
that suites of activities, such as electric vehicle 
recharging, would likely become a priority. Or 
perhaps your focus is upon financial manage-
ment, meaning that there will be priority given 
to information systems, detailed monitoring 
and reporting, and aggressive sector scanning 
for comparisons.

What is needed is identification of owners’ 
and residents’ values, and when translated, this 
should guide OCs in determining overarching 
priorities and approaches. 

In other sectors, this information is captured 
and integrated in a strategic plan, which explic-
itly states where an organisation wants to be and 
defines the strategies to get there. It requires ar-
ticulating a vision and the underpinning goals 
and developing approaches to achieve these. 
Strategic planning is a well-established process 
and there is a mountain of material to guide 
businesses and, more recently, not-for-profits. 
Regrettably, there is little assistance tailored to 
OCs,  which are very different entities (with a 
distinct ethos) than are businesses or even not-
for-profit service providers. 

This means that, for those OCs wishing to 
undertake such forward planning, they will 
likely need to develop their own approaches. 
This could see each OC inventing and rein-
venting their own strategic planning process, 
including designing a method to engage own-
er-residents in the process – without “opening 
Pandora’s Box”!  And it must be noted that 
while OC volunteer committee members are 
often highly skilled, strategic planning facilita-
tion and design is not everyone’s strong suite. 

On the flipside, however, our vertical living 

sector offers great scope for collaboration. As 
we are not competing businesses, there is won-
derful opportunity for OCs to work together 
on devising approaches to strategic planning 
suited to our context – as well as opportunity 
to share insights on different approaches to 
common challenges. What this could manifest 
is, that rather than each OC being a silo strate-
gic planner, the leveraging of our community 
status.

For the doubters, this willingness to share 
between OCs was demonstrated during 
COVID-19, where many committee members 
reached out to other OCs to ask questions about 
approaches to public health orders. Frank dis-
cussions were had comparing directions taken 
in different apartment buildings – How are you 
handling closing gyms? What is your messag-
ing? Extra security? etc.  

In fact, it was a direct result of these infor-
mal discussions between OCs in Docklands 
that saw a webinar hosted by the Docklands 
Representative Group (DRG) on (the ironically 
titled) “Coming out of COVID for OCs”. This 
featured strata lawyer Tom Bacon, and repre-
sentatives from the Department of Justice and 
Community Safety who answered questions 
raised by OCs on managing high-rise residenc-
es during COVID-19.    

What is also significant is that informal dis-
cussions between different OCs continue, now 
expanding to issues like insurance renewals 
(excess for windows?), engaging new OC man-
agers (tendering tips) and cladding (help!).  

However, while these individual conversa-
tions are undoubtedly useful, what is becoming 
apparent is that more is needed. More both in 
terms of how many more OC committee mem-
bers wish to engage in these sorts of exchanges, 
and more in terms of the depth of informa-
tion and assistance available – because while 
it is great to share between ourselves, some 
situations require external expertise (such as 
approaches to cladding replacements). 

So here is the thing. Our volunteer OC com-
mittees are responsible for significant assets 
and sizeable communities. We all face very 
similar challenges and currently there is little 
guidance for planning the future of our vertical 
villages or scope for sharing insights to com-
mon challenges. But there are moves afoot – 
with interest growing for a forum which could 
bring together collegial interactions mixed 
with expert guidance • 

Dr. Janette Corcoran
JANETTE CORCORAN IS AN 
APARTMENT LIVING EXPERT

LEARN MORE ON FACEBOOK.
COM/SKYPADLIVING/
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MONTAGUE COMMUNITY ALLIANCE

Trisha Avery
TRISHA AVERY IS THE 
CONVENER OF THE 
MONTAGUE COMMUNITY 
ALLIANCE

TRISHAVERY@ME.COM

Thanks for 
listening …
Well, we are so excited! 

Those of you who are regular readers 
of this column will know how often 
we have asked questions about Kirrip 
Park and how it can be utilised in dif-
ferent ways to ensure full usage from 
the local community. 

WELL, not only has the commu-
nity been asking, but a petition was 
submitted late last year and all our 
work has had an effect. The City of 
Port Philip has created a “Have your 
say on Kirrip Park”, specifically on 
our call for it to become an off-leash 
park after 5pm on weekdays and all 
day on weekends and public holidays. 

The submission cut-off day is 
September 6 so too late for this col-
umn, but you can add your voice by 
writing to the City of Port Phillip to 
support the proposal or going on to 
haveyoursay.portphillip.vic.gov.au 
and adding some comments.

And there have been so many times 
that we have felt that we were not be-
ing heard by the City of Port Phillip, 
but in this case, we are delighted that 
this process is being undertaken and 
we look forward to a positive result 
for all those living in the Montague 
Precinct and surrounds. Thank you 
for listening …

This month we have a special Meet 
a Montaguan, not only is this person 
a long-time resident of Montague (an 
aside from his important day job), 
Mark is an accomplished artist. His 
work is, as well as being held in pri-
vate collections, also to be seen on the 
streets of South and Port Melbourne. 
Let me introduce you to Mark Cowell 
…

WE LIVE HERE

Barbara Francis &  
Rus Littleson
EMAIL 
CAMPAIGN@WELIVEHERE.NET

LEARN MORE AT  
WELIVEHERE.NET

“we live
here”TM

Resident victory
A stalwart resident at an inner-city apartment complex has 
reported a monumental victory over developer chicanery and 
council ineptitude.
“A win at last!!” she wrote, “I have won my bat-
tle to have the council defend my rights to enjoy 
my property according to the original Planning 
Permit.”

Since 2017, this story has shaped up as a 
David and Goliath battle that David might ac-
tually win. “I had no idea that it would take up 
four years of my strength and time.”

This battle was fought at the intersection of 
three different jurisdictions. Our rookie resi-
dent had to learn about owners’ corporation 
(OC) law, about the Local Government Act, 
about planning law and what voids a contract. 

“To cut a very long and complicated story 
short, after the planning permit was issued 
for my property, [somebody] altered the plans, 
removing all reference to where the trucks for 
residents were supposed to load.”

This discrepancy solidified undetected at the 
council’s planning department – and it looks 
like at least one council head has rolled as a 
consequence.

Our citizen champion knows how it all start-
ed: “When a big industry super fund was offered 
an off-market opportunity to buy the enormous 
area of the two-storey shopping plaza and its 
huge truck loading bay, they saw that there was 
a lift for trucks servicing the residents.”

“The developer told the super fund not to 
worry, they would have the exclusive right to 
all that area for 300 years. The developer had 
drawn up a lease to himself. The problem was 

that this was in breach of the planning permit 
that required both residents and the retail plaza 
to use that area for trucks to load and unload.”

In the face of irrefutable facts and under 
relentless pressure from our resolute resident, 
the council eventually told the super fund that 
it must share the loading dock with residents. 
The incensed super fund made a futile attempt 
to arrogate the common property by seeking to 
have the planning permit altered to conform 
with the altered and unapproved plans.

“All I want is for the furniture trucks to load 
on-site instead of blocking the footpath on the 
street outside my front door,” our star resident 
said.

The council’s planning department now has 
the right to enter the property to ensure the 
shopping plaza owners no longer lock out the 
residents from the loading bay common prop-
erty. It’s good to know residents can beat major 
players who don’t follow the rules!

OC managers blocking information 
requests

Perhaps everyone is suffering cabin fever 
with rolling lockdowns – how else can you ex-
plain a spate of incidents where OC managers 
have failed to comply with fundamental obliga-
tions under the OC Act?

You would think a request for an OC certifi-
cate would be honoured relatively quickly. After 
all, providing certificates is a staple of every 

garden-variety OC manager contract. Not so, it 
seems, if you have a disagreement with the OC 
manager on an unrelated matter. We know of 
one OC manager who must feel that certificates 
do not have to be provided to owners who ask 
awkward questions.

How about requesting an inspection of 
financial records? That should be easy for any 
OC manager who takes the requisite Act along 
to all meetings. 

Evincing either incompetence or something 
more malignant, one OC manager has insisted 
that the committee must pass a resolution to 
have the right to inspect documents. No, that’s 
not how the law works. Every lot owner has the 
right to request inspection of OC documents.

Another cute ploy is to claim “confidential-
ity” as a reason for denying access. Again, no, 
that’s not a legally valid reason for denying 
access to inspect an invoice from a supplier for 
example.

OC managers beware. The practice of hiding 
documents from lot owners creates very bad 
“optics”.

We quote the Owners’ Corporation Act, Part 
9, Division 1, Section 146 (1), which states that 
the OC manager, on request by a lot owner … 

“Must make the records of the owners’ 
corporation required to be kept under this 
Division available to that person for inspection 
at any reasonable time, free of charge.”

Quite straightforward, right? Apparently 
not, according to our reluctant and irony-chal-
lenged OC manager who replied to an emailed 
request, “I don’t plan on replying to your email.”

Continuing their non-reply, the docu-
ment-denier went on to tell the lot owner to try 
their luck with getting the information from 
the previous committee! 

But if a manager is desperately intent on 

looking foolish, why would they rest there? 
Our stonewalling strata manager went on the 
offensive, alleging financial malfeasance by the 
previous OC managers with the cognisance of 
the previous committee, unabashedly naming 
names. In writing. In an email to a lot owner. 
Handing up Exhibit A, Your Honour.

Having been unsatisfied with merely looking 
like a goose, this OC manager just might have 
waddled into the oven.

Notwithstanding the above, advice from 
Consumer Affairs is that aggrieved owners can 
take their complaints to the Dispute Settlement 
Centre of Victoria (1300 372 888), or Victorian 
Civil Administrative Tribunal (VCAT, 1300 018 
228). 

You can also complain to Strata Community 
Association Victoria (9416 4688) if your OC 
manager is a member of that group.

Readers, please do let us know about your 
tribulations with OC managers.

Campaign donations
As a not-for-profit organisation, donations 

from individuals and buildings keep our cam-
paigns going. To register as a supporter of We 
Live Here or to donate, please visit welivehere.
net. We Live Here does not accept donations 
from commercial tourism interests •

SAFETY AND SECURITY

Welcome Jay!
I am very excited to announce that 
Southbank Police Station now has 
two Senior Sergeants! 

Senior Sergeant Jay McDonald 
joined our team in July. Jay has 
moved across from Melbourne East 
Police Station and comes with a 
wealth of knowledge and experi-
ence having worked at stations such 
as City Patrol Group, Footscray, 
Prahran and St Kilda. 

Jay has also worked at specialist 
units such as the Water Police, Public 
Order Response Team and as an 
instructor at the academy with the 
Centre for Incident and Emergency 
Management. 

He currently holds the position of 
the Municipal Emergency Response 
Coordinator (MERC) for the City 
of Melbourne Local Government 
Area and works closely with the City 
of Melbourne. He also represents 
Victoria Police on the Municipal 
Emergency Management Planning 
Committee.

Jay’s role includes liaison with 
other emergency management agen-
cies such as Fire Rescue Victoria, 
SES, Ambulance Victoria, to name a 
few, to ensure that the best possible 
response is provided for residents 
and businesses should there be an 
incident. Welcome Jay!

Motorcycle theft continues to 
occur in Southbank. Thieves have 
been targeting motorcycles parked 
on the street and also those parked in 
carparks of apartment buildings.  

During early September, Senior 
Constable Dan Staffieri and 
Constable Michael Relph arrested 
two offenders who were using a 
stolen white van to steal motorcycles 
off footpaths and were tailgating 
residents into building carparks to 
steal parked motorcycles. The white 

van was fitted out with equipment to 
enable locks to be removed and mo-
torcycles to be wheeled into the van. 
Well done Dan and Michael! 

There are some important points 
here – the offenders were accessing 
carparks by tailgating – for the safety 
of all residents never allow another 
vehicle to tailgate your vehicle into a 
carpark. You may think you are being 
nice by letting someone in, unfortu-
nately you could be inviting thieves 
into your building to steal. If you 
own a motorcycle and you park in 
residential carpark try to block your 
motorcycle in behind a car to reduce 
the chance of it being stolen. 

If you notice people acting sus-
piciously in your carpark or around 
motorcycles parked on the street 
either call 000 or Southbank Police 
Station on 8635 0900. A tip-off from 
a member of the public can result 
in police arresting thieves. Here are 
some tips on protecting your motor-
cycle from theft:

• Lock your steering lock
• Keep your lock off the ground – 

reduces the risk of a thief being 
able to pry the lock open

• Lock your motorcycle to 
something heavy

• Use multiple locks on your 
motorcycle

• Buy quality locks and chains
• Install a hidden kill switch
• Park your bike in a well-lit 

location
• Remember to always lock your 

bike

Who are you, tell us a little about 
yourself?

I am a parent and husband who 
has navigated lots of change in life. 
I moved around a lot as a child and 
never had roots. However, I have 
lived here in the Montague Precinct 
of South Melbourne, happily, for 13 
years. I currently work as a career 
counsellor, and provide a curated 
selection of career, creative thinking 
and personal development books and 
resources online. I also maintain an 
art practice to keep creative and am 
working towards an exhibition at the 
Gasworks Gallery in Albert Park, at 
the end of this year.

What brought you to live or work 
in the Montague Precinct of 
South Melbourne?

Many moons ago, I worked in 
advertising, and moved to be close to 
work. 

What are the best and/or most 
interesting things about working 
or living in Montague?

Learning the history of the area 
has been fascinating. I also like the 
mix of local businesses. There’s an 
independent brewery, professional 

and trades services, multinational 
companies and family owned and 
run companies, all adding value to 
the world from this little patch in 
Melbourne. 

How does working or living in 
Montague affect your quality of 
life/work?

We’ve met some nice people in 
the area, that’s the most import-
ant thing. A good school, South 
Melbourne Primary, in walking dis-
tance also helps a lot. Pre-pandemic 
we used to joke that the city was 
our backyard. While that’s changed, 
we make use of local parks and 
go for a swim when it’s warmer.  
What are the challenges of working 
or living in Montague?

I think the lack of (or conflicted) 
good design thinking may snooker 
the area. We see how sad Bay St, Port 
Melbourne has looked for the past 
five or so years, with confused devel-
opment down one end and excessive, 
unsustainable commercial rents 
resulting in long-term empty spaces. 
There are lessons here to learn from. 

If you could change something 
about Montague, what would it 
be?

The quality and aesthetics of high-
rise construction. I hope the density 
will be good for business, but let’s 
make it something we’re proud of 
100 years from now, not just a dash 
for cash •

Senior Sgt Alex O’Toole

STATION COMMANDER AT 
SOUTHBANk POILICE STATION

southbank-uni-oic@
police.vic.gov.au
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Unknown algorithms at work
Anyone who has tried to book in for 
a Pfizer vaccination and spent three 
hours on the government website 
will have been at the mercy of an 
algorithm.

Words by Rhonda Dredge

Algorithms are complex binary formulas that govern 
most human/machine interactions.

Some might see them as evil; others as ways of manag-
ing large amounts of data.

Not all algorithms have a specific purpose. Looping 
digital videos may merely be beautiful or eye-catching or 
not even that. 

At the Guild building opposite the Victorian College 
of the Arts there is a little thought experiment involving 
digital videos displayed in the vitrines at Assembly Point.

Even during the lockdown, the exhibitions change here 
and are always a cut above the laneway mural.

Often the work is delightfully obscure, like the screens 
currently on display in Full Light.

The viewer is encouraged to interpret the content of 
the screens as well as the silver linings in the glass boxes, 
both of which deal with patterns of reflected light. Do the 
two sources interact in a meaningful way? 

This is the question posed by the exhibition and the an-
swer is no, except in the vitrine in which the mylar lining 
fills the box and acts as a textured bed for the video. 

Texture is an urban phenomenon loved by designers 
and there are some who use it to great effect, particularly 
the architects of the surrounding complex.

The exhibition by Rhys Cousins and Lucy Maddox uses 
algorithms to explore the impact of light sources on each 
other, those filmed and those present.

A text explains what the artists are doing with the feed 
to the screens, and this is quite stimulating.

It is easy to be dismissive about text, but the commentary 

“What ever happened to DFO?”

Charles Grimes Bridge

City Life
is an intelligent, if short, collection of jargon such as arti-
ficial intelligence, looping digital videos and algorithmic 
generation that is quite seductive in itself.

Unfortunately, it is difficult to connect these terms with 
the actual visual content on display – random correlations 
of light patterns on Melbourne’s city surfaces with artifi-
cial intelligence.

The work is not really about emotional engagement nor 
curiosity. In fact, it is quite distancing as if some foreign 
intelligence was playing games with the viewer.

Artificial intelligence is technical, hidden and a 
welcome hideaway for the stray intellectual. It doesn’t 
try to explain itself or give a potted history of its own 
development. 

But in this exhibition, it does do the work of distrac-
tion and for that it should be applauded even if it doesn’t 
offer any insights •

 ▲  Full Light, Rhys Cousins and Lucy Maddox, Assembly Point, until 
August 30, 2021 but extended into September by an unknown algo-
rithm.

A daily dose of 
Bailey

Southbank resident Andrew Gung 
loves to walk in his local area, just 
as much as he enjoys his favourite 
alcoholic drink – a Baileys! 

So, it would make sense that any canine companion 
of Andrew’s encapsulates two of his great loves. 

Enter one-year-old long-haired miniature dachs-
hund Bailey. Named after Andrew’s favourite drink 
and extremely well accustomed to walking, you’d be 
hard pressed to find a more compatible pair!

Andrew said he fell in love with Bailey’s breed 
while on a trip to Japan a few years ago, when he 
first played with another long-haired miniature 
dachshund in a pet store in Tokyo. 

“I decided to play with it, and from that moment 
I knew that was the dog that I fell in love with,” 
Andrew said. 

“So, when I came back to Melbourne I put myself 
down for 15 or so waiting lists on breeder websites, 
until they called me back a year-and-a-half later. 

Now I’ve got my little baby with me!” 
Southbank News met the duo at South Melbourne 

Market this month – one of Bailey’s favourite local 
haunts. 

According to Andrew, Bailey is extremely social 
and affectionate. 

“She never gets angry,” Andrew said. “She only 
barks at people who she thinks are strange, but it’s 
very rare.”

Otherwise Bailey lives a very full life, complete 
with a raw food diet including all of the staples – 
chicken, beef and raw mince. 

But being a “bit spoilt”, Andrew said Bailey loved 
the occasional cooked meal. 

“She eats cooked chicken and rice … like a human!” 

•
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PUZZLES & TRIVIA

CrosswordQuiz

5x5

9-Letter

ACROSS
1 Concert (3)
3 Clarifi cation (11)
9 Another 

time (5)
10 City in New 

York (9)
11 Group of 

organisms (7)
12 US state (7)
13 Cut (5)
15 Periods before 

elections (9) 
17 Left behind (9)
18 Water birds (5)
20 Very outdated (7)
22 Sickness (7)
24 Eviction (9)
25 — pole (5)
26 Treatments (11)
27 Finish (3)

DOWN
1 Spectacles (7)
2 Neighbour of 

Mexico (9)
3 Listlessness (5)
4 Components (5)
5 Celebrated (9)
6 Citizens of the 

US (9)
7 Preamble 

(colloq) (5)
8 Winners at 

Hastings in 
1066 (7)

14 Related 
to pressurised 
water systems (9)

15 Recruit (9)
16 Promise (9)
17 City in 

California (7)
19 Cooked 

with water 
vapour (7)

21 Mythical shooter 
of lovers (5)

22 ‘I don’t know’ 
(colloq) (5)

23 Places (5)

No. 003

No. 003

Sudoku

Codeword

No. 003

No. 003

1 4 5 2

8 9 6 4

7 8 3 6

5 7 4 8 3

8 3 5

6 1

6 7

7 4 5

9 5 6 8 1

Fill in the blank cells using the numbers from 
1 to 9. Each number can only appear once in 
each row, column and 3x3 block

1. The vanilla bean comes 
from which type of fl ower?

2. Which Australian prime 
minster assumed offi  ce just 
two days before the crash 
of the New York Stock 
Exchange in 1929?

3. Which 2020 Netfl ix 
series was adapted from the 
series of novels written by 
Julia Quinn?

4. A.J. Cook (pictured) plays 
Jennifer Jareau in which 
long-running TV series?

5. The architect who designed 
Collins Place also designed 
which famous work of 
architecture? 
A) Federation Square 
B) The Louvre’s Glass 
Pyramid 
C) The Shard

6. What famous building 
was once known as the 
Cappella Magna?

7. What did Southern 
Cross Station used to be 
known as?

8. Where is the largest 
stained glass ceiling in 
the world?

9. Who was Melbourne’s fi rst 
elected Lord Mayor?

10. The Menz Chocolate factory 
has its two locations in 
which Australian state?

11. An urban myth describes the 
plans for Flinders St Station 
being mixed up with a train 
station in which Indian city?

12. True or false: Melbourne 
Museum owns Phar Lap’s 
skin, but not his skeleton 
or organs
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953682471

Using the nine letters 
in the grid, how many 
words of four letters 
or more can you list? 
The centre letter must 
be included and each 
letter may only be used 
once. No colloquial 
or foreign words. No 
capitalised nouns, 
apostrophes or plural 
words ending in “s”.
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I V
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32 words: Good
48 words: Very good
65 words: Excellent

Today’s Focus:

Reference: 
Collins Concise 
English Dictionary

advise, adviser, aver, avers, avid, dervish, diva, divan, dive, diver, dives, drive, driven, drives, 
have, haven, hive, hives, invade, invader, invades, naive, nave, rave, raved, raven, raves, ravine, 
ravish, ravished, revs, rive, rived, riven, rives, save, saved, saver, shave, shaved, shaven, shaver, 
shiver, shrive, shrived, shriven, vain, vainer, vane, vanish, 
vanished, varied, varies, varnish, VARNISHED, 
vase, vein, vend, vends, viand, vide, vied, vies, 
vine, visaSWASH, PESTO, RISER, AGAIN, THINS

 QUIZ SOLUTIONS

1. Orchid 2. James Scullin 3. Bridgerton 
4. Criminal Minds 5. B) The Louvre’s Glass 
Pyramid 6. The Sistine Chapel 7. Spencer 
Street Station 8.  NGV International 9. Henry 
Condell 10. South Australia 11. Mumbai 
(Chhatrapati Shivaji) 12. True
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Wordfind Theme: Africa

Secret message: Safari adventure

ARID
BABOON
CAIRO
CAPE HORN
CHAD
CONGO
EGYPT
ELAND
ELEPHANT
GHANA
GNU
GORILLA

LION
LYNX
MALI
MANDELA
MEERKAT
NILE
RAND
SAHARA
TOGO
WILD
ZEBRA

The leftover letters will spell out a secret message.
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Insert the missing letters to make 
10 words – fi ve reading across the 
grid and fi ve reading down.

PUZZLES AND PAGINATION 
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No. 003

1. The vanilla bean comes 
from which type of flower?

2. Which Australian prime 
minster assumed office just 
two days before the crash 
of the New York Stock 
Exchange in 1929?

3. Which 2020 Netflix series 
was adapted from the 
series of novels written by 
Julia Quinn?

4. A.J. Cook (pictured) plays 
Jennifer Jareau in which 
long-running TV series?

5. Vinson Massif is a 
mountain on which 
continent?

6. What famous building 
was once known as the 
Cappella Magna?

7. The Malthouse was  
built in 1882 by which 
brewery business? 

8. In what year was South 
Wharf recognised as a 
suburb? A) 2006 B) 2008 
C) 2010 

9. What is the name of the 
Deborah Halpern sculpture 
that sits outside Southgate 
on Southbank Promenade? 

10. How much money has been 
invested by the Victorian 
Government to fix the 
Power St and City Rd 
intersection? 

11. What is the name of 
Southbank’s only gin 
distillery? 

12. Where is the largest 
stained-glass ceiling in  
the world? 

1. Orchid 2. James Scullin 3. Bridgerton 
4. Criminal Minds 5. Antartica 6. The 
Sistine Chapel 7. Castlemaine Brewery  
8. B) 2008 9. Ophelia 10. $2.5 million  
11. Patient Wolf 12. NGV International

 QUIZ SOLUTIONS
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长廊公园准备就绪
工程延期成了常态
墨尔本市政饱受困扰的南岸大道(Southbank Boulevard) 改造项
目正在不断拖延，当地居民表示，还没有看到此项目工程“物有
所值”。

受创商家或将永远停业

征询雅拉河北岸项目的意见
David Schout

墨尔本市政要求公众对雅拉河北岸价值
3亿澳元的Greenline项目提出反馈意见。

这个被誉为近几十年来本市最大的项目
之一，Greenline项目拟建一条从Birrarung 
Marr一直到Bolte大桥四公里长的行人和自
行车道。

市政希望公众在10月3日之前对此项目
发表意见。

市长Sally Capp说：“与当地社区和利
益相关方合作实施这个项目至关重要。这就

是为什么我们在最终确定详细计划之前寻求
反馈意见和想法。”

“请大家看一下我们的初步计划，参与
建设墨尔本市最重要的工程项目之一。”

Greenline项目是Capp市长的一个关键
选举承诺，她将该项目作为她2018年补选
和2020年大选战略的一个关键部分，这两
场选举中她都获得了胜利。

她表示，自1990年南岸长廊竣工，以
及2002年联邦广场开放以来，这个项目将
成为墨尔本的“最大变化”。

她在8月21日表示：“Greenline项目将

据官方消息，沿着南岸长廊
(Southbank Promenade)将建
造一个占地面积比两个篮球场
还大的新公园。

David Schout

墨尔本市政已与开发商签署了一项“
土地交换”协议，以修建这个面向雅拉河的
1000平方米公共绿地。

市政议员在 8月31日的会议上同意将
Riverside Quay的一块296平方米的小地块
交换给开发商，作为土地交换的一部分。开
发商计划将该地块上的Esso House 大厦(曾
经是ExxonMobil故居)改造成一座30层高的
商业建筑。

作为交换，开发商已同意在南岸长廊前
的土地上修建1000平方米的公园，并在建
成后将移交给市政府。

副市长Nicholas Reece称,这是一个了
不起的结果。

他说：“我们收到了社区对这个新公园
项目的反馈，从这些热烈的反应来看，我认

为这个新公园将对墨尔本这座城市，更重要
的是墨尔本市民来说都是非常美好的。”

墨尔本市政府给予开发商的这块土地价
值为206万澳元，而Esso House大厦的价
值为375万澳元。

市政管理层指出，“这对市政来说是一
个很好的物有所值的交换计划”。

此外，市政管理层指出，放弃的River-
side Quay地块“没有合理的公共用途需求，
将来也不太可能有此需求”。

目前还没有开始项目施工的日期。
南岸缺乏公共开放空间长期以来一直是

个问题。
这个区域又是澳大利亚人口最稠密的区

域，附近公共开放空间的匮乏一直是当地居
民所焦虑的。

绿党议员Rohan Leppert表示，这次的
交易计划非常重要。

“这次的土地交换计划为南岸居民和墨
尔本市民提供了更大的社区开放空间，的确
是一件了不起的事情。”

市政还确保在工程施工期间保留Inge 
King的1995年雕塑 Shearwater II，这是一
个位于Riverside Quay的大型河鸟雕塑。

Brendan Rees

这项耗资4700万澳元的“绿化”项目，
包括在本市艺术中心区域新建5个公共空间
和街区公园、种植300棵新树、以及修建
1.1公里长的新自行车道。这个项目工程自
2018年7月开工以来，一直受到延误和中断
的困扰，并可能延长至明年。

然而，令人欣慰的是，本报了解到，
市政雄心勃勃地设定了在今年年底前完成
整个项目的目标，但允许任何进一步的工
程可持续到2022年，尽管具体完工日期尚
未宣布，但市政认为此项目工程仍将“如期”
完成。

尽管反复的封锁限制了现场施工的工
人数量，但市政相信该项目工程“仍有望按
时完成”。

目前正在进行的工程要比原计划晚了18
个月，原计划预计完工日期是去年2月份，
当地居民并不指望此项目工程会很快完工。

整个工程建设分几个阶段进行，然后再
细分为几个子类别，并没有为当地居民和企
业提供明确的工程进度框架。

墨尔本市政在最新的报告中指出，南岸
大道上的两个街区公园工程进展顺利。

位于Moore街和Kavanagh街之间的新
公园预计将于本月完工，其景观工程包括安
装重达20吨的岩石和周围的青石铺路，公
园里还种植了一棵梧桐树和13棵榆树。

位于Fawkner街和City路之间的第二个
新公园预计也将于11月开放，现正在铺置青
石墙和青石路，并建一条步行走道。

创建墨尔本最大的绿色空间之一，为上班
族、游客和居民提供一个首选的目的地。”

“新的步行走道、公园、原生植物以及
对我们原著民遗产和文化的庆祝都将有助于
创建一个世界级的河滨区域，从而将吸引更
多的游客和投资来我们的城市。”

今年早些时候发布的该项目计划草案
对改进北岸目前的状况特别重要。

尽管北岸拥有“丰富的历史和鲜明的特
征”，但还被描述为“质量差”、“缺乏活力”
、“容易出现安全和安保问题”，而且“总体
上令人失望”。

相比南岸而言，北岸明显处于劣势。
对这个Greenline项目有意发表意见

者，请点击以下网页:
participate.melbourne.vic.gov.au

Brendan Rees

南岸(Southbank)的商家经历了又一次
长期的封锁，已经陷入困境，许多商家别无
选择，只能继续维持，要么关门停业。

雅拉河商业协会执行官Tim Bracher表
示，很多商家面临着累积的巨额债务，“可
能会影响到未来的十年”。

Bracher先生告诉本报：“这种困境对我
们商业人士造成了巨大的心理伤害，其中有
许多人会质疑自己是否要继续做下去，即使
目前在财务上还可以维持。”

“即使解除封锁，任何生意业务都可能
需要数周时间才能恢复，到那时可能会陷入
另一次封锁。”

“现有的政府生意补助制度虽然受欢
迎，但远不能弥补大多数商家的固定成
本。”

Bracher先生补充道，食品和饮料行业
的员工正在流失，转向被认为更安全的其它
行业中去了，这将“很难为夏季做好准备，
尤其是在没有国际学生来这个行业做临时工
的情况下”。

他说：“我们需要一个类似于新南威尔
士州的JobSaver补助计划，它是根据工资
总额向企业提供40%的补贴，而不是根据
员工的数量。”

南岸Workshop Brothers咖啡馆的经理
Nick Di Cioccio，在每次进入第四阶段封锁

时，他都被迫关门停业。
他说：“我们有非常好的客户，不幸

的是，由于疫情封锁，我们在财务上无法
维持，目前很艰难，而我们对此又无能为
力。”

Di Cioccio先生说，为了维持生计，他
又干了一份学徒管道工的工作，即便如此，
那也只是每周工作两天。

在谈到他在Riverside Quay咖啡馆的那
份骄傲和愉悦的工作时说：“我宁愿工作，
也不愿整天呆在家里。我们知道，一旦恢复
正常，我们就会再次回来开门营业。”
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Business Directory
Church

20 City Road Southbank 
Telephone 9682 4995 
www.stjohnssouthgate.com.au

Escorts

Functions

Gym

University degree qualified trainers 
that come to your apartment gym!

Justin Moran
0411 798 934 justintimept.com  

Owners CorporationEstablished in 1968 Whittles is the largest Australian 
owned strata management company and widely 
recognised  for its experienced staff and the provision 
of professional strata management services nationally.  
With specialist expertise in prestigious high-rise 
buildings, marinas, commercial and residential, Whittles 
is proud to be part of Melbourne CBD.

Established in 1968 Whittles is the largest Australian 
owned strata management company and widely 
recognised  for its experienced staff and the provision 
of professional strata management services nationally.  
With specialist expertise in prestigious high-rise 
buildings, marinas, commercial and residential, Whittles 
is proud to be part of Melbourne CBD.

Photography

Physiotherapy

Sports & Spinal Physiotherapy
Remedial Massage

Clinical Pilates
Post-Surgical Rehabilitation

Free Injury Assessments
WorkCover/TAC Claims

Elite Sports 
Physiotherapy

Mezzanine Level, 13 –– 15/1 Freshwater Place, Southbank
phone: 8640 0328  web: www.elitesportsphysio.com.au

Real Estate

Ray White Southbank | Port Phillip

111 Clarendon Street, Southbank 3006
P: (03) 8102 0200    
www.raywhitesouthbank.com.au

Specialists in Southbank Apartments     www.southbankresidential.com.au     Phone :  964 50 800 
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Renovation

What’s On: September 2021
Community Calendar

UNTIL SEPTEMBER 30

Connor’s Run

While the run normally takes place in 
person,  a ‘Your Way, Any Day’ version 
of the event invites anyone to challenge 
themselves from home and raise money 
for paediatric brain cancer. 

connorsrun.com/home

Melbourne Writers Festival Digital

Some of the world’s essential literary 
voices brought to you via video, from 
Pulitzer winners to exhilarating debut 
authors to the most talked-about novelists 
of the year. Running until September 15.

mwf.com.au/program/

Southbank Sustainability Group  

A growing group of green and sustain-
ability enthusiasts who usually meet up 
at Boyd on the first and third Saturday of 
each month. Connect via Facebook for 
more information and educational tips!

Facebook: SouthbankSustainabilityGroup

Bearbrass Probus

Bearbrass Probus caters to retirees in 
Southbank, Docklands and the CBD and 
hosts regular events for locals to connect. 
To see what events are on offer online 
during lockdowns, visit the website: 

bearbrassprobus.org

Shop direct - South Melb Market

Southbankers can order direct to their 
doors on market days (Wed, Fri, Sat and 
Sun). If you don’t need same-day delivery, 
you can select a future market day from 
the calendar instead. Delivery is a flat fee 
of $15. 

southmelbournemarket.com.au

TUESDAYS @ 6.30PM

Rotary Club of Southbank

Rotary Club of Southbank usually meets 
weekly at the Mission to Seafarers build-
ing, but continues to meet online during 
COVID-19 lockdowns. Visitors welcome.

southbank.org.au

Talk to Southbank News owner Sean Car 
t 0433 930 484  
e sean@hyperlocalnews.com.au 
about how to customise your campaign to 
our audience every month.
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raywhitesouthbank.com.au

Call us on 8102 0200 or email us via southbank.vic@raywhite.com to book an appraisal 
for sale or rental. Visit raywhitesouthbank.com.au for more details.

Virtual Inspections Available  
Scan the QR code

306/1213 Centre Road, Oakleigh South
$425,000 - $465,000 Max Hui

1406/89 Gladstone Street, South Melbourne
$550,000 - $590,000 Trent Bonnici

4001/220 Spencer Street, Melbourne
$520,000 - $540,000 Trent Bonnici

203A/8 Pearl River Road, Docklands
$380,000 - $415,000 Max Hui

Level 26/7 Riverside Quay, Southbank
Contact Agent Georgina Zeneldin

202/67 Poath Road, Murrumbeena
$495,000 - $540,000 Max Hui

1501/89 Gladstone Street, South Melbourne
$440,000 - $480,000 Trent Bonnici

22/88 Wells Street, Southbank
Contact Agent Michael Pastrikos

3010/1 Freshwater Place, Southbank
Contact Agent Michael Pastrikos

13/57 Chapel Street, St Kilda
$295,000 - $320,000 Austen Kosasih

Level 65/70 Southbank Blvd, Southbank
Contact Agent Max Hui

2808B/250 Spencer Street, Melbourne
$600,000 - $660,000 Trent Bonnici

4311/35 Queensbridge Street, Southbank
$500,000 - $550,000 Max Hui

11/4a Lansdowne Street St Kilda East
$585,000 - $640,000 Georgina Zeneldin

Michael Pastrikos: 0404 282 864
Max Hui: 0430 238 021
Austen Kosasih: 0432 750 774
Tommy-Lee Davies: 0416 823 173
Georgina Zeneldin: 0481 577 772
Trent Bonnici: 0402 670 441


