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 Farewell Southbank News, 
next month, we welcome ... 

Farewell Southbank News: more than a newspaper

When the August edition of Southbank News  
rolls off the press, it’ll mark the end of 15 years,  
165 editions and one very special chapter in 
Melbourne’s local media story.

WORDS BY
SEAN CAR

At the time, I really had no idea what I was walking into.
I thought I’d largely be writing local yarns.
Instead, I quickly discovered that editing this local newspaper meant doing, 

well, just about everything.
I was writing the articles, selling the ads, laying out the pages, answering 

the phone and eventually even delivering the newspaper myself. There wer-
en’t many hats left unworn. It was, in every sense, a business within a business.

Looking back, I wouldn’t change a thing.
As someone born and raised in Melbourne, Southbank already held a 

special place in my memory. Growing up, a trip into the city often meant 
Southgate and the river promenade.

When I began working here, I found myself rediscovering that feeling 
through a completely different lens.

More than learning how to produce a newspaper, I learned something far 
more valuable.

Local journalism isn’t just about telling stories. It’s about facilitating 
community.

It’s about connecting people who otherwise might never meet, champi-
oning local causes, celebrating quiet achievements and occasionally giving 
those in power a gentle – or not-so-gentle – reminder that communities 
deserve to be heard.

That lesson has stayed with me ever since.
Southbank gave me the foundations for everything we’ve built at Hyperlocal 

News today.

Continued on page 2.

For me, this one feels especially personal.
While Docklands News may have been where our business began, 

Southbank News is where my own journey really started.
After initially interning at both titles and spending a brief stint reading 

the news at a regional TV news bureau in Shepparton, I found myself back 
in Melbourne in 2013, taking over the editor’s chair from Southbank News 
co-founder Sean Rogasch.
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When Shane Scanlan handed ownership 
of the business to me in 2018, that philoso-
phy travelled with us as we expanded into 
the CBD, Carlton, East Melbourne, North 
Melbourne, Kensington and beyond.

It will travel with us again next month as 
we launch The Melburnian.

Over the years we’ve been fortu-
nate to witness Southbank mature into 
one of Melbourne’s great inner-city 
neighbourhoods.

When I started, the population was less 
than half what it is today. Community 
groups were still finding their feet, services 
were limited and the suburb was only begin-
ning to develop a stronger identity beyond 
being somewhere people slept after work.

Today, more than 25,000 people call 
Southbank home.

We’ve watched South Melbourne Primary 
School open its doors, followed the long 
campaign for Boyd Park, reported on the 
battle over Crown’s supertower proposal, 
chronicled the transformation of Southbank 
Boulevard, advocated for improvements to 
City Rd and Southbank Promenade, and 
covered everything from the expansion 
of the Arts Precinct to the rise and fall of 
Beulah’s ambitious STH BNK proposal.

Since 2016, we’ve also proudly extended 
our coverage into Montague, document-
ing another community growing within the 
Fishermans Bend urban renewal area.

There are countless other stories that 
could fill another 165 editions.

But some of the moments I’m proudest of 
never appeared as front-page splashes.

Watching the Southbank Sustainability 
Group grow from a small gathering of pas-
sionate locals into a respected community 
voice – eventually helping secure a com-
munity garden at Boyd – perfectly captured 
what local newspapers can do.

Sometimes our greatest contribution isn’t 

Farewell Southbank News: more than a newspaper
writing the story.

It’s helping create the conditions for the 
next one.

None of this would have been possible 
without the extraordinary people we’ve met 
along the way.

Thank you to Southbank Residents’ 
Association, Southbank3006, Southbank 
Sustainability Group, St John’s, the Yarra 
River Business Association, Victoria Police, 
our local councillors, state and federal 
representatives past and present, the arts 
organisations, traders, businesses, contrib-
utors and the thousands of residents who 
have trusted us with your stories.

To our advertisers, thank you for believ-
ing in the value of local journalism. 
Quite simply, there wouldn’t have been a 
Southbank News without your support. 

And to my team, both past and present – 
Lauren, Kate, Jenny, Chris, Hanna and our 
incredible distributors who have walked 
every street and apartment tower to ensure 
the paper reached readers each month.

And finally, thank you to every reader 
who has picked up a copy over the past 15 
years.

You’ve given me a career I never expected, 
friendships I never imagined and a deep 
appreciation for what community journal-
ism can achieve.

While this is the end of Southbank News, it 
certainly isn’t the end of Southbank’s voice.

From September, that voice continues 
through The Melburnian.

The masthead may be changing, but our 
commitment to Southbank isn’t.

See you next month. •
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Thinking of selling or buying? Contact me today.

0404 282 864  |  michael.pastrikos@raywhite.com  |  raywhitesouthbank.com.au

The season  
to sell is here

It’s time to ‘Spring’ into action
The peak of Southbank buyer activity starts now.

To maximise your property value this season,  
rely on local experience and a proven track record.

SOUTHBANK AGENT OF THE YEAR  
2017.  2020.  2021.  2022.  2023.  2024.  2025 + 2026
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For a limited time, clients who purchase a completed apartment at Emerald Place can  
unlock a luxury travel experience valued up to $50,000*, personally curated by Melbourne 
based luxury travel advisory Joel Found. With your choice of dream destination and immersive 
itinerary, you could discover the skyline of New York or the charm of Paris in Spring.

Unlock up to $50,000  
travel experience*

EXCLUSIVE OFFER

DEVELOPMENT PARTNER

*Terms and conditions apply. Offer ends 30 September 2026.

NICHOLE PICKERING  
0455 948 809

BARRY DEVENNY 
0484 594 110

Move in today.  
Call to schedule  
a private viewing.
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Sale of Hanover House signals likely end  
for Beulah’s STH BNK vision

The sale of Hanover House in 
Southbank appears to have all 
but extinguished hopes of Beulah 
delivering its iconic STH BNK by 
Beulah project in its originally 
approved form.

WORDS BY
SEAN CAR

As first reported by the Australian Financial 
Review, receivers have sold the 158 City Rd 
site – known as Hanover House – for around 
$26 million to a private local developer, 
who is understood to be pursuing a build-
to-rent project using the site’s existing 
planning permit for a 46-storey residential 
tower.

The sale is significant because Hanover 
House formed around a third of the land 
assembly required for Beulah’s internation-
ally acclaimed “Green Spine” proposal.

The approved $2.7 billion development 
was designed to span both the former BMW 
showroom site at 118 City Rd and the neigh-
bouring Hanover House property, with the 
project only becoming possible after the 
planning permit was amended in 2023 to 
incorporate both sites into a single devel-
opment footprint.

While the former BMW site remains 
unsold and continues to be marketed by 

receivers, the separate sale of Hanover 
House effectively ends any realistic pros-
pect of the twin-tower Green Spine scheme 
proceeding as originally approved.

The latest development represents a sig-
nificant shift from Beulah’s public position 
over the past two years.

As previously reported by Southbank 
News, the developer had consistently main-
tained it remained committed to realising 
its goal despite mounting financial pres-
sures, telling this newspaper in 2024 that 
it was “committed to delivering our vision” 
while pursuing design amendments aimed 
at reducing construction costs.

More recently, after the project’s man-
agement entity entered voluntary admin-
istration, Beulah said it continued to be in 
discussions with potential development 
partners regarding the next phase of the 
project.

However, in comments published follow-
ing the Hanover House sale, the developer 
acknowledged that the project “may not 
proceed as originally envisaged”, citing 
challenging market conditions despite its 
“best efforts”.

The sale also comes as pressure contin-
ues to mount over an estimated $57 million 
in purchaser deposits tied to the stalled 
development.

Southbank News first revealed concerns 
from purchasers earlier this year after 
buyers questioned how long their deposits 
could stay locked away while construction 
remained stalled.

Since that reporting, Southbank News 
understands a number of purchasers have 
now engaged legal representation in an 
effort to recover their deposits from Beulah, 
arguing the circumstances surrounding the 
project have fundamentally changed.

The latest sale is expected to strengthen 
those arguments, with some purchasers 
reportedly claiming the separate disposal 
of Hanover House constitutes a material 
change to the development they originally 
agreed to purchase into.

According to the AFR, receivers are now 
seeking legal advice on whether the sale 
affects the status of purchaser contracts 
and associated deposits, while marketing 
efforts continue for the adjoining former 
BMW showroom site.

For Southbank, the sale marks the likely 
end of one of the city’s most ambitious 
– and heavily promoted – development 
proposals.

Unveiled in 2018 following an inter-
national architectural competition, STH 
BNK by Beulah promised Australia’s tall-
est building, a Four Seasons hotel, Centre 
Pompidou partnership, extensive public 
open space and a dramatic “Green Spine” 
design that quickly became synonymous 
with the future of Southbank.

After years of anticipation, extensive mar-
keting campaigns and repeated assurances 
that the vision was still alive, the sale of 
one of the project’s two cornerstone sites 
suggests that chapter has now come to  
a close. •

Ray White Southbank 
opens doors for real 
estate careers night
Ray White Southbank will host 
a free careers and information 
evening on September 9, offering 
aspiring and experienced property 
professionals an inside look at 
working in the real estate industry.

Hosted by Ray White Southbank principal 
Andrew Salvo, the event will feature an 
interactive panel discussion with local sales 
agents and property managers sharing their 
pathways into the industry, lessons learned, 
and the experiences gained while building 
their careers through the Southbank office.

The evening is aimed at both established 
professionals considering their next move 
and newcomers interested in entering real 
estate.

Panel discussions will explore the real-
ities of working in Melbourne’s property 
market, the training and mentoring availa-
ble to new recruits, and the role technology, 
data and brand support can play in helping 
agents and property managers develop 
their careers.

Attendees will also have an opportunity 
to put questions directly to the panel during 
a live audience Q&A.

Mr Salvo said the event was designed to 
offer a transparent view of the industry and 
the way the Southbank office operates.

“We are constantly looking for excep-
tional people to join our growing team,” 
Mr Salvo said. “Whether you are an experi-
enced agent feeling capped in your current 
setup or someone entirely new to the indus-
try, this night is about transparency.”

“We want to show you how our office 
operates, how our training works, and 
how the backing of Australia’s biggest real 
estate brand can help you achieve your per-
sonal and financial goals.”

Following the panel discussion, guests 
will be invited to stay for an informal 
networking session with complimentary 
cheese and wine.

The session will provide an opportunity to 
speak one-on-one with Mr Salvo, members 
of the office’s leadership team and partici-
pating panellists.

The event will be held from 6pm to 7pm 
on Wednesday, September 9 at 273 City Rd, 
Southbank.

Attendance is free, but registration 
is required due to the venue’s limited  
capacity. •
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REFINED RESIDENCES NOW SELLING

Introducing the premium Alta Residences, offering exclusive access to the Level 66 Cumulus  
Club. Designed by DKO with a refined Japanese-inspired sensibility, these elevated homes feature 

Gaggenau appliances, considered interiors and breathtaking views. Alta residents enjoy access  
to every layer of AURA’s amenity, culminating in the Cumulus Club—two sublime levels of lounges, 

private dining and terrace spaces, alongside a sanctuary of wellness including sauna, spa soak,  
yoga, meditation and dedicated treatment rooms.

DISPLAY GALLERY NOW OPEN — LEVEL 1, 10 HOFF BOULEVARD, SOUTHBANK.

A HIGHER STATE OF MIND

AUR AMSQ .COM. AU

Artist’s Impression
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Proudly named Victoria’s Best Strata Team, we’re honoured to receive  
the 2025 Strata Community Management – Medium Business Award. 

Recognised for our transparency, trust and open-door approach, we remain committed to  

putting people first. Thank you to our clients, partners and community for your support.

Call 9804 5551 for a confidential, obligation-free discussion  
about how we can add value to your building and community.

Deputy Lord Mayor Roshena Campbell eyes  
state parliament in Western Metropolitan tilt

City of Melbourne Deputy Lord 
Mayor Roshena Campbell is 
making another bid for higher 
office, after being endorsed by the 
Victorian Liberal Party to contest 
the Western Metropolitan Region 
at this year’s state election.

WORDS BY
SEAN CAR

The Liberal Party announced on August 7 
that Cr Campbell would join opposition 
leader Jess Wilson’s team for the upper 
house region, which includes large parts of 
Melbourne’s west.

Her candidacy follows the departure of 
former Liberal-turned-independent MP 
Moira Deeming from the region and repre-
sents Cr Campbell’s latest attempt to enter 
state or federal politics.

In 2023, she unsuccessfully contested the 
federal seat of Aston for the Liberal Party 
under then-opposition leader Peter Dutton, 
losing the traditionally Liberal-held seat to 
Labor in a historic by-election result.

Cr Campbell may again face criticism 
over being parachuted into an electorate 
outside her immediate political base, an 
issue that featured prominently during the 
Aston campaign. However, her profile as a 
barrister, mother of four and experienced 
City of Melbourne councillor gives the 
Liberals a high-profile candidate as they 
seek to rebuild support in Melbourne’s west.

“My parents lived in Point Cook, and I 

also spent many years volunteering at the 
Footscray soup kitchen,” Cr Campbell said.

“Residents of the West are hardworking 
families from all backgrounds, and they 
have been let down by a bad government.”

First elected to the City of Melbourne in 
2020, Cr Campbell became Deputy Lord 
Mayor alongside Nick Reece in 2024 and 
has emerged as one of Town Hall’s more 
experienced figures, with a strong focus on 
business, safety and city management.

Her move also adds another layer of 
intrigue to the City of Melbourne ahead of 
November’s state election.

Labor-aligned councillor Davydd Griffiths 
has already announced his intention to 
contest the lower-house seat of Melbourne 
against Greens MP Ellen Sandell.

Should both Cr Campbell and Cr Griffiths 
be elected, the council could lose two of 
its most senior and experienced members 

at once, potentially reshaping the balance 
and dynamics of Town Hall less than half-
way through its four-year term.

Cr Campbell’s election to state par-
liament would also create a vacancy in 
the deputy lord mayoralty, triggering a 
by-election to determine who would serve 
alongside Lord Mayor Nick Reece for the 
remainder of the term.

Southbank News understands there may 
yet be further council interest in the state 
election, with another councillor consider-
ing a run, although no announcement has 
been made.

For Cr Campbell, the campaign repre-
sents another opportunity to translate her 
experience at Melbourne Town Hall to a 
higher level of government.

“On council, I’ve seen first-hand the prob-
lems our state faces,” she said. “I’m ready to 
help deliver our plan to fix it.” •

Male sought over 
Southbank bin fires
Police are appealing for 
information about a man they 
believe lit up to eight bin fires 
around Southbank over a month-
long period.

Victoria Police Melbourne Crime 
Investigation Unit detectives have released 
CCTV footage of a Caucasian, male, approx-
imately 18 to 25 years of age with a slim 
build wearing dark coloured clothing.

They are asking for help from the public to 
identify and locate the man, who is wanted 
in relation to the deliberately lit fires.

These were: near the intersection of 
City Rd and Power St at about 10.10am on 
Friday, July 3; on Haig St, near Clarendon 
St, at about 11.15pm on Tuesday, July 7 and 
also Sunday, July 12; and at Clarke St, near 
City Rd, just after 3pm on Monday, July 27. 

Four bins were also set alight on City 
Rd between 5.30pm and 8pm on Sunday, 
August 2.

No properties were damaged as a result 
of the fires and there were no injuries.

Anyone with information on any of the 
incidents is urged to contact Crime Stoppers 
on 1800 333 000 or submit an online confi-
dential report at crimestoppersvic.com.au •



Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no Southbank News

Insights & Data | Grants | Industry News

Subscribe to our fortnightly
business newsletter



Please support our advertisers because without them we would have no Southbank News

9

If you would like some regular exercise and be a part 
of something community focused, we need you! 

Help us deliver the only dedicated 
local news source in Melbourne.

To join our team 
please contact: admin@hyperlocalnews.com.au

Do you like walking?

Southbank walking group marks 10 years of movement and connection

A free weekly walking group 
established by JustInTime Personal 
Training has marked 10 years of 
helping Southbank residents stay 
active, connected and engaged 
with their local community.

Founder Justin Moran launched the initi-
ative after establishing JustInTime PT in 
Southbank in 2012, motivated by a desire to 
give something back to the neighbourhood 
where the business began.

“Personal training was and still is a 
non-essential item and a luxury that not 
everyone can afford, so I felt compelled to 
give back to the community and to do so at 
little or no cost,” Mr Moran said.

He said the business’s continued 
growth had enabled it to keep funding 
the Southbank group and paying qualified 
staff to lead the sessions without charging 
participants.

“I seriously didn’t think too far past the 
desire to build a community, which we 
have,” he said. “To think we have achieved 
10 years has blown my mind and I am very 
proud.”

Held each Wednesday morning, the initi-
ative is described as “more than just a walk-
ing group”.

Along with exploring different routes 
around Southbank and the city, participants 
take part in exercises focused on posture, 
balance, strength, flexibility, mobility, fall 
prevention and cognitive function.

The sessions are led by university-qualified 

WORDS BY
SEAN CAR

trainers and typically finish with coffee, 
conversation and plenty of laughter.

Mr Moran said walking provided a 
low-impact and accessible form of exercise, 
but the group’s broader value came from 
the education and social connection built 
into each session.

“Opportunities and experiences like these 
are simply massive and play a major part in 
building happiness, connection and friend-
ships,” he said.

“What better way to do so than over exer-
cise and coffee?”

That social role is particularly important 
in Southbank, where many residents live in 
apartment buildings and can feel discon-
nected from their neighbours.

Original member Julie Clifton said the 
group had become stronger over time, with 
a solid core of regular participants.

“The walks we do are in different direc-
tions around the city, which is such a bonus, 
and everyone can walk at their own pace,” 
she said.

“There are a lot of laughs. The group is 
also a very strong social group, with mem-
bers not only doing the weekly coffee but 
meeting up for other events outside of the 
walking group.”

Long-term participants Ron and Cath 
Margieson said the sessions supported 
mental health through social interaction 
while improving mobility, fitness and cogni-
tive function.

Another member, Phil Boase, said joining 
the group had helped him remain active 
while managing long COVID and post-viral 
fatigue.

“Exercising together with other par-
ticipants gives me more motivation and 

commitment to keep going,” he said.
“The unexpected bonus is the social 

interaction that I have also gained. It 
has connected me to other people in the 
local community and to other community 
activities.”

Mr Moran said one of the most rewarding 
outcomes had been watching friendships 
continue beyond the weekly sessions.

“The fact that many of the regulars are 
friends now and do many social outings 
together away from our group is just bril-
liant,” he said.

JustInTime PT has since established sim-
ilar free groups in Docklands and Barwon 
Heads, with Mr Moran saying the positive 
response had reinforced the value of main-
taining the initiative.

“We will continue to offer them all for 
many years to come,” he said. •

Who responds best to
improving sleep?

Project HERA | Health and Environmental factors for Resilient Ageing

Participants
receive up to

$1,000

Phase 3:
1 week of at home monitoring
Overnight stay in the laboratory with blood sampling

Phase 1:
Questionnaires & Health Screening

Phase 2:
2 weeks at-home intervention with sleep enhancement
2 daytime laboratory cognitive testing sessions 

Phase 4:
MR-PET Brain Scan

IF INTERESTED, CONTACT
US OR SCAN THE QR CODE 
project.hera@austin.org.au
www.tinyurl.com/ProjectHERA
(03) 9496 5928

You may be eligible if you:
Are aged 60-75
Are a healthy regular, sleeper
Have no current diagnosis of:

Sleep disorders
Cardiovascular disorders
Mood disorders

Help us understand what factors make someone respond better to sleep
enhancement, and how we can use sleep to promote resilient ageing. 

MUHREC APPROVAL NUMBER 42365 
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State Theatre to reopen with First Nations concert

Arts Centre Melbourne’s 
newly refurbished Ian Potter 
State Theatre will reopen 
on October 3 with a world-
premiere First Nations-led 
concert performed entirely 
in Aboriginal languages from 
across Victoria.

Gugu Dindi Gunyah (Many Rivers. One 
Home) will be the first public performance 
staged in the theatre following its extensive 
refurbishment, which has been under way 
since 2024 as part of the wider Melbourne 
Arts Precinct Transformation project.

Created by Mutti Mutti, Nari Nari and 
Yorta Yorta songman Kutcha Edwards, the 
concert will bring together Song Keepers 
and cultural custodians from across Victoria 
in a multi-disciplinary celebration of cul-
ture, resilience and belonging.

Curated and led by Edwards, the work is 
framed as a journey of reconnection to cul-
ture, community and self, shaped by rivers, 
songlines, ancestral stories and shared 
memory.

He will be joined by artists including 
Deborah Cheetham Fraillon AO, Wayne 
Thorpe, Alice Skye, Stacie Nicholson-Piper, 
Neil Morris and Boorook – Brett Clarke.

Directed by Kylie Belling, the production 
will evoke Country as a living and chang-
ing presence beneath the performers, with 
music direction by Aaron Choulai. Every 
song will be sung in the language of the 
Song Keeper who holds it.

Artist Tegan Murdock will guide the per-
formance through a lens of cultural prac-
tice, ceremony and weaving, with the stage 
designed to ripple and shift with light and 
texture like river systems guiding the work’s 

journey.
For Edwards, whose own story is deeply 

connected to water, song and ancestral 
knowledge, the project follows an extensive 
series of on-Country creative developments 
with Song Keepers and cultural custodians 
across Victoria.

Born on the banks of the Murrumbidgee 
River and removed from Country as a 
child, Edwards said the work had emerged 
through a cultural framework.

“When you’re asked to conceptualise 
something for Arts Centre Melbourne, you 
first need to ask yourself, ‘why me?’ Then 
Then you need to figure out what story do 
you want and need to tell,” he said.

“You take a deep breath and realise that 
this concept needs to be seen as ceremony, 
Waripa. You enter into a cultural framework. 
Gugu Dindi Gunyah starts to take form. The 
rivers have their own Dreaming stories. The 
country has its own story. We have our own 
story.”

Minister for Creative Industries Vicki 

Ward said the concert would be “an unmiss-
able and unforgettable performance” 
and a powerful way to mark the theatre’s 
reopening.

Arts Centre Melbourne CEO Karen 
Quinlan AM said the work was an important 
celebration of the languages and songlines 
of Victoria’s First Peoples.

“We knew it needed to be the first concert 
to reopen our beloved theatre, celebrat-
ing and honouring the stories of our First 
Peoples on Victoria’s most treasured stage,” 
she said.

The refurbishment has included new 
aisles, upgraded seating, improved heating 
and cooling, accessible seating supported 
by two new lifts, and new lighting and 
sound systems, while preserving the thea-
tre’s distinctive interior vision by designer 
John Truscott.

Arts Centre Melbourne will announce 
its broader reopening program in August. 
Gugu Dindi Gunyah will be performed at 
7pm on October 3. •

Melbourne’s late-night voices come to life at Malthouse

The anonymous voices of 
Melbourne’s night owls will take 
centre stage at Malthouse Theatre 
this August in an immersive audio 
work exploring the city during its 
quietest hours.

Playing in the Bagging Room from August 
13 to 29, The Nightline invites audience 
members to sit alone at a table, pick up a 
vintage telephone and operate a switch-
board connecting them to real voice mes-
sages left between midnight and 6am.

The recordings capture the thoughts and 
experiences of shift workers, insomniacs, 
truck drivers, emergency workers, new par-
ents, prank callers and late-night revellers, 
creating an intimate portrait of Melbourne 
after dark.

The work was created by documentary 
theatre maker Roslyn Oades and ARIA 
Award-winning sound artist Bob Scott.

Originally commissioned for RISING’s 
inaugural 2021 program, its planned 
Melbourne premiere was cancelled when 
the city entered lockdown on the festival’s 
opening night.

Since then, The Nightline has travelled 
to Sydney Festival, Adelaide Festival, the 
Gold Coast’s Bleach* Festival and Canada’s 
Carrefour international de théâtre de 
Québec.

For each season, Oades and Scott collect 
a new batch of anonymous messages from 
the host city. Ahead of the Malthouse run, 
they again called on Melbourne’s late-night 
community to contribute, creating a new 
snapshot of the city’s inner life.

“There is a distinct, open-hearted hon-
esty to the anonymous messages left for 
The Nightline under the cover of darkness,” 
Oades said.

“Bringing this work back to my home city 
of Melbourne, the place where the idea was 
dreamed up – in response to my own over-
night experiences – is incredibly special.”

Audiences will be guided into the space 
by “The Nightline Concierge”, played by 
Katia Molino, before being left to navigate 
the recordings.

The production strips away conventional 
theatrical spectacle in favour of close lis-
tening, with the switchboard gradually dis-
solving the distance between strangers.

Malthouse Theatre executive producer 
and co-CEO Vivia Hickman described the 
work as “an exceptionally delicate, moving 
portrait of a city in its quietest hours”.

“Since capturing the imagination of audi-
ences across Australia and overseas, it is a 
privilege to bring The Nightline back to the 
city where it all began,” she said.

The production features design by Clare 
Britton, lighting and coding by Fausto 
Brusamolino and switchboard design by 
Greg Cameron.

Its anonymous message bank will remain 
open throughout the season, with later 
contributions potentially included in future 
iterations of the work.

The Nightline runs for 40 minutes at 
Malthouse Theatre, 113 Sturt St, Southbank, 
from August 13 to 29. Performances are 
held Tuesday to Saturday, with additional 
late sessions on Thursdays and Fridays. 
Tickets range from $35 to $45. •
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  Every Sunday 9am
  Worship 
  Check our website for updates

20 City Road Southbank 
Telephone 9682 4995  
www.stjohnssouthgate.com.au

flowersWear florals

  Sunday 6th September 9am
  Thanksgiving Celebration
  Followed by morning tea 

MSO unveils ambitious 2027 
season celebrating Australian 
talent and musical landmarks

Nature takes over  
at The Gladstone

The Melbourne Symphony 
Orchestra will enter its 121st year 
with a wide-ranging 2027 season 
featuring major symphonic works, 
13 world premieres of Australian 
commissions and a program 
marking 200 years since the death 
of Beethoven.

A pair of emerging artists has 
pulled together an innovative, 
varied exhibition exploring natural 
themes in a gallery space at built-
to-rent complex The Gladstone. 
Unusually, included in the show, 
which features 14 contributors, is  
a pop-up gift shop.

WORDS BY
JENNY DENTON

A twining root system climbs five metres up 
the internal concrete pylons of the ground-
floor gallery at The Gladstone, adding an 
intriguing organic element to the quasi-in-
dustrial space.

Another root-focused work has been 
made from mycelium threads woven into 
rounded sculptural balls, which hang and 
gently spin as people walk past.

The exhibition, Bloom, which attracted 
a crowd of 200 to its opening on July 16, 
explores growth and nature in all its forms, 
the organisers say, and incorporates paint-
ing, sculpture, installation, photography, 
textiles and “object-based” pieces.

Among the many works on display are 
photos of petals, AI-generated images 
of clouds, intricate porcelain sculptures 
imbued with floral scent, fibre necklaces, 
woven vessels and various pieces examin-
ing different sorts of iridescence found in 
nature.

The exhibition includes “a really great 
cross-section of artists from different back-
grounds,” co-organiser Kerrin Samuel says, 
and “a lot of different and interesting inter-
pretations of flora”.

Staged as part of an initiative aimed at 
providing commercial opportunities as well 
as exhibition space to emerging artists, the 
show includes a retail area with merchan-
dise and affordable prints and objects made 
by the exhibitors. 

Kerrin Samuel and Jade Armstrong, who 
met at RMIT as students, had been thinking 
about the idea for a couple of years when 

Chief conductor Jaime Martín will open the 
season with three works by Beethoven, cul-
minating in the Ninth Symphony and its cel-
ebrated Ode to Joy.

Across the year, Martín will also lead 
programs pairing composers, including 
Schubert and Mahler, Mozart and Brahms, 
Rachmaninov and Dvořák, Sibelius and 
Shostakovich, and Mozart with siblings 
Felix and Fanny Mendelssohn.

MSO chief executive Richard Wigley said 
the orchestra would approach the season 
with a renewed focus on the shared experi-
ence of live music.

“As we continue the journey from our 
120th year towards our 125th, we do so with a 
clear sense of purpose – it’s all about great 
music,” Mr Wigley said.

“In 2027, we give our full attention to 
outstanding symphonic music and create 
experiences that ask us to listen as deeply 
and thoughtfully as the world’s finest com-
posers intended.”

Mr Martín described the program as “a 
celebration of the spirit of discovery”, com-
bining familiar masterpieces with works 
audiences may be encountering for the first 
time.

Season highlights include A Midwinter 
Feast, bringing together music by Britten, 
Elgar and Walton, and a performance 
of William Walton’s Belshazzar’s Feast. 
Cellist Li-Wei Qin will perform Elgar’s Cello 
Concerto.

The orchestra will also present Symphonic 
Swing, led by conductor Clark Rundell 
and featuring the Australian premiere of 
Wynton Marsalis’ Trumpet Concerto, per-
formed by Austrian trumpeter Selina Ott in 
her MSO debut. The program will include 
works by Gershwin and Bernstein, alongside 
a new commission by Australian composer 
Vanessa Perica.

Australian music will remain central to 
the season, with 13 world premieres of MSO 
commissions and co-commissions. Among 
them is a new work about Joan of Arc by 
former MSO composer-in-residence Mary 
Finsterer and librettist Tom Wright, drawing 
on transcripts from the 1431 heresy trial.

Yitzhak Yedid’s large-scale oratorio The 
Valley of the Dry Bones will bring together 
the MSO, MSO Chorus and The Consort of 
Melbourne, with Stan Grant narrating.

The orchestra has also appointed 
Melbourne-born, Europe-based conductor 
Nicholas Carter as chief guest conductor.

Mr Carter, general music director of the 
Staatsoper and Staatsorchester Stuttgart, 
will lead performances of Strauss and 
Schumann, as well as Bruckner’s Eighth 
Symphony. “The MSO gave me my first expe-
rience of orchestral music and first inspired 
me to become a conductor, so to return as 
chief guest conductor is an enormous privi-
lege,” he said.

International guests will include pianists 
Paul Lewis and Alexandra Dariescu, con-
ductors Chloé van Soeterstède, Rodolfo 
Barráez, Yutaka Sado and Eva Ollikainen, 
violinist Inmo Yang, soprano Claire Booth 
and mezzo-soprano Fleur Barron.

The orchestra will also continue its free 
and low-cost programs, including the 
Sidney Myer Free Concerts, MSO In Your 
Neighbourhood and performances in 
Frankston and Geelong.

Subscriptions open August 10, with indi-
vidual tickets available from October 14. •

they approached tech hub startup FB Ideas 
with it and were advised to apply for a “cre-
ative residency” at The Gladstone.

The residency is run with the support of 
Greystar, which owns the complex.

“What we’re trying to do with the exhibi-
tion is to give people who don’t necessarily 
have a standard pathway as an emerging 
artist a leg-up,” Kerrin says. 

“We wanted to share our opportunity with 
other artists who we think are doing really 
cool and amazing things and help them 
with regards to commercialising their prac-
tice in a way that makes it sustainable to do 
art as a full-time career.”

Featured among Bloom’s 15 exhibitors is 
established bayside painter Anna Blatman, 
who is known for her eye-catchingly colour-
ful, naïve style nature-themed scenes. 

Alongside Kerrin and Jade, who have 
contributed a range of interesting work in 
different mediums, the exhibitors, many 
of them first-timers, are Tina Burge, Maya 
Grkow, Barry Robertson, Shelly Lazar, Nah 
Bananas, Toby Wundheiler, Lily Wundheiler, 
Kirtana Bharathi, Nicola De Rosbo-Davies, 
Randeep Sith Zem Rost, Sue Armstrong and 
Thea Hu-Warren. 

The exhibition, which was officially 
opened by City of Port Phillip Mayor Alex 
Makin, has drawn plenty of locals in, Kerrin 
says.

“There really is a lovely sense of commu-
nity here, and it’s so nice to bring the res-
idents down into the gallery to come and 
connect with their neighbours and other 
people in the building as well as to talk to 
the artists.”

“It’s a fabulous way to activate one of 
the spaces in Fishermans Bend and bring 
people into The Gladstone to see what they 
have to offer as well.”

As part of the project, the artists will be 
offering a series of workshops and events, 
including sessions on visible mending, fibre 
art jewellery making, furniture weaving, 
sugar blowing and making flowers out of 
both clay and crepe paper. 

Bloom is open Thursdays and Fridays 
4pm to 7pm and Saturdays 1pm to 4pm or 
by appointment at Tower B, The Gladstone 
until September 13.

artup.global •

Jade Armstrong – Beauty’s Time.
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Emerald Place brings new life to South Melbourne

A new luxury residential 
development on the corner 
of Clarendon and York streets 
is helping reinvigorate South 
Melbourne’s main retail strip, 
close to Southbank and the 
CBD.

Emerald Place, developed by Lowe Living in 
partnership with IN. TRE, is now complete, 
delivering 38 architecturally designed resi-
dences on one of South Melbourne’s most 
prominent corners.

The project has been designed as a luxury, 
low-density alternative to larger inner-city 
apartment buildings, with house-sized res-
idences aimed at rightsizers, professionals 
and buyers seeking a walkable lifestyle 
close to the South Melbourne Market, 
Albert Park and the CBD.

Beyond the residences themselves, the 
completed building also marks a visible 
renewal of a key Clarendon and York St site 
at a point where South Melbourne transi-
tions towards Southbank and the central 
city.

With its heritage-inspired form, ground-
floor presence and emphasis on quality 
design, Emerald Place adds a new layer of 
activation to a stretch of Clarendon St that 
has long carried the potential to better con-
nect South Melbourne’s village character 
with the growth occurring in the area.

Lowe Living co-founder Tim Lowe said 
Emerald Place reflected the company’s 
focus on delivering high-quality projects in 
established lifestyle locations.

“At Lowe Living, we take great pride in 
transforming highly coveted lifestyle-driven 
locations into exceptional residential, retail, 
and commercial spaces,” Mr Lowe said.

“Emerald Place is the embodiment of 
our commitment to excellence. An iconic 
address that stands apart in the luxury resi-
dential development realm.”

Designed in collaboration with Woods 
Bagot, with landscape architecture by Acre, 
Emerald Place has sought to reinterpret the 
character of South Melbourne rather than 
overwhelm it.

The building draws on the area’s 19th cen-
tury pub architecture and brickwork, using 
detail, texture and restrained materiality to 
create a contemporary corner statement 
that still feels connected to its setting.

proportions, natural stone, smoky engi-
neered timber and premium detailing, 
reflecting a shift towards apartments that 
feel more like established homes than 
standard inner-city dwellings.

The building still has a limited number 
of remaining residences and skyhomes, 
positioning the completed project as a rare 
complete offering rather than an off-the-
plan promise.

Lowe Living co-founder Emma Lowe said 
collaboration had been central to the pro-
ject’s delivery.

“Collaboration, integrity and respect for 
our partners is at the centre of everything 
we do,” Ms Lowe said.

“When we come together, we create 
spaces that stand the test of time, and set 
new standards for design, creativity, and 
innovation.”

The project’s landscaping has also been 
designed to soften the urban setting and 
bring greenery into daily life.

Acre creative director Brett Robinson said 
the landscape had been developed to work 
closely with the building’s architecture.

“The materials and geometry of the land-
scape has been delivered to work with 
the architectural palette and form, linking 
the two to create a seamless connection 
between the building and landscape,” Mr 
Robinson said.

“This approach responds to the needs 
of urban living, in bringing nature to the 
day-to-day life of occupants and providing 
spaces for entertaining and outdoor living.”

For South Melbourne, the project’s com-
pletion comes at an important moment for 
Clarendon and York streets, which contin-
ues to balance its traditional village identity 
with the pressure and opportunity created 
by nearby growth in Southbank, Fishermans 
Bend and the CBD.

Emerald Place’s location gives residents 
immediate access to South Melbourne 
Market, surrounding cafes and restaurants, 
public transport and open space.

In that sense, the development is not 
only a new residential address, but a con-
tribution to the continuing renewal of South 
Melbourne as a lived-in, walkable and 
active inner-city neighbourhood.

loweliving.com.au •

Woods Bagot associate principal Ana Sá 
said the design had been grounded in the 
history and texture of the suburb.

“Home at Emerald Place is an urban oasis 
to call your own,” Ms Sá said.

“Grounded in South Melbourne’s rich 
history of heritage pubs and brickwork, 
Emerald Place celebrates detail and craft, 
forming a strong and elegantly restrained 
corner statement.”

She said subtle patterns, textures and 
honest materials carried through from the 
architecture into the interiors, creating 
warmth and comfort for residents.

Inside, the residences have been con-
ceived with an emphasis on generous 
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ADVERTISEMENT
Your City of Melbourne community update

Ahead of November’s state 
election, Melbourne is back in the 
political spotlight – and we want 
to make the most of it.  

We’ve launched a new advocacy 
campaign: Melbourne Matters. 
Because when Melbourne does well, 
Victoria does too.  

Many of the decisions that will shape 
Melbourne’s future sit outside Town 
Hall – including housing, schools, 
transport and other essential 
infrastructure needed to support 
growing communities. 

Our campaign focuses on 3 priorities: 
supporting Victoria’s growth, creating 
safe and healthy communities, and 
protecting Melbourne’s place as 
Australia’s cultural capital.  

MELBOURNE MATTERS FOR  
VICTORIA’S GROWTH 

Melbourne is one of Victoria’s fastest-
growing areas and generates 22% of 
the state’s economic output, but we 
need the right investment and policy 
support to help that growth succeed. 

• We’re calling on the Victorian 
Government to give Melbourne the 
same level of support and policy 
attention as other major growth 
areas as our population continues 
to grow. 

• We also want to work with the 
Victorian Government to unlock 
public land and create more green 
space for our growing community. 
The Moonee Ponds Creek corridor is 
one example: 1.3 hectares of locked-
up land unable to be accessed by 
60,000 nearby residents.

MELBOURNE MATTERS FOR SAFE 
AND HEALTHY COMMUNITIES  

We know that people in our 
community are currently under 
pressure to make ends meet, and we’re 
seeing crime and antisocial behaviour 
escalating in our public places.  

Melbourne must remain a city 
that feels safe, welcoming and 
accessible for everyone, including 
the most vulnerable members of our 
community. 

• We need continued support 
from the Victorian Government 

to help keep Melbourne’s streets 
safe, including a more visible and 
consistent safety presence in busy 
areas and known hotspots. 

• Many people experiencing 
homelessness are also living with 
complex mental health challenges. 
Too often, when someone reaches 
crisis point, there are only 2 places 
for them to go: hospital or jail. We’re 
calling for greater investment in 
crisis accommodation and proven 
programs like Street to Home that 
help break the cycle. 

MELBOURNE MATTERS AS  
AUSTRALIA’S CULTURAL CAPITAL 

Melbourne’s arts, music and events 
scene is a huge part of what makes 
this city special – and with the creative 
economy contributing more than $41 
billion to Victoria each year, it’s also a 
major economic driver. 

• Major events like our New Year’s 
Eve celebrations play a huge role 
in bringing the city to life and 
attracting visitors from around 
Australia and beyond. An extra  
$1 million in state funding 

Why 
Melbourne 
Matters

Scan the QR code for 
more information. 

would support the expansion of 
programming and offerings.

• We’re calling on the Victorian 
Government to restore funding to 
organisations like Creative Victoria 
and Visit Victoria. Creative Victoria’s 
funding has fallen by almost one 
third since 2022, with cuts starting 
to take a real toll on Melbourne’s 
creative sector. 

As we approach the state election, 
Melburnians should expect ambition 
from all sides of politics – and 
politicians should expect to 
hear directly from the people 
they represent.  

Call your local MP. Visit their office. 
Ask them what their vision is for 
Melbourne and whether they are 
prepared to fight for it.  

That matters, because 
Melbourne matters. 

Events like Moomba Festival are major economic drivers for Victoria

Melbourne at dawn, courtesy of Visit Victoria
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Has the government stopped caring about Fishermans Bend?

OPINION BY
SEAN CAR

WORDS BY
JENNY DENTON

It is a provocative question, 
but after more than a decade 
of delay, drift and diminished 
ambition, it is one the state 
government should be 
prepared to answer honestly.

Has it stopped caring about Fishermans 
Bend?

When that exact question was put to the 
government, the response was tellingly 
tepid. Fishermans Bend, a spokesperson 
said, remained “a key component of Labor’s 
plan to boost housing supply”, supported 
by a $9 billion development pipeline, thou-
sands of homes and new schools.

All of that is technically encouraging. 
None of it answers the question.

Rewind to 2014 and Fishermans Bend was 
an election issue. The former Napthine gov-
ernment, under planning minister Matthew 
Guy, had sent shockwaves through the com-
munity by rezoning vast areas as Capital 
City Zone. Land values soared and develop-
ment applications flooded in, but without 
the serious planning for transport, parks, 
schools and community infrastructure 
required to support a city of this scale.

When Daniel Andrews came to power, 
a reset was necessary. The consequences 
of the earlier approach were already 
obvious. Government and the City of 
Port Phillip would later spend $19 mil-
lion buying land for a park opposite South 
Melbourne Primary School in Montague 

– an extraordinary price for infrastructure 
that should have been planned before spec-
ulation took hold.

Delay was inevitable. COVID did not help. 
The community was broadly understanding.

But those explanations have long worn 
thin.

The government released its recast 
Fishermans Bend Framework in 2018, set-
ting out an ambitious vision for a precinct 
twice the size of Melbourne’s CBD. Yet 
the signs that Fishermans Bend was slip-
ping down the priority list were already 
emerging.

This is a government that has repeatedly 
demonstrated its capacity to deliver when it 
decides something matters. The West Gate 
Tunnel, Metro Tunnel, North East Link and 
Suburban Rail Loop show that complexity, 
cost and opposition are not insurmountable 
barriers when political will exists.

So why has Fishermans Bend been treated 
differently?

Outside the delivery of new schools – for 
which the government deserves genuine 
credit – the record is thin. The Victorian 
Auditor-General found last year that agen-
cies were not on track to deliver the pro-
jects and outcomes originally promised. Of 
the medium-term projects once intended 
for completion by 2025, only a small 
number had been delivered. Key planning 
documents remained unfinished years after 
they were due.

Transport is the clearest failure.
The 2018 framework envisaged new tram 

services along Plummer and Lorimer streets 
by 2025. Not one metre of new track has 
been laid.

Metro 2, the proposed rail connection 
between Newport and Mernda through 
Fishermans Bend, was once expected to 
follow Metro Tunnel. Instead, Suburban 
Rail Loop emerged almost from nowhere 
(even as new Premier Ben Carroll conceded 
recently), conceived at the highest levels of 
government and sold brilliantly to voters in 
Melbourne’s east.

It was an electoral masterstroke. 
Fishermans Bend and Melbourne’s west 
paid the opportunity cost.

The government has since released a 
revised integrated transport plan, but it 
offers horizons rather than deadlines, lines 
on maps rather than funded commitments. 
Even immediate bus improvements along 
routes 237 and 606 remain incomplete, 
according to City of Port Phillip Mayor Alex 
Makin. 

“It remains easier for residents of 
Fishermans Bend to access the CBD than 
it is for them to travel across Port Phillip 
for jobs, schools and community,” he said, 
adding that Fishermans Bend and Port 
Melbourne still lacked direct access to 
Anzac Station, “despite this new bus route 
being identified as an immediate action”.

“It is also why the Department of 
Transport and Planning can spend over $1 
million on intersection upgrades and fail to 
include a direct pedestrian link connecting 
Port Melbourne Secondary College along 
Graham St. Port Melbourne Secondary 
College opened in 2022, yet four years later 
students are still waiting to simply cross the 
road,” Cr Makin said. 

Montague, the precinct’s clearest success 
story, proves the basic equation. It already 
has two tram lines, established neighbour-
ing communities, a primary school and a 
new park. Development followed.

Go figure.
Yet even Montague’s detailed precinct 

planning remains unresolved, despite 
promises it would be delivered since 2019.

Further west, Wirraway is deeply depend-
ent on meaningful public transport. 
Sandridge has endured an unnecessary 
contest over the former Australia Post site, 
with the City of Port Phillip forced to fight 
the government for recreational facilities 
beside North Port Oval.

Across the municipal boundary, the 
Employment Precinct offers perhaps the 
saddest symbol of stalled ambition.

The University of Melbourne’s proposed 
engineering campus at the former Holden 
site was meant to anchor an internation-
ally significant cluster linking research, 
advanced manufacturing and industry. It 
was once expected to open around 2025-26.

Now the university has withdrawn, leaving 

an enormous empty site facing Westgate 
Park and no compelling replacement vision.

The vacuum has become so pronounced 
that former Melbourne Lord Mayor Sally 
Capp floated Disneyland. Fishermans Bend 
Business Forum president Guy Naselli more 
recently suggested a stadium.

The suggestions may differ, but the mes-
sage is the same: anything is better than 
nothing.

Lorimer, meanwhile, remains poorly 
served by public transport and constrained 
by its coexistence with a major freight and 
trucking corridor. The limited residential 
growth emerging there depends heavily on 
Yarra’s Edge across the road.

The government now says Fishermans 
Bend will accommodate 80,000 residents 
and 80,000 jobs by 2050. If it still believes 
those targets are realistic, it must fund the 
infrastructure required to achieve them. If 
it no longer does, it should revise them and 
level with the community.

What it cannot credibly do is continue 
invoking the language of ambition while 
avoiding the difficult work of delivery.

I remain an optimist about Fishermans 
Bend. I was there when Guy announced 
the Liberal vision in Docklands in 2014. I 
was there when the first primary school 
opened in Montague. I have sat through 
years of forums where planners, council-
lors, businesses and residents discussed the 
extraordinary potential of a precinct two-
and-a-half times the size of the CBD.

Realised properly, Fishermans Bend 
could attract global investment, support 
innovation and create one of Melbourne’s 
most important new urban communities.

But potential cannot run forever on artist 
impressions, planning frameworks and 
revised maps.

An election is approaching. Fishermans 
Bend should become an election issue 
again.

The government must either recommit to 
the vision with funded projects, firm dates 
and honest accountability, or admit that its 
priorities have changed.

The community has waited long enough. 
do?’” •

Second Mr. Summit hitting its stride
After six months the second branch 
of popular Southbank business Mr. 
Summit is starting to hit its stride, 
with a broad customer base getting 
to know the café’s classic toasties, 
good coffee and warm, friendly 
culture.

Co-owners Gilbert Jonathan and Kasumi 
Oikaze both got their start in hospitality at 
Mr. Summit in City Rd, where they got jobs 
as students and learned a lot from founders 
Tony Rouillon, Daniel Emerton and Jordan 
Setiawan.

After being offered a stake in the second 
café, the dedicated workers – who hail from 
Indonesia and Japan, respectively – got on 
board with the project, and they have been 
running the new venue since it opened, 
after a long and challenging setup, on 
February 21.

“For Gilbert and Kasumi, it is the first expe-
rience of entrepreneurship and becoming 
their own bosses, and what they have to 
offer is really, really great,” Tony Rouillon 
told Southbank News. 

According to Kasumi, the City Rd appren-
ticeship taught them important principles 
about the people side of the business.

“We wanted to do exactly the same things 
[here] to make customers smile or to give 

connection and community,” she said.
These can include things like a challenge 

to “make the barista laugh” in exchange for 
a free coffee.

In appearance, Mr. Summit Fawkner is 
somewhat different from its City Rd coun-
terpart – with its fit-out incorporating more 
concrete and wood to maintain a back-
street, industrial feel.

The menu, though, is very similar.
“We kept our offer the same because it 

does appeal to a very wide range of people,” 
Tony said. 

Beautifully made toasted sandwiches 
with classic ingredients, gluten-free bread 
options and changing “limited-edition” fill-
ings like tikka masala, beef chimichurri and 
cheesy garlic, are the main menu item, with 
pastries also available.

On the drinks menu, alongside a range of 
specialty espresso and brewed coffees and 

hot and iced matchas, sit signature drinks 
the “snow cap” – a cold brew topped with 
cream - and the “coco cloud” – a coconut 
water topped with dulce de leche (caramel) 
coffee cream.

A very affordable toastie-and-drink deal 
has seen the café experience a regular 
lunchtime rush.

Its clientele, according to Tony, includes 
“basically everyone”, from elderly residents, 
students, office and construction workers 
to dancers from the ballet school down the 
street.

A lot of customers come also from the 
original store, with some choosing to have 
their morning coffee in the City Rd shop and 
their afternoon one in Fawkner St.

“They know Gillie and Kazumi from the 
previous store, and they know us also for a 
long time so they want to see everyone,” the 
Frenchman said.

“It’s very cute from them – they will go in 
both locations so they can see everybody in 
a day.”

A run club initiative organised with local 
gym Conditn has also drawn people to the 
new backstreet café, with 30 to 40 runners 
turning out on Saturday mornings for a 
five-kilometre jog to the Botanical Gardens, 
round the track and back.

As with the shop’s spacious seating area, 
where people are welcome to linger over 
reading material or laptops, the managers 
see the run club as creating a space for 
people to connect in.

The business has an impressive social 
media presence, with owners and staff 
featuring in regular, well-produced funny 
videos but it is a form of advertising that 
only goes so far, Tony believes.

“At the end of the day, our best marketing 
will always be the word-of-mouth spread,” 
he said. 

“And this takes a little bit of time.” 
Meanwhile the founding trio are engaged 

in a new mission, with a third Mr. Summit 
taking shape at Uluwatu in Bali and set to 
launch sometime before the end of the year. 

“Jordan wanted to go back to his home 
country and we thought, ‘what should we 
do?’” Tony explained.

“And obviously we wanted to stick 
together.”

“We all come from different backgrounds, 
different countries and so living this adven-
ture together is good and we’re just think-
ing, you know, anything can happen at any 
time for anybody.”

fawknerstreet.order.mrsummit.com.au •
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Celebrating our voice of Southbank
It’s a great privilege to contribute 
to the final edition of the 
Southbank News.

For more than 15 years, with the incredible 
Sean Car at the helm, Southbank News has 
punched well above its weight – delivering 
quality journalism and real local news sto-
ries that keep our community informed and 
uplifted.

When I first met Sean, I was blown away 
by his passion for telling local stories. 
He was proud of our community, and we 
wanted to share that pride with his reader-
ship. To still be telling those stories with the 
same passion as he did 15 years ago should 
be a great source of pride for Sean and the 
whole team at Southbank News.

With each edition, this masthead has 
chronicled the transformation of Southbank 
from what was once an industrial zone into 
a burgeoning residential, commercial, cul-
tural and entertainment precinct. 

Southbank is the blueprint for how we 
meet the housing supply and affordability 
challenges of our time, while preserving the 
cultural and community qualities that make 
it such a desirable place to live.

Having represented Southbank in the 
Federal Parliament since 2019, I’m proud 
of the investment we have made to pre-
serve the character of this beautiful part of 
Melbourne, while building the physical and 
community infrastructure it needs to grow. 

We’re delivering a community battery 
at the Boyd Community Hub – providing a 
source of cheaper, renewable energy for 
the residents and businesses of Southbank.

We’ve delivered a new Headspace facility 
in South Melbourne to provide early inter-
vention mental health services for younger 
Australians in need.

We’re restoring the historic See Yup 

Temple – a heritage-listed cultural and reli-
gious centre which has been maintained 
by the See Yup Society of Melbourne since 
1866.

Together with the City of Melbourne, 
we’re bringing the northern Kings Way 
undercroft on City Rd to life by transform-
ing this underutilised concrete jungle 
into a public activity space complete with 
basketball courts, climbing walls and art 
installations.

We’re refurbishing and repairing the 
South Melbourne Town Hall, which has 
been home to the incredible Australian 
National Academy of Music for more than 

three decades.
And we’re helping to build the new The 

Fox: NGV Contemporary – a hub for con-
temporary art, design and architecture in 
the heart of Southbank.

Southbank News hasn’t just reported 
on these investments. It’s driven them. 
Through an informed and active reader-
ship, the Southbank News has cultivated a 
sense of shared community without which 
Southbank would not be what it is today. 

This is not the end of local news for 
Southbank. It’s the start of something new 
– The Melburnian will bring us local stories 
from across the city while showcasing the 
best of Southbank for all of Melbourne to 
see.

But it is an opportune moment to reflect 
on the importance of local journalism, and 
the incredible legacy which the Southbank 
News leaves behind. To Sean and the team 
at Southbank News, thank you for service to 
our community. 

It’s been a privilege to read and contrib-
ute to this masthead, and I look forward 
to continuing that partnership over the 
coming years. 

I wish you every success.
Josh •

Council to retire Big Belly bins as new “smart” fleet rolls out
The City of Melbourne will 
begin replacing its ageing 
Big Belly bins with 500 new 
smart compacting bins 
from August 15, following 
renewed criticism over 
overflowing rubbish across 
the CBD and Southbank.

The rollout was revealed at 
the August 4 Future Melbourne 
Committee meeting after 
Southbank Residents Association 
president Tony Penna again 
raised concerns about the coun-
cil’s inability to keep bins from 
overflowing.

Mr Penna presented council-
lors with recent photographs of 
bins spilling onto footpaths in 
Swanston St and Queensbridge 
Square, describing the problem as 
a persistent blight on the city.

“It’s not the first time that I’ve 
come in here to raise this issue of 
overflowing bins,” he said.

“I’ve given up reporting over-
flowing bins to Snap Send Solve 
because, in my experience, it 
doesn’t get responded to in a 
timely manner.”

Mr Penna said the answer was 
straightforward: increase collec-
tion frequencies.

“We know the Big Belly bins 
don’t work,” he said. “Why is it so 
difficult for council to put a solu-
tion in to address this?”

The solar-powered Big Belly 
compactors were first introduced 
at Queensbridge Square in 2016 

at a reported cost of $6000 each. 
They were promoted as being 
capable of holding seven times 
the waste of a standard bin and 
automatically alerting contractors 
when nearing capacity.

However, the technology has 
repeatedly failed to meet expec-
tations, with residents reporting 
maintenance problems, unreliable 
alerts and continuing overflow.

Acting City of Melbourne chief 
executive Rick Kwasek confirmed 
the existing bins had reached the 
end of their life and would soon be 
replaced.

“The rollout of the new bins will 
commence in about two weeks,” 
Mr Kwasek said.

“There will be 500 new bins 
across the city, all being com-
pacted bins with technology that 
allows us to identify bins when 
they reach capacity.”

He said the system was intended 
to notify collection crews before 
residents needed to report a 
problem.

The council is also examining 
additional out-of-cycle collections 
and rapid-response services, par-
ticularly during weekends, major 
events and other periods that 
produce unusually high levels of 
waste.

However, Mr Penna remained 
cautious, noting that similar prom-
ises were made when the Big Belly 
bins were introduced. “I was in this 
forum when they were spruiking 
the Big Belly bins,” he said. “I heard 
exactly the same then.”

City safety, cleaning and infra-
structure portfolio lead Cr Rafael 
Camillo acknowledged the coun-
cil’s performance had fallen short.

“I just need to apologise to you 
because I kindly agree with you,” 

Cr Camillo told Mr Penna. “I think 
we can do better.”

Cr Phil Le Liu also expressed 
frustration and called for greater 
emphasis on changing public 
behaviour, pointing to cities 
in Japan and Singapore where 
people are expected to carry their 
rubbish until they can dispose of it 
appropriately.

He suggested messages could 
be placed on bins encouraging 
people not to pile waste above 
full receptacles, as well as exam-
ining different collection times 
and partnerships with community 
organisations.

“I hear this every single year, 
every single time,” Cr Le Liu said.

The new bins will now face the 
same test as their predecessors: 
whether improved technology is 
matched by sufficiently respon-
sive collection services. •
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The history of “the Tan”
One of the treasures of Southbank 
is the Tan, a track that winds along 
the edge of the suburb for about 
four kilometres. 

It encircles the Royal Botanic Gardens and 
Kings Domain, and the gravel trail is entirely 
off-road. It features gentle slopes alongside 
a steep 300m climb up Anderson St in South 
Yarra and has distance markers every 250 
metres. 

The Tan was established in 1901 as part 
of Alexandra Avenue and was extended to 
the Shrine of Remembrance in 1935.  

Why is it called the Tan? 
It is believed to derive from its origi-

nal 1900s use as a  tanbark horse-riding 
track when crushed tree bark was used in 
leather tanning, a major industry in indus-
trial Melbourne. However, some continue 
to believe that it is a shortening of the term 
botanical. 

While today it is predominantly used for 
running and walking, from the early 1900s 
until the 1950s it was mainly used for horse 
riding and the area contained stables where 
horses were maintained and hired out for 
the many riders in the area. 

By the 1930s many found that a brisk 
canter on  horseback (preferably in the 
morning) was beneficial and led to an 
increase in  the number of riding schools. 
It was relatively inexpensive to hire  the 

horses and to pay for teaching.  
Riding was very important for the many 

women in the area, who dressed in fawn 
breeches, black coats and boxer hats, 
although the younger riders favoured infor-
mal dress for the Tan.

The area along the track was subject to 
flooding and had an uncertain (and some-
times treacherous) surface. Many misfor-
tunes occurred, including an occasional 
death. In 1937 a young local woman out 
riding was crushed against an electric pole 
after her horse bolted. 

But World War Two changed everything. 
It was no longer commercially viable to 
maintain stables. The trouble, of course, 
was the soaring cost of feeding and stabling 
hacks and the last venture closed its doors 
around 1960. 

The Tan continued to be improved 
through and beyond the 1960s and now 
includes two digital clocks installed in 2020 
that show the top ten Fastest Men and 
Women.  It continues to be extremely pop-
ular, and many argue that it is a world-class 
asset to Melbourne and Southbank. •

ST JOHN’S SOUTHGATE

Joyous July at SSG Gardens 
Gardens are not made by singing 
“Oh, how beautiful,” and sitting in 
the shade – Rudyard Kipling. 

WORDS BY
SEEMA MISRA-THANKUR 

At the Southbank Sustainability Group (SSG) 
community gardens, the above lines reso-
nate and inspire all our regular volunteers. 
Gardens are evolving spaces and need con-
stant attention, especially an open com-
munity garden like the SSG garden at Boyd 
Community Hub. 

When the temperatures in July were fore-
cast at freezing single digits, most people 
would prefer huddling by the heater with a 
warm cuppa. These freezing winter morn-
ings, the SSG volunteers would don their 
warmest winter gear and regularly turn up 
to tend to the SSG garden beds and spaces. 

The garden beds were cleaned of all 
litter (including sandwich boxes, beer cans, 
nappies, tissues, and bottles) and refreshed 
with soil (as some passers-by did help them-
selves to garden bed soil for home gardens). 
After this, the beds were planted with some 
fast-growing leafy Asian vegetables, snow 
peas, broad beans, sweet potatoes were 
tended to, and nutrients solution sprayed. 

As always, the community’s request is 
more herbs. This winter, along with regu-
lar herbs, we planted coriander and more 
varieties of Asian herbs. It is heartwarming 
to note that our herb selection has always 
been appreciated by community residents, 
including some local restaurants and home 
chefs. 

As part of SSG activities in the past few 
months, we have included a session on the 
use of different herbs in SSG gardens and 
culinary practices of different cultures. At 
the gardening session on July 4, after gen-
eral maintenance tasks, the volunteers got 
together for the herb presentation of the 
month. 

This month, the “curry plant” was pre-
sented by Niki. She informed the group 
about the use, growth characteristics, 
medicinal and nutritional qualities of curry 
plant leaves. Post the information session, 
Nikki invited all members to taste a healthy 
homemade Indian savoury dish made out of 
chickpea flour and yoghurt – called Khandvi 

– especially garnished with curry leaves. 
The flourish with which Nikki unveiled her 
dish sure outdid some MasterChef contest-
ants in her taste and presentation of a dish. 

In the past few years, our volunteer 
team has been getting together to cele-
brate “Christmas in July” – a very special 
Australian tradition. The SSG family has 
been growing over the past five years, and 
several multicultural members from around 
the world are joining us. 

This year, it was a wonderful opportunity 
to get together with new members and cel-
ebrate “Christmas in July” with a variety of 
different dishes from different cultures. The 
much-loved preparation of the day was 
Serena’s Thai Massaman Curry. 

Christmas in Australia is synonymous with 
pavlova. Faye and Ray’s special chocolate 
ripple cake and Christmas decorations did 
complement our joyous July celebrations. 

It has been a wonderful journey being 
part of this group, and I enjoyed contribut-
ing this column on behalf of the Southbank 
Sustainability Group. 

We will soon be seeing a new format 
of Southbank News to match the current 
times – Southbank News will now be The 
Melburnian. At SSG we will continue to 
celebrate change, which is the only con-
stant, and our young SSG members have 
been updating our socials with the latest 
information. 

Come and join us to know more about our 
activities. 

About the group
The Southbank Sustainability Group is 

a solutions-focused community group of 
Southbank residents working to bring posi-
tive change in sustainability practices in the 
community. 

Reach us at: southbanksustainability@
gmail.com or via Facebook and Instagram.

If you are interested in getting involved 
with the Southbank Sustainability Group, 
join us at a Saturday meet-up or send us an 
email. •

Robin Grow
AUTHOR AND HISTORIAN 
OF SOUTHBANK

ROBINGROW@OZEMAIL.COM.AU

Humans of Southbank
In 2010 Brandon Stanton began  
a project entitled Humans of  
New York. 

WORDS BY
PASTOR JAMES WINDERLICH

Through his project Stanton collected the 
images and stories of the “common” and 
some “not-so-common people” of New 
York. He later ventured beyond New York to 
include people from more than 40 different 
countries. 

Stanton achieved many things through 
his project. Foremost, he reminded us of 
who we are. We are more than economic 
or commercial units, more than reductive 
digital codes, and more than the sum of our 
desires. 

We are human. Complex, relational, 
flawed and beautifully human. We want to 

encounter each other. We find each other 
interesting … even good to be with.  

Stanton’s project inspired many similar 
projects by other people. “Humans of …” 
blogs popped up everywhere. This gener-
ative project unearthed something that 
humans value beyond the vapid celebrity 
cultures, consumption cultures, and data 
cultures that seem to dominate and limit 
our thoughts, feelings and interactions.  

We are different from each other, 
and that’s not a threat. We are naturally 
equipped to thrive in and even leverage 
our differences for shared good. Even now 
Stanton’s inspired project challenges the 
vile political and social cultures of resent-
ment that dominate our social conversa-
tions and divide our connections with each 
other.        

For the past three months I have fore-
grounded some of the humans of Southbank 
through this column. I have included clean-
ers and sanitary workers, buskers and street 
performers, and baristas as people who 

occupy and enrich the spaces that we share. 
I want you to see and appreciate them. 

Not just because of the services that they 
provide, but because they are human, 
just like us. When we see the people who 
we share our Southbank spaces with we 
become open to encounters with them and 
their deep, personal stories. The humans 
of Southbank are good to be with. We are 
never alone.  

Naomi Klein, a Canadian author, social 
activist and film maker, recently com-
mented that we need to remember who we 
are when faced with the rapid development 
and use of AI (artificial intelligence). 

Commenting on the proposition that AI is 
able to “think for us”, as though it is a good 
idea to outsource our thinking she said, “our 
power [as humans] is to be able to think with 
each other.”  That can’t be outsourced, digit-
ised, or commodified. It’s organic, fertile and 
uniquely, humanly social.  It can’t be mim-
icked and it should never be given up.     

When I was asked to contribute each 

month to the Southbank News, I won-
dered what readers might expect. As I am 
a religious leader, I imagined that readers 
might expect me to radically challenge the 
status quo and advocate for positive social 
change.  

This article, with its encouragement 
to see and connect with the humans of 
Southgate, is the most radical, counter-cul-
tural thing that I could imagine. Our human 
connections, in these times, are so tightly 
mediated through those who want to con-
trol our political, economic and cultural 
interests through division and resentment.  
What could be more defiant than working 
out our own relationships?  

That begins with seeing the humans who 
are there. The humans of Southgate. They’re 
beautiful.

Thanks to Sean and his team at Southbank 
News for giving me this opportunity. While 
the format of the news is changing this 
human of Southgate is still around. Come 
and find me at John’s, 20 City Rd. • 
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If we can remove Pam the Bird, why can’t we remove this?
Melbourne has recently been 
talking about graffiti again 
following the appearance of the 
now infamous Pam the Bird on  
the Bolte Bridge.

Whatever your views on graffiti, street art 
or Pam the Bird, one thing stood out: it was 
dealt with relatively quickly.

Importantly, it was Transurban, the pri-
vate toll-road operator, that removed 
the graffiti from the bridge, not the state 
government.

But the broader point remains.
If graffiti on one of Melbourne’s most 

prominent pieces of infrastructure can 
be removed within weeks, why have tags 
around Flinders Street, the Banana Alley 
Vaults and Rebecca Walk remained in place 
for months – in some cases, more than a 
year?

These are not obscure locations hidden 
down forgotten laneways. They sit at one of 
the major gateways between the CBD and 
Southbank, passed by thousands of resi-
dents, workers and visitors every day.

And that is what makes the contrast so 
frustrating.

This is not simply a question of the City 
of Melbourne refusing to clean them. Many 
of these locations are state government 

assets, and the council has been trying 
to reach broader agreements that would 
allow it to remove graffiti from those assets 
and recover the cost.

At a recent council meeting, I raised the 
issue again.

What became clear is that the council 
does have arrangements covering some 
specific state-owned locations, but there is 
no blanket agreement allowing it to simply 
step in across the municipality. That is the 
problem.

The council knows where the graffiti is. It 
wants it removed. It is apparently prepared 
to do the work. Yet because responsibility 
is split between different agencies, promi-
nent locations can remain covered for far 
too long.

From a resident’s perspective, that makes 
little sense.

People walking along Rebecca Walk 
do not care whether the wall beside them 
belongs to the City of Melbourne, the 
Department of Transport and Planning, 
VicTrack or anybody else. They simply see 
Melbourne.

And once graffiti is allowed to sit 
untouched, the problem tends to grow. 
That is particularly disappointing around 
Flinders Street, Banana Alley and Rebecca 
Walk.

This should be one of Melbourne’s great 

pedestrian connections, linking Flinders 
Street Station, the CBD, Southbank and the 
Arts Precinct.

Surely, we can present it better.
To the council’s credit, it has invested 

more in graffiti removal and has been work-
ing with state agencies to improve response 
times. The Lord Mayor also acknowledged 
that more needs to be done.

But perhaps the time has come to push 
harder for a municipality-wide arrangement.

If graffiti on a State-owned asset is not 
removed within a reasonable period, why 
shouldn’t the council be able to clean it and 
recover the cost?

The Pam the Bird example does not 
prove government can always act quickly 
– because in that case Transurban did the 
work.

But it does prove something equally 
important: difficult, high-profile graffiti can 
be removed when the responsible asset 
owner decides it should be.

That same urgency should apply across 
the city.

And perhaps that is an appropriate note 
on which to finish what, after almost 12 
years, will be my final regular monthly 
column in these pages.

With Southbank News transition-
ing into the new citywide publication, 
The Melburnian, the regular Southbank 

Residents’ Association column as you have 
known it is also coming to an end.

For almost 12 years, I have used this space 
to talk about our neighbourhood – some-
times celebrating what makes Southbank 
such a great place to live, and sometimes 
highlighting where I believe we can do 
better.

To everyone who has read, responded, 
agreed, disagreed or stopped me in the 
street to discuss something I have written: 
thank you.

But don’t mistake this for me riding off 
into the sunset.

My advocacy for Southbank is not going 
anywhere. You will still hear from me 
through local stories and, from time to time, 
in these pages.

So, this is not really goodbye. It is simply 
the end of a monthly conversation we have 
been having for almost 12 years.

I’ll still be making noise. •

SOUTHBANK3006

Thank you, Southbank News
This is the last time you’ll read our 
column in the Southbank News, 
next time you see us in print it 
will be on a rotating basis in The 
Melburnian or monthly online. 

We are incredibly grateful to Sean Car and 
his team for generously providing us space 
in Southbank News since our inception; it 
has been vitally important to spreading 
awareness about our organisation, the ini-
tiatives we’ve spearheaded and spreading 
the word about our community-building 
events and advocacy.

I worked at a community paper in the US 
for over five years as both an occasional 
columnist and full-time marketing director, 
so I know first-hand the toil and pressures 
of producing a newspaper with lean staffing 
as Sean Car has managed for not one, but 
five community papers each month. 

In fact, it’s almost Herculean given the 
quality and breadth of stories the publi-
cations have covered, not simply through 
phone call interviews, but by attending 
events and sending photographers to docu-
ment them so readers have a visual of being 
present as well. 

The investment of sending a reporter to 
a three-hour meeting to produce a thor-
oughly vetted story takes on new meaning 
when one realises that just a few reporters 
were responsible for covering events in five 
separate communities.

In Southbank, Sean Car and his team 
took on tough issues from chronicling the 
devastating economic and social impacts 
during pandemic lockdowns, to scrutinising 
high-density growth and poorly regulated 
infrastructure, and reporting on local crime 
and complexities of vertical living. 

The Southbank News played an impor-
tant part in our organisation’s initiative to 
turn most of the granitic sand at the ACCA 
forecourt into a 900-square metre public 
park. His reporters were on hand at every 
step of the process, a complex undertaking 
that required buy-in from local and state 
governments, to document and share the 
evolving story. You can see it coming to frui-
tion at present and we are sure it will be the 
focus of a story in The Melburnian when the 
park is finished.

As of late, Southbank News covered a rare 
opportunity to convert Victoria Barracks 
into a Prep to Year 12 campus. Their report-
ing has explored how such an investment 
would have positive implications beyond 
education and make up for failures in 
planning by successive governments in 
Southbank. A school campus would help 
reframe Southbank as a place to set up a 
long-term home, not just somewhere to 
live for a short period of time. We urge 
the entire community to get behind this 
demand that Sean and his team recognise. 
The Melburnian will be key to championing 
this important issue across all of Melbourne 
not just to Southbankers. 

Of course, we are sad to see Southbank 
News go, but it is an inevitable step in the 
evolution of print media worldwide. We’re 
grateful that local reporting will continue, 
just under a new masthead and on a dif-
ferent scale. We dread the day that the 
only source of timely, localised reporting 
of events is on social media unvetted and 
subjectively delivered. Fortunately, there 
is a way we can help local reporting and 
The Melburnian thrive: pick up a print copy, 
read the online edition and share stories 
with friends. Thank you, Sean, and team 
from all of us at Southbank3006 for making 
Southbank a priority.

If you care about our community and the 
issues that impact on livability in Southbank, 
please join us at southbank3006.com. •

STATE MP

Victoria’s pothole problem is costing us all

Anyone who regularly drives 
around Prahran knows exactly 
what I’m talking about.

Whether it’s Commercial Rd, Toorak Rd, 
Williams Rd, Queens Rd, Punt Rd or many 
of our surrounding streets, potholes have 
become an all-too-common part of the 
daily commute. They’re more than just an 
inconvenience. They’re damaging cars, cre-
ating safety hazards and adding to the frus-
tration of Victorians who already pay some 
of the highest taxes in the country.

Over recent months, I’ve been raising 
these concerns at every opportunity. I’ve 
written directly to the relevant ministers, 
highlighted the issue across my social 
media channels, and continued advocating 
on behalf of local residents who are fed up 
with deteriorating road conditions.

I’ve heard from motorists who’ve had 
tyres destroyed, wheels bent and suspen-
sion damaged after hitting potholes that 
should have been repaired long before 
they became dangerous. For many fami-
lies, those repair bills arrive at the worst 
possible time, adding hundreds or even 
thousands of dollars to already stretched 
household budgets.

Drivers are forced to slow suddenly, 
swerve to avoid hazards or navigate dam-
aged sections of road with extreme caution. 
That means longer travel times, greater 
congestion and increased risks for motor-
ists, cyclists and pedestrians alike. No-one 
should have to worry that simply driving 
to work, taking their children to school or 
heading to the shops could result in vehicle 
damage or a serious accident.

This didn’t happen overnight. After 12 
years of Labor Government, Victorians have 

been left with record debt, declining ser-
vices and roads that are falling apart.

While everyday infrastructure has been 
neglected, billions of taxpayer dollars 
have been wasted through project cost 
blowouts, and serious concerns have been 
raised about organised crime infiltration of 
Victoria’s Big Build with at least $15 billion 
lost to corruption.

We need a government that focuses on 
the basics. Maintaining our roads, deliver-
ing essential services and spending taxpay-
ers’ money responsibly should never be an 
afterthought.

New Premier Ben Carroll was a member 
of Cabinet throughout the decisions that 
have brought Victoria to this point, and 
many Victorians are questioning whether 
meaningful change is possible while inter-
nal factional pressures continue to shape 
government priorities.

Only the Liberals and Nationals have 
a plan to reduce crime, lower costs, and 
deliver a government that works. We will 
restore responsible financial management 
and run a government that focuses on the 
everyday issues that matter to Victorian 
families.

I’ll continue standing up for our commu-
nity until these dangerous roads receive 
the attention they deserve. Local residents 
shouldn’t have to accept damaged cars, 
unsafe roads and longer journeys as the 
new normal. •

Tony Penna 
PRESIDENT
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CrosswordQuiz

5x5

9-Letter

ACROSS
1 Waxy secretion 

of sperm 
whale (9)

6	 Light	globe (4)
10	 –	Tac	Toe (3)
11 Constant and 

steady (11)
12	 Lining	up (8)
13	 Globe (6)
14	 Revise (a	piece	

of	writing) (4)
15 Lobe 

jewellery (7)
20 An interlaced 

structure (7)
21 Texan city, El 

– (4)
25	 Dexterous (6)
26 Post-

secondary (8)
28 Fragrant 

climbing 
shrub (11)

29	 Eggs (3)
30 Great Barrier 

– (4)
31 Insurance; 

immunity (9)

DOWN
1 Very old pieces 

of furniture 
etc (8)

2 Micro-
organisms (8)

3 Device used 

to connect to 
WiFi (6)

4	 Superfl	uous (9)
5	 Rescue (4)
7 Soccer team, 

Manchester	– (6)
8	 Larger (6)
9	 Occurs (7)
16 Examined 

again (9)
17	 –	Monroe (7)

18	 Type	of	pasta (8)
19 Having multiple 

wives or 
husbands (8)

22 Metal disc 
under	nut (6)

23	 Daze;	stupor (6)
24	 Brook;	creek (6)
27 German 

automobile 
manufacturer	(4)
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Sudoku

Codeword

No. 061

No.031

2 8

7 1 3

7 5

4 5 1

1 3 4 6 2

5 7 3 8

8 6 1 3

9 6 3 1 7

1 4 9

Fill in the blank cells using the numbers from 
1	to	9.	Each	number	can	only	appear	once	in	
each	row,	column	and	3x3	block

1.	 Crazy Little Thing Called 
Love	was	a	1989	hit	single	
for which band?

2.	 Jason	Statham	(pictured)	
plays which character in the 
Fast & Furious franchise?

3.	 Which	Melbourne	fi	lm	
festival will premiere 
the	locally	fi	lmed	feature	
Mad Rush this August? 

4.	 Does	a	stalactite	or	
stalagmite grow from 
the ground?

5.	 What	is	the	name	of	the	
new cocktail bar and private 
dining venue opening in 
Melbourne’s historic Gothic 
Bank precinct?

6.	 What	common	solution	
is predominantly made 
of acetic acid?

7.	 The Boy and the Heron 
is	an	animated	fi	lm	from	
which famous studio?

8.	 Which	historic	Melbourne	
site is home to the First 
Nations’ Standing by 
Tunnerminnerwait and 
Maulboyheener memorial?

9.	 What	is	the	name	of	the	
proposed 220-kilometre 
walking trail that will 
connect Melbourne’s CBD 
with the upper reaches of 
the Birrarung?

10.	The	Spanish	Civil	War	
occurred in which century?

11.	Which	Queen	Victoria	
Market business is 
celebrating 50 years 
of trading this year?

12.	What	new	workplace	law	
proposed by the Victorian 
Government has reignited 
debate over Melbourne’s 
CBD recovery?

SOLUTION

SOLUTIONS

SOLUTIONS

SOLUTIONS
EASY HARD

923487561

742615893

384972156

457169382

138794625

219546738

861253974

596328417

675831249

Using the nine letters 
in the grid, how many 
words of four letters 
or more can you list? 
The centre letter 
must be included and 
each letter may only 
be	used	once.	No	
colloquial or foreign 
words.	No	capitalised	
nouns, apostrophes or 
plural nouns ending 
in	‘s’.

T

S

I U

M

LT
E

A

22 words: Good
33 words: Very good
48+ words: Excellent

Today’s Focus:

Reference: 
Macquarie Dictionary

alum, amulet, amuse, astute, autism, etui, ileum, ileus, lieu, litmus, lust, lute, meatus, maul, 
mauls, muesli, mule, muse, must, mutate, mutates, mute, mutes, mutilate, MUTILATES, 
mutt, muttai, salute, saute, setula, simulate, situate, slum, smut, statue, STIMULATE, suet, 
suimate, suit, suite, talus, taut, telium, tula, tute, tuts, ultima, ultimate

BESTS, RECAP, AROMA, SIREN, HEEDS

 QUIZ SOLUTIONS

1. Queen	2. Deckard Shaw 3. Melbourne 
International	Film	Festival	(MIFF)	
4. Stalagmite 5. Bar Privé 6. Vinegar 
7. Studio Ghibli 8. Old Melbourne Gaol 
9. Birrarung Valley Walk 10. 20th century 
11. Allanson Souvenirs 12. The right to 
work from home two days a week

5 7 6 3

6 3 8 2

8 5 7 9

1

8 9 5

6 3 2 1

2 8 4 7

3 2 6

9
597612834

654378192

283165749

346857921

812496357

465739218

128943675

739521486

971284563

20 9 6 20 13

I
25 7 13 20

I
25 4 7

13 7 14 4

I
25 4 20

19 3 20 23 10 6 7 1 20 7 16 7

10 11 18 3 1 6 2

6 4 3 12 5 3 14 16 3 13 23 21

8 23 16 8 20

B
26

4 20 15

I
25 3 7 22 3

I
25 8 13 10

7

I
25 12

B
26 4 13

2 10 8

I
25 24 10 4 16 20 23 23 21

14 23 10 7

I
25 20 22

23 3 20 8 4 7 2 20 18 5 10 10

3 16 3 3 23 3 8

1

I
25 3 4 13

I
25 7 2 1 23 20 17

1 14

2 15

3 16

4 17

5 18

6 19

7 20

8 21

9 22

10 23

11 24

12 25

13 26

SOLUTIONS

Wordfind Theme: Beverages

Secret	message:	Quenching	your	thirst

BEER

BOTTLE

CIDER

COCKTAIL

COFFEE

CORDIAL

FIZZY

GINGER

JUICE

LAGER

LEMONADE

MIXER

ORANGE

SMOOTHIE

SPIRITS

TEA

TOMATO

TONIC

WATER

The	leftover	letters	will	spell	out	a	secret	message.

EASY

HARD

I

B

B

A

H

E

I

S

O

E

A

E

S

A

S

Insert the missing letters to make 
10	words	–	fi	ve	reading	across	the	
grid	and	fi	ve	reading	down.

PUZZLES AND PAGINATION 
©PAGEMASTERS PTY LTD
PAGEMASTERS.COM August,	2026

No. 061

1.	 Crazy Little Thing Called 
Love	was	a	1989	hit	single	
for which band?

2.	 Jason	Statham	(pictured)	
plays which character in the 
Fast & Furious franchise?

3.	 Which	local	church	hosts	
the weekly community meal 
bringing people together in 
South Melbourne? 

4.	 Does	a	stalactite	or	
stalagmite grow from  
the ground?

5.	 What	is	the	name	of	the	
draft	10-year	greening	
strategy proposed for  
the suburb?

6.	 What	common	solution	 
is predominantly made  
of acetic acid?

7.	 The Boy and the Heron  
is	an	animated	film	from	
which famous studio?

8.	 Which	type	of	vehicle	was	
the focus of a major police 
enforcement operation in 
Southbank?

9.	 Outside	which	Southbank	
arts institution has 
construction begun on a 
new	900-square-metre	
green space?

10.	The	Spanish	Civil	War	
occurred in which century?

11.	Which	local	school	will	
receive a new campus 
opening	in	2029?

12.	What	is	the	name	of	
the local market that 
recently became a not-
for-profit,	stallholder-run	
cooperative?

1. Queen	2. Deckard Shaw 3. Dorcas 
Street Uniting Church 4. Stalagmite 
5. Southbank Urban Forest Precinct Plan 
6. Vinegar 7. Studio Ghibli 8. E-bikes 
9. The Australian Centre for Contemporary 
Art	(ACCA)	10. 20th century 11. South 
Melbourne Primary School 12. Southbank 
Makers’ Market

 QUIZ SOLUTIONS
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WHAT’S ON

ESCORTS

Thinking about advertising your business?
Contact us to tailor your next campaign

8689 7980      admin@hyperlocalnews.com.au

Find out what’s on in  
postcode 3006 this August.

August

NAVIGATING EMOTIONS THROUGH  
ART + DRAWING CLUB
ACCA panel explores art’s role in 
emotional wellbeing, resilience and 
connection, followed by a therapeutic 
drawing workshop and Q&A.

CLASSIC KIDS: CARNIVAL OF THE ANIMALS
Experience a musical menagerie with the 
MSO’s Carnival of the Animals, featuring 
child-created illustrations and a relaxed, 
accessible performance welcoming all 
audiences.

Australian Centre for Contemporary Art

THURS 13 AUGUST, 5.30PM – 8.30PM

Hamer Hall, Southbank

SAT 29 AUGUST, 10.30AM – 1.30PM

MELBOURNE YOUTH ORCHESTRA:  
TIME UNBOUND
Melbourne Youth Orchestra performs 
dazzling works by Kabalevsky, Beaugeais, 
Khachaturian and Prokofiev with guest 
conductor Weiss.

Melbourne Recital Centre

SUNDAY 30 AUGUST, 5.30PM – 8PM

Business Directory

PSC.EDU.AU 
study@psc.edu.au 
9682 3191

37-47 Thistlethwaite Street
South Melbourne 3205

Ray White Southbank | Melbourne City

273 City Road, Southbank 3006 
P: (03) 8102 0200    
www.raywhitesouthbank.com

FUNCTIONS

PHYSIOTHERAPISTEDUCATION

REAL ESTATE

Sports & Spinal Physiotherapy
Remedial Massage

Clinical Pilates
Post-Surgical Rehabilitation

Free Injury Assessments
WorkCover/TAC Claims

Elite Sports 
Physiotherapy

Mezzanine Level, 13 –– 15/1 Freshwater Place, Southbank
phone: 8640 0328  web: www.elitesportsphysio.com.au

Australian Centre for  
Contemporary Art

111 Sturt Street  
Southbank VIC 3006 
Melbourne

acca.melbourne

ARTS AND CULTURE

CHILDREN’S PLAY: RAGNAR 
KJARTANSSON
Children explore drawing, storytelling and 
theatrical play in Ragnar Kjartansson’s 
interactive exhibition, designed to inspire 
creativity and imagination.

National Gallery of Victoria

UNTIL 4 OCTOBER, 10AM – 5PM

THE SOUTHBANK MAKERS’ MARKET
Come and explore, meet the makers and 
artists face-to-face and learn about their 
products and what inspires their work.
Stallholders are positioned in marquees 
along the Yarra River.

Ground Level & Promenade, Southbank

UNTIL 26 DECEMBER, 10AM – 4PM

CHOIR 3006
Choir 3006 is a free Southbank 
community choir offering relaxed 
lunchtime sing-alongs, welcoming all 
abilities with no experience required. 
Wednesdays (during school terms).

Melbourne Recital Centre

UNTIL 16 SEPTEMBER, 12.15PM – 1PM

Venues across Melbourne CBD

UNTIL 23 AUGUST, 10AM – 10.30PM

MELBOURNE INTERNATIONAL  
FILM FESTIVAL
MIFF returns with 250+ acclaimed films, 
premieres, filmmaker Q&As, special 
events and immersive experiences from 
around the world.
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