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“Professional beggars”
target the city, but police
focus on those genuinely
experiencing homelessness
A small number of “professional beggars” who are
not legitimate rough sleepers are targeting the city
and Southbank however authorities say they are
gearing their efforts to people in genuine need.
words by Brendan Rees
SAFETY & SECURITY

Boyd turns 10!
Photo by Murray Enders

The City of Melbourne and Victoria
Police confirmed a small group of
people was travelling into the CBD
to beg on the streets despite having
accommodation, with much of this
activity reported to be taking place
along Southbank Promenade.
A Southbank Safety and Security
Committee meeting held in June
between the City of Melbourne, local
police, community members, and
stakeholders heard that some beggars
“actually have homes” but were operating “as a gang” in the city’s streets,
with one understood to be earning up
to $1000 a day.
The meeting discussed how generous passers-by would give away a
few coins to appease their guilt, but
the outcome “would be much better”
directing that money to a genuine
homelessness charity.
Victoria Police Inspector Jamie
Templeton said while police had the
ability to enforce against begging,
“we predominantly focus our efforts
on ensuring those genuinely experiencing homelessness are connected
to appropriate support services”.
Insp. Templeton said uniformed
police and PSOs were regularly supported by specialist resources from
the Mounted Branch, Dog Squad,
Public Order Response Team, Water

The heritage former girls school turned heart and soul of the ever-evolving
Southbank community, the Boyd Community Hub celebrates its 10th birthday
from 4pm to 6pm on July 7 with a party filled with family-friendly activities.

Concerns raised as millions earmarked
for open space reallocated to Greenline
words by David Schout
PLANNING

More than $6 million of developer contributions set aside
for public open space in Southbank has been reallocated
to the City of Melbourne’s “city-shaping” $300 million
Greenline trail after a last-minute budget change.
The move led one councillor to say he was “nervous
about the reallocation” of funds and concerned that the
“public open space reserve” — a pool of cash from developers used to create new community public spaces — was
not delivering in the short-term.
In a recent review process of the now-endorsed 202223 budget, the City of Melbourne became aware that the
$9 million it planned to draw from the reserve to fund the
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Plans finalised to
overhaul intersection

B

Kings Way undercroft project in Southbank was not, in
fact, an appropriate use of funds.
The northern end of the undercroft is owned by the
Victorian Government rather than the council, and the
project (which includes a recently opened dog park) was
therefore not eligible.
As a result, the council decided to fund the undercroft
project itself, however it opted to reallocate the $9 million from the open space reserve to unspecified aspects of
Greenline ($6.2 million), parks renewal ($2 million) and
tree planting and replacement ($800,000).
Cr Rohan Leppert said that while the last-minute
changes were “technically” acceptable, he was concerned
about where the funds were now going.
Continued on page 9.
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Police and Divisional Response Units
“to patrol the city, target crime and
provide reassurance to the community about their safety”.
“Anyone who commits criminal or
anti-social behaviour that puts the
community at risk can expect a swift
response from police.”
Professional begging was brought
into the spotlight in 2019 after police
charged a group of Chinese nationals
with begging and possessing property suspected of being the proceeds of
crime during a targeted operation,
sparking public outrage.
The City of Melbourne said it was
aware of the behaviour, but “professional begging” was a matter for
Victoria Police.
“Every Melburnian deserves access
to safe and secure housing. We’re
continuing to work closely with
relevant agencies and Victoria Police
to support people experiencing
homelessness and help connect them
with essential services,” a City of
Melbourne spokesperson said.
The City of Melbourne has a daily
support team which provides proactive, on-street support for people
sleeping rough and its members
“know most of them by name” with
about 60 to 90 people currently
sleeping rough in the municipality.
“It is one of [the] council’s top
priorities to provide more safe and
supported
Continued on page 3.
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Population doubles in a decade as census reveals
Southbank to be a young, multicultural hub
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Southbank’s population has more than doubled
during the past 10 years, and two-thirds of locals are aged in their 20s and 30s according to
the 2021 national census.
The data, released in June after more than 25
million Australians sat down in August last year
to fill out the detailed country-wide survey, gave
another interesting snapshot of postcode 3006.
It revealed Southbank (and South Wharf) to
be a far more multicultural and tertiary-educated hub compared with the state and national
average.
The census, completed nationally every five
years, showed that Southbank continued to be
an area that young people flock to, with twothirds of the local population (66 per cent) aged
between 20 and 39.
The average Victorian suburb has far fewer
people in this age bracket (28 per cent).
Southbank also continues to be an area of
growth and has more than doubled its population in the past decade.
The 2011 census revealed that the number
of people living in the area was 11,302, while
in 2021 the figure reached 22,699 people living
locally.
The data, revealed by the Australia Bureau of
Statistics, showed that Southbank continued to
be a hugely multicultural suburb.
Just one-third of locals were born in
Australia, far fewer than nationwide average
where two-thirds of people living in Australia
were born here.
In Southbank, the top five countries of birth
outside of Australia are India (9.4 per cent),
China (8.9 per cent), Colombia (3.9 per cent),
Malaysia (3.6 per cent) and England (3 per cent).
Given the area’s age demographic, it was perhaps unsurprising that six in 10 Southbankers
currently attending an educational institution

▲ Two-thirds of Southbankers are aged between 20 and 39 according to latest census data.

were undertaking tertiary study (defined as
either university or higher education, or vocational education including TAFE and private
training providers).
This was considerably higher than the national average of 23 per cent.
The area has far fewer school-aged children
than a typical Australian suburb; only 697
Southbankers —or around 10 per cent of those
attending an educational institution — were
primary or secondary school students.
That figure is usually around 50 per cent (of
those receiving an education) in a typical area
around the nation.
One of the headline revelations of the latest
census was the nation-wide further shift away
from religion.
Across Australia, 39 per cent of people ticked
the “no religion” box, which represented an
increase from 30 per cent in 2016 and 22 per
cent a decade ago.
But this was even higher in Southbank, with
almost half the total population (46 per cent)
identifying no religious affiliation.
Another key national takeout from the 2021
census was that millennials (those born between 1981 and 1995) now match baby boomers
(those born between 1946 and 1965) in number;
each accounting for 21.5 per cent of the nation’s
25.5 million residents.

Unsurprisingly within Southbank, the boomer figure is significantly smaller and is now less
than 10 per cent.
2021 census snapshots: Southbank
• Population 22,699 (more than double the
11,302 recorded in 2011)
• 66 per cent aged between 20 and 39
(compared with 28 per cent in that age
bracket in Victoria)
• 33 per cent born in Australia (India, China,
Colombia, Malaysia and England the top
five next-highest)
• 28 per cent of people aged over 15 are
married (compared with 47 per cent
nationally)
• 68 per cent of couples don’t have children
(18 per cent have children)
• 67 per cent of population rent their
dwelling (compared with 29 per cent
across Victoria)
• $411 median weekly rent (compared with
$370 across Victoria)
• 1.8 average number of people per household
(compared with 2.5 across Victoria)
• 60 per cent of those attending an education
institution tertiary students (national
average of 23 per cent)
• 73 per cent have “no long-term health
condition” (60 per cent nationally)
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“Professional beggars” target the city, but police
focus on those genuinely experiencing homelessness

COUNCIL AFFAIRS

Continued from page 1.
accommodation for people who are sleeping
rough on our city streets,” the council said, as
it embarks on redeveloping 602 Little Bourke
St into 50 studio units to help reduce homelessness in the CBD. Unison Housing will manage
the accommodation when it is completed in
2023.
In March 2021, sister publication CBD News
reported that legal groups had called ... begging,
arguing begging offences caused vulnerable
people to be unnecessarily caught within the
justice system.
However, this was opposed by Victoria Police,
who warned it could not regulate “professional
beggars” in the CBD without the law.
Southbank police commander Senior
Sergeant Alex O’Toole said there had been
a shift of people experiencing homelessness
coming over to Southbank.
“It’s not an easy issue, it’s very complicated
because it takes a lot of different stakeholders
to try and break that cycle,” she said.
“Police work in conjunction with the City
of Melbourne, the Salvation Army and other
services to do as much as possible where we
identify people as being homeless to be able to
put them into housing and in touch with the
relevant services.”
The Yarra River Business Association said
while it had empathy for those who were sleeping rough on the streets, “it’s not a good look for
the Southbank business area to have beggars at
key points,” and any suggestion that professional beggars were targeting residents and visitors
was “quite disturbing”.
CBD-based Salvation Army welfare worker
Major Brendan Nottle said his team had “definitely not” seen “that sort of organised begging
like we saw a few years ago with the Chinese
beggars”.
However, he said there was a group of people

City of Melbourne
CEO reappointed

who had accommodation and were begging in
the city as they struggled to make ends meet.
“Our concern is when that group becomes
aggressive within their begging, it can be very
unsettling for people [who] are in the city for
work or visiting,” he said, but added this group
was limited to less than 10 that they were aware
of.
“We certainly don’t want people thinking all
beggars are in that category.”
Maj Nottle said another group he had seen
begging in the city was supported by the
Supported Residential Services, which provides
accommodation and support for Victorians.
“They’ve often got an acquired brain injury
or a form of complex disability, and in some cases they are spending up to 87 per cent of their
income on accommodation,” he said.
“That group will end up begging for things
like cigarettes … or money they can put on their
Myki card.”
“They’re a group that needs our support and
care, not our judgement, because in those particular cases they’re living pretty sad lives.”
“They just don’t have the additional money …
all their money is going into rent.”

Major Nottle said beggars were also in
Southbank, not just the Hoddle Grid.
The City of Melbourne provides funding to
the Salvation Army’s Night Café and Frontyard
Youth Services, and recently committed further
funding to support the reintroduction of the
Salvation Army’s Youth Street Teams.
The Council to Homeless Persons’ CEO
Jenny Smith said cost-of-living pressure and
rental hikes were pushing some people to the
brink.
“People on JobSeeker, those on the lowest
income of $321 per week are facing a minimum
rental in a rooming house of $220 per week;
leaving $14 a day for everything else,” she said.
“In those circumstances, begging to have
more money for food, clothes and transport
may be the safest available option.”
Ms Smith said people experiencing homelessness may be low income working families,
older people squeezed out of the rental market,
women and children escaping a violent home,
or people with a disability or illness.
“But what they all need is affordable, safe
homes. That’s why we need to build more social
housing, and lift income support payments.”

•

In what he described as “a vote of confidence” in
his leadership, the council’s CEO Justin Hanney
has been reappointed to the city’s top job for a
further four years.
At a council meeting on Tuesday, June 28,
councillors endorsed the reappointment of Mr
Hanney as CEO, extending the end term of his
contract to June 30, 2026.
Mr Hanney became CEO in 2019 and led
the organisation through the challenges of
COVID-19, working with a new councillor
group during the pandemic to embark on what
the council described as the “most ambitious
four-year plan in its history as the city bounces
back from the pandemic”.
A statement released by the council on June
30 following Mr Hanney’s reappointment said
the CEO had “worked tirelessly with his team
to deliver city-shaping initiatives and impactful
programs that will help to facilitate the growth
of Melbourne’s economy as it recovers from
COVID-19.”
Mr Hanney, a resident of the CBD, said he
“could not be prouder to continue ensuring
Melbourne remains the best place to live, work
and study.”
“We have embarked on the most ambitious
four-year plan in the council’s history to reignite our city and support hundreds of thousands of traders, workers, and residents, along
with the millions of visitors we welcome every
year,” he said.
“My reappointment is a vote of confidence
not only in me as the CEO but more importantly the organisation, and the 1600 committed
workforce and hundreds of contractors who
commit themselves every day to Melbourne.”
Lord Mayor Sally Capp said Mr Hanney’s reappointment assured stability through the next
council election cycle and described him as an
“exceptional leader”.

•
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Plans finalised to overhaul dangerous Power St-City Rd
intersection, but community still holds concerns
According to data from
the DoT, there have been
seven collisions at the
intersection in the five
years to June 2020, one
of which involved a
B-double truck.

words by Brendan Rees
TRANSPORT

Much-anticipated designs to upgrade the notorious City Rd-Power St intersection have been
finalised which the state government maintains
will “work for every road user”.
Several changes will be made to the intersection under a $3.8 million overhaul with works
to begin later this year, but the community
still has fears that until trucks are banned, the
intersection will pose a safety risk.
The overhaul comes after a truck hit and
injured five people in a horrific incident in May
last year, prompting the community to launch
a petition calling for all heavy vehicles to be
removed along the dangerous stretch of road.
Following an extensive investigation along
with consultation with the community, the
designs for the intersection include shifting
and realigning all lanes on City Rd as well as
widening the footpath to allow more room for
large trucks to turn, which many use to access
the nearby Westgate Freeway.
The left-turn lane on City Rd would also be
extended to reduce congestion between drivers
turning into Power St and those travelling
straight.
Safety bollards will also be installed, and the
pedestrian crossing shifted to create more space
between pedestrians and road users.
While the community has welcomed the plan
as a step forward in improving safety, it strongly believed removing heavy vehicles would be
the “ultimate answer”.
Southbank Residents Association president
Tony Penna said the final design “certainly goes
some way to addressing safety concerns” but
“trucks need to come off that intersection”.
“That’s the ultimate answer, but the interim
solution that they are proposing will certainly
make it safer,” he said.
This sentiment was also shared by Monash
University Accident Research Centre Senior
Research Fellow Dr David Logan who said as
far as he could see the upgrade plan “will substantially improve safety for pedestrians at the
intersection.”
But he added, “The issue that remains is
that the plan still centres on facilitating heavy
vehicle movements and therefore unavoidably
compromises the amenity of the area for pedestrians and cyclists.”
The Southbank3006 residents’ group said in
addition to its concerns with heavy vehicles using the intersection, it also feared speed would
be a factor as drivers negotiated a wider turning
arc onto Power St, compromising the safety of
pedestrians.
Southbank3006’s spokesperson Jannine

↥
▲ (Top) A graphic showing the new-look City Rd intersection and (bottom) residents welcome the major upgrade to the City
Rd-Power St intersection, but are will calling for trucks to be banned. Photo: Murray Enders.

Pattison said the issue among other concerns
was discussed during a forum between the
Department of Transport (DoT) and the community on June 27.
“On the whole, I welcome the upgrades, but
have always maintained it is part of a bigger
picture,” she said.
“Too many vehicles use City Rd as a thoroughfare to avoid the City Link toll, it would be
interesting to run a study or survey and see how
many vehicles exit the freeway at Power St only
to rejoin it after Batman Ave.”
Ms Pattison said questions also remained
around the need for the current parking spaces
on City Rd, which residents believed “could be
removed to facilitate better traffic flow.”

“I think light sequencing will play an important part in keeping everyone safe, and it was
suggested that lights remain red for all road
traffic while pedestrians cross over Power St,
much like the light sequence on Flinders St.”
The forum heard that works would take between 12 to 16 weeks and involve night works,
with completion anticipated in February 2023.
Another community forum is expected to be
held closer to when the works begin.
Roads and Road Safety Minister Ben Carroll
said the upgrade was critical in making the
intersection safer.
“This is an extremely busy, high-density area
of Melbourne used by all road users including
heavy vehicles who cannot use the CityLink

tunnel, so it was vital we got the design right,”
he said.
“These significant upgrades will completely
transform this busy Southbank intersection –
delivering a safer crossing for pedestrians and
more space for heavy vehicles to navigate.”
Temporary measures including concrete
blocks, plastic bollards and planter boxes,
markings and signs warning of turning trucks,
and sensors to reduce pedestrian waiting times
were introduced last year.
The DoT will continue to work with the City
of Melbourne, the freight industry, residents,
traders on the major upgrade.
According to data from the DoT, there have
been seven collisions at the intersection in the
five years to June 2020, one of which involved
a B-double truck.
Southbank3006 will meet with the City of
Melbourne’s transport planning strategy team
on July 6 to follow up on and further discuss
issues and questions that arose from the
community forum.
“This is a great step towards aligning
community needs with council and government bodies,” Ms Pattison said.
“Southbank3006 will continue to engage
with and listen to our community and follow
through on our promise to advocate for what is
important to Southbank residents.”

•
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Southbank3006 pitches bold plan to improve culture and liveability of Southbank
words by Brendan Rees
PLANNING

A new off-leash dog park in front of ACCA
could be on the cards for Southbank after residents’ group Southbank3006 pitched a bold
plan to the City of Melbourne in ways to revitalise the precinct.
The proposal was raised at the council’s June
23 meeting which heard from various members
of the community giving feedback on the draft
Budget 2022-23.
Southbank3006’s president David Hamilton
spoke passionately about the need to create
more open space in the neighbourhood –
which the group described in its submission
as “low-hanging fruit” to improve Southbank’s
liveability.
This included transforming the “desolate
wasteland of granitic sand area” (at the site
adjacent to ACCA) into a grassed dog park accessible for residents across Southbank Village,
the Melbourne Arts Precinct and Kavanagh St.
The site is not managed by the council, but
Mr Hamilton said Southbank3006 would work
with ACCA and the council in making the
proposed dog park a reality for 2023, which he
told the council meeting was a space that can
be used “quite much more productively than it
is at present.”
“The problem is that according to council
policy, we should have 42 hectares of open
space in Southbank. The reality is we’ve got
five. And when we did some quick calculations,
that’s $800 million required in capital works
just to build the space,” he said.
“So, we therefore need to think far more
creatively and innovatively about open space in

▲ Southbank3006 has proposed to transform a space next to Australian Centre for Contemporary Art into a dog park.

Southbank.”
Mr Hamilton, who was joined by
Southbank3006’s
vice-president
Jannine
Pattison in their presentation to the council,
also proposed to activate Southbank Blvd by
creating a farmers’ market as part of reigniting
Melbourne “to feature the diversity of life in
Southbank”
It also wants the council to establish an annual Southbank Carnival recognising the area’s
diversity and bringing people together and out
of their vertical villages among other proposals,
which Lord Mayor Sally Capp said were some
“excellent ideas”.
Mr Hamilton said while Southbank3006
welcomed the council’s commitment to developing a park in Dodds St, it believed it would
better be delivered as a public art space and a
site for a farmers’ market.
The idea for a four-legged friendly facility
would be in addition to an off-leash dog park
being considered by the City of Melbourne as
part of stage six of the Southbank Boulevard
project.
Concept plans show a proposed fenced,
off-lead dog park would be situated on the

north-eastern corner of the City Rd intersection, with scoping and feasibility work on the
project beginning next year.
The council confirmed this development
after the proposed dog park was left out of a review of dogs in open space report in June, with
the council ultimately approving seven existing
parks to be used as off-leash areas for dogs at
across the municipality either as a timed-access
or fenced off.
The only space listed was the new off-leash
dog park at the corner of Kings Way and Moray
St, prompting Southbank Residents’ Association
president Tony Penna to question councillors at
their June 7 meeting as to whether the planned
dog park in the Southbank Boulevard concept
plan would come to fruition.
However, the council said formal recognition
of a new dog park would be made once construction was completed.
A City of Melbourne spokesperson said
the council was committed to ensuring adequate access to dog park facilities across the
municipality.
“This includes progressing plans for an
off-leash dog park as part of the Southbank

Boulevard project, following the recent completion of the Southern Undercroft dog park on
City Rd,” the spokesperson said.
While the new off-leash dog park has been
well received, concerns have been raised the
space was too small and not functional.
Mr Penna told the council that while he
welcomed the new dog park, “it is noted that
compared to other areas of the municipality,
Southbank dog owners don’t have access to the
same high-quality space.”
Meanwhile, the council will install signs at
Boyd Park – which has become popular as a
grassed off-leash area – directing dog owners to
the new dog park at the Kingsway undercroft.
In response to Southbank 3006’s feedback, a
council report said $17.5 million in the 2022–23
Budget and $75 million had been allocated over
the next four years for open space acquisition
including in Southbank.
“This major initiative recognises the challenge of increasing populations and population
density, and relative low provision of open
space in these areas and is a commitment by
council to address the challenge,” it said.
The council has completed the first stage of
consultation for neighbourhood planning in
Southbank with the findings to be presented in
August and September.
Parks approved by council as off-leash dog areas include Manningham Reserve in Parkville,
Wellington Park in East Melbourne, Point Park
and Ron Barassi Snr Park in Docklands, Eades
Park in West Melbourne, Riverside Park in
Kensington. Murchison Square in Carlton was
considered but removed with the council to
consult further with the community.
For more details on Southbank3006’s revitalisation plan, read its regular column on page 21.

•

Two local traders and friends capture life in lockdown with launch of book
words by Brendan Rees
ARTS & CULTURE

A new book capturing Melbourne’s life in lockdown is a “reminder that we should not forget
what we were willing to endure for each other,”
says its contributor Jaye Chin-Dusting of Mary
Martin Bookshop.
The popular Southbank ookshop owner
teamed up with her friend and Queen Victoria
Market (QVM) Intone Photography stallholder
Tony Pierrakos to create a book titled STILL
Melbourne, a collection of images taken during
Melbourne’s marathon lockdowns which saw
the city’s once thriving streets turned into a
ghost town.
Mr Pierrakos, a street photographer, took the
photographs after embarking on many solitary
walks through the city, which he collected and
put aside.
That was until Ms Chin-Dusting flicked
through the pages of his work and was deeply
moved by what she saw.
Describing his images as “artworks of a
remarkable time,” Ms Chin-Dusting urged Mr
Pierrakos to “put this collection together” in a
book form.
So, they did.

▲ Mary Martin Bookshop owner Jaye Chin-Dusting and Queen Victoria Market Intone Photography stallholder Tony
Pierrakos with their new book, STILL Melbourne.

Ms Chin-Dusting contributed the words
with the book’s designer Jo Lauritz of Juice
Graphics being the “final piece of the puzzle”
before it was sent off to the presses.
Sectioned into three distinct themes – cityscape, people and feel – the coffee table-style
book captures the extraordinary time when
despite it all, Melbourne remained the city they

love.
“This was a real team effort, without Jaye, I’d
say these photos would still be on my computer,” Mr Pierrakos said.
“These are photos that suit a book, not exactly something that you can frame and make
a wall art.”
He said after 20 years at the market, he had

trouble sleeping because of the gruelling lockdowns so “next thing you know, I’m out taking
photos in the middle of the night … so that’s
what I did for two years.”
Mr Pierrakos said he was “so proud” of the
book, which was split into three sections:
Melbourne, motion, and mood.
“It’s not a book about the lockdown, it’s a
book of photos during the lockdown – that’s the
difference,” he said.
“Some parts of it are empty streets and other
parts are people wearing masks walking around
the streets.”
With a foreword written by Lord Mayor Sally
Capp, STILL Melbourne is a project of love,
supported by fellow small businesses and QVM
management.
“The reaction has been great, people have
loved it,” Mr Pierrakos said.
Ms Chin Dusting said the book “reminds us
of how resilient, stoic, patient we each were.”
“I believe every Melburnian will deeply relate
to, and one many curious passers-by will savour,
as it provides a glimpse of a Melbourne that
while staying still, remained the city we still
deeply loved.”
STILL Melbourne is available exclusively at
Intone Photography (String Bean Alley) and the
Mary Martin Bookshops.

•
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23/161 Sturt St, Southbank
108/173 City Rd, Southbank
1211/283 City Rd, Southbank
801/109 Clarendon St, Southbank
16 Nicholson St, South Yarra

$4,300,000
$990,000
$808,000
$800,000
$668,800
$665,000
$625,000
$582,500
$580,000
$485,000
$320,000
Contact Agent

Off Market Sale - No Marketing
Sold at Auction
Sold at Auction
Sold at Auction
Private Sale
Sold at Auction
Private Sale
Private Sale
Off Market Sale - No Marketing
Private Sale
Private Sale
Sold at Auction

Thinking of selling or buying? Contact Michael today.
0404 282 864 | michael.pastrikos@raywhite.com | scan QR code
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Concerns raised as millions
earmarked for open space
reallocated to Greenline
Continued from page 1.

Council looks to solve “really
difficult” Queens Bridge traffic issues
words by David Schout
TRANSPORT

Queensbridge St is Melbourne’s most-complained about
thoroughfare since the introduction of separated bike
lanes, and the City of Melbourne has proposed ways to
ensure a smoother traffic flow across the river.
Congestion has risen on the prominent street, which
connects the Hoddle Grid with Southbank, since the introduction of the cycling lanes which saw motor vehicle
access cut from two lanes each way down to one.
The average daily volume of commuters travelling
northbound has now more than doubled compared with
2018, which the council said was a double-edge sword.
“Community feedback has included concern about traffic congestion and appreciation for the safer bike lanes,” a
recent case study reported.
Bike usage on Queensbridge St has gone up a whopping
186 per cent compared with the pre-COVID baseline,
with safer infrastructure attracting new riders.
However, the street, which is also a prominent tram and
bus route, has seen congestion sharply rise because of the
changed conditions.
It was a prominent case study within the council’s recent
Transport Strategy 2030 update — an item that received
significant attention at the June 7 Future Melbourne
Committee meeting due to the now-enacted proposal to
pause the bike lane rollout within the CBD for 12 months.
Lord Mayor Sally Capp said prior to the meeting that
the street was the biggest source of discontent, as it was
experiencing congestion particularly during the afternoon peak.
“I think the biggest focus has been Queens Bridge,” she
told ABC radio.
“And that is a really difficult challenge in our transport
network because we’re not looking to expand Queens

Bridge, in fact we can’t because of the narrowness of
the laneways that it goes into on the Southbank side, but
also the spaghetti junction that exists (at William St into
Queensbridge St).”
To alleviate congestion and improve the flow of traffic
onto Queens Bridge, the council was now considering
introducing a southbound dedicated bus lane in the southern portion of Queen St in the CBD.
It hoped that this, along with signs advising drivers of
changed conditions ahead, would have the effect of dispersing southbound traffic onto King St (an arterial road)
sooner, and provide a smoother flow from the Hoddle
Grid to Southbank.
“[It is about] identifying some streets as really being
there for public transport and bike lane prioritisation,” Cr
Capp explained.
“Cars can still travel there, but we’re saying that if you’re
in a hurry, think about Kings Way, think about Spencer St
into Clarendon [St] where cars are prioritised. This is a
way of sharing transport modes around the city — they
can’t all fit at maximum rates on every single road.”
The Queens Bridge upgrades completed in June 2021
saw protected cycling lanes installed both north-bound
into the Hoddle Grid and south-bound into Southbank.
Prior to the installation, the council said the intersection at Flinders St into Queensbridge St was “known by
cyclists as a tricky spot to navigate” and they were “proud
to make it safer”.
Queens Bridge itself was determined to be the preferred
river crossing connecting south of the city, rather than
Clarendon St which is identified as a main traffic route.
The council has said that while there were “a substantial
number of complaints” about the bike lanes initially, “this
has reduced”.
Cr Capp said there were no plans to remove or change
the new bike lanes on Queens Bridge.

•

“I’m quite nervous about the reallocation of the open space fund,
but happy to go with it now because
I think it’s the only thing we can
do,” he said at a Future Melbourne
Committee meeting on June 23.
“I do think that we’ve found some
projects that are technically suitable
for the open space fund, like replanting of trees in existing parks and
nominally putting an amount aside
for Greenline. But we don’t yet know
what those Greenline funds will be
for.”
Greenline is one of the council’s
most significant projects in decades
and proposes a six-metre-wide pathway along the Yarra River’s north
bank from Birrarung Marr all the
way to the Bolte Bridge.
The council wants the Victorian
and Commonwealth governments to
each pump $100 million into what it
calls a “city-shaping” project.
However there were concerns
about whether the project was the
most appropriate use of the public
open space reserve.
The reserve is a significant pool
of funds from developers who must,
should they not contribute adequate
land as part of a new project, pay a
fixed public open space contribution
for new projects.
In areas like Southbank and the
CBD, this amounts to around seven
per cent of the site value.
The council can then allocate the
funds in order to “to create community public spaces”.
Cr Leppert said that the primary
objective of the developer-funded
reserve was to ensure new open space
for areas that particularly required it.
Southbank, for example, is one of
the most densely populated suburbs
in Australia and its lack of open
space has long been a source of angst
among local residents.
“I’m nervous that developers who
have been contributing for many,
many years into the public open
space reserve specifically for the
purpose of new public open space
for growing populations, that in the
short-term we’re not actually going
to be directing those funds solely to
new open spaces,” he said.
“We’ve done that now because we
have to make sure we’ve got a budget,
and we only found out recently about
the undercroft issue. But I consider
this a holding pattern.”
“We need to continually review the

governance around the public open
space reserve and make sure that
every cent that we’ve collected in that
open space reserve is going to one of
the most critical issues we have in
this municipality, especially in the
dense areas, and putting those funds
towards new open space.”
When contacted by Southbank
News the City of Melbourne could
not answer what aspects of Greenline
the funds had now been allocated
towards.
It said that budgets for the undercroft and Greenline projects remained unchanged and that the only
change was to the funding stream the
council would draw on.
The council added that it was
delivering on its commitment to
provide more green and open spaces
in Southbank, with $25 million allocated over the next four years.
As part of its 2021-22 budget, the
City of Melbourne allocated $20 million towards “new Southbank open
space”, while a further $5 million
was planned for the 2022-23 financial
year, to redress the critical shortage
of green space in the area.
Cr Leppert said the $25 million
was still in the council’s budget.
“We’ve still got the $25 million
in our budget for Southbank open
space, which is this year and next,
and a lot of this year’s, of course, will
be rolled forward; as soon as those
opportunities arise to pursue new
open space in Southbank we will be
grabbing them.”
“We can discuss that at another
time.”
But while last year’s funding
announcement has been welcomed
by the community, Southbank
Residents’ Association (SRA) president Tony Penna feared that, with
most of Southbank almost entirely
developed, the funding was “too little, too late”.
“I can’t see where the council will
find any land suitable for conversion
to open space, with the exception of
the concept plan to cover the Burnley
Tunnel, as outlined in the Southbank
Structure Plan 2010, and create open
space behind Melbourne Square.
Maybe this $20 million should be
allocated to getting that off the
ground?” he said.
“There are hardly any undeveloped
lots remaining in Southbank and
those that are there already have approved developments.”
For more, read SRA’s regular column on page 23.

•

Your local doctor & physio
Women's Health
Men's Health
Vaccinations
Skin Checks

Mental Health
Preventative Health
Mother & Baby Checks
Physiotherapy

Make an appointment via phone or online.
38 Albert Road, South Melbourne VIC 3205
(03) 9111 8959
reception@albertroadgp.com.au
albertroadgp.com.au
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FREE AT-HOME COVID-19 VACCINATIONS
Getting your booster doses when they are due will help boost your protection from
COVID-19 even further, especially during winter and flu season.
Free at-home COVID-19 vaccinations are available for people aged 60 and over.
An at-home appointment means a healthcare professional (such as a doctor or nurse)
will visit your home to give you a COVID-19 vaccine.
Boost your protection and book an at-home appointment call the COVID-19 hotline on
1800 675 398 and press 0 for an interpreter.

免费在家接种新冠疫苗

在应该注射疫苗加强针时完成注射，将有助于进一步增强人体对新冠病毒的免疫，尤其是在冬季和
流感季节。
年满60周岁的人士可免费在家接种新冠疫苗。在家接种表示医务人员（如医生或护士）将上门为您
注射新冠疫苗。
加强保护，预约在家接种服务。
请拨打新冠热线，号码1800 675 398，按0，接通翻译。

coronavirus.vic.gov.au/vaccine
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Council’s night-time
committee extended for
another year
COUNCIL AFFAIRS

▲ Beulah’s David Monaghan presents to the YRBA.

Beulah’s “redefining”
vision for Southbank
words by Sean Car
PLANNING

•

Getting into the cyclist mindset
words by Rhonda Dredge
TRANSPORT

A council engineer once said that cyclists were
like water – give them a path and they’ll flow
down it.
There has been some resistance, however,
to diversions to the Yarra Capital City Trail to
avoid the riverbank.
Two months ago, a sign went up by the Swan
Street Bridge saying, “Try the new Southbank
bike route.”
The sign gives helpful distances to William
St, Crown Casino, South Melbourne and
Docklands.
During a day of monitoring cyclist behaviour
in June, Southbank News did not see one rider
opt for this deviation off the main Yarra Trail
and the small sample interviewed was sceptical. ▲ Signage encouraging cyclists to take the new route.
“I ride through just after 6am to the city,”
one commuter told Southbank News. “There’s
cyclists were forced to ride on the soft, gritty
no-one around.”
Emma, the commuter, moved to Richmond surface of the Tan or brave the traffic of City
so she could ride to the city along the river. She’s Rd.
The trail then follows Lithgow Avenue,
a working mum and her time is precious.
At the beginning of July an even bigger sign crosses St Kilda Rd then links up with the track
went up that was more commanding: “Use new on Southbank Boulevard.
This section is finally complete, with the
bike route”. Emma continued to ignore it.
Are cyclists bloody-minded or doesn’t the council having wrested the space out of the
hands of construction sites.
alternative route shape up?
No self-respecting cyclist would have venThe “new” Southbank bike route was completed at the time work began on the riverbank tured down Southbank Boulevard in the past
beneath Hamer Hall, which narrows the foot- with the nightmare of criss-crossing, temporary tracks that have dominated the area beyond
path down to a width of about one metre.
This area in front of the Saké restaurant has Sturt St for quite some time.
The diversion then follows Southbank
become a bottleneck and cyclists are advised to
Boulevard down to Queensbridge Square on the
dismount.
In the interests of safety, Southbank News has river, thus cutting out the busy section in front
followed the new alternative and assessed it in of Southgate and Riverside Quay.
Is it a viable alternative? Yes, if you are headterms of viability from the point of view of a
ing towards Docklands and want to stop off at a
cyclist in a hurry.
The Southbank bike route turns off at the gallery on the way.
No, if you’re a commuter to the city, because
Swan Street Bridge, crosses City Rd then follows a new section running beside the Tan to of the waiting time at the three major intersections on Southbank Boulevard between St
link up with Linlithgow Avenue.
This is a major improvement. Previously Kilda Rd and the river.

•

•

Vegie Tribe

A pay by weight all you can eat vegan eatery
with Australia’s largest variety of plant-based,
otherworldly delicacies rotating daily. Something
for everyone! Vegie Tribe has grown its roots in
the heart of Melbourne’s bustling CBD, bringing
with it the largest variety of healthy, meat-free
dining options unlike any other.

Vegie Tribe

34-36 Little La Trobe Street, Melbourne
03 9639 7358
www.vegietribe.com.au
@vegietribe

Supporting
business

CYP-BS00309

A Yarra River Business Association (YRBA)
luncheon on June 23 was given an insight
into developer Beulah International’s grand
vision to expand Southbank’s offering beyond
Southbank Promenade by redefining amenity
and retail for both residents and visitors.
Beulah International is the developer behind
STH BNK by Beulah – a $2.8 billion project
that will deliver Australia’s tallest tower to the
island site encompassing Power St, City Rd
and Southbank Blvd currently occupied by the
BMW showroom.
Hosted by the YRBA at Eureka 89, businesses
heard from the developer’s general manager of
commercial and culture David Monaghan on
June 23, who provided an exciting and in-depth
snapshot of what Southbank could expect.
While Southbank’s visitor economy has
historically been focused on Southbank
Promenade’s various activity centres including
Southgate, Crown Casino, MCEC and South
Wharf, the twin tower project seeks to expand
on that by drawing people in from the river.
A project of “unprecedented scale for
Melbourne, drawing together leading figures in
international design and placemaking to create
a world-class, multi-use development,” Mr
Monaghan told guests that STH BNK sought to
“redefine” city design.
Having recently announced Four Seasons
Hotel as its chosen operator, along with Paris’
Centre Pompidou as its cultural partner, Mr
Monaghan said it continued to test and experiment with new ideas ahead of its planned
completion in 2027.
Having done what many Southbank developers have chosen not to by putting its car
park underground, it has allowed Beulah to
open STH BNK’s podium up to a range of
cutting-edge community, educational, sustainability and retail opportunities.
Notably, Mr Monaghan said the retail component of the project sought to meet increased
consumer demand for more “experience-based”
immersive shopping by harnessing new technologies and embracing sustainability.
He said the project also aspired to both
complement, and add to, Southbank’s Arts
Precinct, while the vertical garden travelling up
the tower’s spine, designed by Cox Architecture
and UN Studio, aspires to feed directly into
Southbank Boulevard and Alexandra Gardens.
Sthbnk.com

All 18 members of the City of Melbourne’s first
Night Time Economy Advisory Committee
(NTEAC) have been reappointed for a further
12 months to continue supporting the city’s
recovery from COVID-19.
The NTEAC was established in 2021 in response to the devastation caused to the city’s
night time economy during the pandemic.
NTEAC met for the first time on June 28, 2021
– just prior to Victoria’s major Delta outbreak
which wouldn’t see lockdowns lifted until late
October.
At a council meeting on May 31, 2022, councillors voted unanimously in favour to extend
the committee’s tenure for a further 12 months
to push forward with its “high-quality strategic
advice on revitalisation measures”.
Councillors acknowledged the “very difficult”
year of rolling lockdowns and restrictions since
the committee was established and that the
group “is continuing to embed its own corporate identity and styles of working.”
As such, the recommendation from council
management included minor amendments to
the committee’s terms of reference, with the
final motion adopted by councillors “empowering the committee” to elect its own chair at its
next meeting.
The NTEAC is currently chaired by Cherry
Bar owner James Young who is one of 13
executive members representing the city’s hospitality, arts and entertainment settings. Other
members include academics, state government
representative Max Coffman and councillors
Roshena Campbell and Jason Chang.
According to the report by council management, 100 per cent of members recently
surveyed regarding the NTEAC’s performance
recorded answers ranging from “somewhat satisfied” to “extremely satisfied.”
“All members have indicated that they would
be prepared to continue for a further term,” the
report stated, which also highlighted an “eagerness” among members to better understand
night time economy best practices and trends
from other leading cities.
Cr Chang told the meeting that it had been
a “privilege” to serve on the committee but
acknowledged that there was “still work to be
done.”
Cr Jamal Hakim, who seconded the motion
on May 31, said that the extension would allow
the NTEAC to move from advocacy into action.
“I know everyone has taken so much time out
of their day and businesses to take part in this
committee, so I really wanted to thank everyone,” he said.
“The pandemic and the lockdowns that we
had during the first year of this committee
meant it was difficult for the committee to act
on its terms of reference and responsibilities
so this is an opportunity to actually move into
action.”
Since its establishments, the NTEAC has developed a number of “key milestones” including
supporting the Melbourne Money and Project
Night Justice programs.
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MOVING INTO MUNRO

HOW AFFORDABLE HOUSING CHANGED THE LIFE OF A LOCAL CREATIVE
By 2040 more than 20,000
new residents will live on Queen
Victoria Market’s doorstep.
The Munro development is the exciting
new addition to the Queen Victoria
Market precinct.
The site is currently home to the
market’s 500-space underground
car park, and will soon be joined by
a library and a line-up of hospitality
businesses, building on the glorious
offerings of the market. But did you
know it’s also home to 54 affordable
housing dwellings?
Affordable housing seeks to meet the
housing needs of those in low and
moderate-income households.
In December 2021, the Munro
development waved hello to residents

from near and far, filling spots in 48
affordable apartments which are
owned and operated by Housing
Choices Australia.
In May, the City of Melbourne also
handed over the keys to an additional
six apartments to the Transport
Accident Commission for special
needs clients.
These affordable apartments have
provided many with a safe and secure
place to call home – making strides
in the City of Melbourne’s Affordable
Housing Strategy for 2020–30.
Local creative and art enthusiast
Chrisentiae Saint-Piaf is one of many
who was delighted to make the move
into the Munro building.
Since moving to her new home on the
doorstep of the market, seconds from

Flagstaff Gardens and a stone’s throw
away from the city and the clinic
where she regularly donates blood,
Chrisentiae said she has experienced a
significant improvement to the quality
of her life.
‘It’s an affordable, safe and secure
home, built with dignity in mind – far
better than anywhere I’ve lived before,’
Chrisentiae said.
As an active member of the local
community and LGBTIQA+ groups,
Christentiae also admires the warm
and welcoming environment among
the building and staff.
‘The festivity of the QVM area breathes
life, fun times and community,’ she
said.
Feeding into her love for literature and
creativity, Chrisentiae is most looking
forward to the Munro Library, set to
open its doors in 2023.
The Munro site is expected to deliver
an estimated $70 million of economic
and community benefit to the growing
city north precinct.
In the coming months new hospitality
venues, including Brick Lane Brewery,
ST.ALI & The Queen, and sushi
outlet Moonfishh will join the Munro
development too, making it the
ultimate hub to live, shop, dine and
dwell.
FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT
melbourne.vic.gov.au/munro

A cosy apartment at Munro Community Hub

Chrisentiae enjoys the community terrace

DID YOU KNOW?
For every $1 invested in
affordable housing, the
community benefits by $3
due to worker retention,
educational benefits,
enhanced human capital,
health cost savings, and
reduced family violence
and crime.

HOW TO MANAGE YOUR FOOD AND GARDEN WASTE
Top items that can and can’t go in the new green-lidded bins:
YES
Council-approved kitchen caddy
liners
Fruit and vegetable scraps
Bread, rice and pasta
Leftover food scraps
Spoiled or rotten food
Solid dairy products (butter,
cheese)
Meat, fish and bones
Soft-shell seafood (prawns,
shrimps, crayfish, lobsters, small
crabs)
We’re providing free kitchen caddies and council-approved compostable liners

Loose coffee grounds and tea
leaves
Eggshells

Around half of the waste produced
by the average City of Melbourne
household is made up of food and
garden organics.
That’s why we’re working hard to
divert this nutrient-rich material
from landfill, where it would produce
harmful gases and contribute to
climate change.
Since we launched our Food and
Garden Organics Service in June
2021, we’ve collected 164,000
bin-loads from 23,000 households,
diverting 1200 tonnes from landfill.
All residential properties in the
municipality of up to five storeys

now have a food and garden organic
collection.

Garden, grass cuttings and
weeds

A pilot to explore collection options
for taller buildings is underway.

Cut flowers and leaves

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT
melbourne.vic.gov.au/
foodgardenwaste

Straw and hay

NO
Biodegradable and compostable
bags and packaging (only use
council-approved caddy liners)
Recyclables and hard plastic
Soft plastics (bags, cling wrap,
chip packets)
Tea bags
Coffee pods, compostable cups
and coffee cups (including items
marked as biodegradable)
Liquids (including cooking oil)
Hard seafood shells (mussels,
oysters, pipis and large crabs)
String, twine, ties, rope and metal
wire
Cotton wool balls and buds
Pet poo and litter
Vacuum dust
Fireplace ash

Wooden icy pole sticks, wooden
chopsticks, toothpicks, skewers
Human hair and animal hair
Dryer lint

DID YOU KNOW?
We are trialing the use of the processed organic
compost on trees in Kensington with the view to using
it more broadly across Melbourne.
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Foley retires after 15 years as Albert Park member
words by David Schout
POLITICS

After 15 years as the state member for Albert
Park, Martin Foley has announced he is stepping down and will not contest the November
state election.
Elected at the 2007 by-election triggered by
former Deputy Premier John Thwaites’ retirement, Mr Foley has since served as the member
for the inner-Melbourne seat which includes
Southbank.
Among other ministries, he has served in the
Equality, Disability and Housing portfolios,
and most recently as Health Minister during
the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, when he
took over from former minister Jenny Mikakos
in September 2020.
Mr Foley was one of four senior Andrews
Government ministers to announce they’ll step
down ahead of November, alongside Deputy
Premier James Merlino, Police Minister Lisa
Neville and Sports Minister Martin Pakula.
“It has been a privilege to serve my local community in the district of Albert Park – the best
part of our great state. To the people of Albert
Park, I owe all my thanks,” Mr Foley said on
June 24.
He paid tribute to his family for sacrifices
made over a 15-year career in parliament.
“Only they know the support and love they
have provided to sustain us. Their sacrifice has
been integral to anything that may have been
achieved throughout my time as a Member of
Parliament. None more so than my wife and
soul mate Sharon Duff. No words can thank
her enough. Now is the time where I attempt to
repay them for all they have done.”
The announcement leaves a vacancy for
Labor in Albert Park ahead of a state election
now less than five months away.
And while the party holds the seat with a

“It has been a privilege to
serve my local community
in the district of Albert Park
– the best part of our great
state. To the people of Albert
Park, I owe all my thanks.”

▲ Outgoing Albert Park member Martin Foley (back row, second from left) at the opening of Port Melbourne Secondary
College in January.

seemingly comfortable margin, there would
likely be renewed confidence from the Greens
given their strong showing in the recent federal
election.
At the recent May election, Greens candidate
Steph Hodgins-May came agonisingly close
to securing the federal seat of of Macnamara
– which shares a similar geographic area to
the Albert Park electorate – with Labor’s Josh
Burns eventually claiming the seat after nine
days of counting.
It is not yet known when Labor preselection
for the vacancies will take place.

Upon Mr Foley’s retirement, Premier Daniel
Andrews paid tribute to a “trusted friend”.
“Martin stepped up to do one of the most difficult jobs in a global pandemic. His professionalism, and his calm, deliberate direction saw
Victoria through the worst of it,” the Premier
said.
“He is respected by dedicated healthcare
workers right across Victoria – and I can think
of no greater compliment for a Health Minister.”
Following his announced retirement, Mr
Foley was thanked by the Royal Australian
College of General Practitioners (RACGP).

“Minister Foley proved to be very positive
towards and supportive of general practice,
including providing additional funding for
state GP-led respiratory clinics, GP urgent care
clinics, and grants supporting GPs to deliver influenza and COVID-19 vaccinations,” RACGP
Victoria Chair Dr Anita Munoz said.
“He consistently acknowledged the vital
role general practice plays in Victoria’s health
system. He was also willing to think innovatively and hear ideas about how to do things
differently.”
Southbank sits in the north-eastern corner of
the seat of Albert Park, an electorate immediately south of Melbourne’s CBD.
Alongside Southbank and South Wharf, it
also covers the suburbs of Albert Park, Middle
Park, Port Melbourne, St Kilda West, South
Melbourne, and parts of St Kilda.
It has been held by the Labor Party since
1950, including by former Deputy Premier
John Thwaites from 1992 to 2007.
Mr Thwaites’ resignation in July 2007 triggered the by-election that was won by Mr Foley
in September of that year.

•

Maree Coote of Melbournestyle pushes for visibility of women
words by Kaylah-Joelle Baker
ARTS & CULTURE

Melbournestyle Gallery is opening its doors
on July 16 for an exhibition and book launch
centred around Melbourne’s history as told
through the lives of 50 remarkable women who
helped build the city’s culture, commerce and
community.
For Maree Coote, founder of the gallery, and
writer and illustrator of the book Daughters of
Melbourne, the correlation between the way
women’s existence is acknowledged in the form
of statues and the lack of respect women receive
is strongly connected.
“We have so many women candidates in this
city worthy of recognition and they are not
thought of, or if they are, the results are generic,
abstract, not positioned in a place of prominence or are removed,” Ms Coote said.
“One woman is killed every week in an
episode of family violence [in Australia] and
10 are hospitalised the same way, and it is 32

times worse for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander women. It is not good enough and it is
all linked.”
Ms Coote is a strong believer that statues
form a part of our storytelling and are a means
of recognition that should show the next generation “what we have achieved, the truth and a
balanced view.”
She has been writing about Melbourne’s
“invisible” statues for more than 20 years,

Great
Performers
2022

since her first book The Melbourne Book – A
History of Now, which was prompted after a
long walk through the city when she noticed
Melbourne only presented non-specific women
or a half-figure of Mary Gilbert “dumped in a
garden shed in Fitzroy Gardens”.
It’s something she said male statues managed
to avoid.
“Men have always had quite specific, figurative, particular and permanent

acknowledgements, and when it comes to women’s efforts, they seem to be abstract or generic,
and that’s the problem,” Ms Coote said.
“Daughters of Melbourne is my way of continuing to try and push women’s visibility to a
higher level and I think now is a good time to
do this.”
Opening the Melbournestyle Gallery
Upstairs from 2pm to 4pm on July 16, Ms Coote
will not only speak about the notable figures of
her Daughters of Melbourne book but also line
the gallery with portraits of the Melbourne
women and other contemporary women who
inspire.
The book, along with many of her other
Melbourne-centric titles, can be found on the
gallery’s website or at many renowned bookstores.

•

For more information:
melbournestyle.com.au

Ike See, Wenhong Luo &
Richard Narroway
22 Aug | Yeol Eum Son
21 Sep | Miriam Allan &
Erin Helyard
14 & 16 Nov | James Ehnes &
Andrew Armstrong
22 July |

MELBOURNERECITAL.COM.AU/GREATPERFORMERS
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CREATING CONFIDENCE IN SOUTHBANK

While we continue to deliver essential services in Southbank, we’ll also take action to increase greening
and reduce flooding and pollution to the bay and the Yarra River - Birrarung

The City of Melbourne Budget
2022-23 and Annual Plan were
endorsed by council on 28 June.

trading times over the past two
years, we will deliver and manage the
Business Precinct Program.

The budget is a record investment to
build momentum, create confidence
and deliver essential services for
the community.

Melbourne is the arts and culture
capital of the country and in 202223 we will provide accessible
creative opportunities to everyone
through expanded arts and library
programming.

It sets out how we plan to invest in
Southbank to deliver core services,
maintain and improve parks, public
spaces and recreational facilities.
The Neighbourhood Statements
in our Budget also outline the key
initiatives we’ll undertake in each
suburb across the municipality.

Our key priorities in Southbank
in 2022-23
To support businesses in Southbank
who have endured the most difficult

We know how important mitigating
climate change is to our community,
so as part of our work in this space
in Southbank, we will facilitate
integrated water management
solutions to support increased
greening, reduced flooding and
reduced pollution to the bay and
Yarra River – Birrarung, and progress
acquisition, concept design and
community engagement for new
open space.

Through our strategic work we will
progress delivery of:

Municipality map

• Southbank Structure Plan
• Southbank Urban Forest Precinct
Plan
• Southbank Boulevard and Dodds
Street Concept Plan
• City Road Master Plan
• Neighbourhood planning
• Disaster preparedness and resilience
planning

SOUTHBANK

• Municipal Planning Strategy.
To find out more about our key
projects in Southbank this year, visit
melbourne.vic.gov.au/ourplans

We’re creating more public open space in Southbank

KEEP IN TOUCH
To stay connected with all the latest news from the City of Melbourne,
follow us on social media and subscribe to Melbourne magazine
online at magazine.melbourne.vic.gov.au

Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no Southbank News
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/cityofmelbourne
@cityofmelbourne
@cityofmelbourne
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ADVERTISEMENT
Your City of Melbourne community update

SOUTHBANKERS UNITE TO
STRENGTHEN COMMUNITY TIES
Some of our neighbourhood partners
outside Melbourne Town Hall

MEET YOUR
NEIGHBOURHOOD
PARTNERS
From historic Carlton to
the glistening harbour at
Docklands, each City of
Melbourne neighbourhood
needs different services and
support based on its unique
demographics, strengths and
challenges.
We’re working to better understand
and respond to community needs
in a highly localised way through a
new neighbourhood model.
Led by seven passionate
neighbourhood partners, the model
aims to “connect the dots” between
council, residents and businesses
to empower local people, build
community capacity and guide city
projects.
The neighbourhood partners
recently completed in-depth
community consultation and
analysed the data to draft key
priorities for each suburb.

Southbank residents have
shared their vision for a more
connected community during
an extensive consultation
process led by neighbourhood
partner Ash Lee.
‘Southbank is a very interesting
suburb with three distinct and highdensity residential, commercial and
arts areas,’ Ash said.
‘Local people have a strong desire
to connect with each other. There
are resident groups that really
care about the community and are
doing amazing work. Southbank
Residents Association (SRA) has 20
years of history advocating for the
community. They played a critical
role in establishing Boyd Community
Hub. Southbank3006 is a new
resident group who is connecting
people online and through their
monthly events.
‘There are all sorts of activities
taking place in the rooms at Boyd,
like Toastmasters, filmmaking
workshops and language classes.
Southbank also has two very active
Meetup groups offering plenty of
social events.
‘COVID-19 threw a spanner in the
works, but people in Southbank are
so ready to connect with each other
once more.’

This process is revealing
opportunities for council to explore
new projects, adjust upcoming
work to respond to community
needs, and better communicate our
progress on existing work.

Ash studied Anthropology and
Development Studies with a focus
on participatory community
development.After moving to
Melbourne from South Korea,
Ash worked with non-profits,
Neighbourhood Houses and a
volunteer resource centre before
landing a role with the City of
Melbourne.

Neighbourhood partners will
continue to engage with the
community year-round, recording
feedback into a central knowledge
bank that will inform council
projects with rich insights into the
future.

‘Coming from the community sector,
I understand grassroots movements
and now – working on the other
side – I am learning to support
neighbourhoods with the tools and
resources of a local government,’
Ash said.

New online portals will enable
everyone to keep in touch with
local news and share feedback
more easily.

‘I like the autonomy of the job. I
feel very empowered, and like I can
really deliver something.’

Ash believes that an important part
of her role is to tackle disconnection
between community and local
government.
‘Having a neighbourhood
partner who’s dedicated to
building a relationship with the
local community helps the City
of Melbourne understand the
current issues and concerns of the
community,’ Ash said.
‘It’s also important for the
community. There are great ideas
in all communities, but when they
aren’t connected with the right
resources, enthusiasm can dissipate.
That’s where I come in, to make
those connections.’
Community consultation has
revealed that the Southbank
community is particularly interested
in improving traffic flow, pedestrian
safety and community space.
These priorities will be at
the forefront of Southbank
neighbourhood planning.
‘People in Southbank want it to be
considered as a residential area, not
just somewhere to pass through,’
Ash said.
‘You might think of Southbank as a
concrete jungle, but if you explore
the area you will be surprised. People
I meet love living in Southbank.
‘I look forward to helping them make
the neighbourhood even better and
build a more connected community,
with lots of community-led events.’
Ash feels at home working in the
vibrant suburb of Southbank with its
strongly multicultural community.
‘As a migrant living in Australia,
whose first language is Korean, I
always have this question about my
agency – I am an outsider. And some
might question how an outsider can
work in community development.’
‘But working in Southbank is
empowering because most of the
community is international. As is the
case with many urban communities,
very few people were born and
raised here.

Ash Lee is the neighbourhood partner
for Southbank

‘There are many migrants who want
to build community, even if we are
only here for a short time. We are
all outsiders who want to come
together and create something. This
is the very nature of community
development.’
Ash is looking forward to the work
ahead to make Southbank stronger
than ever.
‘Community doesn’t happen
naturally. It actually takes a lot of
organising to create a community.
Community development is a
dynamic process and it’s easier to
see when the area is full of new
arrivals,’ Ash said.
‘When you are in the minority you
might not feel entitled to propose an
idea for the community. You might
feel like you should just be grateful to
be here. But that’s not the case.
‘I’ve met so many people from
different countries in Southbank. We
are in an active process of defining
ourselves as Southbankers, and we’re
in it together.’
To find out more about
neighbourhood planning, visit
participate.melbourne.vic.gov.au

The interactive portals will deliver
up-to-date information relevant to
each neighbourhood, and connect
community members with Council
through the Neighbourhood
Partners.
The portals feature:
• An acknowledgement of
Traditional Owners, Wurundjeri
Woi Wurrung places of
significance and a link to the
new, interactive tool for Mapping
Aboriginal Melbourne
• An overview of each
neighbourhood, including facts
and figures about the area
• A list of local priorities,
community feedback and Council
plans in action
• A range of good news stories
from the community.
The Southbank neighbourhood
portal will be live later this year.

We continue to support Southbank traders through our Business Precinct Program
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Arts Precinct
An immersive winter ahead for
Melbourne Recital Centre
words by Jack Hayes

Looking for Alibrandi reinspires audiences old and new
words by Kaylah-Joelle Baker
Following the success of Melina Marchetta’s early ‘90s
iconic novel and the beloved classic film that followed,
the heart-warming story of Looking for Alibrandi is set to
premiere at the Malthouse Theatre.
While the novel and film centre around the journey of
teenager Josie Alibrandi as she navigates life, confusion of
identity and her family expectations as a third-generation
Italian in Australia, the theatre production delves a little
deeper.
From a carefully crafted decision made by film-to-theatre adapter Vidya Rajan, and brought to life by director
Stephen Nicolazzo, the theatre production delves deeper
into the lives of all the Alibrandi women.
But actor Lucia Mastrantone, who plays Josie’s mother
Christina Alibrandi, said that while dedicated fans of the
storyline would see iconic scenes honoured, the adapted
version had opened the story up in a way that expanded the
conversation.
“It’s now not just about Italian communities, it is about
family, generational stories and family secrets which every
culture has,” Ms Mastrantone said.
“I think this production will speak to a whole new generation of young women that come from different and diverse
backgrounds, so I am excited to see how audiences are
going to react.”
For Ms Mastrantone, being a part of the Looking for
Alibrandi family is not just an acting opportunity but rather
one that speaks directly to her own life.
Growing up in Adelaide in a very traditional Italian community the prospect of a career in theatre was one that was
“shamed” and met with “community judgement”.
The perception that women were discouraged from
pursuing careers and furthering their education was a lived
experience for Ms Mastrantone and the reason behind her
decision to move to Sydney.
It was then as she was missing her family back home that
she came across the Looking for Alibrandi novel, and from

there a connection with the book and storyline formed.
“I have this really amazing and long connection with the
book and then a couple years later I worked with the producer of the film as she asked me to come in and be one of
the readers for the audition,” she said.
In her late 20s at the time, Ms Mastrantone was considered a little too old for the character of Josie, but it was
there that she was able to witness Pia Miranda make the
role her own.
Now after a near 30-year connection with the book, Ms
Mastrantone is playing the generation before hers in the
role of Josie’s mother, one she finds a “really beautiful and
moving role”.
Not dissimilar from Ms Mastrantone’s story, director
Stephen Nicolazzo is also equally drawn to the storyline for
personal reasons.
“The story has always compelled me because it spoke so
directly to the conflict I experienced, socially and internally.
I was scared to embrace my identity for fear of not being
able to access an Anglo-centric world,” he said.
“Josie was the first character I had ever read or seen on
screen that understood what it was like.”
A heart-wrenching, honest and passionate adaptation,
the cast of the theatre production has been determined
to give migrants an often-unspoken perspective, despite
facing difficulties behind-the-scenes.
Back for the first time in the same rehearsal room after
getting sick one by one, and having to resort to online
rehearsals, the cast is back and working extra hard to make
old fans and new fans of Looking for Alibrandi proud.
Their motivation has so far been paying off, with the
Malthouse Theatre choosing to extend the season an extra
week, allowing the show to run from July 9 to 31 before it
heads off to Belvoir St Theatre in Sydney.

•

For more information:
malthousetheatre.com.au

After two successive winter programs
stymied by COVID-19 lockdowns,
Melbourne Recital Centre (MRC) is
back with a huge seasonal schedule
boasting names like Paul Kelly and
Paul Grabowsky, Mindy Meng Wand
and Lady Lash.
Season Three: Illuminate is the first
cab off the rank.
Running from July to September,
the program features more than 50
local and international artists.
The program takes inspiration from
Guling (Orchid Season), Poorneet
(Tadpole Season), “brisk winter days
shrouded in mist, high-running rivers
and experiences that nurture, heal and
offer space for reflection.”
Interspersed within the Season
Three: Illuminate calendar you will find
Sanctuary, a new offering from MRC
encouraging audiences to escape the
cold winter weather and bask in the
warm ambience of live music.
Encompassing three events over
two days, audiences are invited to
experience a sonic exploration of
reflective, thoughtful and meditative
music.
Friday, July 8 will see James
Howard perform his Ancestral Redux,
an exploration of the intersections
between Country, culture, politics and
identity.
The following night, July 9, Sanctuary Suites presents an afternoon in
the sonorous Elisabeth Murdoch Hall
featuring Lady Lash, Zoe Knighton,
Nick Tsiavos, the Centre’s 2022 Artist
in Residence, Mindy Meng Wang, Nat
Bartsch and Luke Howard.
On that same day, the now sold-out
show, Audience of One, offers an
otherworldly search into the sound of
a solo instrument as a solo audience
member.
Continuing the impressive winter
programming is the first show in the
centre’s Great Performers series featuring Grace Clifford, Wenhong Luo
and Richard Narroway’s electrifying
and exquisite music for strings, bringing new light to works by Penderecki,
Dohnanyi and Beethoven on Friday,
July 22.
The series also features world
renowned soprano, Miriam Allen, together with Erin Helyard presenting a
dazzling program that takes audiences

from Haydn’s triumphs in London to
Schubert’s crowning as the Prince of
Song in Vienna (September 21).
Over two nights, July 13 and 14,
long-time collaborators Paul Kelly
and Paul Grabowsky, both masters of
their chosen crafts, will perform works
from their ARIA award-winning album,
Please Leave Your Light On.
With an extensive trove of musical
ingenuity, Grabowsky injects new life
into the original songs without ever
losing sight of Kelly’s creative vision.

•

For more information:
melbournerecital.com.au

CRITIC

As good as it gets
words by Rhonda Dredge
The art world surged ahead in the last week of
June with a happening opening at ACCA and a
thoughtful show at Buxton Contemporary.
Visitors were so pleased to escape the confines of screens they were in no mood to dissect
individual exhibits.
With humans involved, however, there were
some intriguing attempts to outsmart nature,
a pretty difficult task, as we’ve been recently
shown.
Nicholas Mangan tried to get into the termite
brain at Buxton with some 3D printing, resulting
in a cellular, gritty structure made out of ceramic
powder and gypsum.
Humans love logic and this punky, little
multi-cellular piece asks the question: could
human brains be reprogrammed so that we collaborate in our social networks like termites?
The answer is simple: we already do, and if

the art world is anything to go by, we don’t really
need to label it.
When Lucina Lane began her commission at
ACCA in June, she didn’t really have a plan, except to use what was available in terms of ideas
and materials at the gallery.
There were some old paint tins, Dulux acrylic,
in the storeroom and she used the dregs to paint
her wall mural.
Not one to personalise her work by posing in
front of it, Lucina was more than happy to talk
about her process.
The “violet posy” paint was thick and gluggy
from age and even though she applied it in the
same way as every other colour the result was
quite different.
To an observer, the violet has a sensibility of
its own, showing more of the underlying surface
in a scumble rather than a definitive coat.
Ah, the metaphors of painting can keep you
going for quite a while!
While she was mucking around, someone

Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no Southbank News

▲ An oddly sophisticated self-organised world, Lucina Lane.

▲ Termite economies Phase 2#1 2019, Nicholas Mangan.

came up with the name of Frank Hinder, a
modernist from the 1930s, as an influence so she
used a work of his as a template.
The words around the edge “An oddly
sophisticated self-organised world” come from
a recent article on garage galleries. She chose
an attractive grey because it was close to the
original black.
There it is: humans collaborating with each

other and their ideas and material without even
mentioning it.
Influence spreads through the art world at
openings and the chance to chat with others in
front of good art is as good as it gets.
Like a Wheel That Turns: The 2022 Macfarlane
Commissions, Australian Centre for Contemporary Art, until September 4, and Still Life, Buxton
Contemporary, until November 6.

•
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PHOTOGRAPHY
STUDIES COLLEGE

Keeping stories
and memories alive
through photography
words by Kaylah-Joelle Baker

From this, and through the encouragement of
a friend she met while entering MCC’s competition and exhibitions, Belle went on to study an
Advanced Diploma of Photography at PSC.
Now in the last semester of her fourth year,
she said she had “never looked back”.
It is this drive and determination that has seen
her turn a hobby into something much more.
“I am known as an energiser bunny who is
fiercely determined to succeed and will not
stop asking questions and researching until I am
satisfied,” Belle said.
“I have a thirst for knowledge and experience,
and I would love to run my own business and
assist like-minded people in the industry.”
This fierce nature and passion for finding an-

swers has not gone unnoticed in her latest body
of work, when it led Belle to discover that her
third great grandfather, Henry Warne Merrifield
was murdered.
As a miner who was walking home one night
with a parcel of gold to take to Bacchus Marsh,
Belle’s grandfather was murdered in the “most
foul and atrocious way” by two drunk men.
According to court records and newspaper articles, Henry was classified as an unknown man.
In addition to this, no photographs were
attached to the documents and it led Belle to
question if this made her grandfather’s story less
memorable than if it was visually communicated
through the newspapers of the time.
Of this work on The Unidentified Man, Belle

said it “focuses on the relationship between
memories and photographs, while paying respect
to my third great grandfather.”
“If memory is the way people keep telling their
stories, then photographs are one of the ways
people keep these stories alive,” she said.
“We can’t underestimate the importance of
memories. They make us who we are and allow
us to actively participate in the world around us.”

•

For more information:
@instagram.com/
belletweedalephotography

STUDY YOUR DREAM COURSE NOW!
Don’t miss our mid-year intakes of part time and full time courses

certificate | diploma | degree | masters
Great teacher to student ratio
Industry professional teachers
Strong industry focus and connections
State of the art facilities dedicated to photography
Image by Jonathan Orrell

When Belle Tweedale thinks back on where her
love for photography came from, moments spent
with her father as he developed family photos in
their bathroom darkroom spring to mind.
From the first time holding her own camera, a
Minolta Hi-Matic S, Belle knew it was a passion
that was only going to continue to grow.
“As time went by, I travelled extensively and
had children, all the while my passion for photography increased,” she said.
“I have always known photography was
something I wanted to pursue, however back in
the late ‘80s and early ‘90s I was encouraged to
study maths and science, and ended up working
in IT security.”
Choosing to take a leap and look into pursuing
photography through schooling, Belle completed
an eight-week People and Portrait Photography
course at RMIT which led her to becoming a
member of the Melbourne Camera Club (MCC).

Contact our friendly Course Advisor now
study@psc.edu.au or 9682 3191

PSC.EDU.AU

study@psc.edu.au

9682 3191

l
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The Changing Face of Montague: looking to the past to look to the future
In the third and final
instalment of this three-part
series, Southbank News
speaks with the astonishing
Elva Keily, one of Montague’s
original residents, and looks
ahead to what lies in store for
the renaissance of this once
forgotten suburb.
words by Jack Hayes

Closing in on her 95th birthday, Elva was born
the last of six children, five girls and one boy,
in their single-fronted cottage home at 33
Buckhurst St.
Her encyclopaedic knowledge of what she
calls the “old Montague” is something to behold,
recalling her early years in the grip of the Great
Depression with flawless memory.
“It was a tough time,” Elva told Southbank
News from her new home in Port Melbourne.
Despite its challenges, it was a time she felt
lucky to have lived through it in order to cherish the life she and her growing family live now.
“I was very fortunate, especially as my father
had a job,” Elva said. “I saw people getting put
out on the street, not realising why for [how]
much later in life, but it was because they
couldn’t pay the rent.”
“Our parents owned our house, so we
couldn’t be put out, but it got to the stage where
my brother had to sleep on the front veranda
with a canvas blind; but that wasn’t unusual in
the area.”
“There would be kids coming to school,
particularly boys, kicking the football in the
middle of winter with no shoes on. We just
thought they were tough, but thinking now,
they wouldn’t have been able to afford shoes.”
Born to mother Helen and father Samuel,
a factory worker at the British Australian
Tobacco Company in A’Beckett St, Elva recalls
how her father would bring back his allowance
of tobacco and the six children would all roll
cigarettes.
Yes, 1930s Montague was considered a rough
place in an even harsher era; however, Elva said
the sense of belonging and unity among locals
was what made this community so great.
As a young child Elva attended Lady
Northcote Kindergarten on Buckhurst St, then
the now closed Dorcas St State School in South
Melbourne, where her snow-white hair would
become a talking point for students.
“Going to dances at the South Melbourne
Catholic Church, we would break for morning
tea and go for an ice cream from ‘Zacko’ the ice
cream vendor,” she said. “This cocky young fella
asked me how much peroxide was, so I grabbed
my ice cream and shoved it in his face.”
“I now go to a meet-up group called The

▲ Original Montague resident Elva Keily (left), Bent Metal’s David “Woody” Woods (top right) and Dorcas St State School, 1930.

Burrough Club at the Uniting Church across
the road was where Dorcas St State School was
before Jeff Kennett got his hands on it and sold
it off.”
Elva said the thriving industrial neighbourhood, headed by major manufacturers like
Dunlop Rubber Factory, Lever and Kitchen and
the nearby Allen’s Confectionary and Hoadley
Chocolates, famous for the widely popular
Violet Crumble, created a hive of activity
during the 1920s and 1930s.
With her heart still firmly entrenched with
fond memories of years gone by, Elva still keeps
her eyes on what the “new Montague” will look
like as part of the Fishermans Bend urban renewal project.
Also with an eye on Australia’s largest urban
renewal project is David “Woody” Woods,
founder and blacksmith at Thistlethwaite St’s
traditional forge and sculpture studio, Bent
Metal.
Woody’s studio is the site of Montague’s first,
and what is presumed, only bakery, once servicing the whole suburb.
“I started Bent Metal in 1991 in a little house
on Punt Rd, Prahran, then moved to a spot down
an alleyway off Thistlethwaite St,” Woody said.
“The woman who owned the bakery got her
daughter to come to me and said I heard were

looking for a factory.”
“I knew this place because there were six to
eight people living here, it was known as a bit
of a hippy commune. I had been to a few parties
here in my time, so I said, ‘sure’.”
“South Melbourne at that time was great.
This street and Montague St was all mechanics,
but there were other creative people dotted
around; it was what attracted me to the area.”
Woody, who has now been at his current
Thistlethwaite St studio for more than two
decades, is one of the only traditionally trained
blacksmiths in Melbourne’s inner-city.
With works like the St Kilda Bontanical
Gardens gates, or his piece at Acland Square,
Woody’s mixture of sculpture and domestic
projects often take him to every corner of the
state.
He said a lot of specialist craftspeople and
artisans have been forced out of the inner-city
due to a lack of affordability.
Woody speaks of an impending doom felt
by businesses around him as developers begin
to snatch up land in anticipation of flood of
low-, medium-, and high-rise development
earmarked in the Fishermans Bend framework.
“Creative people are getting shoved out of the
inner-city, it’s becoming increasingly hard to
find places that are affordable and have access

to services,” he said.
“I had visions of a really cool baker moving
in here and getting the mid-1800s oven working
again, but I don’t see that happening.”
“The panel beaters next door have been there
for 25 years, but they are on their way out. There
are only a handful of businesses who have been
in the area for longer than a decade or so.”
All of the businesses and locals interviewed
during this series speak of Montague, as it was,
and as it now is, with great affection.
There is seemingly an enormous cloud of
uncertainty that sits above the businesses of
Montague.
It forms the shape of the Fishermans Bend
urban renewal, which still sits in its infancy in
terms of shovel-ready change.
Can Fishermans Bend cater for 80,000 residents and 80,000 workers and still pay homage
to an area steep in history?
What will happen to the dozens of mechanics, panel beaters, gyms, café and studios?
Can design and development include
affordable spaces for artists and specialist
craftspeople?
Paris has Montmarte, Chile has Valparaiso,
and Copenhagen has Nørrebro, why can’t
Melbourne have Montague?

•

Wh e re L ive Music L ive s

Over 50 Conce r t s - On Sal e Now
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Still Sacred and Golden: A reminder of the true gold
An exhibition focused on
celebrating plants and
cultural practices is being
presented at the Koorie
Heritage Trust, but while not
blatantly obvious from first
glance, the work actually
explores deeper themes.

“My ancestors had no
use of gold itself, it is just
a metaphor. The true
gold isn’t the gold from
the gold fields, it’s us.”

↥

words by Kaylah-Joelle Baker

Behind the Still Sacred and Golden work is
award-winning multimedia visual artist and
proud Wadawurrung woman Dr Deanne
Gilson, who through her work hopes to share
how the objectification of Aboriginal women
has resulted in deep pain – a topic she closely
examined in her PhD at Deakin University.
“I am looking at the objects of our daily lives
and as a First Nations artist responding to the
objectified and yet showing us as still here, and
our culture is still sacred to us,” Dr Gilson said.
“The flowers are all about honouring the
beauty of Country and our women with
the knowledge held in the baskets I will be
painting.”
The exhibition has 17 new paintings and each

speaks about how Aboriginal women who were
subjected to objectification by both the male
and female colonial gaze, particularly within
Dr Gilson’s ancestral line, lost their spiritual
connection to place, Country and each other.
“I hope my artwork aids in some small way
towards the awakening of my women’s spirit
once again. The bond for me is still sacred and it
is not broken, but it has been just quietly resting
until now,” she said.
Dr Gilson grew up in Naarm – Melbourne –
before relocating back to her Ancestral Country,
which includes Ballarat and surrounding areas,

with her family.
As an experienced artist, Dr Gilson’s previous
work has surrounded deep themes of colonial
disruption, loss of family, culture, language and
traditional women’s practices and the continuing impact of loss on Aboriginal women today.
Through the self-reflective aspect of her contemporary art she hopes people can take time to
heal, and disrupt and challenge the gaze.
The concept of celebrating both the plants,
cultural practices and contemporary women’s
business comes through within the exhibition’s
title of Still Sacred and Golden. A strong title

with an even stronger meaning behind it, similar to Dr Gilson’s work.
“The gold references two things for me, the
gold fields in which I live and that our knowledge is golden and important and worth more
than gold,” she said.
“My ancestors had no use of gold itself, it
is just a metaphor. The true gold isn’t the gold
from the gold fields, it’s us.”
Still Sacred and Golden opens Saturday, June
18 and continues at Koorie Heritage Trust in
Federation Square until Sunday, September 18.

•

HEALTH & WELLBEING

Excuses – surely, you’ve had enough of making them?

❝

As a personal trainer for more
than 25 years, I have heard
every excuse under the sun as
to why people don’t exercise.

❝

It has been my job to help people find an excuse
to not only exercise but to find health as a priority in their lives.
My success rate is proving to be very good
but what I continually see among the wider
community is people constantly finding excuses
to not make their health, fitness and wellbeing
a priority. Choosing to smoke, vape, do drugs,
drink to excess, fill themselves with poor food
choices and then to top it off, not choose regular
exercise? How could you?

Now I don’t want to put you off reading
this and, in fact, I hope that if you are an “excuse maker”, that you please take some steps
to change your behaviours surrounding your
health and wellness – before it is too late.
Here is a list of the top WORST excuses
for not exercising …
• Too busy ... doing what? What is more
important than looking after your body
and your mind? Too busy is most often the
result of accidentally poor priority choices
and, therefore, a lack of self-discipline.
• I don’t feel like it ... of course you don’t. Who
(always) feels like going from sedentary or
comfortable to effort? Waiting for “feeling
like it” is a game of chance, not a game of
design.
• I don’t feel motivated ... it’s about “motive”
not feeling motivated. They are different!
Motive is about health, fitness, longevity,
weight, stress management. Feeling
motivated is about emotion.
• I’ll do it tomorrow or later ... since when
has procrastination ever been a successful
strategy … for anything in life? Tomorrow

or later never comes.
• I don’t enjoy exercise … whoever said
exercise has to be enjoyable? That is a
flawed notion. Exercise will be enjoyable
on occasions and thoroughly unenjoyable
on others. If you want the benefits of
exercise, suck it up. And it’s not the feeling
during exercise that matters, it’s the feeling
at the end you should consider, and that’s
always satisfying.
The top BEST ways to get yourself to
exercise
• Just do it!
• Reread the previous point!
Expanding on the notion of being too busy
always brings me back to the fact that there are
168 hours in a week and therefore 1.68 hours
per week is merely one per cent of your week.
So, if you cannot devote at the very minimum
two per cent of your week to exercise then you
have a massive problem and I urge you to take
steps to change that!
I will save you a personal training consultation with me and share with you my simplest of
strategies. Buy yourself a calendar and literally

start with a five-minute walk per day and write
that in on each day until five minutes becomes
10 minutes which then becomes 15 minutes.
Over time you have set up a positive behaviour that you can build from. You will feel
better after about a week and soon realise that
when you are out and about that you can actually find more time and you are now part of a
positive cycle. You will feel better, fitter, have
more energy and have a clearer mind.
As a result, you will likely sleep and eat
better. Your life can change from as simple as
a commitment to a five minute walk every day.
The key component though is that it must be
daily. Habits become behaviours, and soon, excuses become a thing of the past … don’t do me
a favour but do yourself a favour and quit with
your excuses … it’s time!

•

Justin Moran
JUSTINTIME PERSONAL TRAINING
JUSTIN@JUSTINTIMEPT.COM

Every Sunday
9am Worship

Check our website for updates
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METRO TUNNEL

Track laying starts in the Metro Tunnel

❝

The Metro Tunnel Project
– a key investment in
Victoria’s infrastructure
boom – has reached a major
milestone with the first stage
of track laying under way.

❝

Crews have begun installing custom-made
concrete panels into the twin nine-kilometre
tunnels. Manufactured in Melbourne, the hightech panels – known as floating slab track – reduce noise and vibration from trains running
underground.
This initial layer of track has already been
installed between the western Metro Tunnel
entrance in Kensington and Arden Station in
North Melbourne. Work is now underway to
install the panels between State Library and
Parkville stations.
The floating slab track is installed at points
where the tunnel depth is shallow – for example at the tunnel entrances – or where there
are buildings nearby. About five kilometres of
FST in total will be installed in several sections
of the tunnels, before a second layer of custom-made concrete panels is laid through the
entire length of the tunnels.

▲ Crews installing the floating slab track through the Metro Tunnel.

The nearly 40km of Australian-made rail
will then be installed, as workers progressively
clip 165m lengths of steel to the concrete panels
and weld them together to form a continuous
line.
Crews will start laying rail at State Library
Station in the heart of the CBD and work
through to Parkville and Arden stations before
finishing at the western tunnel entrance in
Kensington.
Once that section is completed, they will return to State Library Station and work towards
the eastern tunnel entrance in South Yarra, laying rail through Town Hall and Anzac stations.

The production of floating slab track has
generated a further 40 jobs at concrete manufacturer Westkon in Melbourne’s west, while
supporting many indirect roles such as fabricators and truck drivers.
Up to 100 people at the family-owned business are involved in the supply of the panels,
which are produced at Westkon’s factories in
Cobblebank, near Melton, and Sunshine.
Track laying will take about 12 months to
complete ahead of testing trains inside the
Metro Tunnel in 2023.
When it opens in 2025 – a year ahead of
schedule – the Metro Tunnel will create a new

end-to-end line from Cranbourne/Pakenham
in the south east to Sunbury in the north west
and will eventually provide a future direct link
to Melbourne Airport via Melbourne Airport
Rail.
It will create capacity for more than half-amillion additional passengers per week during
peak times across Melbourne’s rail network.

•

For more information:
metrotunnel.vic.gov.au

WE LIVE HERE

Consumer watchdog sues Airbnb after thousands complain
The federal government’s
consumer watchdog, the
Australian Competition and
Consumer Commission (ACCC),
has instituted proceedings
in the Federal Court against
Airbnb for allegedly misleading
consumers.
In court documents, the ACCC alleges that from
2018 to 2021, Airbnb made false or misleading
representations to thousands of Australian
consumers by displaying prices on its website
or mobile app for Australian accommodation
using only a dollar sign ($), without making it
clear that those prices were in US dollars.
The ACCC website alleges that the behaviour
went further: “When thousands of consumers
complained to Airbnb about being charged
more than the displayed price, the ACCC alleges
that Airbnb engaged in further misleading or
deceptive conduct by telling many of them that
it had displayed prices in US dollars because the
user had selected this currency, when this was
often not the case.”
“We allege that Airbnb’s misleading conduct
meant that consumers were deprived of the
opportunity to make an informed choice about
whether, and at what price, to book their holiday accommodation on the Airbnb platform,”
ACCC chair Gina Cass-Gottlieb said.
“Despite thousands of consumers complaining to Airbnb about the way prices were
displayed, Airbnb didn’t amend its booking
platform until after the ACCC raised the issue.”
The watchdog is suing US-based Airbnb Inc.
and Airbnb Ireland UC, seeking declarations,
injunctions, pecuniary penalties, orders for the
compensation for affected consumers.
The ACCC legal suit follows another year of
bad press for Airbnb.
Last year Airbnb was forced to suspend a
Victorian host for banning guests who had

received the COVID vaccine and for falsely
claiming vaccinated people were infectious.
The host refused to accept bookings from
guests who had been vaccinated with “experimental C-19 gene therapy vaccines”.
In the Moorabbin Magistrates’ Court last
month, the owner of an Airbnb property in
Hepburn pleaded guilty to a charge of harassing
a guest with a message saying she would “burn
in hell”. The host was angered by the guest
who left a review on a travel website saying his
Airbnb rental was “just OK”.
Four years of the “damp squib”
In 2018 the Victorian Government passed the
weakest regulatory restrictions for short-term
letting ever seen in Australia, to the delight of
Airbnb.
After the tragic stabbing death of a young
woman at a party in a short-stay apartment in
the Melbourne CBD at EQ Tower in July 2018,
Premier Andrews stated that his government
would look into tightening regulations for
short-stay apartments.
Despite this promise, in August 2018 the government passed the same legislation word for
word that had been rejected by the Upper House
as inadequate more than 12 months earlier.
The government stated in its policy response
that it would conduct a review in 2021 to see
whether the new regulations were working and
would seek feedback from stakeholders and resident groups at that time. However, this review
was not inserted into the Bill and the Labor
Government has not conducted the review.
The former Shadow Minister for Planning
David Davis once addressed Parliament to slam
the government for reintroducing the same
legislation which he labelled “weak”, “pathetic” and a “damp squib.” The Liberal Party told
Parliament that it would seek to have this legislation amended if it were to form government
at the next election. Ultimately however, the
Liberal Party did not block the passing of the
Bill when it came time to vote on the legislation
and was absent from the chamber when it was

Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no Southbank News

put to the vote.
The outcome ranked as one of the worst
cases of politicking and back-room deals seen
in Parliament.
Tom Bacon, CEO of Strata Title Lawyers said
at the time, “The legislation is not worth the
paper it is written on. These regulations are the
lightest feather of a touch, and do not provide
owners’ corporations with any meaningful way
of regulating the issues associated with shortterm stays. I would not advise owners’ corporations to use these regulations; it would be a
costly exercise and a waste of time.”
What do we want?
We Live Here calls on the Andrews government to announce a policy overhaul before the
November state election:
1. AMEND the Owners’ Corporation Act
2006 to regulate the short-stay industry – far
beyond the scope of the woefully inadequate
pro-Airbnb “party” bill that was shamefully
passed just before the election. The Airbnb
“party” bill made it even harder for owners’
corporations to recoup costs of damage and it
completely ignored issues of security, amenity
and community development – these issues must
be addressed.
2. INTRODUCE a registration system to
manage the burgeoning short-stay industry.
3. RESTORE POWERS to owners’ corporations to make decisions about use of a
lot, lost in Justice Riordan’s Supreme Court
decision in July 2017.
4. ENGAGE with We Live Here. Talk to
us – we represent more than 350 buildings in
Melbourne, Victoria, Australia and globally.
More than 80 per cent of Melbourne’s resident population lives in strata buildings. We
can help you understand how to look after
strata communities.
Mr Andrews, you must be aware that governments around the nation and around the
world are grappling with the issue of shortstays and the lack of affordable housing; and
the various means of regulation being adopted
by NSW, Tasmania, Western Australia, South

Australia, Canberra, New York, Paris, London,
Amsterdam, Berlin, etc.
Local councils in Victoria, tired of waiting
for meaningful action from the state government are starting to implement their own versions of the most basic regulations to protect
the community: Councils in the Yarra Valley,
Frankston, and the Mornington Peninsula have
each developed regulations around issues such
as registration, day limits and accountability.
COVID provided a brief respite from shortstays due to the significant drop in visitors.
Disturbingly many commercial operators with
swags of apartments, not just Airbnb, are now
beginning to flood the market. Forget about
the industry spin that it’s just “Mums and Dads
wanting to a rent out a room in their own
home” – we are witnessing a large-scale commercialisation of the residential market.
Right now, the government has an amazing
opportunity to put Melbourne on the map by
proactively implementing regulation before the
whole short-stay issue gets totally out of hand
once again.
You have seen what happens to a leader who
does not listen to the electorate.
Please, Mr Andrews listen to your community. Talk to us. Hear us. Stand up for us.
Campaign donations
As a not-for-profit organisation, donations
from individuals and buildings keep our campaigns going. To register as a supporter of We
Live Here or to donate, please visit welivehere.
net. We Live Here does not accept donations
from commercial tourism interests.

•

Barbara Francis &
Rus Littleson
CAMPAIGN@WELIVEHERE.NET
LEARN MORE AT
WELIVEHERE.NET

“we live
here”
TM
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SOUTHBANK3006

Southbank3006 encourages the City of Melbourne to think creatively
Who is dreaming of a cleaner,
greener, safer, and more
sustainable Southbank?
words by Jannine Pattison
This is the question we posed to the City of
Melbourne at the Future Melbourne committee’s recent special budget meeting.
Southbank3006 lay down a challenge to the
council to start to think more creatively about
green space and how to acquire it. We all know
that Southbank is severely lacking in green
space per person, but did you know Southbank
should have a minimum of 42 hectares of green
space based on population and sadly we only
have five!
We estimated that the cost to build the shortfall would cost the council $800m plus $2-3
billion to acquire the land. The council’s $17m
budget in 2023 to buy land is never going to
solve the problem. So, can we creatively create
more open space, improve liveability, amenity,
and community in our neighbourhood today
and at a price we can afford?

Southbank3006 presented the council with
three Cs for 2023 to start thinking about what
is possible:
1. Create a new-off leash dog park on
the ACCA (Australian Centre for
Contemporary Art) forecourt and activate
Dodds St linear park as a public art space
and as the site for a farmers’ market for the
community.
2. Create
an
annual
Southbank
Carnivale along Southbank Blvd as part of
the reignite Melbourne program.
3. Create a fully comprehensive traffic
management plan for the whole of
Southbank and introduce Low Traffic
Neighbourhoods, which allow for local
residents’ access, deliveries, and emergency
vehicles but limit general and through
traffic. Also, reduce on-street parking
and turn that reclaimed land into pocket
parks and community gardens right where
residents live.
Members of the executive met with the
Deputy Lord Mayor to walk around Southbank
to discuss the three Cs. These suggestions were
warmly welcomed by the council and have been
taken under careful consideration.

Southbank3006 hosted a very successful
community forum in conjunction with the
Department of Transport for a presentation on
the City Rd and Power St upgrade, it was great
to see such a strong turn-out, and there was
indeed a lot of spirited debate and conversation.
While people agreed with the need to fix this
problem intersection there was strong support
for a comprehensive traffic management plan
for the entire neighbourhood as fixing issues
one problem at a time was not dealing with the
liveability in Southbank.
Low Traffic Neighbourhoods will achieve
that and can be delivered far cheaper than other
projects that have been proposed over the years.
While Southbank3006 welcomes the upgrades, it was clear that residents would prefer
to see less traffic, in particular less trucks, with
a preference towards a full revaluation and
risk assessment of the tunnel. The question
remains, has Transurban invested millions in
a city bypass tunnel that has inadequate safety
measures? This is a question we will continue
to ask!
Our next community forum is scheduled for
Sunday, July 31 at 2pm at the Boyd Community
Hub. July’s topic will be the MAPT (Melbourne

Arts Precinct) with special guest speakers. This
will be an exciting new addition to the landscape of Southbank, but it needs to be more than
a destination for others. It needs to become an
integral part of our local community. We know
the MAPT will cause lots more disruptions for
residents during construction and will change
traffic flows so we urge you to come along and
hear firsthand how you may be impacted.
Finally, we were delighted to welcome yet
another valued member to our committee,
bringing our number of committee members to
seven.
We have been so humbled by the amount of
love Southbank residents have shown us and we
want to ensure all residents’ interests and needs
are met, so we will be forming sub-committees
to head up specific projects and assist with current portfolios.

•

For more information:

community@southbank3006.com

MEET A NEIGHBOUR

Meet Isabelle

❝

Getting to know Isabelle C.
(Izzie) is a bit like exploring
Melbourne—so many diverse
layers to discover, if only you
take the time to uncover them.

❝

It’s a fitting analogy for someone who grew up
in Singapore and has travelled to cities around
the world since she was a toddler.
“My dad worked abroad, and we would travel
to see him,” she said. “I was raised to be a child
of the world and to see the world as my oyster.”
She proudly recalls travelling alone to China
when she was 12 to study Chinese for a month
(she speaks that and Cantonese fluently).
When she was 16, Izzie found a way to fund
her thirst for travel by leveraging her writing
skills.
“I would go all around Singapore listening
to bands and write reviews for an online entertainment magazine,” a role she said helped
spearhead the local music writing scene there.
It was that experience and a solo trip to see
Art Basel in Hong Kong that helped her realise
the importance of arts and culture in her life,
something which drew her to attend university
in Melbourne.
“The first thing I fell in love with was
the graffiti because you don’t have that in
Singapore!” she laughed. After getting a degree
in advertising from Royal Melbourne Institute
of Technology, Izzie returned to Singapore

for work and noticed a big contrast from
Melbourne.
“Why isn’t anyone using a reusable cup? Why
are we generating so much disposable waste?”
That experience inspired her to return to
Melbourne where she settled in Southbank and
got to work earning a Masters in Environment
and Sustainability, a two-year endeavour that
she accomplished during COVID lockdowns.
Izzie was one of several millennials who attended Southbank3006’s last community forum
where Victoria Department of Transport (DoT)
presented its final design for the City Rd/Power
St upgrade. I asked what brought her there, to
which she replied, “I care about this neighbourhood and people need to be vocal about what
happens here.”
She said she also cared about how the public
was engaged when it came to infrastructure
projects.
“I work on the communications and engagement team of an engineering consultancy that’s
involved with Victoria’s Big Build. People have
rights, they want to be heard and engagement
helps inform final designs. Once a project
reaches final design and tendering there’s not a
lot we can change.”
Since the DoT has already settled its final
design for the City Rd/Power St upgrade, Izzie
is focused on what’s ahead. She predicts that
closing a lane of traffic on City Rd will have
larger impacts, increasing traffic on the smaller
side roads around the intersection, something
that has not been considered or addressed.
Then there is the issue of the construction
project itself.
“I live near Power St and noise from that
work is going to impact me,” she said. “What
channels are set up for people to be heard
during the project? Who are people going to be
able to call about construction noise at night?
Are noise-cancelling headphones going to be
provided to residents here?”

MaryKay Rauma is a founder of
Southbank3006 a not-for-profit community and
advocacy group focused on connecting residents
and improving the liveability of Southbank.
Southbank residents are encouraged to join for
free at southbank3006.com or by scanning the
QR code.

•
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HISTORY

When the circus came to Southbank
It sits on the wall outside
Hamer Hall – a mural
dedicated to Wirth’s Circus,
which occupied part of the
St Kilda Rd site from 1907.
The circus was touted as the
“Greatest Show on Earth” and
caused great excitement when
it came to Melbourne.
The Wirths first arrived in Melbourne in 1883
to perform at the Flemington races. By 1887
Wirth Bros Circus was the largest in Australia,
under the management of Phillip Wirth (18641937) and his brother George (1867-1941).
In 1889 they began transporting the circus
by train, a practice that continued for the rest
of Wirth’s existence. Unloading the special
trains was a massive exercise – there were eight
passenger coaches for artists and other workers
(all up a total of 150 people), 10 trucks for the
elephants, 14 cages for the wild animals, and
enough vans for 40 horses horses and ponies.
The elephants were used to load and unload
500 tons of equipment and then proceed to pull
the wagons to the circus site. The whole process
of unloading was accomplished in three hours
– a remarkable feat – and attracted thousands
of people to the railway yards to see the train
being unloaded.
In 1906 the family took over the lease on the St
Kilda Rd site and in 1907 combined other properties to establish a 4.5-acre permanent home
called Wirth Park. The circus in Melbourne
ran for seasons of up to three months (before
touring to another location) and was constantly
being replenished with new acts.
What could the public see for their entrance
fee? Comedians, acrobats, horizontal bar athletes, trapeze acts, jugglers, clowns, boxing –
and, of course, the animals!
The performers kept the crowd entertained
for three hours per night. Madame Prince had
15 marvellous performing monkeys, and then

there were the “Flying Nelsons” – a team of
unique aerial acrobats. There was a spectacular
troupe of six women acrobats whose tumbling
and somersaulting gradually increased in pace
till it reached a riotous crescendo of frightening-like movement.
The circus animals, the “menagerie”, was
always of great popular appeal. These included performing lions, wheeling and dancing
elephants and horses, and tiny Shetland ponies
with monkey jockeys. The excitement kept

building and, by the finale, the audience was
laughing, clapping and cheering inside the giant
canvas tent.
There was little regard for the rights of animals in those days – both in circuses and in zoos.
But Wirths always maintained that their circus
animals were treated with extreme kindness.
A fire destroyed their facilities in 1953.
Wirths continued in business until 1963 but
faced rising costs for transport and could not
compete with new forms of entertainment. But

how exciting a night at the circus must have
been!

•

Robin Grow
PRESIDENT - AUSTRALIAN ART DECO
AND MODERNISM SOCIETY
ROBINGROW@OZEMAIL.COM.AU

SOUTHBANKER

Music educator awarded prestigious honour
A lifetime dedicated to
music education has earned
Southbank resident Rosemary
Anne Lierse a Queen’s Birthday
honour.
words by Brendan Rees

Dr Lierse, who has spent more than 50 years
as a music educator, researcher, and advocator
for music education in schools, was appointed
a Member of the Order of Australia (AM) for
significant service to music education in the
2022 Queen’s Birthday Honours list.
“It is an amazing surprise to have been
acknowledged for doing work I love best. It is
such a rewarding profession,” she said.
Dr Lierse, who currently teaches music at
Melbourne High School, began her career
in the 1960s when, as a piano teacher the
Department of Education offered her a position
as an unqualified classroom music teacher at
Templestowe Technical School when it opened
in 1972.
There was a shortage of qualified teachers
at that time and Dr Lierse was awarded free
university tuition under a scheme introduced
by the Whitlam Government.
“If it wasn’t for this opportunity, it is
Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no Southbank News

“It is an amazing
surprise to have been
acknowledged for
doing work I love best.
It is such a rewarding
profession.”

↥

questionable whether I would have had the
means to complete my studies. I was working
as a teacher full-time, studying, and raising a
family.”
Dr Lierse’s first placement was at East
Doncaster High School where she had the opportunity to develop her skills, and work with
the students to put on musicals such as Oliver
and My Fair Lady.
The school was also sent several instrumental
music teachers allowing the music department
to form ensembles.
Since then, Dr Lierse’s experience as a music
teacher has been wide-ranging.
This includes being the director of junior
music at Ivanhoe Girls Grammar, music teacher at Balwyn High School, head of music at
Blackburn High School, and director of music
at Melbourne High School. She has also worked
at Deakin and Monash Universities.
Her work with ensembles was one of her
most enjoyable aspects of teaching music.
“Having a 90-piece orchestra of competent
musicians to conduct is very, very special, and
so amazing when the orchestra wins high level
competitions,” she said.
The Queen’s Birthday recognition is the latest achievement in Dr Lierce’s decorated career,
with previous honours including being named
in the Victorian Education Service Awards
Honour Roll for 40 years’ service in 2017 –
the same year she took out the Distinguished
Teacher Award in the Victorian Music Teachers’
Association.

•
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SOUTHBANK RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

Southbank open space funding: too little too late?

❝

Boyd currently doesn’t offer. However, there is
an approved development on the site with the
adjoining block which currently occupies the
old purple building which is now heritage controlled. So, I guess this block won’t be an option.
Failing that I can’t see where the council will
find any land suitable for conversion to open
space, with the exception of the concept plan
to cover the Burnley Tunnel, as outlined in
the Southbank Structure Plan 2010, and create
open space behind Melbourne Square. Maybe
this $20 million should be allocated to getting
that off the ground?
Anyway, I wish the council all success with
sourcing land for Southbank open space, but I
won’t hold my breath waiting.
Our annual general meeting (AGM) is fast
approaching, and we will be looking for more
Southbank residents to join our committee.
Maybe you have some finance skills and might
like to take on our treasurer role? Or you have
an interest in social media? Or you’d maybe just
like to be a committee member and help out
when you can? I am sure we will have something on offer to interest you if you are keen.

The budget has once again been
handed down and there are no
surprises for Southbank. No
surprises insofar that, as has
been for years, City Rd upgrade
still stumbles along with no real
commitment to see through the
masterplan.

❝

Stage 6 of Southbank Boulevard upgrade also
still fails to get any mention. I wonder if the
council has any appetite to finish that considering in the most part it was being funded by
Crown’s Queensbridge development that never
started.
During one of my regular catch-ups with the
Lord Mayor, open space in Southbank was once
again the topic of discussion. As you may recall,
in last year’s four-year budget Southbank had
$20 million allocated for sourcing open space.
It was anticipated these funds would secure
land to be repurposed for community open

•

space. The council has recently called for expressions of interest of its desire to source this
land, I suppose hoping the major commercial
real estate agents, such as CBRE, might see it
and have the connections with the land holders
to entice them to sell.
As novel as the idea is, and of course well
intentioned, I have always maintained the

OWNERS’ CORPORATION LAW

Taking the plunge on owners’
corporation plumbing defect claims
Victorian consumers of
plumbing services might be
surprised to learn that they
are protected by the most
comprehensive statutory
protections in Australia.
The Victorian Building Authority (VBA) requires that plumbers cannot be licensed to carry out any work unless they hold insurance coverage against defective plumbing work, trade
practices liability, and the non-completion of
work as well as public liability insurance.
The General Insurance Order 2002 that applies
to these matters ((known as the “Ministerial
Order”) also provides full coverage for legal
and expert costs incurred by a property owner
in making a claim against a plumber.
Multiple occupancy dwellings such as apartment buildings can suffer from quite serious
plumbing defects, ranging from pan siphoning
and water pressure issues, to crushed pipes and
installation of faulty metering, through to roof
guttering and defective designs and/or installations of downpipes.
There is a strict time limit of six years to bring
a claim under these warranty insurance provisions, and consideration and advice should be
taken from a lawyer to ascertain the exact date
as to when the policy coverage commenced.
One of the advantages of this warranty system
over the other schemes in Australia is that the
plumber does not have to be dead, disappeared,
insolvent or not practicing anymore before any
claim can be made against the insurance policy.
True enough, the insurer has rights to compel
the plumber to rectify any defective plumbing
work, but that doesn’t limit or stop the claim
from being accepted if the plumber refuses to
do so.
The interesting part about all this is that
many of the insurers that offer these policies
seek to limit their exposure by setting an upper
limit of $50,000 per apartment or up to $5

million in total. However, the Ministerial Order
makes it clear that any monetary limit on the
indemnity is prohibited for loss or damage,
error of design and the costs of inspecting and
repairing the plumbing work.
The Building Act 1993 also confirms that
the Ministerial Order trumps the terms of
any insurance policy, to the extent of any
inconsistency.
What this means is that consumers have access to an unliquidated liability insurance policy for the rectification of defective plumbing
work.
But does all this sound too good to be true?
Well, yes, yes it does. The insurers would certainly never have offered these insurance policies to plumbers in the first place if it thought
they were exposed on an unlimited basis.
However, there may be a reason why the
Ministerial Order has never been challenged
in an open court or tribunal decision, despite
the Order being around for 20 years. Insurance
claims in these matters are mostly settled well
before the proceedings are heard in court. So,
it seems that insurers are reluctant to seek guidance from the court about the application and
interpretation of the Ministerial guideline.
As always, committees should “plumb to new
depths” by seeking advice from a lawyer on
these matters and should consider whether they
might have a claim against the original builders
via its sub-contracted plumber for either faulty
workmanship or design issues.
I would also recommend “fauceting the issue” by engaging a properly qualified forensic
plumbing consultant on these issues, as it tends
to be a highly specialised field.

•

horse has bolted for Southbank; it’s too little
too late. There are hardly any undeveloped
lots remaining in Southbank and those that are
there already have approved developments., let
alone any potential site being appropriately positioned to provide suitable open space benefits
to the community.
There is only one undeveloped block that I
am aware of which would tick all of the council’s boxes for location and that is at 127-129
Kavanagh St, which is currently an open-air car
park operated by Ace parking. This site’s proximity to Boyd Park, directly opposite, would
be ideal to complement other facilities which

For more information:
info@southbankresidents.org.au

Tony Penna
PRESIDENT
PRESIDENT@
SOUTHBANKRESIDENTS.ORG.AU
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Pet’s Corner
The excitable German Shepherd
embracing Southbank
As Lulu and Hayden’s dream dog
for years, Sherlock couldn’t be a
more appreciated seven-month-old
German Shepherd puppy.

❝

❝

words by Kaylah-Joelle Baker
From a “strong working blood line”, with a
father who works as a narcotics detector and
patrol dog, Sherlock has the same strong drive
and intelligence.
Although, due to being a ball of energy, he
does require a lot of training.
“He goes to training school three times a
week,” Lulu said.
“He behaves very well in the apartment
though because I give him enough physical and
mental stimulation throughout the day.”
Thanks to having a parent working from
home, Sherlock is not a lonely dog.

The community they live in is also one Lulu
said is “very friendly” when it comes to socialising and making friends with other dogs.
“This is a great area to socialise puppies with
people and traffic, and there are gardens only 15
minutes drive away where dogs can run free,”
she said.
As a very social dog, Lulu and Hayden said
Sherlock is currently in the process of “learning
his boundaries with other small dogs.”
A task in itself considering he loves playing
with every single dog he comes across.
When Sherlock can’t be found making
friends at all the local parks and gardens, the
loveable pup can be found running and hiking,
with a guaranteed smile in tow.

•

10 YEARS ON

Open 24/7
genuine kinky escorts
5 mins to your door
CBD location

Looking back at Southbank News - 10 Years On
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We survived
COVID-19

RE-OPENED

Fully vaxxed
girls
to your door now!!

▲ Artist Adrian Doyle with team members Seb F and James Bonnici in front of a section of ‘The Wall’.

New artwork ‘The Wall’ unveiled
Southbank has a brand new
art installation, with the
opening of ‘The Wall’, under
the Kingsway overpass on the
Crown promenade.
Crown commissioned Melbourne artist Adrian
Doyle to produce the work, which certainly livens up the walkway. Mr Doyle said the 45-metre mural “nearly killed” him and his team, but
the end result had made it worthwhile.
Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no Southbank News

At the official opening of the work, Crown
CEO Greg Hawkins said the casino was thrilled
with the result and thanked Mr Doyle for his
extensive work.
“This piece of art talks about our history.
It’s a very different experience to what you
would have had walking through this area,”Mr
Hawkins said.
Lord Mayor Robert Doyle said: “Th e wall
changes the feel of this entire area along
Southbank, and it also protects the area from
tagging and vandalism.

•
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PUZZLES & TRIVIA

Quiz

Sudoku

No. 013

Fill in the blank cells using the numbers from
1 to 9. Each number can only appear once in
each row, column and 3x3 block
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5 2
9
HARD
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1 9
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Acidic (4)
Picking up from
where you left
off (10)
Subvert (9)
Fierce
weather (5)
Coagulate (4)
Spreading to
wide area (9)
Ultimate (7)
Cleaning
scoop (7)
Withstands (7)
Siblings (7)
Displace
(bone) (9)
Cut (with axe) (4)
Lack of order (5)
Meddle (9)
Medium size
naval vessels (10)
Throne
platform (4)
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14
16
17
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5
6
7

24 Peace (5)
26 Stinging
insects (4)

Dexterity (10)
Squirm (6)
Propagated (10)
Rebel (9)
Unexplained
events (9)
19 Fund an event (7)
21 Locked and
safe (6)
23 Suns (5)

Bullet (4)
Moves in
waves (9)
Villains (9)
Operators (5)
Own (7)
Idols (5)
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in the
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Crossword

Theme: Rivers
Secret message
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15

3

16

4

17
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18
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19

7

20

8

21

9

22

10

23

11

24

The leftover letters will spell out a secret message.

QUIZ SOLUTIONS
1. Veronica Gorrie (Black and Blue)
New
Yorker
2. Daniel Radcliffe 3. The
It was
filled
back in
4.
It was
filledroll
back
Blackstone
again.
4. The
outinofagain
CBD5.bike
lanes.
6.
Rangers
May
8. 2.1 per
cent21st
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A) 54,738
7. May
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Magnus
Carlsen
10. $33.6
8. Grandmaster
‘Leave the gun,
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cannoli’
million
11. A) 22,849
12.Carlsen
It’s Melbourne’s
9. Grandmaster
Magnus
10. Olive
first
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production
11.build-to-rent
Former Goldfingers
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Insert the missing letters to make
10 words – five reading across the
grid and five reading down.
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AMAZON

INDUS

STYX

AMSTEL

LOIRE

THAMES

ARAS

MEKONG

TIBER

ARNO

MURRAY

TIGRIS

AVON

NIGER

TRENT

CONGO

NILE

TYNE

DANUBE

RHINE

VOLGA

GANGES

SEINE

YARRA

HUDSON

SEVERN

Using the nine letters
in the grid, how many
words of four letters
or more can you list?
The centre letter must
be included and each
letter may only be used
once. No colloquial
or foreign words. No
capitalised nouns,
apostrophes or plural
words ending in “s”.
Reference:
Collins Concise
English Dictionary

No. 013

I

D

C

T

Y
X

L

Today’s Focus:
14 words: Good
21 words: Very good
28 words: Excellent

E
E

SOLUTIONS
celt, cite, cited, city, deceit, deity, delict, diet, edict, edit, elect, elite, excite, excited,
EXCITEDLY, exit, exited, leet, lite, teed, telex, tide, tidy, tied, tilde, tile, tiled, yeti

Secret message: Rolling

ACROSS: HILLS, OCEAN, ROGUE,
SNIDE, ESTER
DOWN: HORSE, ICONS, LEGIT,
LAUDE, SNEER
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危险路口改造 社区仍有顾虑
备受期待的升级改造City 路和Power街交叉路口的设计已经完成，州政府认为这将“为每一个道路使用者提供服务”。
Brendan Rees

这个耗资380万澳元的改造项目今年晚
些时候开始施工，将对这个危险交叉路口进
行几项改造，但是当地社区仍然担心，除非
禁止卡车通过这个交叉路口，否则还是存在
安全隐患。
这项改造工程是因为去年5月，一辆卡
车在此路口一下撞伤了5个人，当地社区由
此发起了一项请愿，呼吁禁止所有重型车辆
在这危险道路上行驶。
经过广泛的咨询调查，包括与社区的
协商，这个十字路口的整改设计将重新调
整City路上的所有车道，拓宽人行道，为大
型卡车提供更多的转弯空间，许多大型卡
车都使用这个路口进入附近的Westgate高
速公路。

City路的左转车道也将延长，以减少进
入Power街的卡车和直行卡车之间的拥堵。
还将安装安全护柱，并改变人行横道
的位置，在行人和道路使用者之间创造更
多空间。
社区对该计划表示欢迎，认为这是在提
高路口安全性方面向前迈出的一步，但坚信
禁止重型车辆通过将是“最终解决方案”。
南岸居民协会主席Tony Penna表示，
这个设计“肯定在某种程度上解决了安全问
题”，但“卡车还是不应行驶在那个十字路
口”。
他说：“这才是最终的答案，目前提出
的临时解决方案肯定会让此路口更安全。”
蒙纳士大学事故研究中心高级研究员
David Logan博士表示，就目前的升级改造
计划“将会大大提高十字路口行人的安全。”
但他补充说，“此计划仍然存在问题，

因为该计划以改进重型车辆的拐弯行驶为中
心，因此不可避免地影响了该区域行人和骑
自行车者的便利。”
Southbank3006居民团体表示，除了

担心重型车辆使用十字路口外，还担心车辆
速度问题，因为卡车司机要拐一个更大的弯
进入Power街，危及行人的安全。

15年州议员退休
担任了15年的Albert Park州议员，Martin Foley宣布辞职，不参加11月的州选举。
David Schout

南岸十年人口翻倍
且年轻多元化
根据2021年全国人口普查，南
岸人口在过去10年中增加了一
倍多，三分之二的当地人年龄
在20至39岁之间。
David Schout

去年8月，有2500多万澳大利亚人参与
了全国人口普查，今年6月份公布了普查数
据，对邮编3006地区展示了一个有趣的人
口数据。
这个数据与州和全国的平均水平相比，
显示了南岸(和South Wharf)是一个更加多
元文化和高等教育的中心。
这项每五年进行的全国人口普查显示，
南岸仍然是年轻人聚集的地区，当地三分之
二的人口(66%)年龄在20至39岁之间。
维州住宅区的这个年龄段数据平均要少
得多（28%）。
南岸人口也在不断增长，在过去十年中
增加了一倍多。
2011年人口普查显示，居住在该地区
的人数为11302人，2021年该数字达到了
22699人。
澳大利亚统计局公布的数据显示，南岸
仍然是一个多元文化的住宅区。
只有三分之一的当地居民出生在澳大利
亚，远低于全国平均水平，全国有三分之二
的人出生在澳大利亚。
在南岸，澳大利亚以外的前五大出生国
家分别是印度(9.4%)、中国(8.9%)、哥伦比
亚(3.9%)、马来西亚(3.6%)和英国(3%)。
由于南岸地区的人口年龄结构，目前有
十分之六的南岸居民正在接受高等教育(包
括大学等高等教育，或职业教育，TAFE和
私人培训教育)。

2007年因前副州长John Thwaites退休
而在补选中当选，Foley先生此后一直担任
墨尔本内城(包括南岸)的州议员。
在州政府，他曾在平等、残疾和住房部
门任职，在2020年9月COVID-19疫情高峰
期间接替Jenny Mikakos担任卫生部长。
Foley 先生是这次宣布将在11月前辞职
的四位Andrews政府高层部长之一，同时
还有副州长James Merlino、警察部长Lisa
Neville和体育部长Martin Pakula。
Foley 先生在6月24日表示，“能够代表
Albert Park——我们州最好的选区，并服
务于我所在的社区是我的荣幸。我要感谢
Albert Park的选民。
他也向他的家人致敬，感谢在他15年的
州议会生涯中所做出的牺牲。
“只有家人知道，给予我多大的支持和
爱，也是我作为议员期间所取得成就的一
部分。尤其是我的妻子和灵魂伴侣Sharon
Duff，任何言语都不足以表达对她的感谢，
现在是时候来回报他们所做的一切了。”

这次辞职声明离州选举不到五个月的时
间，为Albert Park选区的工党席位留下了一
个空缺。
虽然工党以看似轻松的优势占据席位，
但鉴于绿党最近在联邦选举中的强劲表现，
这个空缺席位可能会有一番竞争。
在5月的联邦大选中，绿党候选人

Steph Hodgins-May险些获得Macnamara
的联邦席位，该选区与Albert Park选区同享
一个地理区域，但是工党的Josh Burns在九
天的计票后最终获得了这一席位。
目前尚不清楚工党何时进行Albert Park
空缺席位的预选。

百万人次使用电动滑板车
墨尔本市中心第一个共享电动滑板车试点计划，仅运营四个月就达到了一百万人次使用。
David Schout

自2月1日以来，墨尔本市内平均每天
就有超过5000人次使用，超过了试行前的
预测。
这个早期的使用次数要比世界上其他城
市来得强劲，例如，伦敦花了一年时间才达
到100万人次的门槛。
在市里出现的红色滑板车和绿色滑板车
分别来自Neuron Mobility和Lime公司，是
今年早些时候由三个市政区域开始为期12个
月的试行。
市长Sally Capp透露:“我们已经达到了
令人难以置信的里程碑，墨尔本市、雅拉市
和菲利普港市的电动滑板车出行量达到了
100万人次。”
“自试行开始以来，平均每天有 8600
人次出行，仅墨尔本市就超过5200人次。
从这些惊人的数字来看，伦敦人花了半年多
的时间才达到这个特殊的里程碑，而且这儿
还有数千辆可供使用的电动滑板车。我们很
高兴看到墨尔本人能接受这一可持续、绿色
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动力和有趣的交通方式。”
在6月7日的未来墨尔本委员会会议
上，当问及该试行是否可能成为永久运营，
墨尔本市政城市战略主管 Sophie Handley
说：“电动滑板车当然很受欢迎，这也是全
球最成功的试行之一。”
“然而，是否成为永久性的决定权在维

州政府。 对电动滑板车的评估也是这次试
行的一部分，毫无疑问，我们将与州交通部
和其他合作伙伴一起参与评估。”
自从墨尔本市今年早些时候引进1500
辆电动滑板车以来，电动滑板车在交通网络
中的位置一直是争论的焦点，尤其是在行人
中间贯穿行驶的问题。
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What’s On: July
Community Calendar
Pop-Up Pavilion of Indulgence

UNTIL DECEMBER 31 2022

Chocolate, grain and cane are the buzz
words for this epic winter wonderland.
Enjoy a variety of delicious Mörk hot
chocolates either virgin or try one of their
loaded hot chocolates spiked with gin,
rum and other liqueurs under the pavilion
while warming next to one of the many
open-flame fire heaters.

Aboriginal Heritage Walk

Gain insight into the rich history and
thriving culture of the First Peoples of
Australia though a journey of identifying
significant native plants within the
Gardens.
rbg.vic.gov.au

Buxton Contemporary

Stompers at Southbank Library at
Boyd

Buxton Contemporary, located at the
University of Melbourne’s Southbank
campus, draws upon the Michael Buxton
Collection of contemporary Australian
art as a foundation and inspiration for
exhibitions, performance, research,
teaching and publishing.
buxtoncontemporary.com

Come along for an energetic 30 minutes
of stories, songs, rhymes, music and most
of all, fun. Ages 18 months to 3 years; no
bookings necessary.
03 9658 8300

Southbank Sustainability Group

MARCH 10 - AUGUST 21 2022
Queer

A growing group of green and sustainability enthusiasts who meet up at Boyd
on the first and third Saturday of each
month. Connect via Facebook for more
information and educational tips!

Queer shines a light on the NGV Collection to
examine and reveal the queer stories works of
art can tell. The exhibition explores the NGV
Collection from a queer perspective, presenting
and interpreting queer concepts and stories.

Facebook: SouthbankSustainabilityGroup

27 JUNE - 31 JULY 2022

South Melbourne Community Chest

The Southgate Igloos

Each year South Melbourne Community Chest distributes proceeds from
its OpShop, financial donations and bequests as grants to community
organisations. Not for profit community organisations across the City of Port
Phillip are encouraged to apply for a grant to assist in the funding of projects
or programs. This year’s grants application process will open at 10am on
Thursday 7th July and close at 5pm on Monday 8th August. Applications can
be found at our website https://southmelbournecommunitychest.org.au/
grantrecipients/#grantform or by emailing smccgrants@gmail.com.

For a cool free school holiday experience, gather the family and head to the
Southgate Food Court. Grab a bite to eat
and chill out in your own cozy igloo. Best
of all, it’s free!

Business Directory
Physiotherapy

Fitness

Arts

Elite Sports
Physiotherapy

Sports & Spinal Physiotherapy
Remedial Massage
Clinical Pilates
Post-Surgical Rehabilitation
Free Injury Assessments
WorkCover/TAC Claims

All trainers are University Degree
Premium Harvest qualified
offers anand
exclusive,
we come sensory
to you! dining journey.
www.justintimeworkplacehealth.com
www.justintimept.com

Mezzanine Level, 13 –– 15/1 Freshwater Place, Southbank
phone: 8640 0328 web: www.elitesportsphysio.com.au

From expertly chosen custom-made linen and table settings to remarkable

Childcare

Premium Harvest offers an exclusive, sensory dining journey.

Functions

Photography

Shopping

views of the Yarra River in a dedicated area serviced by seasoned professionals.
From expertly chosen custom-made linen and table settings to remarkable

Premium
is inspired
by selecting
the best
produce
Victoria has
views of Harvest
the Yarra River
in a dedicated
area serviced
by seasoned
professionals.

For the best fresh produce, gourmet food
and specialty shopping,
you can’t beat Queen Vic Market.

to offer and teaming it with equally excellent service, views and wines.
Premium Harvest is inspired by selecting the best produce Victoria has
to offer and teaming it with equally excellent service, views and wines.

High quality childcare
& kindergarten
Enrolling Now

Church

This premium package hosts up to 30

Premium Harvest offers an exclusive, sensory dining journey.

people,
for large
group
Thisideal
premium
package
hostscelebrations.
up to 30
people, ideal for large group celebrations.

Open Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Saturday & Sunday
with plenty of affordable parking.
qvm.com.au

From expertly chosen custom-made linen and table settings to remarkable

Hotel
Real Estate
Starting from $99 per person at Melba Restaurant.

views of the Yarra River in a dedicated area serviced by seasoned professionals.

Starting from $99 per person at Melba Restaurant.

For the full menu, please visit melbarestaurant.com.au
For the full menu, please visit melbarestaurant.com.au

Premium Harvest is inspired by selecting the best produce Victoria has
to offer and teaming it with equally excellent service, views and wines.

This premium package hosts up to 30
people, ideal for large group celebrations.

Ray White Southbank
| Port
Phillip
Starting from $99
per person
at Melba Restaurant.

20 City Road Southbank
For theStreet,
full menu,Southbank
please visit melbarestaurant.com.au
111 Clarendon
3006
The Langham, Melbourne 1 Southgate Avenue, Southbank, VIC 3006 Australia
Telephone 9682 4995
P: (03) 8102 0200
T 1800
641 107 melbarestaurant.comau
The Langham, Melbourne
1 Southgate
Avenue, Southbank, VIC 3006 Australia
www.stjohnssouthgate.com.au
www.raywhitesouthbank.com.au
T 1800 641 107

Talk to Southbank News owner Sean Car
t 0433 930 484 e sean@hyperlocalnews.com.au
about how to customise your campaign to our
audience every month.

melbarestaurant.comau
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The Langham, Melbourne 1 Southgate Avenue, Southbank, VIC 3006 Australia
T 1800 641 107

melbarestaurant.comau

Here today,
gone tomorrow
Scan QR for further details. Call us on 8102 0200 or email us via
southbank.vic@raywhite.com to book an appraisal for sale or rental.
Visit raywhitesouthbank.com.au for more details.

7207/70 Southbank Boulevard, Southbank
$1,500,000 - $1,650,000
Max Hui

1302/105 Clarendon Street, Southbank
$360,000 - $380,000
Austen Kosasih

3/51 Kavanagh Street, Southbank
$800,000 - $880,000
Michael Pastrikos

3405/7 Riverside Quay, Southbank
$1,150,000 - $1,250,000
Michael Pastrikos

410/320 St Kilda Road, Southbank
Contact Agent
Michael Pastrikos

1102/283 City Road, Southbank
$435,000 - $475,000

Max Hui

311/108 Haines Street, North Melbourne
$350,000-$380,000
Austen Kosasih

1001/77 Queens Road, Melbourne
$680,000 - $745,000

Max Hui

607/610 St Kilda Road, Melbourne
$480,000 - $520,000

Max Hui

808/1 Acacia Place, Abbotsford
Contact Agent

204/450 Bell Street, Preston
$495,000 - $540,000

Max Hui

401/33 Breese Street, Brunswick
$360,000 - $395,000

Michael Pastrikos

Trent Bonnici

Michael Pastrikos: 0404 282 864
Max Hui: 0430 238 021
Tommy-Lee Davies: 0416 823 173
Georgina Zeneldin: 0481 577 772
Trent Bonnici: 0402 670 441
Georgia Ackroyd: 0437 810 755
881/488 Swanston Street, Carlton
$305,000 - $315,000

Trent Bonnici

raywhitesouthbank.com.au
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6/120 Brighton Road, Ripponlea
$550,000-600,000

Austen Kosasih

Austen Kosasih: 0422 396 900

